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The commercial says, "You become nose blind to it."

The room looks like a big gym sock. "Yeaome nose blind to it"
The car looks like a big wet dog. "You become nose blind to it"
I think it's a great ad campaign. Sadly, there is a lot of truth in it.

Spiritual nose blindness happens a lot this time of yeavs&of us who have been in tisburch for a wie (or a long
time) smell the Evergreen, the Christmas cookies, the gingerbread; but we don't notice the smell of the newbor
lying in the straw.

We see Christmas trees, lights, gifts, parties, and family celebrations; but we migsrtter of God revealed to us in
the flesh.

We hear the carols, the bells, the children giggling; but somehow, we have become spiritually blind to the Angel
of "Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace and goodwill."

Even when we do notice theghings, we seem to cover them up with the spiritual equivalent of Febreeze odor
remover: Busyness.

| beg of you to open your eyes and your ears and your nose and your heart this Christmas to really see, hear, s
feel the awesome truth of the incaation of God as one of us in Jesus Christ.

Watch for people doing something special this season. watch someone purchase a special gift for someone the
haven't spoken to in a while. Watch for someone sneaking a gift under the Christmas tree in iveagnéren though
mostpeople think they're like Scrooge. Watch for someone to come to worship of the season whom we haven't
for quite some time.

The miracles are all around us if we will slow down, look around, and see what God has in store.

Come eperience the miracle as the children tell the story on December 2 and the adults share the story in the C
on the 16th. Come, experience the miracle by giving a special gift of a toy for child or food for a family in special
Come experience thmiracle in worship by saying the songs, listening to the old, old stories, and watching the ad
wreath become brighter and brighter each week. Come experience the special joy of the Christmas Eve candlel
communionservice.

Don't let the season pass you by in your spiritual nose blindness. Embrace it. Receive Y\
Celebrated. A\IA

Merry Christmas

Pastor Terry

SERMON TOPICS

December 1st & 2ndSaturday Carol Fest, Sunda@ hi | dr en’ s Pr

December 8th & 9th-A visit from ZephaniakiVhat will he have to tell us about
Christmas?

December 15th & 16th-Saturday Carol Fest, Sunda@antata
Decemler 22nd & 23rd-A visit from JoachilMar vy’ s pr ob | e m.
December 24th-A traditional celebration of carols, candles, and communion

December 29th & 30th-A visit from Herod the Gredathe Christmas character
everyone loves to hate

SING YOUR FAVORITE CAROLS

On the first and third weeks of December there are special events
for Sunday worship. The Saturday night service will have special
events those weeks also. We will be sharing a Carol Fest. Worship will
be planned so thereodoll b e pfaveriret y
carol s. It never seems | i ke there
favorites, so here is your opportunity. Pastor will have some stories
behind some of the carols that he will share as the message that
evening.
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Saturday, December 1st Carol Fest

7

Sunday, DecemberZtt i | dr e n®@Bh ér Gigv ianng MaM 0

FIRST SUNDAY

Adpent
Saturday, December 8th Regular Worship y ,!
Sunday, December 9th Regular Worship oo o
dpent
Saturday, December 15th Carol Fest
Sunday, December 1G6tdntat® Si ng Joy t t h THrosmoay 2 T
Oduent
Saturday, December 22nd Regular Worship
Sunday, December 23rd Regular Worship Ll
FOURTH SUNDAY
dpent

Monday, December 24th ChristmasE@els, Candlelight, Communion

Service at 4 ptBells LL;!
Service at 7 paChoir Chigenas

Saturday, December 29th Regular Worship
Sunday, December 30th Regular Worship
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YOUTH GROUP

Upcoming Youth Group events: We will be going to Swan Place-d212 to
Christmas Carol again this year. Time will be from 5:30 until 7:30 endlalso have a pizz
party with the residents and decorate Christmas cookies. GhP8 we will be watching
the movie Polar Express and Youth Group that night will be from&@BDfor a combined
youth group. | am also kicking around a couple ofaedrricular activities in January, first
would be Winter Jam, which is Friday January 25th and the cost is $15.00 per person

church would provide transportation to and from the event and this is a Christian Mug
concert that lasts approximately 4 s and includes the following artists: Newsboys Unit
Danny Gokey, Mandisa, Rend Collective, Newsong, and a few other artists. If we can
people interested in going, we will do this. Please have anyone in the church intereste
doing this reach ot to me. | am also wondering about another trip over to Seven Oak
Winter Resort in Boone to do some Snow Tubing and possible skiing if there is any int
The cost of this would be from $20.00 to $45.00 per person, again if we can get at lez
peopk interested in doing this we will satdate up that would work with those who are
interested.

2

BOXES =t
BLESSING

Thanks to everyone who filled out

and sent back their pledge cards. We
received 54 pledge cards, 13% were
new pledgers and an increase of 22%

i n pledges. I f you
your pledge card, just bring it to the
church or drop it in the mail. Thank

you for your continued support and
generosity.

The staff would like to wish
everyone a Merry Christmas
and glorious New Year! May th
excitement and time with
family and friends bring true jo
as we celebrate the bh of our
Savior Jesus Christ.
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Dece mber1 -14

SATURDAY December 1

8:30 am Girl Scouts

6:00 pm Worship
SUNDAY December 2

9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship -Chi |l drends Pr
MONDAY December 3

4:30 pm TOPS

TUESDAY December 4

9:00 am Staff

11:00 am Accura Devotions
11:00 am Day Away
WEDNESDAY December 5

9:00 am Moms Group
12:00 pm UMW Luncheon
1-4 pm UM Kids

4:30 -5:30 pm Faith Exploration
5:30 -8 pm Youth Group (meal at6:30 )
THURSDAY December 6

9:30 am Friends Breakfast
FRIDAY December 7
SATURDAY December 8

8:30 am Girl Scouts

6:00 pm Worship
SUNDAY December 9

9:15 am Sunday School
10:30 am Worship

12:00 am Pizza with Pastor
MONDAY December 10
4:00 pm German Club
4:30 pm TOPS

6:30 -7:30 pm Girl Scouts
TUESDAY December 11
9:00 am Staff

11:00 am Accura Devotions
1:00 pm Color Me Pretty
6-7 pm Mini Methodist
WEDNESDAY December 12

9:00 am Mombés Group
11:30 am WE Team - Cookies
1-4 pm UM Kids

4:30 -5:30 pm Faith Exploration

5:30 -8 pm Youth Group (meal at 6:30)
THURSDAY December 13
FRIDAY December 14

Dece mber1 5-31

SATURDAY December 15

6:00 pm Worship

SUNDAY December 16

9:15 am Sunday School

10:30 am Worship 1 Cantata
MONDAY December 17

4:30 pm TOPS

TUESDAY December 18

9:00 am Staff

11:00 am Accura Devotions
11:00 am Heavenly Bound Book Club
WEDNESDAY December 19

9:00 am Moms Group

10:30 am Swan Place

1-4 pm UM Kids

4:30 -5:30 pm Faith Exploration
5:30 -8 pm Youth Group (meal at 6:30)
THURSDAY  December 20

LAST DAY FOR ARTICLES

11:00 am Heavenly Bound Book Club
FRIDAY December 21
SATURDAY December 22

6:00 pm Worship

SUNDAY December 23

10:30 am Worship

MONDAY December 24

8:00 -12:30 Life Serve Blood Drive
4:00 pm Christmas Eve T Bells
7:00 pm Christmas Eve - Choir
TUESDAY December 25

OFFICE CLOSED
WEDNESDAY December 26

THURSDAY December 27

9:30 am Folding Messengers
FRIDAY December 28
SATURDAY December 29

6:00 pm Worship - Communion
SUNDAY December 30

10:30 am Worship - Communion
MONDAY December 31

Sunday Worship is shown on Mediacom Channel 6
and WIN Channel 97.2:
Wednesday at 8A.M. and
Sundays at 5 P.M.
Look for our sermons on our website:
carrollunitedmethodist.org
& watch our entire serviceon Facebook.

If you would like to order a 150th group photg
contact church office at 792122. We will
order them for you. Sizes available are 5X7|

8X10, 11X14, or 16X20. Pricing available at

office. You can also download the picture off

COMMUNITY EVENTS
> St 02YS (2 aSHwsmNBda
SHIP (Senior Health Insurance Information Pragja
on Thursday, December 6thom 7-9 pm., 4th floor
St. Anthony Surgical Wing
->Sundg, December 9th will be the Community
Chorus Christmas Concert at 3:00 pm at Holy Spiri
Church
->St. Anthony Regional Hospitalilvhost a blood
drive on Monday, December 10th from 12:3030
pm.
-HACNBS aStt a4 {Gd W2KY
Wednesday December 12th 5:00 to 6:30 pm.
-> Life Serve Blood Drive here Monday, December
24th 8:0012:30.
->The Prom Closet in Coon Rapids is now taking
donations of clean, current style Prom gowns, shog
and accessories. Locations for donations are lowa
Savings Bank in Carrol, Glidden & Coon Rapids,
t S2LX SQ& Iy 1 r ahdyAscBrodnK NJ
Lutheran Church in Coon Rapids.
->Accura Health Center is looking for a family with
baby to participate in their live nativity. If you are
interested or know of someonavho can help them
out contactShari at 7929284.
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While making your family favorite for

Christmas, could yoshare with our shut December 6s Day bAhesy
at the church on Tuesday,

ins? Candygookies, bars or whatever. W,

Team will banaking plates of treatsral December 4 t at 11:00 am. We will
deliverng them to shuiins on be enjoy a soup lunch and doing a
Wednesday, Deceber 12th at 11:30 am. Christmas craft Sign up at the

front desk or call the church.

Day Away

UMWChristmas Luncheon MESSENGER
Gather at DATHDecember 5th Last day for
the articles for
Family Table TIME: 12:00 pm December
for the PLACE: Famlly Table newsletter is
Friends Thursday
Breakfast on BRING A GIFT FOR THE FOOD December 20th
Dec emb er and we will
6th at 9:30 fold
AM. messengers on
Fun times! Thurs day,
December 27th
at 9:3 0 am
Fonxo  TheMossenger | —

Come and join us for a time of coloring and
crafting at COLOR ME PRETTY. Wikmeet
in the Conference Room by the nursery on
Tuesday, December 11th at 1:00 pm. Somq
have shown @ interest inplaying games
during this time. If you want to join in bring
your favorite game to share or play one we
have hee at the church. Come and enjoy the
fellowship!

N j LU of Carroll, IA 51401

Annual Sunday School Breakfast for
Duke Anneber gos Su
is Sunday, December 16th at 8:30 am at
the Nuckel ds reside

Street.

“““““““ ukmf)
mg&. ..

As we prepare to
celebrate the gift of
Christ this Advent
Season, please remember
the staff.

The first meeting will be on Sunday.
December 9th at 12 pm (following the
service), in the Confirmation Room.
Everyone is welcome to come. We will
spend time learning about the church,
you can ask questions about the
church and sharing concerns.

So>:

C A

Pizza
with Pastor
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Thank You!!l

We received a thank you letter on behalf of the Distribution Center set up fo
shortterm tornado relief housed at Hope UMC in Marshalltown. We were ab
send six large storage bins of beddind paper products. 100% of our donatiol
have been used to help individuals &ardiliesimpacted by the tornado.

(o
E\ NO SEWING GROUP IN DECEMBEF

In Mission Together _
The Methodist Churchis encouraging
us tovolunteer our time and energy
in the upcoming year to serve our
community, state and world. If you
already volunteer your time, your
Mission Commission would [ike to
know what you are doing. In the past,
the Rainbow Covenant required that
we give so much per member to
different categories of need, we will
continue to do this, but now are asked
to add a volunteer component. We
know many of youalready do
volunteer work. We have compiled a
list of possible volunteer activities
you might consider, if you would like
to volunteer.

First of all, do your friends, neighbors,

family need your help? Do you know

what the needs are of the people

around you? This doesn't have to be

(r)]ngomg, it could be one afternoon or
our.

One opportunity is to help deliver
cookies to shutins on December 12th.
We need cookies and people to
deliver them. There are many _
opportuniti es to serve, there is a list
available on thebulletin board by the
front desk.

R

A Big Thank You to all who helped withelAdventDecorating,

Mike & Nancy Davis, Michelle & Kevin Caltrider, Pastor Tel

Sue Van Dyke, Sandy Hopper, Sara Anderson, Angela & S¢

Hughes. A special thank you toifd Akin for oganizing the
decorating and the food.
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Our church will be collecting new to
new clothing items to go to needy f:

In our community. These items wi

divided between New Opportunitie
Family Resource Center. Please pl;
unwrapped ney(s) and clothing iten
under the tree in the East Entry. Th
are fochildren from newborn to age
We will beoliecting items uitdcembe

Warm Clothing
We will be collecting warm
clothing items for our local
schools from December 3rd
first part of
January. ltems needd are
hats, heavy gloves (not knit
ones), socks, sweat pants
(size 516), underwear, and
sweatshirts. Items can be
places under the tree in the
Sanctuary

° RN L o
ﬁ% ANE N

Vickie Worly would like to
thank the church family for
the visits, and soup when sh
was laid up

Tk,

o

i
T/.ranksés‘o A
=z Much!
A\
Kay Chambers would like to
thank everyone for the visits,

cards and words of support ir
the loss of her husband, Don

Jody Jones in the passing of her daughter
Elizabeth.
Brad Agan in the passing of his brother.
Kay Chambers and family in the passing of D
Sweeney f ami

y i n th
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Sunday School

Christmas Program
Our Christmas program
will be on December 2
during the Church 10:30
church service.

December 9th we will have
a happy birthday Jesus
party and have a craft.

December 16th we will
have a pancake and
Pajama Party. We will be
watching a Christmas
movie while we enjoy the
pancakes!

UM Kids
UM Kids have so much to be
thankful for. We are enjoying
our time together and enjoy
AKFNARY3I [/ KNRa&i
other and our community!

Our schedule for UM Kids is as
follows:

December 5: LessaMove Fast
December 12: Mission Week
Hoping to help set up the
O2YYdzy A& YSI f
December 19: Fun week
Afternoon at the Movies
December 26: No UM Kids
Merry Christmas

Mini Methodist

Mini Methodist will be held
on December 11th. We will
meet from 6 -7 pm.

This month we wil | be making
a fun ornament for your
tree, play some games and
sing a few songs!

Family Faith Fix Boxes are
ready! Take your faith fix
box, do the
activities and then bring back
for a refill the next month.
What is a Faith Fix Box?

Faith fix boxes are filled with

devotions and activities for

you to do with your family at

home. The goal is that this

helps bring religion into your

home in a fun non stressed
way.
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The Heavenly Bound  Book Club

Our December Book Is
The Christmas Shoes

By
Donna ValLiere

We will meet on Tuesday, December 18 th at 11:00 am
or on Thursday, December 20 th at 12:00 pm at Queen
Beans to discuss the book. (Thisis Dutch tr  eat)

Books are available at the front desk. Get your book
today and then return it for someone else to read!

BOOK REVIEW:

| f we’re open to it, God can u}{

|l i ves..to change us. | t mthat heed fikira,

a sale on pot roast, a cloudless sky, a trip to the woods to cut down

Christmas tree, a schoolteacher
shoes.

Some people will never believe. They may feel that such things are tq
trivial, too simple, or too insignificant to forever change a life. But | belig

And | always will.




