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Welcome 

to the 

Online 
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~  
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OFFICE CLOSED ON 
DECEMBER 25 TH AND 

JANUARY 1 ST FOR THE 
HOLIDAYS  
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The commercial says, "You become nose blind to it."                                                                                                                                          
The room looks like a big gym sock. "You become nose blind to it"                                                                                                                 
The car looks like a big wet dog. "You become nose blind to it"                                                                                                                                     
I think it's a great ad campaign. Sadly, there is a lot of truth in it.  

Spiritual nose blindness happens a lot this time of year. Those of us who have been in the church for a while (or a long 
time) smell the Evergreen, the Christmas cookies, the gingerbread; but we don't notice the smell of the newborn baby                 
lying in the straw. 

We see Christmas trees, lights, gifts, parties, and family celebrations; but we miss the wonder of God revealed to us in 
the flesh.  

We hear the carols, the bells, the children giggling; but somehow, we have become spiritually blind to the Angel song 
of "Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace and goodwill." 

Even when we do notice those things, we seem to cover them up with the spiritual equivalent of Febreeze odor 
remover: Busyness. 

I beg of you to open your eyes and your ears and your nose and your heart this Christmas to really see, hear, smell, and 
feel the awesome truth of the incarnation of God as one of us in Jesus Christ.  

 Watch for people doing something special this season. watch someone purchase a special gift for someone they 
haven't spoken to in a while. Watch for someone sneaking a gift under the Christmas tree in the entryway even though 
most people think they're like Scrooge. Watch for someone to come to worship of the season whom we haven't seen 
for quite some time.  

The miracles are all around us if we will slow down, look around, and see what God has in store.  

Come experience the miracle as the children tell the story on December 2 and the adults share the story in the Cantata 
on the 16th.  Come, experience the miracle by giving a special gift of a toy for child or food for a family in special need. 
Come experience the miracle in worship by saying the songs, listening to the old, old stories, and watching the advent 
wreath become brighter and brighter each week. Come experience the special joy of the Christmas Eve candlelight and                               
communion service.  

Don't let the season pass you by in your spiritual nose blindness. Embrace it. Receive it.                                                                      
Celebrated.  

Merry Christmas  

Pastor Terry  

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 

   
 December 1st & 2nd—Saturday Carol Fest, Sunday—Children’s Program 

December 8th & 9th—A visit from Zephaniah-What will he have to tell us about 
Christmas? 

December 15th & 16th—Saturday Carol Fest, Sunday—Cantata 

December 22nd & 23rd—A visit from Joachim-Mary’s problem...Or is it a problem? 

December 24th—A traditional celebration of carols, candles, and communion 

December 29th & 30th—A visit from Herod the Great-The Christmas character 
everyone loves to hate 

  

  

 
 
  

  

 

SERMON TOPICS  

SING YOUR FAVORITE CAROLS  

On the first and third weeks of December there are special events 
for Sunday worship. The Saturday night service will have special 

events those weeks also. We will be sharing a Carol Fest. Worship will 
be planned so thereõll be plenty of time to choose your favorite 
carols. It never seems like thereõs enough time to sing all of our 

favorites, so here is your opportunity. Pastor will have some stories 
behind some of the carols that he will share as the message that 

evening . 
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Saturday, December 1st Carol Fest 

Sunday, December 2nd Childrenõs Program òThe Giving Mangeró 

  

 

 

Saturday, December 8th Regular Worship 

Sunday, December 9th Regular Worship 

  

 

 

Saturday, December 15th Carol Fest 

Sunday, December 16th Cantata òSing Joy to all the Worldó 

  

 

 

 

Saturday, December 22nd Regular Worship 

Sunday, December 23rd Regular Worship 

  

 

 

 

Monday, December 24th Christmas Eve ð Carols, Candlelight, Communion                                                                                            

Service at 4 pm ð Bells 

Service at 7 pm - Choir 

  

 

 

Saturday, December 29th Regular Worship 

Sunday, December 30th Regular Worship 
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Thanks to everyone who filled out 

and sent back their pledge cards. We 

received 54 pledge cards, 13% were 

new pledgers and an increase of 22% 

in pledges. If you havenõt returned 

your pledge card, just bring it to the 

church or drop it in the mail. Thank 

you for your continued support and 

generosity.  

 
  

 

  

 

YOUTH GROUP 

 Upcoming Youth Group events: We will be going to Swan Place on 12-12-18 to                  

Christmas Carol again this year. Time will be from 5:30 until 7:30 and we will also have a pizza 
party with the residents and decorate Christmas cookies. On 12-19-18 we will be watching 
the movie Polar Express and Youth Group that night will be from 5:30-8:00 for a combined 
youth group. I am also kicking around a couple of extracurricular activities in January, first 
would be Winter Jam, which is Friday January 25th and the cost is $15.00 per person. The 
church would provide transportation to and from the event and this is a Christian Music 

concert that lasts approximately 4 hours and includes the following artists: Newsboys United, 
Danny Gokey, Mandisa, Rend Collective, Newsong, and a few other artists. If we can get 6 
people interested in going, we will do this. Please have anyone in the church interested in 

doing this reach out to me. I am also wondering about another trip over to Seven Oaks 
Winter Resort in Boone to do some Snow Tubing and possible skiing if there is any interest. 
The cost of this would be from $20.00 to $45.00 per person, again if we can get at least 6 
people interested in doing this we will set a date up that would work with those who are                     

interested. 

  

 

Boxes of Blessings for Sam Auen, Paige Caltrider, Taryn Lawler,                                                              

Abby Olberding, and Emma Troutman will be in the back of the                            

Sanctuary. Please prayerfully consider what items and thoughts you would 

like to share with these young adults. Last day for these boxes                                                    

is Sunday, December 2nd, they will be sent on Monday,                                                   

December 3rd. 

  

 

 

The staff would like to wish 
everyone a Merry Christmas 

and glorious New Year! May the 
excitement and time with 

family and friends bring true joy 
as we celebrate the birth of our 

Savior Jesus Christ.  
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Dece mber 1 - 14  

SATURDAY  December 1  

8:30 am  Girl Scouts  

6:00 pm  Worship  

SUNDAY  December 2  

9:15 am  Sunday School  

10:30 am  Worship -Childrenôs Program 

MONDAY  December 3  

4:30 pm  TOPS 

TUESDAY  December 4  

9:00 am  Staff  

11:00 am  Accura Devotions  

11:00 am  Day Away  

WEDNESDAY December 5  

9:00 am  Moms Group  

12:00 pm  UMW Luncheon  

1-4 pm  UM Kids  

4:30 -5:30 pm  Faith Exploration  

5:30 -8 pm  Youth Group (meal  at 6:30 )  

THURSDAY  December 6  

9:30 am  Friends Breakfast  

FRIDAY  December 7  

SATURDAY  December 8  

8:30 am  Girl Scouts  

6:00 pm  Worship  

SUNDAY  December 9  

9:15 am  Sunday School  

10:30 am  Worship  

12:00 am  Pizza with Pastor  

MONDAY  December 10  

4:00 pm  German Club  

4:30 pm  TOPS 

6:30 -7:30 pm Girl Scouts  

TUESDAY  December 11  

9:00 am  Staff  

11:00 am  Accura Devotions  

1:00 pm  Color Me Pretty  

6-7 pm  Mini Methodist  

WEDNESDAY December 12  

9:00 am  Momôs Group 

11:30 am  WE Team -  Cookies  

1-4 pm  UM Kids  

4:30 -5:30 pm Faith Exploration  

5:30 -8 pm  Youth Group (meal at 6:30)  

THURSDAY  December 13  

FRIDAY  December 14  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship is shown on Mediacom Channel 6 

and WIN Channel 97.2:  

Wednesday at 8 A.M.  and                                       

Sundays at 5 P.M.  

Look for our sermons on our website:  

carrollunitedmethodist.org  

&  watch our entire service on Facebook. 

  

  

 

COMMUNITY EVENTS 
->²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ aŜŘƛŎŀǊŜΩǎ ŦǊŜŜ н hour seminar on 
SHIP (Senior Health Insurance Information Program) 
on   Thursday, December 6th from 7-9 pm., 4th floor 
St.   Anthony Surgical Wing                                                                                                           
->Sunday, December 9th will be the Community                  
Chorus Christmas Concert at 3:00 pm at Holy Spirit 
Church                                                                                                               
->St. Anthony Regional Hospital will host a blood 
drive on Monday, December 10th from 12:30-4:30 
pm.                                                                                                  
-ҔCǊŜŜ aŜŀƭ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
Wednesday, December 12th 5:00 to 6:30 pm.                                                                                                
-> Life Serve Blood Drive here Monday, December 
24th 8:00-12:30.                                                                                                           
->The Prom Closet in Coon Rapids is now taking                            
donations of clean, current style Prom gowns, shoes 
and accessories. Locations for donations are Iowa 
Savings Bank in Carrol, Glidden & Coon Rapids, 
tŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ .ŀƴƪ ƛƴ DǳǘƘǊƛŜ /ŜƴǘŜr and Ascension 
Lutheran Church in Coon Rapids.                                                                                                  
->Accura Health Center is looking for a family with a 
baby to participate in their live nativity. If you are 
interested or know of someone who can help them 
out contact Shari at 792-9284. 

  

  

Dece m ber 1 5 - 31  

SATURDAY  December 15  

6:00 pm  Worship  

SUNDAY  December 16  

9:15 am  Sunday School  

10:30 am  Worship ï Cantata  

MONDAY  December 17  

4:30 pm  TOPS 

TUESDAY  December 18  

9:00 am  Staff  

11:00 am  Accura Devotions  

11:00 am  Heavenly Bound Book Club  

WEDNESDAY December 19  

9:00 am  Moms Group  

10:30 am  Swan Place  

1-4 pm  UM Kids  

4:30 -5:30 pm Faith Exploration  

5:30 -8 pm  Youth Group (meal at 6:30)  

THURSDAY  December 20  

 LAST DAY FOR ARTICLES  

11:00 am  Heavenly Bound Book Club  

FRIDAY  December 21  

SATURDAY  December 22  

6:00 pm  Worship  

SUNDAY  December 23  

10:30 am  Worship  

MONDAY  December 24  

8:00 -12:30  Life Serve Blood Drive  

4:00 pm  Christmas Eve ï Bells  

7:00 pm  Christmas Eve -  Choir  

TUESDAY  December 25  

OFFICE CLOSED  

WEDNESDAY December 26  

THURSDAY  December 27  

9:30 am  Folding Messengers  

FRIDAY  December 28  

SATURDAY  December 29  

6:00 pm  Worship -  Communion  

SUNDAY  December 30  

10:30 am  Worship -  Communion  

MONDAY  December 31  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you would like to order a 150th group photo 
contact church office at 792-1122. We will 
order them for you. Sizes available are 5X7, 

8X10, 11X14, or 16X20. Pricing available at the 
office. You can also download the picture off 

our website or our Facebook page. 
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Gather at 

the  
Family Table 

for the 
Friends 

Breakfast on 
Dec emb er 

6th  at 9:30 
A.M.                      

Fun times!  

  

 

While making your family favorite for 
Christmas, could you share with our shut-
ins? Candy, cookies, bars or whatever. WE 
Team will be making plates of treats and 

delivering them to shut-ins on 
Wednesday, December 12th at  11:30 am. 

 
  

 

 
MESSENGER  

Last day for 

articles for 

December 

newsletter is 

Thursday , 

December 20th  

and we will 

fold 

messengers on 

Thurs day, 

December 27th  

at 9:3 0 am  

 

UMW Christmas Luncheon 

DATE: December 5th 

TIME: 12:00 pm 

PLACE: Family Table 

BRING A GIFT FOR THE FOOD PANTRY 

 

The first meeting will be on Sunday. 

December 9th  at 12 pm (following the 

service), in the Confirmation Room. 

Everyone is welcome to come. We will 

spend time learning about the church, 

you can ask questions about the 

church and sharing concerns.   

  

 

 

Day Away                                     

Decemberôs Day Away will be here 

at the church on Tuesday, 

December 4 th  at 11:00 am. We will 

be enjoy a soup lunch and doing a 

Christmas craft.  Sign up at the 

front desk or call the church.  

 

 

Come and join us for a time of coloring and 

crafting at COLOR ME PRETTY. We will meet 

in the Conference Room by the nursery on 

Tuesday, December 11th at 1:00 pm. Some 

have shown an interest in playing games 

during this time. If you want to join in bring 

your favorite game to share or play one we 

have here at the church. Come and enjoy the 

fellowship! 

 

  

   

Annual Sunday School Breakfast for 

Duke Annebergõs  Sunday School Class 

is Sunday , December 16th at 8:30 am at 

the Nuckelõs residence, 1321 N. Carroll 

Street.  

 

  

 As we prepare to 

celebrate the gift of 

Christ this Advent 

Season, please remember 

the staff.  

  

 



Sunday Worship is shown on Mediacom Channel 6 and WIN Channel 97.2 : 

Sundays at 5 P.M. and Wednesday at 8 A.M.  

Look for our sermons on our website: carrollunitedmethodist.org & on Facebook 

 

 

 

 
 

Food Pantry  

The grocery cart in the east 

entry held over $175 of products 

that were delivered to the 

Community of Concerns Food  

Pantry in November. They are 

currently accepting all donations 

to restock the shelves  for the 

coming year. They are currently 

in need of CANNED MEATS and 

TUNA. In addition to food items, 

non -grocery items frequently 

requested are bath soap, 

toothpaste, shampoo, laundry 

soap, cleaning supplies, toilet 

tissue, and Kleenex. Later in 

December the Food Pantry may 

need volunteers to help sort and 

shelve the donations that have 

come in. We will keep you 

informed through the 

announcements of when 

volunteers are  needed.  

 

Thank You!!! 

We received a thank you letter on behalf of the Distribution Center set up for 
short-term tornado relief housed at Hope UMC in Marshalltown. We were able to 
send six large storage bins of bedding and paper products. 100% of our donations 
have been used to help individuals and families impacted by the tornado. 

  

 

In Mission Together 
The Methodist Church is encouraging 
us to volunteer our time and energy 
in the upcoming year to serve our 
community, state and world. If you 
already volunteer your time, your                 
Mission Commission would like to 
know what you are doing. In the past, 
the Rainbow Covenant required that 
we give so much per member to 
different categories of need, we will 
continue to do this, but now are asked 
to add a volunteer component. We 
know many of you already do 
volunteer work. We have compiled a 
list of possible volunteer activities 
you might consider, if you would like 
to volunteer.  
  
First of all, do your friends, neighbors, 
family need your help? Do you know 
what the needs are of the people 
around you? This doesn't have to be 
ongoing, it could be one afternoon or 
hour.  
  
One opportunity is to help deliver 
cookies to shut-ins on December 12th. 
We need cookies and people to 
deliver them. There are many                                     
opportuniti es to serve, there is a list 
available on the bulletin board by the 
front desk. 
  

 

 

 

     

NO SEWING GROUP IN DECEMBER 

A Big Thank You to all who helped with the Advent Decorating, 

Mike & Nancy Davis, Michelle & Kevin Caltrider, Pastor Terry, 

Sue Van Dyke, Sandy Hopper, Sara Anderson, Angela & Sophia 

Hughes. A special thank you to Nina Akin for organizing the 

decorating and the food. 
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Our church will be collecting new toys and 
new clothing items to go to needy families 

in our community. These items will be 
divided between New Opportunities and 

Family Resource Center. Please place your 
unwrapped new toy(s) and clothing item(s) 
under the tree in the East Entry. The items 
are for children from newborn to age 18. 
We will be collecting items until December 

14th. 

 

Warm Clothing                                                                 

We will be collecting warm 

clothing items for our local 

schools from December 3rd-

first part of                  

January. Items needed are 

hats, heavy gloves (not knit 

ones), socks, sweat pants 

(size 5-16), underwear, and 

sweatshirts. Items can be 

places under the tree in the 

Sanctuary. 

  

 

Vickie Worly would like to 
thank the church family for 

the visits, and soup when she 
was laid up.  

 

  

 

 

Kay Chambers would like to 
thank everyone for the visits, 
cards and words of support in 
the loss of her husband, Don. 

  

 

 

 

Jody Jones in the passing of her daughter 
Elizabeth.                                                                               

Brad Agan in the passing of his brother.                                               
Kay Chambers and family in the passing of Don.                             
Sweeney family in the passing of Doug’s dad. 
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 Mini Methodist  
Mini Methodist will be held 
on December 11th.  We will 

meet from 6 -7 pm. 
This month we wil l be making 

a fun ornament for your 
tree, play some games and 

sing a few songs!  
  

 

 

 

Sunday School  
Christmas Program  

Our Christmas program 
will be on December 2 

during the Church 10:30 
church service.  

December 9th we will have 
a happy birthday Jesus 
party and have a craft.   
December 16th we will 

have a pancake and 
Pajama Party.  We will be 

watching a Christmas    
movie while we enjoy the                

pancakes!  
  

  

  
  

 
Family Faith Fix Boxes are  

ready!   Take your faith fix 
box, do the  

activities and then bring back 
for a refill the next month.  

What is a Faith Fix Box?  
Faith fix boxes are filled with                 
devotions and  activities for 
you to do with your family at 
home.   The goal is that this 
helps bring religion into your 
home in a fun non stressed 

way.  
  

  

 

 

 

              

UM Kids 
UM Kids have so much to be 

thankful for.  We are enjoying 
our time together and enjoy 
ǎƘŀǊƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ 

other and our community! 
  

Our schedule for UM Kids is as 
follows: 

December 5:  Lesson-Move Fast 
December 12:  Mission Week-

Hoping to help set up the    
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƳŜŀƭ ŀǘ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ 

December 19:  Fun week-
Afternoon at the Movies 

December 26:  No UM Kids 
Merry Christmas 
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A true story about why we sabotage ourselves, feel 
overwhelmed, set aside our dreams, and lack the courage 
to simply be ourselves... and how to start choosing 
happiness again! 
 
Are you happy? It may be the wrong question. Most of us 
think we are relatively happy, while at the same time 
knowing that we could be happier -- maybe even a lot 
happier. Ordinary people and the finest philosophers 
have been exploring the question of happiness for 
thousands of years, and theories abound. But this is not a 
book of theory. Resisting Happiness is a deeply personal, 
disarmingly transparent look at why we sabotage our own 
happiness and what to do about it. 
  

. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Our December Book is  

The Christmas Shoes  

By  

Donna VaLiere  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will meet on Tuesday, December 18 th  at 11:00 am 

or on Thursday, December 20 th  at 12:00 pm at Queen 

Beans to discuss the book. (This is Dutch tr eat)  

 

Books are available at the front desk. Get your book 

today and then return it for someone else to read!  

 

BOOK REVIEW:  

If we’re open to it, God can use even the smallest thing to change our 
lives…to change us. It might be a laughing child, car brakes that need fixing, 

a sale on pot roast, a cloudless sky, a trip to the woods to cut down a 
Christmas tree, a schoolteacher, a Dunhill Billiard pipe…or even a pair of 

shoes. 

Some people will never believe. They may feel that such things are too 
trivial, too simple, or too insignificant to forever change a life. But I believe.  

And I always will. 

The Heavenly Bound Book Club  

 

 


