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WORSHIP FOR APRIL 
4/3  "A new economy" John 12:1-8- You may think that                            
today's economy seems upside down and inside out. It is.  But 
think about the economy Jesus describes in this passage in which 
love is more powerful and more important than money, worship is 
more important than budgets, faith is even more urgent than   
helping the poor..   Just imagine...  
 
4/6  VESPERS 7 pm 
 
4/10 PALM-PASSION SUNDAY  “Did You Hear That?”            
First-person reflections on the last words of Jesus. (Palm 
procession-children and Stripping the sanctuary) 
1-5 pm EASTER ESCAPE ROOM-sign up on our website 
 
4/13 VESPERS 7 pm 
 
4/15 OPEN COMMUNION IN THE SANCTUARY FOR 
GOOD FRIDAY-7-9 am and 3-6 pm DRIVE THROUGH                                 
COMMUNION 3-6 pm. Main Street door by the office. 
 
4/17 EASTER SUNDAY “Empty” Family worship centered 
on the outrageous fact that the grave is empty! 
 
4/24 NEW SERIES…”In Jesus’ ‘School of Relationships’” Week one 
“It’s All About Love” Matthew 22:34-40. In relationships to other 
people it all flows from love of God to love of others. What exactly 
does that mean in real life terms? 

 

June 6th-10th 
3 years to 4th grade  

1:00-3:00 p.m. 
 

Pre-Register 
 by June 1 and receive a 

Discounted price of 
$10/child $20/family 

 

 Or register at the door 
$15/child  $30/family 

 

Check in begins at 12:45 p.m. 
June 6th 

 

Closing Program: Friday 
  June 10th 2:45 p.m. 

 
Register on our website                     

First United Methodist Church 
1621 N . Main 

Carroll, IA 51401 
(712) 792-1122 

http://carrollunitedmethodist.org 
Contact:  Suzi Olberding 
suziolberding@msn.com 

IMPORTANT UPCOMING EVENTS 
May 1st Confirmation Sunday-come and  support our                   
newest members (Confirmation pictures are at 9 am) 
 
May 15th Graduation Recognition-we invite you to                  
congratulate our graduating High School Seniors 
 
June 6th-10th 1-3 pm Monumental Food 
Truck VBS (register on our website or contact 
the office) 



PASTOR’S DESK 
The numbers are starting to come in. 
I believed all along that the COVID-19 pandemic would forever change the Church. We've talked about ways that it affected our                        
congregation, but the bigger picture is starting to come in.  

1. The percentage of Americans who identify as Christians now stands at 63%, down from 65% in 2019 and from 78% in 2007.  

2. 29% of Americans now identify as having no religion, up from 26% in 2019 and 16% in 2007, when Pew began tracking 
religious identity.  

3. In-person church attendance is roughly 30% to 50% lower than it was before the pandemic  

4. The percentage of Americans who identify as “nothing in particular” grew from 16% in 2017 to 20% this year.  

5. The share of Americans who pray daily fell to 45% in 2021, compared with 58% in 2007  

What does all this mean for us at Carroll First United Methodist Church? I'm not sure but two things seem clear.  

1. The changes we've seen in our local congregation are not unique to us. (We are not alone) 

2.  It didn't take a great prophet to announce that the church was going to change because of the pandemic, but it will take a 
great partnership between pastor, leadership team, and people in the pews in order to discern a vision for where the church 
goes tomorrow.  

 Fortunately, by the grace of God, I believe this congregation is up to that job and I can't wait to see what we become for the 
kingdom. 

* Ian Lovett, “More Americans Left Religion During the Pandemic,” Wall Street Journal, December 14, 2021. , https://
www.wsj.com/articles/more-americans-left-religion-during-the-pandemic-11639494003   

The future of the United Methodist Church  

I'm sure that most of you have heard about the delay in General Conference to 2024. What is the rest of the picture and the rest 
of the story? I have many opinions (just ask my family they'll tell you) but here are a few things that we do know.  

1. The delay in General Conference only delays the formal signing of the divorce decree and custody arrangements for this 
schism. Problems are not going away and they will not get any easier.  

2. The "Global Methodist Church"  Will officially open its doors May 1st. This is a new denomination created for people who 
wish to either enforce the existing  rules regarding same-sex marriage and homosexual pastors or make them stricter.  

3. Reading the proposed GMC book of discipline as printed online shows that there will be several other ways the                                   
denomination is different from the UMC.  (Spoiler alert this is an opinion: I believe this reminds us that there are                              
sub-agendas on the table besides homosexuality. These include things like Episcopal authority, ownership of property, and 
deployment of pastors.)  

4. The Liberationist Methodist Connexion will likewise be opening its doors soon in order to accommodate those who wish to                    
remove any such prohibitions.  

5. The Iowa Annual Conference is on record as seeking to create a large umbrella where everyone who wants to can find a 
home, regardless of their beliefs.  

6. The bishops are scrambling to provide Episcopal leadership in the face of a shortage of bishops because no elections to               
replace those who have retired in the last two years (and maybe the next two).  

7. An unknown number of churches and pastors are in the process of disaffiliation. Because the General Conference has not 
created a new set of policies,  lawsuits are starting to be filed between churches and annual conferences.  

8. The UMW is now "United Women of Faith".  

9. Our congregation is gathering information and watching the process. No decisions have been made to change anything at 
this point. I do not anticipate that any decisions will be made in the very near future.  

10.  (Another opinion coming up here: I guarantee that in a year or even two years there will still be people who say, "I didn't 
know anything was happening." Please help make sure everyone understands the facts to whatever extent they 
are interested)   

The situation is very fluid with things changing every day. I suggest watching the United Methodist News Service 
website for daily updates.  If you have questions, always feel free to ask. If I can't answer them satisfactorily I Will 
be glad to help you get in contact with someone who can.  

Grace and peace (especially in these tumultuous days)  
Pastor Terry  

https://www.wsj.com/articles
https://www.wsj.com/articles


February Mission                          
Distribution  
March Mission Distributions 

Designated: 

$250.00 African University                          
Scholarships 

$200.00 Many Hands for Haiti 
$10.00 UMCOR National 
$100.00 UMCOR International: 
Ukraine 

$200.00 Carroll Co. Food Pantry 
(check) Half of this donation came 
from Saint John’s Lutheran Church as 
a thank you for the use of our                        
sanctuary for funerals during the time 
their sanctuary was being painted. 
In Kind: 

$323.23 Carroll Co. 
Food Pantry (grocery 
cart) 

UMCOR Hygiene Kits 

The mission committee will be collecting donations for UMCOR                     
hygiene kits after Easter and through the month of May. These kits 
will go into the inventory at Midwest Mission Distribution Center to 
replenish their supply after thousands were distributed across Iowa 
right after the March 5th tornados. The list of items for the hygiene 
kits can be viewed online or copies are available in the church                    
office. If you would like to have the mission committee purchase 
items for you, just mark your donations as “Hygiene Kits”. 
KITS CONTAIN: 
 1 hand towel (15X25—17X27 inches)                                           

-no kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels 
 1 washcloth 
      -no kitchen, cleaning or microfiber towel 
 1 comb                                                                                                

-must be sturdy with at least 6 inches of teeth                                    
-no pocket combs or picks                                                                
-rattail and combs without handles are acceptable but must have 
at least 6 inches of teeth 

 1 toenail or fingernail clipper                                                          
-no emery boards or metal nail files 

 Bath size soap (3oz. Bar or larger)                                                     
-no Ivory or Jergen’s soap                                                             
-do not remove from packaging 

 1 adult toothbrush                                                                               
-do not remove from packaging                                                         
-personal advertising not acceptable 

 10 adhesive bandages (3/4 by 3 inches)                                            
-common household bandages acceptable 

 1 one-gallon size resealable bag 
ALL ITEMS MUST BE NEW 

SOUP AND SANDWICH     
LUNCHEON 
We would like to thank everyone 
who attended our luncheon on      
Sunday, March 20th. Thank you for 
all of the generous donations. We 
raised $1275, 75% will go                     
toward mission trip expenses and 
25% will go to New Opportunities. 
Also thank you to all who helped 
with clean up.  
 
The Mission                          
Committee 

Sewing Group 
The sewing group will meet on Tuesday, April 19th, 
in Fellowship Hall from 9-11am. We will continue to 
work on items for the feminine hygiene kits and begin 
sewing school bags. We also need to complete 
stoles for the confirmation students.  

Lenten Mission Focus 
The Lenten mission focus this 
year is Disaster Response. 
Please indicate where your                  
donation is intended, UMCOR                              
International Disaster                              
Response, Disaster Response 
USA, Iowa Disaster Response, 
or local emergencies through 
the Pastor Discretionary Fund. 

Where’d they Go? Ingathering Update: 

We received word from Midwest Mission Distribution Center that the 
layette kits and feminine hygiene kits we assembled were shipped 
to Georgetown, Guyana, on the northeastern coast of South                    
America.  
The personal dignity kits we assembled were shipped to Spanish 
Town, Jamaica, where Midwest Mission partners with Food For the 
Poor’s Angels of Hope program which serves children in group and 
foster homes in Caribbean and Latin American 
countries. The items provide basic necessities 
for safe and healthy living conditions so                            
vulnerable children can rise above the effects of 
extreme poverty, abuse, or abandonment. 



 It is hard to believe that we are already into Spring! I am so excited for things to start to green up. It is so 
awesome watching all of the amazing sights we see from God during the spring! From flowers blooming, to 
yards greening up to birds returning. What is there to not love? 
 With spring also signals to the coming close of the school year and those weekly meetings for Youth 
Group. What an awesome group of kids Matt Klocke and myself have gotten to work with and watch grow this 
year. We have had 18 different Junior High youth and 5 High School girls join us sometime throughout the year. 
They are all great children of God! I am not entirely sure whether the last Wednesday for Youth Group will be 
May 4th or May 11th. We will be deciding this at an upcoming Youth Parents, Education Committee, and Worship 
Team meeting on Sunday March 27th.   
 At the meeting on March 27th we will all discuss what the future of our church youth and family                        
programming looks like with all options and dreams up for discussion. I look forward to sharing these ideas and 
future plans with everyone in next month’s newsletter! Please pray for all of us as we have our meeting that 
God’s plans are revealed to us in our meeting. 
 The Youth have been busy showing God’s love as they have taken on showering our shut-ins with first 
Valentine’s Day cards and most recently Easter cards. Some of the pictures that these kids can draw for our               
shut-in members is SO IMPRESSIVE! I told the youth about how well the Christmas cards were received by 
those that they sent cards to that they took it upon themselves to send out cards 4 times a year! Pretty cool of 
them I thought! 
 We are also working on a little bit of a mischievous project where we are working on lining up to go out 
egging the younger kids’ houses for Easter! We have 35-45 families with younger kids that we will be taking 12 
Easter eggs filled with candy (one egg for each family will be left empty to remind the families that Jesus lives 
and that the tomb was also empty! We will plan on delivering these eggs on Wednesday April 13th.  
  We are also getting close to presenting new church T Shirts that the kids designed. They will be present-
ing the design on a Sunday in the near future for everyone to order. It has been a few years since the youth did t-
shirts. They came up with a really neat design! All proceeds from the T-Shirts will be used to help fund their 
summer mission trip. 
 Speaking of the Summer Mission trip, fundraising for this has been a great success this year and planning 
for the mission trip is going great. We will be having a meeting in the near future for everyone to get all the pa-
perwork filled out and to discuss the details of the mission trip. As a reminder the summer Mission Trip will be 
July 17th-22nd. We will be using Group Missions again this year and we are planning a trip back to Loveland, 
Colorado! 
 The last thing I wanted to bring up to everyone is that we could use a few people to step up and provide a 
meal for the youth on a Wednesday evening as we have a few openings between 
now and the end of the year. Please reach out to myself or Sherri if you are interested 
in helping out. 
In closing, I pray that each and every one of you is growing closer to God during 
Lent and are prepared to rejoice that the tomb was found to be empty, He Lives!!! 
 God Bless, 
Jason Bush 

 

YOUTH NEWS 

May Baskets 
This will be a fundraiser for Scholarships. We are looking for people to prepare and donate a 
May Basket to be auctioned. These baskets can contain anything you would like to put in them. 
Maybe a family movie night basket, a golf basket, a woman’s spa basket, a baking basket, a 
supper basket, a health basket, a kid outdoor activity basket, a family game night basket, we 
even had a basket that was for a kitty. The opportunities are endless. Please have 
the basket you are donating here by April 8th. These will be placed on tables at 
the back of the sanctuary starting April 10th and can be bid on by writing a bid 
higher than the one already in place on the next line. Winning bids will be the       
highest bid at the end of church on May 1st.  



Easter Escape Room 
 
This escape room is designed for your family 
to be transported back into Biblical times. 
Your group will spend 35 minutes discovering 
that Jesus’ body was not stolen, but Jesus had 
risen from the dead (just as he said)! This                  
escape room activity will ensure that your 
group has an Easter experience that you will 
not soon forget. We will have 3 rooms                        
available on Sunday, April 
10 1-5 pm. Please sign up 
for your time slot on our 
church website. 

UM Kids 
In March we had a great time learning more 
about the Police and Fire Departments and 
what they do for the community. We ended with 
a bake sale and the money we raised was split                       
between the 2 departments.  
 
In April we will be focusing on the food pantry. 
Why it is important for our community and how 
we can help them. I am not sure how we will 
wrap it up—but the kids always have great                 
ideas!  
 
April will be the last month of UM Kids. We 
have had a blast this year and would love to 
see you at VBS this summer! 
 
Thank you to our UM Kid helpers: 
Carol Winterboer 
Katie Kruse 
Kelly Lawson 
Salome Christophers 
Sara Anderson 

Mini Methodist 
We will be having Mini Methodist on 
April 25, 2022 from 4-5 pm.  Mini 
Methodist is for those in Preschool 
and Kindergarten.  

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
Sunday school will end on April 10th. On April 10th we 
will meet in Fellowship Hall before going upstairs and 
waving palms for Palm Sunday. We will then go back 
down to Fellowship Hall and Sunday School. I want to 
thank our wonderful teachers that have helped with 
Sunday School: 
 
Preschool-4th grade:  Subs and Helpers: 
Mandy Nagl    Bobbi Jo Hocket 
Angie Agnew    Hailey Klocke 
Kelly Lawson    Nursery: 
Jr High:    Haley Bush 
Julie Chumbley   Maddie Parrott 
Lacie Tedrow   Jillian Chumbley 
High School: 
Chad Lawson 
Adult: 
Rebecca Johnson 
Dave Pederson 

Monumental VBS                        

Coming This Summer 
June 6th –10th 

3 years (potty trained) to 4th grade 
(Leaving) 

1:00-3:00 pm 
 All registrations must be received 

by June 1st. 
Cost:  $10 per child/ $20 per family  

Call the church office for scholarship information   
 

At VBS, kids will go on a Monumental adventure                   
exploring God’s awesomeness  

Kids participate in memorable Bible-learning activities, 
play teamwork-building games, take part in                                

one-of-a-kind Bible Adventures, collect Bible Memory 
Buddies to remind them to trust Jesus, and test out 

Sciency-Fun Gizmos they’ll take home and play with all 
summer long. Plus, kids will learn to look for evidence 
of God all around them through something called God 
Sightings. We will also learn about many missions that 

we can do from right here in Carroll Iowa! 



DIRECTORY UPDATE!!!! 
Time to update the directory, send in a new family 

photo and update your contact information.  Not in 

our directory? It is time to sign up, contact the office 

or use the form on our website under 

Sign up and Register. Our directory is 

available online and in paper form by 

request. 

Heavenly Bound Book Club 
book invites you to read 
April’s book                                                 
The Hate U Give by Angie 
Thomas 
 
Discussion on                       
Wednesday, April 
20th at 11 am at 
the Church. Bring 
your lunch. 
 
Books are available for pick 
up on the front desk. Read 
the book and then return it 
for someone else to read.  

Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor 
black neighborhood where she lives and the fancy suburban prep 
school she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is 
shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting of her childhood 
best friend, Khalil, at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was                     
unarmed. Soon afterward, Khalil’s death is a national headline. 
Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a 
gangbanger. Starr’s best friend at school suggests he may have 
had it coming. When it becomes clear the police have little interest 
in investigating the incident, protesters take to the streets and 
Starr’s neighborhood becomes a war zone. What everyone wants 
to know is: What really went down that night? And the only                     
person alive who can answer that is Starr. But what Starr does—or 
does not—say could destroy her community. It could also                              
endanger her life.  

Baptism 
Jade Dianne & Felix                         
Arnold Tonsfeldt                            
children of Travis &      
Carly Tonsfeldt were 
baptized into the family 
on Sunday, March 6th. 

UMW Lunch Meeting 

Wednesday, April 6th at 12 pm-Lunch provided 

CALL TO PRAYER AND SELF-DENIAL 

PROGRAM: Valerie Ogren 

HOSTESSES: Kelli Bush, Ruth Jackson, Marsha 

Nuckels 

OOPS! I 
missed Cohen 
King as one of 
our 3rd & 4th 
grade Bible 
graduates. 

Attention High School Seniors:    
Please look on our website 
under the youth tab for a 
church scholarship.  I know 
now is the time that you are           
working on these and I don’t 
want you to miss out on an opportunity 
to apply for one from the church! Also 
we are collecting pictures for our Senior 
video, please submit a baby picture and 
a Senior picture to the office by April 
30th. Watch for a letter in the mail with 
more information about graduation 
Sunday. 
Thanks 

I will be out of the 
office during the 
week of April                     
12-17, Pastor and 
Suzi will be here 
to help you if you 
have any 
concerns. 
Thanks, 
Sherri 

Day Away Wednesday, April 27th 9 am at 
Earl May-We will take a class on planting in 
pots. Sign up at the front 
desk if you are                               
interested. There is no 
cost for the class. 

UMW Spring Luncheon 

May 4th at 12 pm 

Please contact Rozanne 

Swartzendruber to 

make a reservation for 

the Spring Luncheon by 

April 27th. Her number 

is 1-308-991-2213. 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 1 
10:30 am                  
ACCURA                      

Devotions 
 

2 
 

3 
9:00 am Sunday 

School (5th-Adult) 
10:00 am Sunday 
School (3 yrs-4th) 

10:00 am Worship-
Choir 

 

4 
4:30 pm TOPS 

5:30 pm                        
Overeaters                 
Anonymous 

7:00 ALATEEN 

5 
9:00 am Staff             

Meeting 
6:00 pm Mental 

Health Task Force 
 

6 
12:00 pm UMW Meeting 
3:30-5:00 pm UM Kids 

4:30 pm Faith                           
Exploration 

5:30 –6:30 Middle 
School Youth 

6:30 Shared Meal 
7:00 pm Vespers                

Service 

7 
9:30 am 
Friends 

Breakfast at 
Family Table 

7:00 pm Adult 
Bible Study 

8 
10:30 am                     
ACCURA                     

Devotions 

9 
 

10 
PALM SUNDAY 
9:00 am Sunday 

School (5th-Adult) 
10:00 am Sunday 
School (3 yrs-4th) 

10:00 am Worship-
Bells 

1:00-5:00 pm Easter 
Escape Room Event 

6:00 4-H Meeting 

11 
4:30 pm TOPS 

5:30 pm                        
Overeaters                 
Anonymous 

Meeting 
7:00 ALATEEN 

12 
9:00 am Staff                

Meeting 
1:00-3:00 pm Color 

Me Pretty 
        

13 
3:30-5:00 pm UM Kids 

4:30 pm Faith                           
Exploration 

5:30 –6:30 Middle 
School Youth 

6:30 Shared Meal 
7:00 pm Vespers                

Service 
 

14 
7:00 pm Adult 

Bible Study 

15 
7:00-9:00 am 

Open                            
Communion 

10:30 am                     
ACCURA                     

Devotions 
3:00-6:00 pm 

Open                           
Communion 

16 
 

17 
EASTER  

10:00 am Worship-
Choir 

 
 

18 
12:30 pm Life 

Serve Blood Drive 
4:30 pm TOPS 

5:30 NAMI                
Leadership                 

5:30 pm                        
Overeaters                 
Anonymous 

7:00 ALATEEN 

19 
9:00 am Staff              

Meeting  
9:00 am Sewing 

Group 
4:00 pm St. Antony 

Devotions 
   6:00 Lions Club  

Meeting                 

20 
7:00 am Men’s                     

Breakfast at Family               
Table 

10:30 am Swan Place    
Devotions 

11:00 am Heavenly 
Bound Book Club    

3:30-5:00 pm UM Kids 
4:30 pm Faith                           

Exploration 
5:30 –6:30 Middle 

School Youth 
6:00 pm Missions 

Meeting 
6:30 Shared Meal 

7:00-8:00 Senior High 
Youth 

7:30 pm Ad Council  

21 
7:00 pm Adult 

Bible Study 

22 
LAST DAY 

FOR                        
ARTICLES  

9:30-1:30 pm 
Life Serve Blood 

Drive 
10:30 am                     
ACCURA                     

Devotions 

23 
 

24 
10:00 am Family                 

Worship-
Communion 

5:00-6:30 pm Piano 
Recital 

25 
4:00-5:00 pm Mini 

Methodist 
4:30 pm TOPS 

5:30 pm                        
Overeaters                 
Anonymous 

7:00 ALATEEN 

26 
9:00 am Staff              

Meeting  
9:00 am Messenger                  

Folding 

27 
9:00 am Day Away-Earl 

May Class 
3:30-5:00 pm UM Kids 

4:30 pm Faith                           
Exploration 

5:30 –6:30 Middle 
School Youth 

6:30 Shared Meal 
7:00-8:00 Senior  High 

Youth 
7:00 SPRC Meeting 

28 
7:00 pm Adult 

Bible Study 

29 
10:30 am                     
ACCURA                     

Devotions 

30 
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