
Devotion Week 9 

 
Pray. Ask God to guide you through His word in order to understand and apply His truth to your life.  

Read John 3:13-21. 

Reflect and Meditate. Remember that in this passage, Jesus is giving a monologue to Nicodemus who likely came to 

Jesus with the assumption that Jesus’ ministry was merely about miracles and teaching. In this passage, Jesus completely 

shatters that assumption by telling Nicodemus of Jesus’ loving sacrificial mission that changes people from the inside out. 

Jesus points out the necessity of His coming crucifixion by referring to Numbers 21:5-9.1 The serpent Moses lifted up was 

a sign that pointed to Jesus being lifted up on the cross in order to bring healing to all people who believe in Him. 

Likewise, just as Jesus was raised up on the cross, He would also be raised up from the grave, and believers will be 

exalted with Him (cf. Isaiah 52:13; 53:12). Both the cross and the resurrection are absolute necessities to being born again 

and knowing God. Jesus came to reveal these things. Only He has the authority to do so; therefore, listen to Him (John 

3:13). 

 Jesus continues on to the most famous passage in the Bible that culminates with John 3:16. Remember that these 

verses are connected to the themes of belief (pisteuo) and the new birth (regeneration). One must be born of water and 

spirit in order to enter God’s Kingdom and have knowledge of the beautiful, timeless truths of John 3:15-17. God proved 

His love for the world by giving His Son as a sacrifice to be lifted up on the cross. Despite the pain of the cross, the 

greater sacrifice came when God poured out His wrath on His righteous Son. Jesus cried out from the cross, “My God, my 

God, why have you forsaken me?” God’s loving gift of His son for the world makes true discipleship possible. The gift of 

the Son is the only hope for the world to avoid condemnation. Thus, Jesus’ mission, stated in 3:17, was not to condemn, 

for the world was already condemned. Rather, His mission was to save.  

 Never forget the status you once held as a condemned person before you were born again. 3:18-20 explains this 

status well. We were once naturally born men and women: condemned, wicked, and sinful. When we were naturally born 

people, we did not entrust ourselves to God but instead relied on our own perceived self-sufficiency. We once loved the 

darkness of a sinful world rather than the light of God coming into the world bringing truth and salvation. The light 

exposed our sinfulness, so we naturally retreated to the darkness to continue on in our folly. Had we continued on in this 

way, we would have perished. The Greek word for “perish” means to utterly destroy, but it does not mean to completely 

annihilate a person. There is not a loss of being but a loss of well-being. Creatures of darkness will perish in this way. 

 However, in Christ, as born again believers, we adhere to the truth that Christ revealed about God, who is Truth. 

Paul says that we are Christ’s workmanship. Every good deed we do as Christians is a direct result of our union with 

Christ. We are united to Him, and God is at work in us, conforming us to the image of His son (Eph 2:10; Rom 8:28-29). 

Christianity is no easy thing to believe, for the cross calls us out of darkness and into light; it humbles us to receive grace 

upon grace from His fullness (John 1:16). The new birth that we receive by the work of the Holy Spirit because of the 

blood of Christ is a marvelous foretaste of God’s future glory and restoration of all creation. This salvation will not go to 

everyone, but it is for anyone who believes. People do not receive the new birth and place their faith in God because of 

their own personal merit. People of all tribes, tongues, and nations, races, sexes, and ages can be born of spirit and truth, 

regardless of ability. Salvation is exclusively for those who are born again and trust in the promises of God. There is no 

other way to be reconciled to God out of a world of darkness. Is the doctrine of the cross merely an added benefit to your 

life that you can choose to accept? Or, do you see the cross as necessary to cause you to forsake the darkness of sin? Have 

you truly reflected on the beautiful, gracious necessity of the bloody cross?  

Pray. Thank God for the cross. Ask Him to help you forever grasp the importance of Jesus’ sacrifice. Thank Him that He 

has proven His perfect love in the person of Christ. Continue throughout all stages of life to prayerfully anticipate the 

future glory God will reveal in His people. Reflect on your previously condemned status, and rejoice that God has called 

you into His marvelous light.  

 
1 In Numbers 21:5-9, the Israelites became impatient with the duration of their journey from Egypt to the promised land. They even 

began to speak against Moses and God. They complained about God’s glorious provision by calling the manna that God provided 

everyday to nourish them “worthless food.” Therefore, God sent fiery serpents to bite, poison, and kill many Israelites because of their 

constant complaining and lack of faith. God did this so that the people would repent and return to God before suffering the fate of 

eternal condemnation due to their unbelief and wickedness. God then told Moses to make a bronze serpent at which the people would 

look in order to be healed. 


