
Devotion Week 6 

 

Pray. God’s Word is powerful. Remember John’s purpose for writing (20:30-31). Ask God to help you grasp 

the meaning of His word and apply it to your life so that you may believe in Jesus and have life in His name. 

Read John 2:23-25. 

Reflect and Meditate. In John 2:23-25, there are many people who come to believe in Jesus when they see His 

miraculous signs. These people witnessed something extraordinary and likely felt for a moment that His gospel 

would become their cause to passionately support. The Greek word used for these believers is pisteuo. John 

uses the same Greek word in 2:24 where we see the English word entrust (ESV). This word implies a trusting 

commitment to someone. It means more than to simply believe—it means to place confidence in someone. 

These people appear willing to commit to Jesus, but He knows their hearts. They are like the seeds that fall on 

rocky ground. They receive the word with joy immediately, but they have no firm foundation in which to take 

root. They endure for a time, but when this newfound faith is challenged, they fall away (Matthew 13:1-23; 

Mark 4:1-20; Luke 8:4-15). John confronts us with the reality that Jesus has the authority to entrust Himself to 

some and not others. Jesus looks for genuine faith in Him as Savior, King, and High Priest, not conversion 

based on a fascinated enthusiasm for His spectacular miracles. Jesus knows the hearts of all people, and He 

knows whether they will respond with genuine, committed, enduring faith or with fleeting, spurious, superficial 

faith. Jesus entrusts Himself to people who willingly commit themselves to Him based on who He is. 

In our culture, we often develop the bad habit of picking up a cause or purpose and then putting it back 

down when it becomes inconvenient to continue supoorting. We adopt what Alan Noble calls “thin beliefs.” 

Maybe you have found yourself scrolling through Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, or YouTube, and you find a 

posting about cleaning up the oceans, saving the whales, or giving to charities that support impoverished 

children from a different country. You think to yourself, “This is terrible! I need to be part of the solution to this 

problem!” Maybe there are some causes that you have felt passionate about for many years. Or maybe you have 

picked up a cause only for a moment until you lose interest. Think about some of the causes you have supported 

or felt strongly about.  

Sometimes as quickly as we pick up similar causes of activism, we discard them when they become 

inconvenient to our happiness and well-being. How many wealthy celebrities who speak out against our 

country’s wealth inequality would actually share their millions of dollars with struggling people who need some 

assistance? Heaven forbid we are disciples of Christ only when it is convenient or trendy. Are you a disciple 

only when it is convenient? Are you willing to follow Jesus as your King, even when it means you will have to 

sacrifice your own interests? Are you a Christian only because you accept the historical facts of the Bibles, or 

are you willingly to go beyond simple belief to a faithful commitment to the gospel? 

 Are you now unsure whether your faith is genuine or fleeting? Remember that Jesus entrusts Himself to 

people who trust Him. Throughout a believer’s life, God will reveal His work in His children. He ensures that 

their faith remains with them. A follower of Christ need not fear accidentally falling into unbelief; we rest 

secure in His work in our lives. God promises that He will put His faithful children into the fire in order to 

“refine them as one refines silver, and test them as gold is tested.” This means that God uses suffering and 

persecution in order to develop the faithful commitment of His children. As a result, the people of God “will 

call upon [His] name, and [He] will answer them. [He] will say, ‘They are my people’; and they will say, ‘The 

Lord is my God’” (Zechariah 13:9). 

Pray. Ask Jesus to entrust Himself to you as you faithfully commit to His leading. Ask God for the strength to 

endure as He develops your faithful commitment, even if it means going through “the fire” of spiritual 

refinement (Zechariah 13:9). Thank God that He is faithful to preserve His children for Himself so that He will 

say, “They are my people,” and we will say, “The Lord is my God.” Pray in Christ’s holy name.  


