
Devotion Week 5 

 

Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit to humble you. Ask Him to speak God’s truth into your life from the Scriptures. 

Read John 2:13-22. 

Reflect and Meditate. Though Jesus’ first sign of His authority (John 2:1-12) was more privatized to His 

disciples and the servants at the wedding, Jesus performed the second recorded sign of His authority in full view 

of everyone at the temple. People traveled long distances to Jerusalem for Passover to make sacrifices and pay 

the temple tax, but when Jesus found merchants capitalizing on the Jewish religion in their holy place of 

worship, His anger intensified. We do not know whether the merchants charged unfair prices or sold inferior 

products because these things are not the point. Business practices do not belong in the holy temple of God.   

 Therefore, Jesus reacted with holy, righteous anger. How often can we say our anger is righteous? Jesus’ 

anger, however, was motivated by His deep love and reverence for God and His dwelling place. Has your anger 

ever been motivated by a deep love and affection for someone like a friend, parent, or sibling? To understand 

Jesus’ anger, reflect on the purpose of the temple. The holy, righteous, transcendent1 creator-God of the 

universe would come to dwell with His sinful people in the temple, and the temple depicted God’s glory. 

However, Jesus, God’s ultimate revelation of Himself and who was the fullness of God in the flesh, walked into 

a disgraced temple. Therefore, He drove them out with anger. 

 Jesus then orders the pigeon salesmen not to make His Father’s house a house of trade. The Jews’ 

response was, “Who do you think you are? Why do you think you have the right to say and do these things? 

Can you prove you have this authority” Jesus tells them that He will show them a sign in the future; the temple 

will be completely destroyed and raised up in three days. We know that Jesus referred to His body rather than 

the physical temple. Jesus came to replace the temple, for the temple was no longer needed.2 The temple was 

merely a sign that pointed to Jesus; God more intimately dwells with His people through Jesus. Therefore, as 

the temple’s fulfillment and replacement, Jesus has ultimate authority over the temple.  

These merchants were incapable of properly revering the temple, so they were perhaps even more 

incapable of properly revering Jesus as the replacement. Jesus promised them a prophetic sign that would not 

reach its fulfillment until a while later when He would be crucified, buried, and resurrected on the third day. 

Jesus’ distant prophecy of this sign increased the authenticity of His claims as the disciples reflected back on 

that moment after seeing the resurrected Christ, understanding all the more that this is the beloved Son; 

therefore, listen to Him (Luke 9:35)! Are you prepared to take Jesus seriously? Are you prepared to revere Him 

as God in the flesh who came to dwell among His people? In the wise words of Jon Foreman, “Jesus is not my 

homeboy.” The gospel is not simply a trendy and easy way of life, nor is Jesus simply a friend we can talk to 

every now and then when convenient. The good life of living for Jesus means that we die to ourselves to follow 

Jesus as our God-King in the flesh. Obey Him in everything you do. But remember this King also loves and 

serves you by forgiving you through His death on the cross. 

Pray. Praise God that the Holy God of glory with righteous anger against sin wants to dwell with sinful people 

who love Him. Give Him praise and honor for who He is: our holy creator-God. Ask Him to constantly remind 

you of His authority. Revere Him in all His majesty and splendor. Remember that the church is the body of 

Christ. God dwells personally with us through His Spirit. This is certainly cause for praise!  

 
1 Transcendence means that God is above us and removed from us. He is beyond and greater than us. God is the transcendent Creator, 

and we are His finite creation. Yet God is also immanent, meaning that He wants to dwell and have a relationship with us. 

 
2 See Revelation 21:22. There is no temple in John’s symbolic vision of the new Jerusalem because Jesus will be the temple. He will 

dwell with His people directly through “the Lamb.” 


