
Devotion Week 4 

 

Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit for help with today’s Bible study. Ask Him to help you apply it to your life. 

Read John 2:1-12. 

Reflect/Meditate. This Mother’s Day, remember to give honor and recognition to mothers for loving, raising, 

supporting, nurturing, and sacrificing their interests for their children. Now think of Mary and Jesus’ 

relationship. Do they have a typical mother-son relationship? What are some differences you see in this 

passage? What makes their relationship unique? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 There are two important things to remember when you read this passage. The first is that Jesus is the 

eternal Word made flesh. The Word pre-existed creation, coexisted with God, and self-existed for eternity 

because He is God. The Word also created everything. Second, remember the apostle John’s purpose for writing 

found in John 20:30-31: “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written 

in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 

believing you may have life in his name.” Now we can examine this passage in context. 

In this passage, Mary, who possibly could have helped organize this wedding, noticed that the wine was 

nearly gone, so she began to worry. Therefore, she went to Jesus, her loving son, knowing He could fix the 

situation. However, Jesus gently rebuked her for coming to Him as if He were simply a son who could help her 

out of a bind.1 However, here, at the very beginning of His ministry, Jesus made it clear that He did not come to 

earth to be used for the plans of men and women. Instead, He came as the creator of the universe, the promised 

Messiah, and the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.   

Mary, who gave birth to Jesus, raised Him, taught Him to speak and walk, and nurtured Him, could no 

longer approach Him as if He were simply one of her helpful sons, for He is the Son of God who created Mary! 

Jesus’ family appears to have learned this lesson. His brothers, James and Jude, did not identify themselves as 

Jesus’ brothers in their New Testament letters; instead, they identified themselves as servants of Jesus Christ 

(James 1:1, Jude 1). Mary, who realized her mistake of not recognizing Jesus’ authority and purpose, turned to 

the servants and told them to “do whatever he tells you” (John 2:5). Next, Jesus turned the water into wine, not 

for the purposes of fixing Mary’s problem. Verse 11 clarifies His reason for doing this: to display His glory so 

that the disciples might believe in Him. This was the first of the eight signs that John records in his Gospel that 

display Jesus’ glory as the Christ, the Son of God. 

Sometimes we become overrun by anxiety, and we want God to fix all of our issues. However, 

remember what Mary told the servants in the midst of her anxiety about the wine at the wedding: “Do whatever 

he tells you.” Concern yourself primarily with obeying Jesus. Settle down and let God work out His plan for 

your life, and you will react to His wonderful activity the same way as Jesus’ disciples in John 2:11; you will 

believe in Him.  

Pray. Praise the Lord! When we choose to trust and obey Him, He proves His glory and trustworthiness. Thank 

God that His plans are fixed and sovereign. Ask God to rebuke you where you need to be rebuked so that you 

can continue on the pathway of discipleship.  

 
1 There isn’t a good way for us to translate the Greek term used when Jesus calls Mary “woman.” This is not disrespectful in a 1st 

century context. Note how Jesus uses the same expression to politely address Mary in John 19:26 and various other women in Matt 

15:28; Luke 13:12; John 4:21; 8:10; 20:15. Jesus could be using this term to address Mary because He is trying to distance Himself 

from her as He begins His ministry so that she can understand that He is not merely her son but the Son of God. 


