
Devotion Week 3 

 

Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit to bless and guide your study. Ask God to convict and forgive you of your sin. 

Prepare to be changed by God’s Word. 

Read John 1:29-34. 

Reflect and Meditate. Everyone at some point has been under someone else’s leadership. Parents, teachers, 

bosses, and church elders function as leaders who, in some sense, rule over us. What are some qualities that you 

think a good leader should have? What do you expect from your teacher or a government leader for example? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 When the Word put on flesh and dwelt among us, He came as a leader, preaching with unparalleled 

authority. Mark summed up His preaching with the words: “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 

hand; repent and believe in the gospel” (Mark 1:15, ESV). Jesus is the Son of God and ruler of this kingdom. 

Even demons are aware of this truth (Mark 3:11, 5:7). In John 1:29-34, Jesus’ baptism by John the Baptist had 

already taken place. John the Baptist recalls to other people that He saw the Holy Spirit descend from heaven 

and remain on Jesus. This confirmed that Jesus is the Son of God. The Jews expected this triumphant Messiah 

to arrive and kick the Romans out of their land, establishing the nation of Israel permanently. However, Jesus’ 

leadership challenged their notions about the Messiah.1  

 John declares two important things about the Messiah in John 1:29: He is the Lamb of God, and He 

takes away the sin of the world. The title “Lamb of God” refers to Passover. This yearly feast is a reminder to 

the Jews about how God delivered Israel from Egypt. King Jesus is the Lamb being led to the slaughter (Isa 

53:7) so that God can deliver His people from captivity and His holy wrath.2 Jesus also came to take away the 

sins of the world. This references another important Jewish celebration: the Day of Atonement. On this day, the 

priest of Israel brings two goats before the Lord. One goat is sacrificed to God as a sin offering and the other 

goat is sent into the wilderness as a “scapegoat” bearing the sins of the people (Lev 16). Therefore, King Jesus 

put on flesh in order to suffer and die. Is this the kind of leader you would imagine as a first century Jew living 

under oppressive Roman rule? In the words of Isaiah, “who has believed what he has heard from us?” (Isa 

53:1). What a preposterous thing for a sovereign king to do! 

 However, Jesus pursued the cross throughout His ministry, and the Holy Spirit empowered Him. 

Previously, the Holy Spirit often came upon a person to temporarily empower him or her for a specific task, but 

with Jesus, for the first time in human history, the Holy Spirit remained on a person. Jesus was the only one able 

to baptize with the Holy Spirit. The Old Testament prophecies about God’s people receiving an outpouring of 

the Holy Spirit have finally been fulfilled (see Ezekiel 36:25-36). But before the outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 

our faithful Messiah needed to suffer and die for the unrighteous. Isaiah 53:10-12 indicates that it was the will 

of the Lord to crush His suffering servant, yet after His suffering which brought salvation, God raised Him to 

glory to sit at His right hand. Jesus’ work of salvation is finished!  

Pray from the Word of God based on what you have read. Prayer is a dialogue with God where He has spoken 

to us in His Word. Thank God for who He is: our faithful King who suffered and died for us, satisfying the 

wrath of God against our sin. Thank Him for His sacrificial leadership. Ask God to help you lead by serving 

others. Thank God that the Holy Spirit remains with all believers because we are in Christ, baptized with the 

Holy Spirit. Pray in His precious and holy name. Amen. 

 
1 Remember, messiah means “anointed one.” Kings in those times were anointed with oil; thus, there were many different messiahs 

throughout Israel’s history. Jesus, however, was the Messiah whom God promised would rule forever in 2 Samuel 7:12-17. 
2 For more on the Exodus, watch “God’s Story: Passover” from Crossroads Kids’ Club: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1IwMt-

KLkSE   
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