
DEVOTION WEEK 2 

 

Prayer. Make it a habit to regularly pray before studying the Bible. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you understand 

the truth of God’s word. Let Him be a guide for your study so you will be conformed to the image of Christ 

through the living word of God. 

Read John 1:19-28. This is the word of the Lord. This is our foundation for the Christian life (Eph 2:19-22). 

Reflect and Meditate. Imagine someone asking you, “Who are you?” What would you say beyond your name? 

What would you tell them about yourself? Feel free to summarize below. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Likewise, the Jewish priests and Levites asked John the Baptist who he was. The first prophet of Israel 

in 400 years was baptizing people in a river. Baptism was common in Jewish culture at this point. Most people 

baptized themselves upon conversion, but John baptized others. This unique ministry of baptism indicated that 

he had a special authority from God to do so. The Jewish priests and Levites knew their Scriptures well. They 

expected: Elijah to return (Mal 4:5), a Christ figure to rule as Israel’s eternal king (2 Sam 7:12-17), and a 

prophet similar to Moses who will be the voice of God (Deut 18:15-18).1 Therefore, they were curious—they 

wanted to know who authorized John to baptize. Notice John’s responses.  

 John knew he was an important prophetic witness appointed by God to prepare the way for the coming 

Messiah. When asked who he was, John simply told them he was not the Messiah, Elijah, or the Prophet. When 

pressed further to answer who he was, John quoted Isaiah 40:3. In its original context, this prophecy declared to 

Israel that they would one day return from their exile in Babylon to their home in Judah. John claims that he is 

the voice crying out to people to prepare for the King who will lead God’s people to their true home in heaven. 

The King, however, is not only the leader—He is the way to God (John 14:6). On this side of eternity, we will 

not be home until Jesus returns and fully establishes His Kingdom, forever defeating sin and suffering. Until 

then we are still exiles on this earth because we are citizens of heaven (1 Peter 2:11).2 

 Remember how you answered the question, “Who are you?” John’s answer pointed to Christ. He told 

them more about Jesus than he did about himself. The one coming after John is even greater. He is the Word 

made flesh, the Creator of the universe, and the one whose sandals we are not worthy to untie. Everything John 

did was to prepare people for the King, even the nature of his baptism. He answered the questions from the Jews 

by exalting Christ. As followers of Christ we find our value in Christ, not in ourselves. 

Pray.  

1. Praise God for His holiness. He is beyond us and separate from Creation, yet the Son put on flesh. 

2. Praise God for Christ providing the way back home through a personal relationship with Him. 

3. Ask God to help you exalt Him above yourself.  

4. Ask God to help you tell others about our good and faithful King Jesus. 

5. If you are a Christian, thank God that you are a citizen of His Kingdom. If you are not a Christian, ask 

yourself what is stopping you from seeking a home with God in heaven. Ask God to give you rest in His 

finished work of salvation.  

 
1 However, the New Testament affirms that the Prophet and the Messiah are the same person (Acts 3:22-23, 7:37), but the Jews did 

not understand this.  
2 For more on Hebrew exile, watch the short, helpful video from the Bible Project titled “Exile” on YouTube: 

https://youtu.be/xSua9_WhQFE  

https://youtu.be/xSua9_WhQFE

