
Devotion Week 18 

Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit to speak God’s truth into your life through the reading of His word so that your life will be 

changed. 

Read John 5:19-29. 

Reflect and Meditate. To the typical religious person, this is a difficult passage. Recall from the previous passage 

that the Pharisees accused Jesus of breaking the Sabbath command to rest by healing a man on the Sabbath. This 

prompted the Jews to persecute Jesus, and then Jesus called God His Father, claiming that God’s work was also His 

work. This further provoked the Jews to malice. Then, in John 5:19-29, Jesus gave the most detailed and explicit 

revelation of His own authority as the Son of God in the Gospel so far. He did not deny the Pharisees’ accusation 

that He claimed equality with God, for their accusation was correct. Their problem was not misunderstanding what 

Jesus said; their problem was unbelief caused by their own sin. Remember that the darkness (sin) cannot 

comprehend the light of Christ (John 1:5, 10-11). Sin rejects Christ’s authority as He reveals grace and truth. The 

“religious” Pharisees struggled with these sayings, and so do many “religious” people today. 

 Jesus speaks concerning His co-equality with God as well as His own unique personhood. We refer to this as 

the Trinity (including the Holy Spirit). It may seem shocking when Jesus says, “the Son can do nothing of His own 

accord, but only what He sees the Father doing,” (5:19). However, Jesus clarifies that He still exercises His own will. 

In fact, He claims that He is God in the flesh because the Father has given Him the authority to judge and give life. 

Likewise, when one honors the Son, he or she also honors God the Father; whoever believes Jesus believes the 

Father who sent Him. Though the Pharisees and the Jews accused Jesus of blaspheming God, speaking heresy 

against God, and acting against God’s will, Jesus claimed that it is not possible for He and the Father to have 

different wills. Jesus and the Father’s will are united in purpose and knowledge. Therefore, if one wants to know 

God, then look to the Son. If one wants to worship and glorify God, then worship and glorify His Son. Remember 

that Jesus came to reveal the Father when He put on flesh and dwelt among us. We have now witnessed the glory of 

God in the Son, full of grace and truth. 

 It is easy for a person to be religious: to search for God, meaning, and purpose; to devote one’s self to 

worship of God or gods; or to arrange one’s life around a moral code of living. However, religious and nonreligious 

people stumble over passages such as this. How do you know if a teaching or saying is Christian? How do you know 

whether a person preaches the gospel of Christ as opposed to a different religion? What does the person say about 

Christ? If he believes Jesus of Nazareth was a real historical figure, does he believe we can know His teachings as 

they are recorded in the Bible? Does he believe Jesus’ claim that He is God in the flesh who possesses the same will 

as God the Father? Does he believe that Jesus was also fully human? Does he believe that Jesus, though He judges 

all sinners, also gives life to whom He wills? Does he believe that Jesus’ mission and purpose for His coming into 

the world is to save sinners, reconciling them to God (John 3:17)? Any teaching that does not affirm these things 

about Jesus of Nazareth, the incarnate Son of God, dishonors God. No matter how religious or intelligent this person 

may seem, he dishonors God and brings himself under judgment. On the contrary, those who preach the gospel of 

Jesus and have been born again will hear His voice calling them to the resurrection of life when He returns to fully 

establish His Kingdom. As believers, we must wrestle with these truths and affirm them, for any teaching contrary to 

this truth is blasphemous and does not know God’s will. Any other religious belief system in which God did not send 

His Son into the world as revealed in the Scriptures is an idolatrous and false God. Therefore, as the apostle said in 1 

John 5:21, “Little children, keep yourselves from idols.” 

Pray. Praise God that He has revealed His glory in His Son who put on flesh and dwelt among us. Ask the Holy 

Spirit to guide you in understanding the saving truth that Jesus was fully human and fully God. Thank God that he 

causes people to be born again so that God may work through the lives of His people. Praise Him and acknowledge 

that it is only through His grace at work in our lives that we can hope to one day be called to the resurrection of life. 

Ask God to give you a discerning mind that loves His gospel and rejects any other teaching that dishonors God. 


