
Devotion Week 17 

 
Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit to bring the words of Scripture to life. Ask the Holy Spirit to teach, rebuke, correct, and train 

you in righteousness through God’s inspired word.  

Read John 5:1-18. 

Reflect and Meditate. Recall once again how John began His Gospel account. When Jesus put on flesh and dwelt among 

us, He was the light shining in a dark world of sin. However, John 1:11 informs us that “He came to his own, and his own 

people did not receive him.” Up until this point in the Gospel, Jews in Judea and Galilee seemed mostly hesitant to accept 

Jesus’ lordship. In John 4:48, Jesus rebuked the Galileans when He said, “Unless you see signs and wonders you will not 

believe.” The overall skepticism and hesitancy to accept Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah and Son of God next changed 

to rejection and direct opposition to Jesus’ ministry. 

 In this passage, Jesus came to a pool where numerous crippled, weakened, powerless, afflicted people regularly 

gathered to find healing. Jesus singled out one man among the crowd of afflicted people and chose to heal him, possibly 

because his weakened condition was related to a specific sin. This man received Jesus powerful words of healing such that 

he was completely healed of his affliction. Jesus restored him completely; he even managed to carry his own mat!  

 However, the Pharisees were unconcerned with the miraculous healing. In verse twelve they do not mention the 

fact that this man could now walk after thirty-eight years of affliction. They merely ask, “Who is the man who said to you, 

‘Take up your bed and walk?’” Their man-made ritual understanding of the Sabbath command to rest from work was 

more important to them than God (who gave the command) putting on flesh and inaugurating the Kingdom of God. After 

the man sees Jesus again, Jesus commands Him not to sin anymore, for there is a coming judgment by a just God (cf. John 

5:28-29). The man then learns Jesus’ name and rats Him out to the Pharisees, despite His gracious healing! At this point, 

Jesus not only violated the Pharisees’ rituals, but He also claimed equality with God the Father. In their eyes, an 

individual person had no right to call God his Father. Moreover, Jesus had no right to say that the Father’s eternal, 

continuous work was also His own. Therefore, the Pharisees sought to kill the blasphemous Jesus. 

 Have you ever read something in the Bible that made you uncomfortable? Have you read something to which you 

would prefer not to listen? If any of us answers “no” to these questions, either you are perfectly holy already and in no 

need of the gospel, or perhaps you have not read the Bible honestly and humbly. As unholy sinners reading the revelation 

of a perfectly holy and righteous God, the Bible ought to make us uncomfortable. We ought to feel shame and rebuke. 

However, by the blood of Jesus, God makes a people holy for Himself. In the meantime, we come to passages on chastity 

and sexuality and ask, “Does God really mean that I have to use my body in a specific way? I wish He hadn’t said that!” 

Or perhaps, we are completely honest about the depth of our sin, and, to some of us, the guilt of our sin outweighs the 

power of the gospel. Perhaps guilt has made us so wrought with fear and uncertainty that there is no way God could 

redeem and adopt us into the people of God—we feel woefully inadequate of the promises of God. If this is the case (as it 

often is for me), can we ever say that the blood of Jesus is not enough to cover our sins? Is the Holy Spirit not powerful 

enough to create a change in us to live for God? How dare we deny the power of God’s promises to make a people for 

himself, a people put through the fire who will know him by name! 

 Throughout the history of the church, we have seen a spiritual war waged against God’s Kingdom. Power after 

power has attempted to stamp out the hope of the gospel. People have come to the gospel with their own systems of 

beliefs and morality (such as the Pharisees and their Sabbath rituals), believing that their way is better than the way of the 

sovereign God. If it’s not an entire nation’s government opposing the gospel message (such as the Roman empire), then 

ideologies and philosophies attempt to stamp out the gospel to this day. However, for God’s people, the light of God 

shines even brighter in a world darkened by sin. Jesus did not come as a mere teacher or prophet, for He made direct 

claims that He was the Son of God and God in the flesh. If His claims were false information, He was either a liar or a 

lunatic. However, His resurrection provided us with a great hope that God’s Kingdom is here. Death and sin are now 

powerless over the people of God, and there is no spiritual power that can stamp out the hope of the gospel. Though the 

world rejects the gospel as foolishness, folly, or blasphemy, God’s people rest in the finished work of Christ. 

Pray. Ask God to keep His word written on your heart so that you remain a citizen of His Kingdom everywhere you go. 

Ask God for forgiveness when you find yourself hesitant to accept the teachings of the Bible when they are either too 

challenging or contradict your own ways of thinking. Praise God that regardless of your unholiness, He has promised to 

make a people holy for Himself. Praise Him that Jesus, the Son of God, came to bring God’s Kingdom into the world. 

Praise Him that no opposing spiritual power of darkness can stamp out the hope of the gospel. 


