
Devotion Week 16 

 

Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you as you study God’s word. Ask that He give you joy in studying God’s 

word as He convicts and changes you by it. 

Read John 4:43-54. 

Reflect and Meditate. Perhaps you are struggling with believing the claims of the Bible and devoting yourself 

to God. Have you ever thought about asking God to show you a sign or perform a great miracle in the hopes 

that seeing something miraculous might cure you of your unbelief? Do you think God would remain silent, or 

would He humor your demands? How much convincing do you think you need from God that He is real and has 

revealed Himself in His word? 

In the Gospel according to John, John records several signs that Jesus performed in order to display His 

glory so that His followers will believe and commit themselves to Him (John 2:11). Recall in the previous 

devotion that many Samaritans came to believe and commit themselves to Jesus after hearing the Samaritan 

woman’s testimony about Jesus and seeing Him for themselves. John 4:41 notes that many more believed 

simply by hearing His word. Though Judea supposedly consisted of the people of God, the “unclean” 

Samaritans seemed to more readily embrace Jesus as the long-awaited Messiah.  

After two days in Samaria, Jesus came to the same city in which He performed His first sign of glory in 

John 2. In the context of this passage in John 4, when John notes that the Galileans welcomed Jesus, he does so 

with irony, for in this passage Jesus rebuked these people for not believing unless they see even more signs and 

wonders. They should have already been so thoroughly convinced of His divinity and Sonship to God that they 

committed to trusting and relying on Him for all of their needs. They should have welcomed Him as the Son of 

God and King of the cosmos. He should not have needed to give more signs to prove that He is the eternal 

Word made flesh. He had already displayed His glory once through the sign at the wedding in Cana (John 2). 

Furthermore, someone familiar with the Hebrew Scriptures should have already known that this Nazarene born 

of a virgin in Bethlehem was the Christ. However, they “welcomed” Him not as the authoritative Messiah and 

Son of God—instead, they welcomed Him as a man who can perform a few more tricks to hold their interest. 

 Throughout the first twelve chapters of the Gospel according to John, Jesus performed signs to display 

His glory. The climactic sign occurred in John 11 when Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead. However, in the 

next chapter, the Pharisees and a large multitude of Jews refused to believe Jesus’ divinity and therefore 

rejected Him. This should come as no surprise, for John 1:11 already informed us that His own people would 

reject the eternal Word of God made flesh. We may also think that we require a particular sign from God. We 

might as well say, “God, bend over backwards for me so that I will believe you,” as if we are so very important 

that we can command God to perform in accordance with our will. However, God is not subject to our will—we 

are subject to His will. Our greatest obstacle to Christian faith is not a lack of evidence; our greatest obstacle is 

sin which blinds us to knowledge of God and diminishes His sovereignty and holiness. Just as the Jews of 

Galilee still failed to recognize Jesus as the Messiah even after seeing His numerous signs, our sinful minds 

likewise cause us to forget the works of God that testify to His existence and faithfulness, blinding us to the 

truth that “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork” (Ps 19:1). There 

are no signs and wonders that can cure us of our sin-induced blindness and forgetfulness. We require a new 

birth of water and spirit—we must be born of God (John 1:12-13; 3:3-5). Only a regenerated person who 

hungers to know God and trusts in His power and authority can see the workings of God and find rest in Him.  

Pray. Thank God for His word, which the Holy Spirit effectively uses to change hearts. Acknowledge your 

skepticism and hesitancy to believe God’s truth. Ask God to cure you of your unbelief, not by performing signs 

which our sins can cause us to forget, but by giving you a new birth and a new mind that believe in the promises 

of God. Ask God to help you recall all of His workings in your life and the lives of other believers so that you 

will continue to commit your life to following Him. 


