
Devotion Week 15 

 

Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide your study of Scripture. Ask Him to restore to you the joy of God’s salvation 

as you study His word and consider His revelation to us of His good, eternal character. 

Read John 4:39-42. 

Reflect and Meditate. Several years ago, a popular television show premiered on AMC. This show got 

everyone talking about how great it was. I had not yet seen the show, but numerous friends and acquaintances 

would speak continuous high praise to the show’s writing, creativity, acting, and directing. They urged me 

incessantly to watch the show too; therefore, after several years of being told it was the greatest show ever 

written, I caved and watched the show all the way through. Admittedly, the large amount of hype for the show 

gave me higher expectations than it could deliver. However, after viewing the show for myself, I no longer only 

heard of a great television show, but I had seen it for myself.   

 In John 4:39-42, many Samaritans had received the woman’s testimony about Jesus. After Jesus reveals 

to the woman His intimate knowledge of her and her sin, she left her water jar (the very reason she was at the 

well with Jesus) and went back into town to bear witness to others about how great this man’s prophetic 

abilities were. Perhaps He is the Christ! Verse 39 picks up on the continuation of the story of the Samaritans’ 

response to Jesus’ ministry. Rather than hearing the woman merely speak about this man who may be the 

Christ, the people desired to see for themselves to confirm her testimony.  

While the comparison between seeing Jesus for yourself and watching a television show may seem silly, 

this is intentionally so. If we are willing to devote countless hours of our lives sitting in front of the television to 

watch a show that others have nagged us to death about watching, then how much more fervently ought we to 

investigate the claims and testimonies of thousands of years of saints throughout the history of the church and 

today that Jesus is the Christ, Savior of the world (cf. John 3:17)? How foolish would we be if we are more 

willing to devote our time and energy to sitting in front of what some affectionately call the “idiot box” but not 

devote our time to investigating the claim that Jesus is the way, and the truth, and the life and the only way to be 

reconciled to God (John 14:6)?  

Listen to the testimony of God’s people as they plead for you to see for yourself the greatness of God. 

After viewing an overhyped television show, I had a deeper discerning knowledge of the show than when I had 

simply heard of it. I could pick up on key themes as they developed and understand character motivations and 

the tragedies that unfolded throughout the series in light of these things. This enabled me to appreciate the show 

more. As Christians, we must move beyond simply hearing a basic gospel presentation every week. We must 

hunger for a more intimate knowledge of our Father in heaven. The writer to the Hebrews in Hebrews 5, scolds 

the recipients of his letter for not growing in this intimate knowledge of God. He exhorts them to go from milk 

(the elementary knowledge and faith of a new believer) to solid food as they seek to know and love God more 

intimately. Otherwise, the danger is apostasy, or abandoning the faith (Heb 6). We must seek to know God more 

intimately so that we learn to desire Him more fully. Jesus came to bear witness of the things of God; He is 

God’s full revelation of Himself to us. Therefore, hear the testimonies of the Son of God as well as the 

testimonies of the saints of God regarding Jesus and the indwelling Holy Spirit—hear these testimonies and see 

for yourself. In Christ, God’s Kingdom has drawn near. Therefore, ask God to create a new heart in you, and 

receive the fullness of knowledge about Him as He reveals His truth and glory to you.Taste and see for yourself. 

In doing so, we may truly worship God in spirit and in truth as His regenerate people (John 4:23, 3:3-8). 

Pray. Thank God that He has revealed the fullness of His glory in Christ. In Christ, His Kingdom has drawn 

near. Ask God to help you gain a more intimate knowledge of Him through the Holy Spirit-led study of His 

word. Ask that through understanding Him better you may better love and serve Him and others. Ask the Holy 

Spirit to let God’s word be your life’s guide and source of authority throughout all days to come. Praise Him 

that we have an opportunity to bear witness of His greatness. 


