
Devotion Week 13 

Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you through a thoughtful and prayerful study of the truth revealed in His word. 

Read John 4:16-26. 

Reflect and Meditate. Have you ever been asked to explain what the Christian gospel is? What are some important 

things you might include if you were to explain the gospel and the Christian life to someone, particularly an 

unbeliever? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 In John 4:16-26, Jesus continued His conversation with the Samaritan woman at the well. He began this 

portion of the conversation with an uncomfortable truth about the Samaritan woman’s sin. Samaritans acknowledged 

only the Torah, or the first five books of the Old Testament, as their scriptures. According to the Torah, this woman 

was an adulteress. She had been married to five different men, and at the time, she lived with a man to whom she 

was not married. Jesus, the Son of God who knows what is in man (2:25), exposed her sinfulness. Just like you and 

me, this woman’s primary issue was not the particular sin of which she was guilty; rather, the issue is that she was a 

sinner. Her actions and living situation were reflections of her sinful, fallen nature. To enter the Kingdom of God, 

sinful people must be regenerated and born of water and spirit. Jesus’ detailed exposure of her sin caused the 

Samaritan woman to conclude that He was a prophet.1 

 Next, the Samaritan woman addressed one of the primary theological tensions between the Jews and the 

Samaritans: the temple and location of worship. The Samaritans built their temple on Mount Gerizim (cf. Gen 12:6-

7; Deut 11:29-30; 27:2-7, 12; Jos 8:33) while the Jews built their temple in Jerusalem. The Samaritan woman wanted 

to know which group was correct. However, Jesus, told her that when the hour of His death, resurrection, and 

exaltation arrives, God’s people will no longer worship according to a specific location. Instead, worship will be 

centered on Christ, the Word made flesh who dwelt among us (see devotion week 1 on John 1:14). By worshipping 

in the name of the Son, God’s people will worship Him. “True worshippers” will worship God (who is spirit) in 

spirit and in truth. True worshippers do not simply perform empty rituals as an attempt to appease God—true 

worshippers enjoy the fullness of God’s grace as it cleanses and satisfies their regenerated spirit. Likewise, true 

worshippers worship according to the truth God reveals through the Son and through His Scriptures by the testimony 

of the Holy Spirit. Jesus concludes the exchange in this passage by claiming that He is the long-awaited Messiah 

who will reveal God’s truth as Moses did long ago. 

 Recall your definition of the gospel from before. We often have the tendency to make things as simple as we 

possibly can. This is the “gospel for dummies” approach. However, be careful not to reduce the gospel too much by 

neglecting key elements. Several important elements are listed in this passage of Scripture and John 3. All people 

born of the flesh are sinful, and God’s truth exposes our sin. Likewise, God’s people take joy in Him and worship 

Him as regenerate people who are fully satisfied in Him and cleansed by Him. His people worship Him through the 

death, resurrection, and exaltation of the Son, in whose name we gather regularly. Last, we must know who Jesus is. 

We must recognize the greatness of our own sin so that we can enjoy the fullness of grace given by Jesus’ death on 

the cross. We must know Him as our Messiah and Suffering Servant of the Lord; He is the Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world. Believing in Him is the only way to enjoy eternal life with God who satisfies all our 

deepest longings. 

Pray. If you are not a believer, or if you are a new believer, ask God to help you get to know His Son through the 

washing of regeneration. Praise Jesus for being our King, Prophet, and High Priest who goes to God on our behalf. 

Because Jesus is faithful to those who trust in Him, we can enjoy God. Ask Him to give you a heart for His people 

and a heart for worship. Praise Him that no sin is too great to be covered by the blood of Christ. 

 
1 Some scholars translate verse 19 to read, “…you are the prophet.” Since the Samaritan scriptures end at Deuteronomy, they often 

refer to Deuteronomy 18:15-18, which predicts that a prophet like Moses will come. In their eyes, Jesus would be this messianic 

prophet of great power and authority sent by God. This translation may be accurate, but verse 25 seems to indicate that she had not yet 

acknowledged that Jesus was the prophetic Messiah. 


