
Devotion Week 11 

 
Pray. Ask the Holy Spirit to create a clean heart and renew a right spirit within you. Ask him to restore to you the 

joy of His salvation. Ask that He use the passage of study today to conform you to the image of the Son. 

Read John 3:31-36. 

Reflect and Meditate. Today we have more information available to us than ever before. Oftentimes, we do not 

know what sources we can trust. We begin to question which news source will give us the whole story. How do you 

know what to believe with all of these pieces of information and consequent opinions out there? More importantly, 

whom do you trust to give you all of the correct information? With so much information out there, it is crucial to be 

able to discern an accurate source of information. 

 Remember last week’s reading of John 3:22-30. John the Baptist’s disciples failed to recognize Jesus’ 

divinity and authority over John, who merely prepared the way for the Son. John the Baptist, about whom Jesus said, 

“Truly, I say to you, among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist” (Matt 

11:11a), rightly affirmed earlier in the Gospel that he is not even worthy to untie the strap of Jesus’ sandal (John 

1:27). This week’s passage recalls and summarizes many themes discussed in the Gospel thus far.  

John the Baptist was a great preacher with the divinely appointed task to prepare the way for the Son, but he 

was merely “of the earth.” The Holy Spirit empowered him for a specific task. John the Baptist recalled earlier in the 

Gospel that when He baptized Jesus, he saw the Holy Spirit descend and remain on Jesus. Jesus is the first person to 

receive the Holy Spirit “without measure” or limit (cf. John 1:32-33; Isaiah 11:2; 42:1; 66:1). Jesus’ deity was not 

accepted by many of the Jews. He claimed to be God in the flesh and to be His Son in a unique way. For this reason, 

they put Him to death. We know that He was the authoritative Son of God because His resurrection affirmed the 

truth of His teaching. However, during His ministry, Jesus established His credibility as a teacher of divine truth by 

appealing to the Old Testament Scriptures and to God’s Spirit. 

Jesus, who co-exists eternally with the Father and the Holy Spirit as one triune God, came to earth to reveal 

heavenly things. We know He is a reliable teacher because He saw and experienced God in heaven. Furthermore, He 

is God! When we watch the news and want to know what is happening in a certain part of the world, would we 

prefer to listen to someone who has heard only rumors and stories, or would we prefer to listen to someone who has 

been to that part of the world and experienced the events that occurred there? Obviously, we would prefer the latter. 

Likewise, John the Baptist had never dwelt with God in all His glory in heaven, nor had he ever fully tasted of His 

holiness and perfection. However, Jesus, the creator of the word, who came from His eternal dwelling place in 

heaven, possesses an unmatched authority in revealing truth. The Gospels preserve His teachings, and therefore, we 

ought to listen to them. When we accept the teachings of Jesus, we accept God. When we believe Jesus is truthful, 

we accept the One who sent Him.  

There are many who do not receive Him. Notice the contrasting elements in this verse. Those who believe 

have eternal life, but those who do not obey do not have life; therefore, the wrath of God remains on them, for they 

are already condemned in their sin. Some oppose Christianity because they believe our God is unjust for condemning 

someone who has never heard the gospel yet lives a “moral life.” The Bible does not support this notion. Lack of 

belief is not what condemns people. Lack of belief is a symptom of the larger problem: sin. The Bible reveals God’s 

holiness, and a brief observation of the world’s state of affairs reveals that the world is fallen into sin and chaos. All 

people born of the flesh stand condemned in their trespasses. Ephesians 2 says we were once dead in our trespasses 

and children of wrath before coming to faith. However, when we believe in the Son, God makes us alive in Him. We 

are now in Christ, for God credits the righteousness of His Son to us. We now have life which flows from the eternal 

God, and the desire for obedience to God becomes our lifestyle. 

Pray. Thank God that He is not a distant, unknowable God. He is a God who has revealed Himself in the Bible and 

also in the Son. Ask God to help you obey all that Jesus has commanded. Take comfort in the fact that He is with us 

always, to the end of the age (Matt 28:20). 

 


