
Week 10 

 
Pray. Come to God with a repentant and humble heart. Ask Him to guide you through the truth He has revealed in the 

Bible. Ask the Holy Spirit to use the passage of study today to convict you and draw you closer to God. 

Read John 3:22-30. 

Reflect and Meditate. Do you have a specific talent or interest that you feel like you do the best? What are some 

particular things that you believe you can do better than most other people? Don’t worry if you struggle to think of 

anything! 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

  

John the Baptist was a preacher and prophet unlike any other. Jesus Himself said about him: “Truly, I say to you, 

among those born of women there has arisen no one greater than John the Baptist…” (Matthew 11:11). Even the chief 

priests and scribes of the temple in Jerusalem would not speak out against John the Baptist out of fear that the people 

would stone them to death because they so passionately regarded him as a prophet (Luke 20:1-8). John the Baptist was 

certainly the best at what he did, for God divinely appointed him to prepare the way for His Son, the eternal Word made 

flesh. No one else could have done so better than John the Baptist. Likewise, John’s disciples knew that he was the best at 

what he did. However, we examine John the Baptist’s characteristics to contrast his character with his disciples’ attitudes. 

 Other men whom God exalted to high places of power and prestige have said similar things. Paul, a man who 

seemed to be lacking in self-confidence yet overflowing with confidence in God, says in Galatians 6:14-15, “But far be it 

from me to boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has been crucified to me, and I to the 

world. For neither circumcision counts for anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation.” In Paul’s mind, God’s grace 

is the only thing worthy of boasting. God’s grace does not come to us by our own merit, so boasting in our works or how 

good we are is nonsense! Faith means that we boast exclusively in the grace of God (cf. Rom 3:27-28). Additionally, an 

early church pastor named John was nicknamed “Chrysostom,” which means “the golden-mouthed.” This man was 

perhaps one of the greatest preachers during the past 2000 years of church history. Yet, regarding this passage of Scripture 

concerning the disciples of John the Baptist, he said, “That a mad desire of glory is the cause of all evils; this led them to 

jealousy, and when they had ceased for a little, this roused them to it again [see Matthew 9:14]. Let us then, beloved, 

avoid this passion…for this vice specially kindles the fire of hell, and everywhere extends its role, and tyrannically 

occupies every age and every rank.” D. A. Carson, one of the best modern New Testament scholars, said, “God’s 

sovereignty stands behind all human claims, for a human being does not have anything but what he has received [from 

heaven]” (see John 3:27). C. S. Lewis, one of the most celebrated Christian writers of the previous century, likewise 

exemplified humility in his writings. According to Lewis, a humble person is not one who always thinks very poorly of 

himself. Furthermore, a humble person does not question whether he is humble enough, for “he will not be thinking about 

himself at all.” Humility means exalting Christ and others above ourselves. The man insecure in himself is not necessarily 

humble if he mostly thinks about himself and his inferiority, for humility is self-forgetfulness. All of these men whom God 

gave gifts of excellence stand humbled by the Son of God on the cross. 

 When you read from the Scriptures, are you humbled by the holiness and grace of God? Or do you, like John’s 

disciples, not yet understand who Jesus is? John’s disciples did not even recognize that God declared of Jesus at His 

baptism that He is the Son of God, for they merely acknowledged that Jesus was with him across the Jordan and that John 

prophesied about Him. They did not enjoy seeing someone stealing John’s “baptismal thunder.” They failed to realize that 

Jesus was not someone whose pedigree surpassed John the Baptist and his disciples. Rather, Jesus is fundamentally 

different from them; He is the Son of God, and there is no comparison. John the Baptist understood that Jesus is the Lamb 

of God who takes away the sin of the world. Therefore, reflect on his words: “He must increase, but I must decrease.” 

This humility actually completes our joy. 

Pray. Ask God for forgiveness when you exalt yourself above Him and other people. Ask God to help you exalt Him in 

all things. Praise Him that He is the Son of God made flesh and the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 

May your joy be complete as God humbles you for service.  


