
Pray. It is important to begin any Bible study with a prayer of invocation where we ask the Holy Spirit to help 

us to understand God’s Word so that we can properly praise God from our reading. It also serves as a reminder 

that we are not merely researching the Bible to gain knowledge. We are reading and studying with the desire to 

be changed by it. We need the Holy Spirit to use God’s Word to teach, rebuke, correct, and train us in 

righteousness (2 Tim 3:16-17). Take a minute to ask the Holy Spirit for guidance during your study. 

Read John 1:1-18. We must take the whole passage into consideration when we study. 

Review.  

1. John introduces us to the Word, Jesus Christ, the second member of the Trinity.  

2. The Word pre-existed creation, co-existed with God, and self-existed—the Word was God, independent 

of anything else for His existence. The Word also created everything for Himself (Colossians 1:15-16). 

3. John uses the title “Word” for a few different reasons:  

a. John’s Jewish readers knew that God spoke everything into existence by His Word.  

i. “God simply speaks, and his powerful word creates.”1  

ii. John uses the title to refer to God’s powerful activity in creation, the revealing of 

Scripture, and deliverance for His people.  

b. To John’s Greek readers, the Word referred to their philosophical belief that an unknowable, 

impersonal force created everything (like Star Wars). John claims that this “force” is actually a 

personal being who put on flesh and dwelt among us (1:14).  

4. To the Jew, the verb John uses for “dwelt” in 1:14 would’ve reminded them of the Tabernacle, the Old 

Testament portable temple where God came to meet with His people. However, only the high priest 

could enter the Holiest of Holies where God dwelt. 

5. John is essentially saying that the Word “tabernacled” among us—God came to meet with His people.  

6. In Christ, God dwelt with His people more fully than ever. Jesus is God’s ultimate revealing of Himself 

to His creation. Whereas, the tabernacle was once the center for worshipping God, now Jesus is the 

center for worshipping God.  

7. However, sin blinds us to the truth that the Word is the light shining in the darkness of a world deeply 

affected by sin., for the darkness could not comprehend/overcome the light.  

a. Some translations of John 1:5 say “overcome” instead of “comprehend.” However, John 

purposefully uses language that could be translated either way.  

b. The darkness did not overcome Jesus because He rose from the grave, granting us hope for 

salvation.  

c. But sin has also blinded people so deeply that we cannot even comprehend God’s clearest 

revelation of Himself. Sin so blinds people to God’s truth that John the Baptist (1:6-8, 15) had to 

come and tell people about the light which we are too blind to see!  

8. But God’s grace enables people to be born again as His adopted children. With the help of the Holy 

Spirit, these children, born of God, understand God’s truth and who Jesus is—the Word made flesh. 

9. God’s commands reveal His holiness and eternal character as well as our sin and unholiness. The Law 

showed us our need for God’s grace to pay for our sins so that we can be restored to a proper 

relationship to God, our heavenly Father. 

 

 
1 D. A. Carson, The Gospel According to John, The Pillar New Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids: William B. Eerdmans 

Publishing Company, 1991), 115. 



Reflect and Meditate. Let’s meditate together as we discuss John 1:18. When you think about the 

characteristics or attributes of God, what are some things that come to mind? Describe God’s characteristics. 

Feel free to write them below! 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Did you mention God’s holiness? What about His justice or fairness? Many Americans imagine a 

loving, kind, happy-go-lucky God full of forgiveness and mercy who is unconcerned about the way you live 

your life or what is happening in the world. Their version of God does not care to reveal what is true but instead 

lets each person determine what is true for them. However, the God of the Bible has revealed absolute truth 

about Himself; the way the world works (Proverbs); who we are in relation to Him; and the nature of sin. He did 

not reveal these things as optional truths that we can choose to believe or ignore. He revealed truth clearly on 

the pages of the Bible and in the person of Jesus Christ. The truth is that He is holy, and we are not.  

 God also revealed His perfect justice and holiness. If God were to simply forgive sin and turn His back 

on all of our rebellion, He would no longer be a just and righteous judge. If you were to smash your neighbor’s 

window, the broken window does not go away without someone paying for a new one. Similarly, there is a debt 

to be paid because of our sin, and because we have sinned against an infinite God, our debt is infinite.  

In fact, sinners in the presence of a perfectly holy and just God will be terrified, if not killed (Exodus 

20:18; Isaiah 6:4-7). The closer sinful humans get to seeing God in all His holiness, the more dangerous it is for 

us. Therefore, we have no reason to believe we can approach Him as we are, based on our own merit. However, 

this holy God that no one has ever seen, Jesus made known to us because He is God. He has been at the Father’s 

side for all eternity. Only through Jesus can we call that perfectly holy, terrifying God our heavenly Father. 

Only through Jesus are we at peace with Him. Jesus’s sacrifice on the cross fully satisfied God’s just wrath 

against our sin (Romans 3:25). Therefore, we now have access into God’s grace (Romans 5:2). Sinners who 

place their faith in Jesus’ power to save may confidently approach God.  

Remember that God is just and holy, and you are not. However, because of Jesus, the eternal Word who 

put on flesh and dwelt among us, we do not need to receive punishment for our sins. Rather, we dance in the 

grace of God. Though we still sin, we rejoice in God, and we hope and long for the day when our King Jesus 

returns with the sound of a trumpet blasting from heaven to restore all things that our sin has destroyed. 

Pray.  

1. Thank God for His holiness and justice. Thank God for His grace. 

2. Thank God that He has revealed Himself, the unknowable God, in the Bible and in the person of Jesus. 

3. Thank Jesus that He humbled Himself by putting on flesh for eternity to be with His people. 

4. Thank God for giving us eyes to see who we are (sinners) and who God is (our holy heavenly Father) 

5. If you have not yet placed your faith in Jesus’ power to save, ask the Holy Spirit to give you eyes to see 

this truth. 

6. Praise God for who He is. Our eternal and infinitely powerful creator, sustainer, redeemer, and Father. 

7. Ask the Holy Spirit to remind you every day of God’s great love for us. 

8. Bring your requests to God. He desires to hear them, for it reflects your trust in Him to provide. 

9. Pray in the name of Jesus Christ, the eternal Word made flesh. Amen. 


