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All members of the Board of NHCC are encouraged to 
attend the regularly scheduled Board meeting being 
held immediately following worship on Sunday, 
March 21st. IF you are an Elder, Deacon, Trustee,   
Officer of the Board, or head of one of our functioning 
departments you are part of the Board of our Church.  
We do have a few important items of business to con-
sider, so please make every effort to attend, either in 
person or using our ZOOM worship link.  Your leader-
ship looks forward to sharing with you in this special 
time.  March 21st following worship! 

 

Join the celebration as we  

remember Jesus’ triumphal entrance 

into Jerusalem and prepare for 

Holy Week! 

The events of Holy Week are punctuated with bench mark moments and experiences.  In our faith tradi-
tion, one of the most cherished and blessed encounters is to have Holy Communion with believers, typically 
called “Maundy Thursday”. Described in all three of the synoptic gospels and expounded upon in Paul’s epis-
tle to the Corinthians, Christians take communion to replicate Jesus’ giving of bread and wine to his apostles 
during their final meal together. While different denominations may maintain different specific interpreta-
tions of the ritual, many incorporate a special communion into the service held on Maundy Thursday. Rev. 
Chambers will bring the evening message.  The service will begin at 7 PM on April 1st. This will be a night to 
remember as we all,  

“Do This In Remembrance”. 

April 4, 2021 

Resurrection Sunday 

Worship Service 

10:30AM 

 Easter Sunday, April 3rd, will be a glorious day at New Hope 
Christian Church. The whole congregation is invited to share in worship 
and praise beginning at 10:30 AM.   We all recall that last year our East-
er gathering was derailed by the pandemic.  So that gathering this year 
is most desirable.  There will be a special event tied to our Easter cele-
bration, so you will have to join us online or in person to experience this 
“Special Thing”  (Anthony is involved if that gives you a hint). Our Sanc-
tuary we be adorned will beautiful lilies to enhance our celebration.  . 
Make your plans to be a part of the celebration. Invite your family. In-
vite your friends as we reflect on the wonder and awe of what Jesus did 
and does for us! 



  

Sunday Servants for March 

Worship Leader:                Marietta Combs                     

Elders:           Charlie Norton  Patricia Johnson 

 

 

Kendall Hartman, Lin-

da Brown, Mollie Olson, Dale Cham-

bers (Steve’s brother), Sylvia Lee, Da-

vid &Michelle Riley Family, Bettie Da-

vis, Tim Kowalski, David Ross, Gary 

Harper, Lito DeLeon, All the frontline 

warriors in the battle against Covid19 

and everyone affected by this deadly 

virus here and around the world. 

Our nation and leaders  

 

(Please notify the church office when we should 

remove a name from the prayer list) 

Crafts and Company!  
 

On Monday March 22nd  at 6:30p.m. we will begin a 
monthly Craft and Company evening with your church 
friends.   

Our March project will be an adorable stuffed gnome. 
You can make a traditional gnome or an Easter Bunny 
gnome.  The cost for supplies is $10 and your Crafter-in-
Charge for the evening will be Lori Lessmann. 

 You will need to  RSVP by Wednesday March 17th so 
the leader has time to acquire the necessary materials. 
Just call or email the church office during regular hours 
(Mon.-Thurs. 9-3) to make your reservation. 

  

Not Normal but Getting 
There 

 
Greetings everyone! It is good to be back to in person worship. Some are cautious 
and understandably so after the year that we've all experienced. Patience, my 
friends, we will get back to "normal".  But until we get there, some of the things 
that we had come to enjoy will remain offline until church leadership deems it safe 
to resume, for example, fellowship meals. We are not there yet but they will return 
soon.  
 
Easter is just over the horizon. Absent this year will be our annual Easter Egg Ex-
travaganza as well as the popular Easter Breakfast. Both events are cancelled this 
year as a precautionary measure. I am sure they will return next Easter season in 
full force. Although those staples will be absent, measures are being taken to create 
extra excitement. In addition to Pastor Steve's Easter Sunday message. There will 
be "a little something extra sweet" to help brighten the morning service. What is it? 
You will just have to be present to see. Join us Easter Sunday morning for worship 
when we will all bear witness to God's enduring love for each of us demonstrated 
through Jesus' resurrection.  

        Anthony 

 

 

wwwl.findnewhope.net 

You will find Zoom links, news-

letters and information here! 
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Dear New Hope Family and Friends: 

  

Has it really been 34 years?  My first Sunday as pianist/organist at Southwest Christian Church (now 

New Hope) seemed like it was just yesterday.  I was just a kid in my early 20's.  Since that time, many of 

you have played a role in raising me into adulthood; showing me the way to a more mature reflection of 

Christ in my life.  I remember saints such as Hazel Westfall, Laurel Eakins, Dug McDougal, and so many 

others who taught me what it means to be a follower of Christ and who led this church through good as 

well as difficult times, into the 21st Century of ministry in Oklahoma City. 

  

So, here we are in 2021.  The past year has been full of unexpected challenges.  The challenge that comes 

to most of our minds, first and foremost, is the introduction of COVID-19 into our lives.  Who would 

have thought that a virus would have the ability to so dramatically change us, alter our relationships, and 

cause us to reinvent how we worship, work, and live?  On top of COVID came racial, social, and politi-

cal divisions that have shaken our country.  As if all of that wasn't enough, we've seen other natural disas-

ters the magnitude of which we've not experienced before.   

  

While many would predict such events would make us a broken people, I have instead experienced God 

speaking clarity of purpose and opportunity to me through these times.  For a number of years, God has 

been calling me to a new and different ministry; one in which I support and minister to people in their 

spiritual formation and in experiencing the fullness of God's love.  I have ignored this call for far too long 

because I have been comfortable in my ministry at New Hope and have not wanted to leave the church 

without a pianist.  But, during this past year when I have been unable to serve at New Hope due to the 

dangers that the return to 'normal' worship place on Anthony and me, God has asked me, "Now, what is 

your excuse?"  God has been speaking loudly and clearly that now is the time for me to move beyond my 

current ministry at New Hope into a new ministry as a spiritual director/leader in spiritual formation in 

which my deepened faith and ministry training may be more broadly used to help all of God's children 

recognize that they are the beloved of God.  It is this new calling into ministry that requires that I submit 

my resignation as pianist at New Hope Christian Church.   

  

The frequency with which I see you in church at New Hope will be dependent on a number of factors; the 

COVID situation and the time demands of the ministry in which God places me.  My prayers will contin-

ue that New Hope becomes a beacon of God's loving ministry in your community.  I solicit your prayers 

in my new ministry; specifically, that God will use me to bring people into a deeper experience of the 

God who loves us all unconditionally and unquestioningly. 

  

Shalom, my friends. 

  

~Brad 
 

Staff Notes 
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Regional Minister Entering Sabbatical Time 

 
The Regional Board approved a sabbatical for Pamela Holt, Regional Minister, in 2020.  However, due to the pandemic, Rev. 

Holt postponed this sabbatical time until May 1, 2021 - July 31, 2021.  For these three months, the Regional Board called the Rev. 
Dr. Paxton Jones to serve as the Acting Regional Minister.  You may remember that Rev. Jones served as the Regional Minister 

Search Partner for Oklahoma's Regional Minister Search Committee in 2014-2015.  Rev. Jones has also served as Rev. Holt's men-
tor throughout the years.  It is an honor to have him return as the Acting Regional Minister, and we look forward to his presence 

and leadership with Oklahoma.  Welcome, Dr. Jones! 
 

The Rev. Dr. Paxton Jones - Acting Regional Minister 

The Rev. Dr. Paxton Jones served on the regional staff of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in Kansas for over 18 years, 
the last 10 as Regional Minister and President, before his retirement in December of 2016. Ordained in 1975, he served in congre-

gational ministry for the 23 years prior to joining the Kansas staff. 

He has provided leadership to the wider Church in a variety of capacities throughout his 

ministry, most recently as Chairperson of the General Commission on Ministry for the 

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and on the board of Tennyson Center for Children at 

Colorado Christian Home in Denver. He previously served a 3-year term as a trustee of 

Phillips Theological Seminary. 

 

A native Texan who has adopted Kansas as his home, he earned Bachelor of Science in 

Education (1972), Master of Divinity (1975) and Doctor of Ministry (1983) degrees from 

Texas Christian University and Brite Divinity School in Fort Worth. He also married a na-

tive Texan, Janie, in 1972.  Pax and Janie reside in Topeka—and are blessed to have their 

two grown daughters and a granddaughter living nearby in Lawrence. 

 

Paxton and Janie will be residing at the Holts home during these three months. He can be 

reached at 405-528-3577 (Regional Office) or at pjones@okdisciples.org. 
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Sun. Mon. Tues. Wed. Thur. Fri. Sat. 
14 15 16 

 
 
7p.m. virtual book 

club via Zoom 
  

17 
7p.m. Breathe 

via Zoom 

Deadline to Reg-

ister for  
 Crafts & 

        Company 
  

18 19 20 
 
9:00  
Pastor’s  
Class 

21 
 
Board Meeting imme-

diately following wor-
ship 

22 
 
 
6:30p.m. 
Crafts & 
        Company 

23 
 
No book club this 

week 
  

24 
 
 
7p.m. Breathe 

via Zoom 
  

25 26 27 
 
9:00  

Pastor’s  

Class 
  

28 
 
 

29 30 
 
 
7p.m. virtual book 

club via Zoom 

31 
 
 
 
7p.m. Breathe 

via Zoom 
  

April 1 
 
7:00p.m. 

Communion  
Service 
 

2 3 

4 5 
 
6:30pm CWF 

Ladies of the 

Evening 
  

6 
10a.m. CWF 

Day Group 

7 8 9 10 

at New Hope 

 

Virtual 
Virtual Book Club Meets 

Tuesdays at 7:00p.m.   On Zoom 

Meeting link at www.findnewhope.net 

New book beginning March 30th 

Ragamuffin Gospel by Brennan Manning 
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Bringing Heaven to Earth 

Phone: 405-691-5366 

E-mail: 
newhopeccokc@sbcglobal.net 

Place 

Stamp 

March 15, 2021 

We’re on the Web  

findnewhope.net 

Prayer Concerns 2 

March Calendar 3 

 Sunday Servants 2 

Regional News  4 

Virtual Book Club 3 

New Craft Fellowship 2 

Easter in the time of Covid-19 2 

A Special Letter from Brad 3 

What’s Inside 

New Hope Christian Church      
(Disciples of Christ) 
12323 S. Pennsylvania Ave. 

Oklahoma City, OK 73170 

 

 

Mark your calendar for 3:00p.m on Saturday, May 30th.   

On that day New Hope will host the  long-awaited Ordina-

tion Service for Gregory Chambers. Although, his ordina-

tion became official last year, the service was postponed due 

to (you guessed it!) the covid 19 pandemic.   

Plan now to be present to celebrate this very special time 

with Gregory and Kathryn. 


