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In Memorium Thomas L Glass
October 10, 1925—August 5, 2015
Last week we said farewell to Tom Glass. Tom and his late wife Bernice were long-time members at Agnew
Avenue Christian Church, then Southwest Christian and New Hope. He served the church on many committees, as a deacon and in many other ways, and was named a Deacon Emeritus. Tom was a soft-spoken, gentle man and a proud World War II veteran. The following is a letter Tom wrote about his service. A church
member requested that we print it here in his honor.
My name is Thomas L. Glass and I was in the 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division. I
was drafted in Anadarko, Oklahoma on November 4, 1943 at age 18. I was sent to Fort Sill, Oklahoma then
to North Camp Hood, Texas for 16 week basic training. After spending time at Fort Meade, Maryland and
Orange, New Jersey, I sailed on the Queen Mary from New York City to Glasgow, Scotland arriving on DDay, June 6, 1944. It was announced on the loud speakers that American paratroopers had landed in
France. I was then sent to south England to infantry replacement camp. It was here that I met Joseph Ellis,
another infantryman from New Jersey. While there, we volunteered for two weeks training for paratrooper
replacements for Holland. I made two jumps one day and three the next, earning my parachute wings.
After a few months, we were sent to St. Lo, France and boarded “40 or 8” (meaning 40 men or 8 horses)
boxcars to Rheims, France. We arrived on December 16, 1944 and the regiment had gone to the front line of
the Battle of the Bulge. The next day we rode in trucks which drove through the night to the front line. Another guy named Mike and I were told to go down the road and meet two other men as we were their replacements. They handed Mike the machine gun and me a box of ammunition and directed us to join another guy
with a tripod. For the next couple of weeks, we went on a lot of night patrols walking in the woods looking
for German soldiers.
On January 2, 1945, our captain told us that the next day we were to attack a town in Belgium, drive the Germans out, and set up for a counterattack. On January 3, 1945, about an hour after daylight, the first wave
went in. I took about 15 steps and was hit by a mortar shell. I was blown down a hill and as I lay in the
snow face down, I heard my buddy, Joseph Ellis ask, “Glass is that you?” I answered, “Joe, give ’em
hell”. I heard the captain ordering Joseph to “keep moving—the medics will help him”. The medics
dressed my wound and placed me on a stretcher near the road. I was then placed on a jeep and taken to a
field hospital. After spending time in several hospitals in France and England, I was then shipped stateside
and stayed several months recovering in an army hospital in Santa Barbara, California and later in Borden
General Hospital, Chickasha, Oklahoma. I spent a total of approximately 14 months in hospitals. I was then
honorably discharged February 6, 1946.
I always wondered what happened to Joseph Ellis. I wrote letters, but received no reply. I kept looking after
the war was over, but had no luck. Fifty-nine years after the war, in January 2004, a nephew who lives near
Washington D. C. invited me to the dedication of the National World War II Memorial. My daughter
checked the website and found a link to the American Battlefield Monuments Commission and found that
Joseph Ellis had been killed in action on January 3, 1945, the day I was wounded and told Joe to “give ’em
hell”. Joseph C. Ellis, Private U. S. Army 42008243, 505th Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division is buried in the Henri-Chappelle American Cemetery in Belgium.
Since Pvt. Ellis had no family to mourn him, Tom wanted to share his story so others would know
of his sacrifice.

Sunday Servants
For August
Worship Leader
Elders
Greeters
Deacons

Nursery

New Hope Choir
“Back to Rehearsal
Cookout”

Traci Wood
Charlie Norton, Linda Whaley
Roxanne Walker, Ann Stanford
Christy Qualls, Alvina Wilkes
Steve Kidwell, Mariah Cain
Michael Cain, Shanna Branson
Eloisa Briones

When: Wednesday, August 19th, 6:30p.m.
Where: Marietta’s home, 2405 SW 113th Terrace
Burgers and hot dogs provided
Feel free to bring your favorite side dish!
Come join us for food, fun, and music

In Our Prayers
Family of Tom Glass, Beulah Ames, Tawanna Romine, Judy Kemp, Lavelle Dinwiddie, Lavonna Adams, Joe Smith (Patsy Webb’s Nephew), Jan
Reames, Allen Kemp (Judy Kemp’s brother), Bill &
Peggy Farris, Greg Turner (Ann Kennedy’s brother), Debbie Earsom (Eugene Earsom’s sister-inlaw), The Kowalski Family, Gary Kincaid (Penny
Hampton’s Brother), Regional Church, The children
and youth of New Hope, All our NHCC Homebound, Our nation’s leaders, Everyone serving in
the Military and their families.

CENTRAL AREA
CHURCHES
PRAYING FOR CHURCHES

August 16th
Del City Christian Church
Pastors: Will Bentley & Julia Jordan-Gillett

August 23rd
Trinity Christian, Edmond
Pastors: Don and Mary Heath

Central Area
Disciples Women Meeting

July Worship Attendance
July 5th

71

July 12th

88

July 19th

93

July 26th

81

New Hope will be hosting the Central Area Disciples Women Summer Area Meeting on Tuesday,
August 25th. Coffee and goodies at 9:30, Meeting
at 10:00 and Lunch at 12:00.
Here is your opportunity to let the women of central
Oklahoma know what a wonderful place New Hope
is. NHCC’s own Penny Hampton is the Director
this year and she will most likely need your help to
make sure everything goes well. If she asks...just
say “YES!”
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We want to thank everyone for our
wonderful “send off”. A special thank
you to the Evening CWF for putting
it together and for the awesome gift
basket.

Central Area
Disciples Women

It is said “Good things come in small
packages.” Our church may not be as
big as others, but our congregation’s
heart and spirit is so much bigger!

Quarterly Meeting

Tuesday, August 25th

With love and thanks,

New Hope Christian Church

Tom & Sandy

9:30a.m. Coffee and Fellowship
10:00 Meeting

Note: The Church office has a new address for
Tom and Sandy. Just call if you need it.

Speaker: Dr. Lori Basey
from No Boundaries, International
12:00p.m. Lunch
Catered by Johnny Carino’s

40+

$7.00

Call the church office (691-5366)
for lunch reservations.

Thursday, August, 20th

Service Project: Bring items for NBI “Outreach
Bags”: Travel size lotions, lip balm, snacks,
bottled water, hand sanitizer, gloves, ear
warmers, scarves, etc. Or $10 gas or restaurant
cards to be used by volunteers in reaching out
to victims.

6:00p.m.
at
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New Hope Children Sing
for Hospice

Thank you

On Sunday, August 9th, the children of New
Hope had an opportunity to serve like Jesus. JoCarolyn Chambers had mentioned that
a local hospice was conducting their "make a
wish" campaign and was in the process of
granting their patient's wishes. One of her patients, who was the wife of a retired preacher,
had given her wish. All she wanted was to
have a group of children sing to her. JoCarolyn
asked me if I thought our children would be
interested in doing that. My reply was, "Are
you kidding? My kids would totally enjoy doing that." The idea was then presented to the
children's parents for approval and volunteers.
We had seven children and seven adults to arrive at the north Oklahoma City patient's residence. We met the patient's husband, daughter and care nurse before we were led to the
bedroom to see the patient herself. During
children's church, the children had taken a paper plate and had drawn a happy picture to
give to the patient to cheer her. We introduced
ourselves and the children begin to sing 5
songs that we had learned during VBS. I have
to say, the children sang like they have never
sang before. Our patient must have enjoyed
the music, she began to tap her foot under the
bed sheet. The children and adults learned a
valuable lesson. Special gifts like compassion
and love doesn't cost a thing. We just have to
be willing to share it and give it freely. Thank
you JoCarolyn, for bring this opportunity to
us. God was with us as we sang for our new
friend. We are all better people having done
it.

A few weeks ago, our water hose caddy that sat
at the entrance of the fellowship hall went
missing. Whether it was stolen or not is unclear. We have been several weeks without
one. It has been really missed especially during
the triple digit hot weather. Those who water
the church's flower pots had to do so the old
fashioned way, with a pail. I am happy to announce that the water hose caddy has been replaced with special thanks to Don Lee. Thank
you Don, for your generosity.

CABINET MEETING
Sunday, August 16th
1:30p.m.
All members of the Cabinet, should plan to be in
attendance.

Refuge Fellowship Update
It is almost time for NHCC to serve again at Refuge Fellowship (the downtown congregation which
serves the homeless of Oklahoma City.
There will be a planning meeting on Sunday, August 23rd after Worship .

We will serve on Monday, August 31st.
It is very important for everyone who is interested
in this effort to be present both to plan and to
serve. There is an old cliché that says “Many hands
make light work.” On the flip side, too few hands
lead to overwork and burnout. If you feel this is an
important outreach for New Hope to be involved
with, then please show up for both planning and
serving.

Anthony Henderson

4

Sunday
9

Monday
10

16

17

1:30p.m. Cabinet
Meeting

23

25

31

Sept. 1

Serve at Refuge

10a.m. CWF
Morning Group

Fellowship

7

Food Pantry
Sunday

18

9am Central Area
Disciples Women
Quarterly Meeting @ NHCC

After Worship
Refuge Fellowship
Planning

6

11

9am Ladies
Breakfast

24

30

Tuesday

8

Church Office
Closed

14

13
Potluck Luncheon
after Worship

6:30p.m. CWF
Evening Group
(Penny Hampton)

15
Newsletter
9am Ladies
Breakfast

Wednesday

Thursday

12

13

9a.m. Men’s
Breakfast

6:30p.m.
Youth Co-op
Planning
Meeting

19

20

9a.m. Men’s
Breakfast
7p.m. Choir
Rehearsals resume

6p.m. 40+
@ Shorty
Smalls

26

Friday

Saturday

14

15

21

22

27

28

29

3

4

5

10

11

12

17

18

19

9a.m. Men’s
Breakfast
7p.m. Choir
Rehearsal

2
9a.m. Men’s
Breakfast
7p.m. Choir
Rehearsal
9
9a.m. Men’s
Breakfast
7p.m. Choir
Rehearsal
16
9a.m. Men’s
Breakfast
7p.m. Choir
Rehearsal

6p.m. 40+

Every Sunday at 9:30a.m.Children’s Choir and Sunday School
Every Sunday at 9:30a.m. Youth Sunday School
Every Sunday at 9:30a.m. Adult
Bible Study
5
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Place
Stamp

Bringing Heaven to Earth
12323 S. Pennsylvania
Oklahoma City, OK 73170
We’re on the Web
nhccokc.com

Phone: 405-691-5366
E-mail:
newhopeccokc@sbcglobal.net
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