NEW HOPE NEWS
“I bring You Tidings of Good News!

December 15, 2014

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service
6 pm December 24th
The most beautiful night of the year is just before us. On Christmas Eve, countless millions will make that
wonder filled journey of faith to the little village of Bethlehem. We too shall journey in faith to experience
once again God’s Gift to the world. Our hearts will glow as we are blessed by musical meditations, inspirational songs, sharing together at the Table of our Lord and passing the light of peace. Every member and
friend of New Hope Christian Church will want to be present as we focus our thoughts on the babe of
Bethlehem. The service will begin at 6 p.m. and will last approximately one hour. Our family of faith
and friendship will come to worship and honor the Savior who forever has changed us all. Our sanctuary
will be much brighter as you and your family let your lights shine. “COME AND WORSHIP”!

How blessed we are to be a part of the New Hope family. Your kindness and
support has been a wonderful gift for us to receive. Jo Carolyn and I wish to
express our sincere appreciation for the Christmas gift card to the “Cattleman's
Steakhouse”. We will look forward to an evening in the historic stockyards and
enjoying ourselves as we continue to acquaint ourselves with all that this area
has to offer. Know that we anticipate growing our friendships through many
years to come and that we are excited about the New Year at New Hope as we
all stand on the threshold of new beginnings.

Steve and Jo Carolyn Chambers
With warmest regards and in a spirit of thankfulness, your church staff wishes each and every
family the richest of blessings during this Christmas season. We are all thankful for the support,
love, and commitment that has been demonstrated throughout the year by the NHCC Church
Family.
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Sunday Servants
For December
Worship Leader
Eugene Earsom
Elders
Eugene Earsom, Diana Anderson
Greeters
Mike Eaton, Vicki Eaton
Deacons
Vicki Eaton, Virginia Holcomb
Sandy Kraft, Ann Kennedy
Shanna Branson, Van Ryals
Nursery
Linda Whaley

In Our Prayers
LaVelle Dinwiddie, Austin Turner, Sylvia Lee, Filma Schimmels (Beulah Ames’s sister), Refuge
Fellowship Church, The children and youth of
New Hope, all our NHCC home bound, our country’s leaders and all personnel serving in the Military and their families.

Stewardship Notes
The end of the year is fast approaching. If you
want your gifts to New Hope to count as 2014
contributions for your taxes, they need to be
in by the end of December. It will be very
helpful if they are in no later than the last Sunday of December—the 28th. Your cooperation in this will allow us to prepare your annual giving statements and have them in your
hands early in the new year.
There is still time to make a pledge to support
the ministries of New Hope in 2015. Of
course, you don’t need to pledge in order to
give your financial support, but pledges do
help in the process as plans are made for the
church for the coming year. And, just in case
you were not aware, pledges are confidential.
Only the Financial Secretary sees them.

CENTRAL AREA
CHURCHES
PRAYING FOR CHURCHES
December 21st
First Christian-Norman
Pastor: David Spain
December 28th
Britton Christian—Oklahoma City
Pastor: Mike Hays

To my Christian Friends
Of New Hope Christian Church,
Sorry I am so slow in letting you
all know how much I thank you for all your
love and cards. And especially to those who
have been to visit with me both in my home
and while I was in the hospital. I am slowly
getting better. Thank you all.
With Christian friends,
Lavelle Dinwiddie

There will be a meeting of the Congregation
following Worship on Sunday, December 21st.
The purpose of the meeting is to approve the
slate of officers nominated to serve in leadership for the coming year. It is vital to the life of
the church and everyone should make a special effort to be present.

New Hope Nurtures

Play
Practice
Saturday, December 20th

Children’s Christmas
Musical
Sunday, December 21st
4:00p.m.
Followed by
Birthday Party
for Jesus
in
Fellowship Hall

Nursery
Volunteers
Needed
Just a few more Sunday
Morning Nursery Volunteers are needed for the coming year. Volunteers serve for a month at a time and
are given necessary training. What a blessing to
care for our little ones at New Hope. If you would be
willing to do this important job, just sign the sheet on
the bulletin board for the month/months you would
like to serve.

9:30a.m.

All children, narrators, solo singers, musicians and media coordinators need to be present for this very important rehearsal for
Sunday night’s performance.
Donuts, juice and coffee
will be served.

New Hope Connects

Forty Plus*
Will dine at Cracker Barrel
I-40 and Meridian
6:00p.m.
Thursday, December 17th
* Not an age requirement!

New Hope Serves
NHCC 2014 Advent
Mission Project
Comfort & Joy
Your support of the NHCC Advent Mission project
was amazing. The huge box was filled to overflowing with bags and boxes stacked all around
on the floor plus a cash donation.
The women and children at the YWCA shelter for
victims of domestic abuse will most certainly be
blessed by the generosity of all who contributed.

Food
Cabinet
Sunday
As you know, NHCC has designated the first Sunday of each
month as Food Cabinet Sunday. Members bring nonperishable food items or donate money (or both) to be used
to provide meals for those in need.
At the beginning of the year, the money and food items were
being given to the U.S. Grant High School Food Pantry.
However, they were able to connect with the Regional Food
Bank and no longer need the donations. We now send our
money and food donations to Hillcrest Christian Church for
their Mobile Meals Ministry. Which delivers prepared meals
to low-income disabled and senior citizens.
You can give yourselves a pat on the back and know that you
are doing a good thing. In addition to all the loads of food
items delivered this year, monetary contributions totaling
$1,482.25 were given to these worthwhile causes.

Refuge Fellowship
Through New Eyes
Life is comprised of first time moments
and I was blessed this past Monday evening to be able, for the first time, to participate in the feeding of the flock in downtown OKC. There is no doubt that it was a
thought provoking-rich experience. Upon
arrival (after a few unintended detours) I
found a group of people not that different
from anyone that I might see in the pews
on any given Sunday morning. They were
seeking fellowship, friendship, and faith
building. Being led by the strength and
vitality of Pastor Noel, the gathering of 40
plus individuals singing “Amazing Grace”
certainly stirred the soul. Pastor Noel did
catch me a bit off guard. She had to attend a very special meeting. She greeted
me, then said, “I am glad you are here.
Can you lead us in communion, do a meditation, and then talk----bring a message
to these folks before they
eat….hmmmmm! An unexpected turn of
events. I anticipated just being an observer, a bystander just sitting in the stands
and watching all that was to take place.
That was my plan, but sometimes God
leads us to places and into events that we
did not anticipate! We can always be confident in what we do concerning the things
of faith as we are promised that God is
with us. It was for me an Emanuel moment. The message of the season is the
same whether in a great and magnificent
Cathedral or in a courtyard where people
are gathered from the streets. Emanuel…
God with us…to give us a little “New
Hope” for another day, week, month, year.
Thank God that we are called to step out
of the stands, claim our faith, and participate in sharing the greatest gift of
all….the love of Jesus Christ.

Rev. SRC
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Refuge fellowship update
BREAKING NEWS--After more than 8 years of wandering from place to place, Refuge Fellowship
Church finally has a home. Under an agreement reached Monday Dec. 15th, Refuge will be
'nesting' with First Church (formerly First United Methodist Church), at 131 NW 4th Street, immediately east of the Murrah Building Memorial. The agreement takes effect this week, with Refuge's
first service at their new location on Monday December 22nd.
First Church was literally the 'first church' formed in the Oklahoma Territory following the land run
of 1889, holding their first service the very next Sunday, April 28th. For several years, First
Church has had their own homeless ministries, including Friday Night Alive, a service and meal
very similar to Refuge Fellowship, as well as their Stockings For The Homeless program, an outreach ministry initiated 8 years ago by the then-12-year-old First Church member Mariah McClellin, which fills Christmas stockings for the homeless and distributes them on Christmas Day, at a
full Christmas dinner hosted by the church.
The location is in First Church's fellowship hall, which was the original sanctuary and was heavily
damaged in the bombing of the Murrah building on April 19, 1995. The hall can accommodate
250 to 300 people, and has a full complement of tables and chairs. There is a full audio-visual
system, including stage lighting, along with a full kitchen and washroom adjacent to the hall. Restrooms are also provided, something Refuge members have had to do without since last
spring. The agreement also includes shared storage for clothing, blankets, and other donated materials, something that Refuge has never been able to do before.
Refuge Fellowship Church was started nearly nine years ago, and together with Chain Reaction
Ministries is one of the primary Disciples outreach ministries to the homeless of downtown Oklahoma City. During that time, Refuge has met at the Ron Norrick Library, at the Character Inn, the
law firm of Dunlap Codding, and even in parks, along sidewalks, and in back alleys; rain or shine,
in the hot days of summer and in the cold winds of winter. Nesting with First Church will allow this
ministry to expand and grow--something Refuge has had to try to avoid, due to pressures from the
locations that have hosted them, and this agreement will let Refuge Fellowship Church grow in a
location that has always welcomed the homeless.
New Hope's next opportunity to serve at Refuge has yet to be set, and will be announced as soon
as that date is set.

Who We Are

As New Hope we are Disciples of Christ
striving to bring Heaven to earth by
Nurturing
We are a diverse gathering of Jesus followers
devoted to creating a safe space and direction for
the younger generations.
Serving
We are a church family whose house has no walls.
Our community and our world are family members
to whom we are connected through our Heavenly
Father. Our family includes all.
Connecting
We are a congregation that believes each person
has a unique place within the family of New
Hope…New Hope means new hope for anyone,
anywhere…in all situations.

Ministers: All Members
Pastor: Rev. Steven Chambers
Minister of Administration: Sandy Moyers
Children’s Minister: Anthony Henderson
Music Minister: Marietta Combs
Pianist: Brad Davidson
Media Tech: David Rock
Custodian: Sean Shenold

December 17, 2014
We’re on the Web
nhccokc.com
Phone: 405-691-5366
E-mail: newhopeccokc@sbcglobal.net
12323 S. Pennsylvania
Oklahoma City, OK 73170

Bringing Heaven to Earth
Here
Stamp
Place

