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As New Hope we are Disciples of Christ striving to bring Heaven to earth 

through nurturing, serving and connecting 

As most of you know, Josh will be in 

Tulsa at Phillips Seminary for the 

next two weeks beginning work on his 

Doctor of Ministry Degree.  Then he 

will be on vacation for a week resting 

up from all that learning. In his ab-

sence he has made arrangements for  

three excellent ministers to fill  the 

NHCC pulpit on Sunday mornings.  

 

On Sunday, June 23rd our speaker 

will be  Rev. Dr. Kyle Maxwell.  

Dr. Maxwell earned his B.A. from 

Phillips University, completed a Mas-

ter of Divinity from Harvard Divinity 

School, and was awarded a Doctor of 

Divinity from Phillips Theological 

Seminary, where he now serves as a 

trustee. He served First Christian 

Church in Edmond for 35 years before 

becoming the Executive Director of 

the Oklahoma Disciples  Foundation.  

"The church is called to make a 

difference in the world. It's our 

mission, and I hope to inspire Ok-

lahoma Disciples to embrace this 

mission through the Foundation,. I 

see my work with the Oklahoma 

Disciples Foundation as a new and 

fuller extension of life from God 

and ministry in the cause of 

Christ." 

While Josh Is Away! 
On June 30th we will have Transition-

al Regional Minister, Dean Phelps. 

Rev Phelps came to this position in 

January 2013 after serving as a Team 

Minister with the Christian Church in 

Indiana for seven years. He has also 

served local congregations in Marietta, 

Cherry Log and Fayetteville, Georgia.  

 He earned the M.Div. at Emory Uni-

versity’s Candler School of Theology. 

He also holds a B.S. in Mathematics 

from Kennesaw State University and 

an M.S. in Management from Georgia 

State University.  

He is an accomplished musician with 

four full-length CDs to his credit, the 

most recent released in 2012. He has 

received national recognition for his 

guitar playing, having won the Nation-

al Thumbpick Guitar Contest at 

Mountain View, Ark., in 2012. 

On July 7th our speaker will be Dr. 

Jim Davidson, a retired educator, ad-

ministrator, human resources profes-

sional, and pastor who now serves as 

chaplain at Bradford Village Retire-

ment Community in Edmond, Oklaho-

ma. He was raised in the Southeastern 

Oklahoma community of Dow, Oklaho-

ma and served as teacher and elemen-

tary school principal in schools in Dale, 

Oklahoma and McAlester, Oklahoma. 

After retiring from the McAlester 

school system, he worked for a number 

of years in the human resources de-

partment at the McAlester Army Am-

munition facility.  

Throughout his life, he has served as 

supply pastor for churches in South-

eastern Oklahoma who were without a 

pastor. After his retirement from the 

Army Ammunition facility, he was 

called to serve for a number of years as 

pastor at the First Baptist Church in 

Pittsburg and Hartshorne, Oklahoma. 

He has also retired after many years of 

service in the Oklahoma National 

Guard. Dr. Davidson earned bachelors 

and masters degrees in education and 

has earned a Doctor of Ministry degree 

in pastoral counseling. He and his 

beautiful bride of fifty years, Mary, 

have two grown sons, Brad and Bart 

Davidson. "That's his resume," says his 

son Brad, "The best part is that he's my 

daddy." 

Rev. Dr. Kyle Maxwell Rev. Dean Phelps Dr. and Mrs. Jim Davidson 



In Our Prayers 
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SPECIAL PRAYERS 

Don & Sylvia Lee, Mollie 

Coker, Randy Westenhaver,  

Sharon Lyons (friend of Kim-

mie Schmidt) Brenda Elder, 

Yolonda Collier, Nan Hartman, 

James Cameron (friend of 

Vicki Eaton), Paige Prater, 

Everyone affected by the 

tornados on May 19th and 

20th,  and 31st the Regional 

Church. 

 

 CONTINUED PRAYERS 

Lavelle Dinwiddie, Opal Wil-

son, Don Mann, Kim Ritchie, 

Beulah Ames, Evelyn Wilcoxon, 

Bart Davidson (Brad’s Broth-

er), David Pierce  (Penny’s son-

in-law), Damon Stewart (Sandy 

Norton’s nephew), Marcelle 

Lemons (Ashley’s Grandma), 

Georgette Reed’s mother, Ira 

Henderson, Patsy Webb’s 

great nephew Jack,  Marie 

Shipman and Dyann Schull  

(relatives of Bettie Davis), 

Ivan Elieff (friend of Ron 

McKinney), Ian Carter (friend 

of Brad Davidson), our coun-

try’s leaders and all personnel 

serving in the Military and 

their families.  

Stewardship Thought 

 As we give in today’s offering, we be-

lieve in the supernatural power of God 

to multiply what we give to meet the 

needs in our church and in our lives. 

We give with a spirit of expectation 

and faith. This is our kingdom invest-

ment and we believe the bank of Heav-

en and all its resources will be re-

leased. 

“And my God shall supply all your 

needs according to His riches in glory 

by Christ Jesus. 

Philippians 4:19 

CENTRAL AREA CHURCHES 

 PRAYING FOR CHURCHES 

  

June 23rd:  

First Christian Church, Purcell 

   Pastor   

 

June 30th:  

 First Christian Church, Shawnee 

     Pastor Ray Belford 

 Assoc. Janet Peery 
      

Sunday Servants for June 

Worship Leader                          Linda Whaley                           

Elders         Linda Whaley and Bill Comeaux                        

Greeters                             Jan and Bill Comeaux                                                                                  

Deacons:                  Gilbert Briones, Lee Briones 

                             Patsy Webb, Virginia Holcomb 

                                     Vicki Eaton, Sandy Kraft 

 Nursery                                        Ashley Leu 

Candle Lighters                                           Youth                 

Communion Preparation                    Helen Turner 
 

(If you are scheduled to serve but unable to do so 

on any given date, Deacons, please call Richard 

Reames, Elders, please call  Diana Anderson) 



Page 3 

Children’s 

Choir 
 

Sunday, July 15th 

9:30 a.m.  
A Lesson and choir practice so we can sing in 

morning worship. 

 
June 19, 2013 

Youth Movie Nite  

Sunday, June 30th  

 6:00 p.m. 

 Joseph and the 

Amazing Technicolor 

Dreamcoat  
 

In conjunction with our lesson se-

ries for the month of June.   

   Will You Help? 
 
Sunday, June 30th at 6pm will be 

the first NHCC Youth Movie Night! 

We will be watching Joseph and the 

Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat in 

conjunction with our lesson series 

for the month of June.  I NEED at 

least one volunteer to help me su-

pervise, and a few people to bring 

snacks. We have a camera and it 

would  be super fantastic for some-

one to take pictures of all the fun 

we have.  
 

Also, I  will be out of town on Sun-

day, July 13, and Sunday, July 20. 

If you would like to volunteer to 

teach Sunday school on one or both 

of those days please contact me 

ASAP. I have suggestions for les-

sons that you can use. 

 Please let me know if you will help! 

 

Thank you! 

 

Peace love and Youth, 

Katy Hirsch 

soulsinger818@yahoo.com  
 

 

  

New Hope Nurtures 

Nurturing and Connecting: 

Journey to Spiritual Formation 

On Monday July 8th, twelve of New 

Hope's young adults will be em-

barking on a journey together. No, 

they're not traveling to another 

city, state, or country. Instead, they 

are embarking upon a journey of 

spiritual formation. Robert Mulhol-

land defines spiritual formation as, 

"The process of being conformed to 

the image of Christ for the sake of 

others." This group of New Hope 

young adults will be participating 

in New Hope's first-ever Spiritual 

Formation Coaching Group. A 

coaching group is more than a bible 

study or book club. It is a group in 

which every single participant sets 

clear goals for how they want to 

evolve in their relationship with 

Christ and commits to taking ac-

tion in their lives to grow their re-

lationship with Christ and to sup-

port the growth of their fellow 

coaching group participants. It's 

quite a journey that will reap re-

wards for each of these individuals, 

for our church, and for the kingdom 

of Christ. 

Participating in this coaching 

group are Tara Stokes, Cameron 

Eaton, Jack and Shanna Branson, Mi-

chael and Mariah Cane, Chris Day, 

Bill Shenold, Christy Qualls, William 

White, Traci Wood, and Joshua Leu. 

The group will be facilitated and 

coached by Brad Davidson. 

Our young adults are the future of 

New Hope. This coaching group sup-

ports two of our goals at New Hope; to 

nurture growth and to connect our 

church family members. Will you 

pause to pray for each of these individ-

uals as they commit themselves to 

studying and evolving to become more 

like Christ in our church and in our 

communities? Please be sure to tell 

them that you love them, support 

them, and are praying for them during 

this journey. 

From their coach,  

 Brad 

I need a couple of volunteers who 

would help with child care for about 

1.5 hours during the Spiritual For-

mation Journey. I will take care of it 

most weeks, but I will be out of town 

on July 15 and will definitely need 

help on that night. We anticipate 1-5 

kids. We will feed them a light snack, 

play games, maybe a Bible study, etc. 

If you are willing to  volunteer, please 

contact me ASAP.  

Thank you so much,  

Ann Kennedy 



VBS 2013 
Grab your tickets and head on over to Colossal Coaster World™! Come join us as we experience the 

thrill and excitement of a day at the park! As we explore the park, kids will enter Worship Rally at the 

Main Gate and make their first stop at Coaster Alley for Bible study. While touring the park, kids will 

also visit: 

  • the Cotton Candy Cafe for snacks 

  • the Adrenaline Zone for recreation 

  • Tune Town for music 

  • the Global Expo for missions 

  • and the Scissors and Stuff Emporium for crafts. 

It’s Vacation Bible School at New Hope Christian Church like you’ve never experienced before! Chil-

dren age 2 through grade 6 are admitted free from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM on Saturday, August 3rd, 

2013. 

During this exciting time, teenagers can experience Thrill Seekers( VBS for teens) 

with Bible study and special activities planned just for them 

Call (405) 691-2253 or visit our website at www.findnewhope.net for more information. 

Colossal Coaster World™ will be an event to remember! Come join us! 

 

Registration Begins Sunday, June 23rd! 
 

Just print the Registration Form on Page 5 and take it to church on Sunday 

Or pick up a copy on the table in the narthex 

 THE FIRST 10 CHILDREN TO REGISTER FOR VBS WILL RECEIVE A SPECIAL GIFT  
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 New Hope Serves Refuge Fellowship 
 

 New Hope will again be serving at Refuge Fel-

lowship Church on July 29th. This time, howev-

er; the Character Inn is hosting a convention 

and the area where Refuge normally meets will 

not be available. Several people are working on 

possible indoor venues for Refuge, but at this 

time we're looking at an outdoor service and 

meal. 

 

To that end, we will need assistance in trans-

porting tables and folding metal chairs. We'd 

also like to borrow the fold-out square canopies 

(usually about 10 ft x 10 ft) to provide some 

shade. We will also need some 5-gallon buckets-

-the canopy legs are placed in the buckets and 

then the buckets are filled with sand to provide 

stability, instead of driving stakes in the pave-

ment.  

 

We will be serving sandwiches and other “light” 

food, chips and so forth, with perhaps some 

chilled fruit--apples, pears, etc. After all, in late 

July it will be hot--and a hot meal isn't quite 

appropriate. More details will be available in 

the coming weeks. If you'd like to help with any 

of these things, please contact either Sean 

Shenold or Anthony Henderson. 

 

Additionally, Mike Eaton is heading up a shoe 

drive for members of Refuge Fellowship. Many 

people there are in dire need of decent footwear; 

some have holes in their shoes, and others have 

shoes that are falling apart. So if you have some 

gently used tennis, running, or 

other similar shoes, please give them a quick 

cleaning and give them to Mike and he'll get 

them to the folks at Refuge. We are also in the 

planning stages of a winter coat drive for Ref-

uge this fall. If you have a coat that you'd like 

to donate, please keep this in mind! 

 

We need to pray that Refuge Fellowship can 

find a more permanent home. The folks at the 

Character Inn have been wonderful, but they do 

have a business to run and so sometimes have 

to use those areas for their customers, so, it 

would be wonderful if Refuge Fellowship could 

find a permanent home. 

During the week of June 9th New Hope hosted a 

group of volunteers from Crossbridge Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ) in Lincoln, Nebraska. 

These folks worked every day at various sites doing 

cleanup and demolition in Moore.   

They left a lovely card and a couple of pictures 

which you can find on the bulletin board in Fellow-

ship Hall. 

An interesting story about the angel picture.  This 

picture is of a mural that was painted on a wall.  

The volunteers  found it, unharmed, under a col-

lapsed wall. 

There is still much to be done.  It will take many 

months—probably even years to restore the commu-

nities affected by the storms of May.  If you would 

like to help, there will be plenty of opportunities.  

Please see Sean’s article on page 9 of this edition of 

The New Hope News to learn more about what is be-

ing done through ServeMoore and how you can help. 

And if you cannot give your time, there are certainly 

opportunities for donations either through Week of 

Compassion designated for “Oklahoma Tornado Re-

lief” (several families with connections to NHCC  

and other Disciples Congregations have already re-

ceived help from this fund) or by a donation to the 

NHCC Tornado Relief Fund which will be adminis-

tered through this congregation. 
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Volunteers from Crossbridge Christian Church 



New Hope Connects 

1. Keep conversations short. You are busy, you have a 

lot to deal with in your life, if you talk to someone 

you might get close to them and that takes time and 

energy that you don’t have. Just keep it short and 

sweet, don’t bother talking about anything more than 

the weather. If you don’t know a person is hurting, 

then you don’t have to do anything about it. 

2. Always sit in your “assigned” seat. By always sit-

ting in the same seat you always sit around the same 

people.  These folks know the deal, and stick to the 

appropriate 30-second conversations; weather, 

sports, how the new preacher is doing, etc. Also, this 

keeps you from having to venture out, meet new peo-

ple, and possible sit next to someone you aren’t famil-

iar with. 

3. Avoid new people. It’s one thing to deal with all the 

people that you already know at church, but it’s an-

other to actually meet new people. Seriously, you 

aren’t good with names, you don’t have the time, or 

the energy, so just walk right past anyone you don’t 

know. After all, they wan’t notice that you totally 

avoided them. 

4. Come in late.  Don’t overlook the beauty of this one. 

By coming in late you totally avoid even the 30-

second conversations. And (bonus), you avoid the new 

people! It just makes life easier. 

5. Leave immediately after the service (or early).  

This has the same benefits as coming in late, with 

the added benefit of getting on the road more quickly 

to beat those other churches to eat. This way you get 

out of that crowded church building, so that you can 

go sit with your people and eat a meal. If you use this 

method with the coming in late method you could go  

 to a church for years and never meet anyone. 

6. Be physically present but mentally absent. 

When talking to someone, pretend to listen by 

nodding your head and saying “un-huh” while 

you are really thinking about what show comes 

on TV later that night. Basically, just don’t en-

gage anyone on any level. After all, you’re just 

there to put in your “time” and then get on with 

your life. 

7. Don’t share a meal. If your goal is to avoid com-

munity, this step is of the utmost importance, 

don’t ask people to lunch! Sharing a meal is an 

intimate thing that creates deeper relationships. 

So, when someone asks you to lunch fake a stom-

ach ulcer or something, just get out of it. 

8. Stay very, very busy. The busier you are, espe-

cially on a Sunday, the less time you have to 

“deal” with people. In fact, attempt to be so busy 

that when speaking to someone you never even 

stop walking past them as you say hello. 

9. Make your default response “everything is 

great.” People will always ask how you are do-

ing. Make sure that you have your “default” an-

swer ready so that when they aske you are ready 

to say, “Everything is great!” This must be your 

default response, otherwise you might actually 

let on that you are struggling. This colossal mis-

take could lead to deeper conversation and deeper 

relationship. If you are going to really avoid com-

munity while in church, this is probably your best 

weapon. 

10. Don’t show up. This is definitively your best 

method of avoiding community overall because 

there is no community where there are no people. 

 

10 Ways to Avoid Connecting  
Connecting requires developing community; here’s a satirical view on how to de-

feat this important goal. 

New Hope ChristianChurch, 

Thank you very much 

for your gift. 

 Love, 

 Lee Briones 
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Check the Calendar 

on Page 8 for places 

you can connect at  

NHCC. 
NHCC 
Connections 
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What’s Happening at New Hope 

June  2013 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

23 

 

Kyle Maxwell  

 (from the Okla. 

Disciples Founda-

tion) 

Preaching 

24 25 26 
 9-10am Men’s 
     Breakfast 
  
1:00pm Over 40 
  
7pm Choir 

27 29 29 

30 

Dean Phelps 

(Interim Regional 

Minister) 

Preaching 

6PM 

Youth Movie Night 

Joseph and the 

Amazing Technicol-

or Dreamcoat 

July  1 2 3 4 

Office closed 

for Holiday 

 

5 6 

Josh will be out June 17th through  July 7th  

July 2013 

7 

Food Cabinet Sunday 
Jim Davidson  

Preaching 

8 

  

  

 

9 

  

  

  

  

10 
 9-10am Men’s 
     Breakfast 
  
1-2pm Over 40 
  
Choir Summer 

Break Begins 

11 

Central Area 

Disciples Men 

@ FCC Moore 

12 13 

General 

Assembly 

begins 

14 

1:30pm Staff meeting 
  

  

15 

  

  

  

16 

9am Ladies 

Breakfast 

  

  

17 9-10am Men’s 
     Breakfast 
  
1pm Over 40 
 NEWSLETTER 
General Assembly 

Ends 

18 

6:00pm 

40 Plus 

  

  

  

19 20 

21 
 9:30am Children’s 

Choir 
Refuge Planning 
Meetings: 

 Missions after Church 
1:30 Board 
2:30 Worship, Property 
         Stewardship 
3:30  Education 
  

22  24 
9-10am Men’s 
     Breakfast 
  
1:00pm Over 40 
  
  
  

25 

  

26 27 
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The city of Moore has designated Re-

storeMoore their official volunteer co-

ordinating agency, Their headquarters 

is at the Covenant Life Assembly 

church, 200 W. Howard, which is just  

of the Moore Public Library, and one 

block west of Broadway on SW 1st 

Street in Moore.   

 

RestoreMoore coordinates volunteer 

tornado recovery efforts in and around 

the Moore area. As the “official” volun-

teer coordination agency, every hour a 

volunteer works in disaster relief/

recovery through them earns the City 

of Moore $21 hour from FEMA. This 

helps the City of Moore to recover the 

cost of things like police overtime, 

damage to city property, and lost sales 

tax revenue (all of which is, of course, 

not in the city's budget!) 

They are open 7 days a week, and a 

person can volunteer through them 

any time from 9 am to 8 pm. New 

Hope's group effort is on Saturdays, 

meeting at the headquarters around 

8:30. 

 

Volunteers of all types are needed, 

and not just big burly guys or young 

people. Every day they need a number 

of administrative volunteers-people to 

answer telephones, perform data en-

try, and help coordinate and adminis-

ter the relief and recovery operations 

as a whole. This work, while it's seat-

ed at a desk or table in an air condi-

tioned room, is just as vital as hauling 

debris to the curb or cutting up fallen 

trees with a chain saw. If this is some-

thing that you might be able to do, by 

all means, come on down. 

 

Also needed are 'scouts', those who go 

out and identify new needs and new 

volunteer opportunities. These people 

interview storm victims and start the 

work order process, and obtain author-

ization from property owners for vol-

unteers to be on their property. With-

out their efforts, there's no new work 

for volunteers . . . and no one wants 

to be sent home if they came to work, 

so what the scouts do is similarly vi-

tal to the overall operation. 

 

And of course there are the 'ordinary' 

workers. As time passes and work is 

accomplished (over 250,000 man-

hours so far in Moore alone), the em-

phasis is transitioning from disaster 

response (primarily clearing debris) 

to recovery and rebuilding. On the 

fringes of the storm-damaged areas 

one will hear a constant cacophony of 

hammers and nail guns as framers 

and roofers go about repairing homes 

that were merely damaged in the 

tornadoes, and some families are 

nearly ready to begin moving back 

into their homes. Consequently, vol-

unteers get a 'mixed bag' of tasks. 

There are still some areas that re-

quire clean up and clearing of debris, 

while in other areas volunteer tasks 

are more in the line of assisting 

storm victims in getting their homes 

back to a livable condition. Volun-

teering is sort of like a box of choco-

lates-you never know what you're 

going to get. 

 

Volunteers are organized into teams 

of 8-12 people, who pick a team  

leader. The team leader then receives 

the work orders assigned for the day; 

the team collects the tools and mate-

rials they may need, and then they 

set off. A pickup is extremely handy, 

but not strictly necessary; if at least 

one team member has a pickup, that 

should be sufficient.  

 

Volunteers make their way to the 

addresses listed on the work order 

listing-and a GPS is very helpful, as 

not all street signs have been re-

stored, and many times there are no 

remaining landmarks. Once the vol-

unteers get there, they get to work 

and do whatever the property owner 

needs. Some-

times other 

people in the 

area may ask 

for assistance, 

and it's OK to 

do so (provided, of course, that the 

other property owner gives their 

consent). Once they finish on one 

job, it's on to the next, until all the 

jobs on the work order list are  com-

plete. Then it's back to the head-

quarters to turn in the tools and 

unused supplies. 

 

At this time there is plenty of  food 

and water, whether this will contin-

ue to be the case in the coming 

weeks and months-and years-

remains to be seen. But as volun-

teers have their own vehicles, it's 

not hard to take a break and go get 

something when you need it (and on 

a related subject, there are some 

port-a-potties in the area, but not 

many, so plan ahead!) 

 

Wear lightweight, loose-fitting 

clothing, and good, sturdy footwear. 

A lot of the debris contains nails and 

drywall screws, so be careful. Bring 

leather work gloves if you have 

them; if not, they're available at the 

headquarters-as is sunscreen and 

insect repellent, in case you forget 

your own. Bottled water is available 

in a vast, almost unbelievable sup-

ply. It was donated for the storm 

victims and the volunteers-which 

would include you, if you go, so don't 

worry about it; if you need it, it's 

there for your use. 

 

Please come on out this Saturday, 

and for as many more Saturdays as 

it takes to get folks back to where 

they need to be, 

Serving through ServeMoore 
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We’re on the Web  

nhccokc.com 

Who We Are 
Nurturing 

We are a diverse gathering of Jesus followers  

devoted to creating a safe space and direction for 

the younger generations. 
  
Serving 

We are a church family whose house has no walls.  

Our community and our world are family members 

to whom we are connected through our Heavenly 

Father. Our family includes all. 

 

Connecting 

We are a congregation that believes each person 

has a unique place within the family of New 

Hope…New Hope means new hope for anyone, 

anywhere…in all situations. 

Place 

Stamp 

Here 

Bringing Heaven to Earth 

 


