As New Hope we are Disciples of Christ striving to bring Heaven to earth
through nurturing, serving and connecting
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Christmas Cantata
On Sunday, December 15th during morning worship
the New Hope Choir will present “Bethlehem’s Child”,
directed by Marietta Combs and accompanied by Brad
Davidson.
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This Sunday December 8th at 4:00pm, we are having an Advent
event that you do not want to miss. It is the tradition of our
church family to have a "Story Night" and a "Caroling Night" during the season of Advent. This year, we are combining the two
into one event that we are calling "Stories and Carols" and it will
be this Sunday afternoon at 4:00pm. You must be there to experience it. But I will give you a hint. You may get a tear in your eye
and you will laugh your head off. And I promise you will never
think of Christmas carols the same way after our Sunday program.
Immediately following "Stories and Carols", we will have another
Advent tradition; our Tasting Party in the Fellowship
Hall. Please bring your favorite sweet treats, soups, or bread to
share with your church family.
You will definitely be in the Christmas spirit after attending
"Stories and Carols" and our Tasting Party. Please be there and
bring a friend (or five)!
On Sunday, December 22nd the children
and youth of New Hope will present “A
Christmas Carol”. This timeless story of
Ebenezer Scrooge and his late-night visitors always reminds us of what is important, not only at Christmastime but
throughout the year.
Plan now to be present for the presentation of A Christmas Carol,
followed by the annual Birthday Party for Jesus.
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Sunday Servants for
December
Worship Leader
Eugene Earsom
Elders
Eugene Earsom & Bill Comeaux
Greeters
Roxanne Walker & Ann Stanford
Deacons
Sidney Hartman, Kendall Hartman
Sandy Kraft, Steve Kidwell
William White, Anthony Henderson
Nursery
Jan Comeaux
Communion Preparation
Helen Turner
Candle Lighters
Youth
(If you are scheduled to serve but unable to do
so on any given date, Deacons, please call Richard Reames, Elders, please call Diana Anderson)

Stewardship Thought
As we give in today’s offering, we rejoice as we bring the first fruits of our
income and our increase. We worship
the Lord with a grateful heart, for he
has provided faithfully for us. We give
willingly and cheerfully,.
Give and it will be given to you: good
measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running over will be put into
your bosom. For with the same measure that you use, it will be measured
back to you.”
Luke 6:38

In Our Prayers
SPECIAL PRAYERS
Wilma Cox, Lavelle Dinwiddie,
Rusty Shaffer, Patsy Webb, Tawanna Romine, Michael Whittern, Linda Twyman (friend of
Beulah Ames), NHCC Search
Committee, The Regional
Church

(friend of Georgette Reed),
Gwen Peoples (friend of Patricia Johnson) Marie Shipman
and Dyann Schull (relatives of
Bettie Davis), Ivan Elieff (friend
of Ron McKinney), James Cameron (friend of Vicki Eaton), Ian
CONTINUED PRAYERS
Carter (friend of Brad DaMichael Cain, Ann Henry,
vidson), everyone affected by
Georgette Reed’s husband, Dathe tornados, our country’s
vid Lee (Mollie Coker’s brother),
leaders and all personnel servDebbie Shepherd (friend of
ing in the Military and their
Brad Davidson), Yolonda Collifamilies.
er, Eddie Edwards (Barbara
Christoffels son), Nan Hartman,
Steve and Sue Wilson, Jasmine
Moore (The Norton’s Granddaughter), Georgette Reed’s
mother, Patsy Webb’s great
nephew Jack, Wayne Trim

CENTRAL AREA CHURCHES
PRAYING FOR CHURCHES

December 8th:
Boulevard CC
Mustang Christian Church
Pastor: Jason Williams
December 15th:
Disciple Christian, Newcastle
Pastor: Russ Brown
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Refuge Fellowship Church Report
New Hope had the pleasure
of serving the homeless of
downtown Oklahoma City on
December 2nd at Refuge Fellowship Church, which was
our 5th service of the
year. We had carefully
watched our budget all year
long in order to provide a
meal that was a little more
special here at the holiday
season. We served roast pork
tenderloin, homemade
mashed potatoes and gravy,
and an abundance of vegetable side dishes, along with a
salad and pumpkin pie and
cupcakes. We tried something a little different this
time around, passing out the
aluminum 'half-pan' trays to
those who wanted to participate, to take home and prepare side dishes. The 'halfpan' trays fit the chafing
pans and racks that Anthony
Henderson provides, that
keep the food piping hot and
ready to serve.
We had a total of around 70
in attendance, down a little
from their average of 80 to
85, but we had plenty of food
and the folks down there
were very appreciative and
thankful for a meal that was

a little bit better than average. Many took servings 'to go'
as well.
Refuge Fellowship Church is
well on their way towards becoming recognized as a Congregation in Formation with the
Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ), and will be moving
their services from the Character Inn to the Homeless Alliance Westtown Resource Center, at 1724 NW 4th, which is
at NW 4th and Virginia. This
move is scheduled to take place
on January 13, 2014. As part
of the move, it is anticipated
that attendance at Refuge Fellowship will increase dramatically, to easily twice those who
attend now.
In order to effectively serve the
expected number attending,
the coalition of churches that
serve at Refuge are doubling
up. New Hope's partner
church is East 6th Street
Christian Church, and we'll be
serving together on February
3rd of next year. Given the
need to effectively coordinate
our efforts, the Refuge Planning Committee meetings,
which have been sort of an ad
hoc 'on the fly' thing, will need

to become a formal meeting, with members of both
churches present (at least
for the first few meetings,
until everyone becomes
comfortable with our new
roles). To that end, we
need to plan on holding a
joint meeting with the folks
from East 6th Street on or
around January
26th. More information on
this will be provided once it
becomes available. As our
(New Hope's & East 6th's)
next opportunity to serve
will be the 4th time at the
new facility, it is hoped
that we'll be able to apply
the lessons learned by other churches so that everything will go as smoothly as
possible.

New Hope Nurtures
Next
Children’s
Choir
Sunday, December 8th
9:30a.m.
We’ll Sing in Worship!!

Children’s Service Project

A Note from Ann

Remember, our NHCC Children are gathering Christmas Cards to be forwarded to
wounded soldiers who are recovering in the
Reynolds Army Hospital at Ft. Sill.

Just a reminder to those involved in "A
Christmas Carol," we are having rehearsal for the Children's Play Wednesday
night (December 4th) from 5:30-7.
Also, we are rehearsing Sunday, December 8th,
after church (weather permitting) and next
Wednesday (December 11th)from 5:30-7.

New Hope Youth Go to
OK Science Museum
During the summer, the youth of New Hope
had the opportunity to do something incredible. We hosted a lemonade stand and sold
glasses of lemonade to raise money for Tornado Recovery Relief. New Hope raised the
most money in the group category that participated and won 40 free tickets to the OKC
Science Museum. On Sunday, December 1st,
we made a trip to the museum. There were 34
persons in attendance. The Science museum
is a wonderful place to explore. Lots of handson things to fiddle with. Everyone had a great
time. Thank you MetroFamily Magazine and
the Science Museum of Oklahoma.!

You can place your cards in the mailbox in
the narthex on Sunday, December 8th or
December 15th and they will be delivered
by Christmas.
If you would like to send a Christmas card to
a recovering soldier, follow these guidelines:
• Make sure all cards are signed.
• Use generic salutations such as "Dear Service Member."
• Do not send letters.
• Do not include email or home addresses
on the cards.
• Do not include inserts of any kind, including photos.
  Do not use glitter. Many of these cards
will be delivered to military and veterans
medical facilities and the glitter could
interfere with a patient's recovery.
Your help with this project will be greatly appreciated by the children—and by the soldiers who receive the cards.
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CWF Service
Project

What Gifts Shall We Bring?
Matthew’s story of the Wise Men who come seeking
the newborn King is a familiar one, re-enacted in
countless Christmas pageants every year. Amidst
the costumes, animals, shepherds and mangers
crowded into most depictions of the Nativity, the
gifts they bring often are seen as just props for the
Magi to carry. Yet they are far more than that.
Scholars believe the Wise Men came from ancient
Persia (modern day Iran), and early Christian art
often depicts them in Persian clothing. If so, their
journey was long and arduous—and even as it
neared its end finding “the one who has been born
king” was not easy. He was not to be found in Jerusalem, the Holy City, as they expected, but in the
tiny village of Bethlehem; even there they had to
search for him. Yet when they found the Child, they
were prepared. Bowing down, they worshiped him.
“Then they opened their treasures and presented
him with gifts of gold and of incense [frankincense]
and of myrrh” (Matthew 2:11), extravagant gifts fit
for a King.
Your extravagant gift to the Christmas offering,
whether large or small, supports the many ways
Disciples across Oklahoma discover and share our
gifts of ministry.
As we celebrate anew the Good News of Godwith-us, the coming of our Lord, what gifts shall we
bring? Whatever it is, may we present them in
humble thanksgiving and with joyful extravagance!

The ladies of the New Hope CWF
continue to support North Winds
by collecting items for the residents. Among items needed are
toiletries (shampoo, toothpaste
and tooth brushes, body wash,
etc.), magazines, books, games,
puzzles. They also take gently
used clothing particularly men’s
clothing since residents are mostly men.
If you have items you would like
to donate, bring them to church
this Sunday as the ladies will be
making a delivery soon.

CWF also collects Boxtops for Education and used postage stamps;
and, they now collect aluminum
cans and pull tabs from soda
cans. All of these items benefit
the various service projects that
the CWF members support.
Your help will be greatly appreciated.
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New Hope Talent Show

On January 26th, at 6:00p.m., the Evangelism Committee will sponsor a talent show at New Hope.
So get out your dancing shoes, or dust off that piece
of music, or maybe you need to brush up on your
Shakespearian Soliloquy. What ever your special
talent, prepare to share it with your New Hope
Family….and be a part of this special evening.
Special Note:

Congratulations, Tara!

Ministry Team Alert!

On Sunday December 8th, New Hope will
be ministering to the sick and shut-ins
sharing communion and a special holiday
gift. Ministry Team members please plan
to serve following morning worship. Let's
share Gods love and the Christmas feeling of hope, peace, joy and good will with
the sick and shut-ins within our church
family. Thank you for serving throughout
the 2013 calendar year. Merry Christmas
to all and God Bless!

If you plan to enter the talent show and would like
Brad to accompany you, he will be available at the
church on Sunday January 19th from 2:30-3:30pm
and Saturday January 25th from 2:00-3:00pm. No
need to make an appointment, just show up on one
of those days/times if you need Brad to play for you
so you can practice. Also, please don't forget to
bring your music with you to your rehearsal. If you
do not have the music, you might check out the following website (or a similar one) where you can purchase and download the music:
www.sheetmusicdirect.com."

Save the
Date
As soon as you get your
new calendar for 2014,
be sure to circle Saturday, February 1st.

That is the date of the Annual Leadership
Training School presented by the Christian
Church in Oklahoma at First Christian
Church in Oklahoma City.
This is an opportunity to learn new things or
be reminded of things you knew but had forgotten in church organization and leadership
and spiritual growth.
A list of available classes and teachers will be
printed here as soon as it becomes available,
in the meantime, be sure to Save the Date!
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What’s Happening at New Hope
December 2013
Sunday

Monday

1 1st Sunday in Advent

2
Refuge Fellowship

Food Cabinet Sunday
Children’s trip to Science
Museum

8 2nd Sunday in Advent

9:30am Children’s
Choir
1:30pm Called Board
Meeting

Tuesday
3
CWF DAY

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

4

5

6

7

9-10am
Men’s
Breakfast

10a.m.
Choir Rehearsal @
Marietta’s
Home

1:00pm Over
40
7pm Choir

9
6:30p.m.
CWF
Evening
Group

10

Newsletter
11

12

13

9-10am Men’s
Breakfast
1-2pm Over 40
7pm Choir

10a.m.
Choir
Rehearsal
@ Church

2:30pm Staff meeting

5-7p.m.
Coast
Guard

4:00p.m. Carols
& Stories
Tasting Party/Soup &
Bread
15 3rd Sunday in Advent

Cantata: Bethlehem’s
Child
1:30 Called Congregational Meeting
4:00p.m. Children’s
Program & Birthday
Party for Jesus
Christmas Special
Offering
22 Christmas Sunday

16

17
9am Ladies
Breakfast

18

19

20

21

26

27

28

9-10am Men’s
Breakfast
1-2pm Over 40
7pm Choir

Newsletter

23

24
Sandy Out

4pm Rehearsal
for Christmas
Eve Service
6pm
Christmas Eve
Service
“Emmanuel”

Christmas Special
Offering
1pm St. Andrew’s will
use the Baptistery

29

14

30

31

Newsletter

25

Church
Office
Closed for
Holiday

Who We Are

As New Hope we are Disciples of Christ
striving to bring Heaven to earth by
Nurturing
We are a diverse gathering of Jesus followers
devoted to creating a safe space and direction for
the younger generations.
Serving
We are a church family whose house has no walls.
Our community and our world are family members

to whom we are connected through our Heavenly
Father. Our family includes all.
Connecting

Ministers: All Members
Senior Minister: Rev. Joshua Leu
Minister of Administration: Sandy Moyers

Youth Minister: Katy Hirsch
Children’s Minister: Anthony Henderson
Music Minister: Marietta Combs

We are a congregation that believes each person

Pianist: Brad Davidson

has a unique place within the family of New

Media Tech: David Rock

Hope…New Hope means new hope for anyone,

Custodian: Sean Shenold

anywhere…in all situations.

Place
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Bringing Heaven to Earth
12323 S. Pennsylvania
Oklahoma City, OK 73170
Phone: 405-691-5366
Fax: 405-691-5394
E-mail: newhopeccokc@sbcglobal.net
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We’re on the Web
nhccokc.com

