
Zeva Johnson Property given to Central Baptist Association 
 

Mrs. Johnson died March 9th, 1981. She willed her property at Christmas Tree Rd. to the Central Baptist 
Association with the stipulations as to how it should be developed over the next 15 years (by 1996). 
The stipulations are:  
1. Build a Southern Baptist Church, 
2. Build a Nursing Home for people in this association and others.  
3. Build a church camp.  
If these conditions are not met within the 15 years, the property will revert to the legal heirs in the amount 
of  $25,000 cash.  Any profit from real property to be used in development. 
 

The city of Decatur would not rezone the property for a nursing home or a church camp, so that only left a 
Southern Baptist Church.  
 

The Association offices were located in the house on the property and some of the land was used for a 
church league softball field, pavilion, and an all purpose metal building with restrooms was placed behind 
the house. 
  

The Central Baptist Association gave or leased to Christmas Tree Rd. Baptist Church 1.1 acres (amount 
according to measurements and according to zoning laws) of land for the purpose of building and 
developing facilities necessary for the church to carry out its worship and church growth goals. 
No money was exchanged at this time.  (*See documents for additional terms of agreement) 
 

Christmas Tree Rd. Baptist Church was struggling and the CBA moved its office to the church and gave a 
donation each month to help offset the cost for utilities.  
 

While the CBA offices were at Christmas Tree Rd some of the additional property that wasn’t being used 
by the church were sold to 3 separate individuals. In February 2002, the Burgeners purchased 5 acres for 
$23,000. After Title, Attorneys, Recording fees and taxes the net proceeds were: $21,569. 
In March 2002, the Balls purchased 10 acres for $42,000 and the net proceeds were: $40,983.82 
In April 2002, the Klepzigs bought 6 acres for $30,000 and the net proceeds were: $28,711.98. 
The total was $91,264.80 which was then deposited into the Baptist Foundation was added to the $55,000 
already in that account. 
 

Christmas Tree Rd. Baptist Church disbanded. The CBA bought the church building for the money still 
owed to the bank-$138,000. Using the Baptist Foundation funds that included the sale of the 21 acres. 
Lanny Faulkner, DOM at that time, started a new church start/mission in the building calling it GraceWay 
Mission.  
 

In February 2004 it was voted to merge the mission with Galilee Baptist Church and it was done. 
Lakeview Baptist Church also merged with Galilee around this time. During the following summer 
months Galilee grew and asked to purchase the church building. The $150,000 sale price would repay the 
$138,000 paid for the building and for some investments in the property. 
$10,000 was paid by Galilee as a down payment/earnest and the rest was loaned to Galilee from the CBA 
to be repaid in installments of $500 a month. The down-payment was used to move the office again and 
purchase some much needed new computers. (*See documents for additional information). 
 

In February 2008 the Galilee Baptist Church paid off the remaining $90,000 owed and it was put back 
into the Baptist Foundation.  
  
(*Copies of the documents from which this information was taken are available upon request.) 
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