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    In a back issue of Newsweek magazine – Feb.6, 1995, 

there was an article called “What Ever Happened to Sin?"   

    The article began with a brief review of the account of 

Adam and Eve's sin found in the book of Genesis. Then he 

gave some interesting statistics. According to this writer's 

research, 90% of Americans say they believe in God. In a 

2017 Gallop poll it was down to 79%, but "the urgent sense 

of personal sin has all but disappeared in the current upbeat 

style in American religion." The author then stated that only 

40% of adult Catholics confess their sins to a priest at least 

twice a year. 

    He went on to describe most Protestants as "no better." 

He wrote, "In earlier eras, ministers regularly exhorted 

congregations to humbly 'confess our sins'. But the aging 

baby boomers who are going back to church do not want to 

hear sermons that might rattle their self-esteem. And many 

clergy, who are competing in a buyer's market, feel they 

cannot afford to alienate." He also described how liberal 

ministers routinely condemn social evils, but are strongly 

silent on subjects closer to home-like divorce, pride, greed 

and arrogant personal ambition. 

    The article ended with a word about the church's service 

to society. It said, "If religious congregations are to be of 

service to society-they must first deal with the sinners in 

their midst. Sin is evil, knowingly willed and done. But, like 

virtue, sin results from habits that take time to develop, and 

even longer to overcome." 

    The end of the article said: And if the Scriptures are to be 

believed, there is more rejoicing in heaven over one contrite 

sinner than over the 99 righteous who have no need of 

repentance.   

    Question:  What does it say about our churches when 

secular magazines like Newsweek dare to say things that 

many pulpits will not?  

(Continued on page 2) 

BY KENNETH L. WOODWARD    

ATTENTION: Messengers  
 

CBA 71st Annual Meeting 

Held at Tabernacle Baptist 

Saturday, October 11th 

9:30 Registration 

10 AM-1 PM-Meeting 
More information coming soon! 



How can any of us expect sin to decrease 

in our nation when we do not confront it in 

our lives and in our churches?  

    2 Chronicles 7:14 says: "if My people 

who are called by My name will humble 

themselves, and pray and seek My face, 

and turn from their wicked ways, then I 

will hear from heaven, and will forgive 

their sin and heal their land.”                    

     Our nation needs a healing that only 

God can give. It begins with us, Believers, 

His people. The Bible says in James 1:22-

24: But be doers of the word, and not 

hearers only, deceiving yourselves. For if 

anyone is a hearer of the word and not a 

doer, he is like a man observing his natural 

face in a mirror; for he observes himself, 

goes away, and immediately forgets what 

kind of man he was.  

    Let's be sure to be DOERS of the word. 

This month tell someone about Jesus, 

invite someone to church, and above all, 

make sure that you walk with God this 

month so that others will see Jesus in you!              

GOD BLESS 
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AUGUST 12, 2020 BY DIANA CHANDLER 
 

    Evangelist Franklin Graham is asking Americans to join him in a 

Washington prayer march Sept. 26 to plead for God to save the 

nation from its present distress. 

    “Our communities are hurting. Our people are divided, and 

there’s fear and uncertainty all around us,” Graham said in a 

video announcing the event. “So let’s join together and do the 

most important thing, and that is to pray.” 

    Amid a global COVID-19 pandemic and an international 

uprising decrying injustice and racism, the president and CEO of 

the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association and Samaritan’s Purse 

is asking the nation to place its hope in God. 

    “America is in trouble. It’s in distress. But we do have hope and 

that hope is in our Almighty God,” he said in the video posted at 

BGEA.org. 

    Ronnie Floyd, president and CEO of the Southern Baptist 

Convention Executive Committee, said he’s excited about the 

initiative. 

    “There has never been a time in American history where we 

have needed God more than today. This is why I’m excited about 

this initiative to call all Americans to pray at this critical time,” 

Floyd said. “We need to cry out to God for revival in the church 

and awakening in the nation so we will be even more 

empowered to reach every person for Jesus Christ in every town, 

every city, every state, and every nation.” 

    Floyd has long focused on prayer as a nationwide emphasis. In 

his present role, he led the SBC EC to revise its mission statement 

to include assisting churches by elevating the ministry of prayer. 

He served as president of the National Day of Prayer from 2018-

2019; a 20th anniversary edition of his book “How to Pray: 

Developing an Intimate Relationship With God,” was released in 

2019. 

    Graham is asking attendees to the Sept. 26 event to convene at 

noon for a two-hour march along the 1.8-mile route from the 

Lincoln Memorial to the Capitol building, stopping along the way 

for a series of prayers in the name of Jesus for the nation and its 

leaders. 

Diana Chandler is Baptist Press’ senior writer. 
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Become a Christian CertifiedBecome a Christian CertifiedBecome a Christian CertifiedBecome a Christian Certified    

Mental Health CoachMental Health CoachMental Health CoachMental Health Coach    

     If people come to you to talk and you don't quite 

know what you should do, or you don't feel 

adequate for a one-on-one ministry, this training 

may be what you need. 

Contact Leslie Davis  at 

lesliedavis1989@yahoo.com for more information. 



 

IBSA’s Edge courses deliver in-

depth online training to help 

sharpen your ministry and leader-

ship skills. 
3 courses offered during  

the Fall 2020 term: 
 

1. Preaching at the next level. 
Improve your preaching skills whether you 

have been preaching a few months or a few 

decades. Instruction focuses on three essen-

tial areas: the study of scripture with an eye 

towards preaching, the preparation of text-

driven sermons, and the delivery of engag-

ing messages. 

 

2. Introduction to mobilization. 
Discover your role as a mobilizer in your lo-

cal church. Gain the knowledge and tools 

necessary to inspire and equip your church 

toward fulfilling the great commission, be-

ginning with your local community and 

reaching toward the rest of the world. 

 

3. Leading self 
Discover how God has uniquely wired and 

equipped you to lead by sharpening your 

skills and strategies for leading yourself so 

you can identify your skills, abilities, 

strengths, weaknesses, goals, communica-

tion and leadership styles, and how these 

can help you effectively lead others.  

 

DETAILS 

Classes begin September 7th, 2020. 

Each course lasts 8 weeks. Fully online 

coursework. Video teaching. Live inter-

action. Learn with other IBSA leaders. 

$25 course fee (plus textbook) 

 

Register at  

www.ibsa.org/ibsa-online-courses 

Contact Ben Jones  

at (217) 391-3140 

EDGE-Making 
Sharper Leaders 
IBSA online courses 

By Lisa Misner, IBSA Social Media & Public Policy Manager  

   People can be very passionate about their beliefs. Religion and 

politics are two of the areas where people can become the most 

passionate, sometimes too much so, resulting in terrible arguments 

and division.  

   Most Christians are familiar with Matthew 22:20-22, when the 

Pharisees tried to trip Jesus up by engaging him in a political debate: 

   “’Whose image and inscription is this?’ he asked them. ‘Caesar’s, they 

said to him. Then he said to them, ‘Give, then, to Caesar the things that 

are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.’ when they heard 

this, they were amazed. So, they left him and went away.” 

   As we enter into the homestretch of the 2020 election season, we 

would do well to remember Jesus’ words. We should also think about 

what we personally can be doing to prepare, and what our churches 

can be doing. Here are a few things to think about: 

    Educate yourself. The Apostle Paul wasn’t afraid to engage the 

culture, but he knew where God stood on the issues, and Paul stood 

right there with him. Our culture believes each individual has their own 

truth. As Christians we know God is the only truth.  

    Diversify. Don’t follow a single media source. Read and watch 

multiple sources to see things presented from different points of view 

and to get the whole story. As you watch, don’t let your emotions sway 

you. Your ultimate guide is the Bible, not emotions which can easily 

cloud judgment. 

   Social media. How do you use your voice on social media? Some are 

keyboard warriors while others seek to be a unifying force. Join groups 

that share your interests and follow candidates to stay up-to-date. 

Don’t agitate or argue with others. You most likely won’t persuade 

them, instead you’ll just make them angry. 

   Pray for Springfield, or Illinois, or the USA, or all of them. 

During the Spring 2020 legislative session, Rep. Dave Severin asked 

Illinoisans of all denominations and political parties to pray together in 

the House gallery. This effort can be duplicated at local government 

meetings and from homes while viewing government meetings online 

or on television. 

   Postcard prayers. The Illinois chapter of Concerned Women for 

America provides 12 months worth of preprinted postcards to mail to 

state and local officials. A prayer is printed on the card—you just sing 

you name below it and drop it in the mail. Visit ConcernedWomen.org 

for more information. 

   Voter guides. In some races it’s easy to find out candidates’ views on 

issues, but not always. Organizations such as the Illinois Family 

Institute, Illinois Right to Life Action, and others publish voter guides 

prior to elections. Visit their website to get copies. 

    Become a polling place. Many churches serve as polling places for 

their communities. If your church would be willing to serve the 

community in this way, contact your county clerk’s office and tell them 

about the church building’s availability on election day. They just might 

need another polling place in your area. 

   Remember, no matter how divided our nation may seem, we are 

brothers and sisters in Christ and will live together with him in eternity. 
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Mission Statement 

   Central Baptist  

Association exists to 

foster relationships 

among churches in 

order to assist them in 

fulfilling the Great 

Commission. 
 

  CBA Vision is to see 

churches collaborating 

together to build the 

Kingdom of God. 

 

September  
6th-Senior Adult Sunday 

13th-Anti-Gambling Sunday 

13th-20th-Mission Illinois Offering & Week of Prayer 

16th-17th-Disaster Relief Training at Lake Sallateeska 
 

October  
10th-9:30 AM-1 PM-71st Annual Meeting at Tabernacle 

16th-17th-Disaster Relief Training at Lake Sallateeska 

18-24th-Week of Prayer for Baptist Associations 

24th-Kids’ Ministry Conference at IBSA Building, Spgfld 

 

Reminder: All ACPs are to be 

completed and returned to the 

CBA office by August 23rd. If you 

haven’t submitted yours, please 

do so immediately. 

      Pastor Woody began as a Student Pastor at Tabernacle Baptist 
Church where he served on staff for four years. While he was there he 
was working towards his Bachelor’s Degree in Biblical and Theological 
Studies from Boyce College, which he completed in May of 2020.  
    As of August 1st, he has accepted the call to First Baptist Church of 
Atwood, IL to be the Senior Pastor. Woody looks forward to a chance to 
minister in a new area and share the Good News to those in the Arthur 
Lovington Atwood Hammond Community.  
    He currently lives in Decatur with his wife Brittany and their dog 
Cooper.  
    Congratulations Pastor Woody. A little extra information-they went from 
a Cub fan Pastor to a Card fan.  

Travis (Woody) & Brittany White 


