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The 72st Annual Meeting 
will be held  

Saturday, October 23rd, 2021 

At Arthur So. Baptist Church 
530 N. Vine, Arthur, IL 

 

9:30 AM-Registration 

10:00 AM-Noon 
 

Meal at noon: Catered by Pauly’s BBQ 
We need to know by Oct. 11th how many  

from your church will be staying for the meal. 
 

Meeting to discuss and vote on-Election of Officers,  

Vision Team members, Constitution, 2022 Budget 
 

Bible Study-Richard Wall, Sullivan 

Annual Sermon-Pastor Glenn Baker, Hammond/Lovington 
Special Music by Pastor Glenn Baker and by Stephen Rigg 

 

All Messengers Need to Attend  

(so we have a quorum) 

Everyone is welcome! 

 

PASTOR’S BENEVOLENCE OFFERING-We have made it a point to collect funds to 

be used to assist our CBA Pastors in their times of need by taking up a benevolence offering 

at the two Semi-Annual Meetings. We have helped several of our pastors over the years and 

hope you will come prepared to give generously.  

   I suppose that I could have titled this 
article, “Does the CBA Annual Meeting 
Matter?” 
   The pertinent fact is that the health and 
future of any organization is completely 
dependent upon the participation of those 
members who are committed to its health 
and future! 
   This year we will be considering the most 
major changes to the future ministry of the 
Association, (including an almost completely 
rewritten Constitution) that we have 
considered in many, many years. The 
proposed updated Constitution will be emailed 
to the pastors on Wed., Oct.13th. 
   Certainly, both the role and function of 
Baptist Associations are going through major 
changes nation-wide as Southern Baptists 
face many new and complex changes and 
challenges to effective local Church ministry in 
North America in the 21st Century. 
   So, I want to encourage you to attend. 
Remember, you do not have to be a 
Messenger to attend! 

October 17th-23rd 

Week of Prayer for Baptist Associations 

Please pray for our Central Baptist Association  

as we try to restructure to be more effective. 



By Dr. Lanny M. Faulkner 

Blessed was this Nation when God was still our Lord, 
Blessed were our people when we saw His grace outpoured; 
Blessed where our Fathers whose prayers were not ignored, 
Blessed were we, Americans, when God was still our Lord! 
 

Blessed was this Nation when God was on our throne, 
Blessed were our people when we worshipped Him alone; 
Blessed were our Mothers, the heartbeat of our homes; 
Blessed were we, Americans, when God was on our throne! 
 

Blessed was this Nation when God’s Son was still our King, 
Blessed were our people when His praises we would sing; 
Blessed were our families who truly cherished all these things, 
Blessed were we, Americans, when God’s Son was still our King! 
 

Blessed was this Nation when God’s Word was still believed, 
Blessed were our people for we were not deceived; 
Blessed were our Children who were taught its words to heed, 
Blessed were we, Americans, when God’s Word was still believed! 
 

Blessed was this Nation when God’s House was the place to be, 
Blessed were our people before we were addicted to TV; 
Blessed were our Communities when we met each other’s needs, 
Blessed were we, Americans, when God’s House was the place to be! 
 

Blessed was this Nation when God’s will was still desired, 
Blessed were our people before our schools became defiled; 
Blessed were our students before the Truth became reviled, 

Blessed were we, Americans, when God’s will was still desired! 
 

Blessed was this Nation when God’s love was not distorted, 
Blessed were our people when the truth was still reported; 
Blessed were the babies who could not be aborted, 
Blessed were we, Americans, when God’s love was not distorted! 
 
Blessed was this Nation when God’s plan received respect, 
Blessed were our people when passions were kept in check; 
Blessed were our Parents who married the opposite sex, 
Blessed were we, Americans, when God’s plan received respect! 
 
Blessed was this Nation when God’s ways were seen as right, 
Blessed were our people when we cared for others’ plight; 
Blessed were the workers who labored day and night, 
Blessed were we, Americans, when God’s ways were seen as 
right! 
 
Blessed will this Nation be when God is acclaimed as Lord, 
Blessed will our people be when His praise has been restored; 
Blessed will America be when His son is again adored; 
Blessed will this Nation be when God is acclaimed as Lord! 
 
“Blessed is the Nation whose God is the Lord.” Psalm 33:12 
 

 

Lunch Buddy 

   Work with a school in need to set up a lunch buddy 
program. The school will identify kids who need 
attention, and a church member can meet them for 
lunch at school once a week or once a month. A lot of 
kids can benefit from a caring adult who just wants to 

be their friend, read to them, and perhaps tutor. 

 

Give and Take 

   The Give and Take is very similar to a clothes 
closet. It has clothing, games, toys, and other items 
people may need. People are encouraged to come 
take what they need and give what they do not need. 
There is no obligation to give it you take. Everything is 

free of charge. Open twice a month on Saturdays. 

 

High Tech Parenting 

   Offer parenting classes at church or partner with a 
local community center. You can speak on a range of 
topics from child development to teen anxiety and 
media use. Reference resources like Andy and Amy 
Crouch’s The Tech-Wise Family and The Tech-Wise 

Life. 

 

Common Interest Groups 

   Choose a community Bible study for people with 
common interest such as playing sports, sewing, 
quilting or crocheting, knitting; chess, other games, as 
long as they’re in biblical community by praying and 

reading the Bible together. 

 

Stock the Shelves 

   Hold and annual book drive for a local school. Talk 
to the school leadership to find out their needs. With 
budget cuts, most schools can benefit from donations 
of required reading books as well as other children’s 
literature. Develop relationships with teachers and 

families. 
Taken from IBSA Fall Resource Magazine 



    We’re continuing our piece each month on one of our CBA Pulpit Suppliers so 
you can get to know them better. This month we’re focusing on Chris Merritt. 
     Pastor Chris Merritt serves as the Senior Executive Pastor of Discipleship, 
Administration, and Family Ministry at Tabernacle Baptist Church in Decatur. He has served 
at TBC for over 6 years learning to preach at TBC through serving weekly for their Sunday 
Night services for 3 years, as well as preaching at other central Illinois churches. He also 
had the privilege of serving as Tabernacle's interim Pastor from 2017-2018. 
     Chris is married to Alyssa and they have two boys, Caden (15) and Austin (13). Both 
Chris and Alyssa are from Decatur, and have lived here all of their adult life. His family is a 
huge part of his ministry, as ministry is a life that the Merritt family does together as much as 
possible. When not serving in the local church or community, the Merritt’s love the outdoors: 
hiking, camping, kayaking, and much more. They often vacation in the Smokey Mountains. 
     Chris holds a Bachelors Degree from Millikin University, Masters in Business 
Administration (MBA) also from Millikin, and a Master's in Theological Studies from 
Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. 
     Chris can be reached at chrism@tbc.church or (217) 855-3924, and is allowed by TBC to  
pulpit fill up to 12 times a year. 

 
Our big Baptist family is getting together this Fall. 

The 115th IBSA Annual Meeting theme is “Thrive.” 

Illinois Baptist State Association’s  
Annual Meeting is  

November 3-4, 2021  
at Crowne Plaza in Springfield.  

 
The convention will feature special gatherings and events, including:  
 Association leaders Ministers’ Wives 
 Church Planters New IBSA churches 
 Disaster Relief team Second chair leaders 
 Evangelism coaches Small church leaders 
 Hispanic leaders Student ministry leaders 
 Illinois Baptist Women Young leaders 
 

Make plans to attend.  
Help your church THRIVE. 

Visit the Exhibit Hall. 
 

*IBSA Pastors’ Conference is November 2-3, 2021 
*Ministers’ Wives Luncheon on Nov. 3rd at 8:30 AM  

and includes a program before the luncheon,  
which ends at 12:30  PM 

 

Register today at IBSAannualmeeting.org 

Ryan Fontenot, RAGE Ministries | YE Central  

YE Central 

October 10, 2021 
Tabernacle Baptist Church 

650 N Wyckles Rd. 

Decatur, IL 62522 

3:00 PM – 9:00 PM 

Cost: $30 

Register at: https://il.sbcworkspace.com/Pub/Event/

Register/55233660 

Kids Ministry Resource 
Conference 

Oct. 29-30, 2021 
IBSA Bldg in Springfield 

 
Explore children’s ministry resources 
and learn how to start a children’s 
ministry. Churches with existing pro-
grams will be challenged to make their ministries even more 
effective.  

Plus, get a sneak peak at VBS 2022, “Spark Studios.” 
Register at www.ibsa.org/ministry-resources/kids 



October  PASTOR APPRECIATION MONTH 
3rd, 2:30-3:30 PM-Life Chain 2021: Line Franklin & Eldorado St. in Decatur  
9th at 8 AM-CBA Northern Pastor’s Breakfast at Ted’s Garage in Clinton 
10th, 3-9 PM-Youth Encounter at Tabernacle, Decatur 
17th-23rd-Week of Prayer for Baptist Associations 
23rd, 10 AM-Noon-CBA Annual Meeting at Arthur Baptist Church 
30th, 4-6 PM-Trunk or Treat Community Outreach at Tabernacle  
31st, 4-6 PM-Eats before Treats, at FBC, Mt. Zion 

November 
3rd & 4th-IBSA’s Annual Meeting at Springfield 
16th at 10:30 AM-Sr. Adult Thanksgiving Banquet 

 

Churches: 
Argenta 

Arthur 

Atwood 

Calvary 

Emmanuel 

Fellowship 

Findlay 

Forsyth 

Galilee 

Hammond 

Heyworth 

Lincoln 

Lovington 

Mt. Zion 

Oreana 

Shiloh 

Sullivan 

Summit Avenue 

Tabernacle 

Tri-Valley 
 

Mission Statement 
   Central Baptist  
Association exists to 
foster relationships 
among churches in 
order to assist them in 
fulfilling the Great 
Commission. 
 

  CBA Vision is to see 
churches collaborating 
together to build the 
Kingdom of God. 

Central Baptist Association  
(217) 330-7593  
Email: office@cbadecatur.com 

650 N. Wyckles Rd. 
Decatur, IL  62522 
Website: www.cbadecatur.com 

 

Sign up for the Focus at www.cbadecatur.com 

Pastor’s  
Breakfasts 

  

For CBA Northern 
Pastors 

8 AM-Sat., Oct. 9th 
at 

Ted’s Garage in Clinton 
Email Lanny at 

lanny@cbadecatur.com to 
say you’re coming. 

The Hyssongs will be in 

concert Sunday, Oct. 

17th at 10:45 AM at 

Argenta Baptist Church, 

Rt. 48, Argenta, IL. More 

information available 

from their website. 

Trunk or Treat Community Outreach at Tabernacle Baptist 

Church-October 30th, 4-6 PM. Gobs of candy! Kids vote on best 

trunk! 650 N. Wyckles Rd., Decatur 

Eats Before Treats at FBC, Mt. Zion-October 31st, 4-6 PM. Drive 

through and get your first treat of the night or sit at a picnic table 

and enjoy Free hotdogs, chips, drink, and a small treat bag.  720 

W. Main, Mt. Zion 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
 

CBA Sr. Adult Thanksgiving Banquet 
November 16th, 2021 

10:00 AM-Noon 
Emmanuel Baptist Church 

Catered Meal: Cost $7 each  

Important Notice: The CBA website is 

experiencing problems with the server. I’m 
trying to get in contact with the company 
for help, but it may be weeks before I get 
it up and working again. –CG 

October is Pastor 
 Appreciation Month 


