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At the North American Mission Board (NAMB), it’s all about the Gospel. Everything we do is to help 
churches and believers share Christ in their communities, North America and around the world.  
 
There were many highlights in 2019 as we served Southern Baptist pastors, churches and associations, 
but we want to start by thanking all those who gave so generously to the Annie Armstrong Easter Of-
fering®. Southern Baptists gave a record $61.6 million to the offering, an all-time high.  
 
Pastors are NAMB’s number one customer. We are here to serve them and help them succeed as they 
minister on the front lines. We serve pastors and churches in two primary ways: Send Relief, our com-
passion ministry arm, and Send Network, our church planting network. In addition to these two prima-
ry ministry areas, NAMB’s Evangelism and Leadership Group, led by Johnny Hunt, exists to equip 
pastors and mobilize Southern Baptists for evangelism.  
 
NAMB’s Send Relief ministry is bringing help and hope to those most in need. Our Puerto Rico re-
build effort hosted hundreds of volunteers as residents continue to recover from Hurricane Maria, 
which struck in 2017.  
 
Send Relief is giving churches the opportunity to serve in areas such as poverty, refugees and interna-
tionals, adoption and foster care, human trafficking and crisis response. We now have seven Send Re-
lief ministry centers (Appalachia, Atlanta, Las Vegas, New Orleans, New York, Pittsburgh and Puerto 
Rico) that are meeting needs in specific regions and giving Southern Baptists from all over North 
America opportunities to serve in long- or short-term settings.  
 
Here are a few highlights as we look back on the previous full year of ministry: 
 •    Thanks to Southern Baptist giving, we are able to resource and support nearly 6,800 missionaries    
       and chaplains. These men and women serve in difficult places and in challenging cultural contexts  
       and many have left behind all that is familiar so they can tell people about Jesus.  
• Southern Baptists added 908 new congregations in 2019, the most recent year for which data is 

available. This includes 552 new church starts, 59 new campuses and 297 new affiliations. We 
praise God for these new churches that are now part of the Southern Baptist family.  

• Churches started since 2010 now account for 11 percent of all churches in the SBC and they report 
18 percent of all SBC baptisms. Church plants are reaching people for Christ, and they are a posi-
tive force in our Southern Baptist family.  

•  Reversing the decline in baptisms won’t be accomplished by a national entity, but we are making 
multiple evangelism resources available free to churches and emphasizing the annual SBC Bap-
tism Sunday. We want to help Southern Baptists maintain evangelism and baptism as the top pri-
ority.  

 
We are grateful for the pastors and churches who are in the trenches of ministry. Thank you for every-
thing you are doing to make Jesus known in North America. Visit namb.net for more information.  


