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By Lanny Faulkner, Associational Mission Strategist 

Dr. Scott Andrews was exactly right when he commented recently that if 
we are going to ask our Churches to support the work of our Association, 
we need to accomplish important things through the work of our 
Association! 
 

As your Associational Missions Strategist, I believe that the most effective 
strategy for our Association will require a “major makeover” of the 
organization and operation of CBA. 
 

Our Constitution is our source of legal authority for the things we do. 
Therefore… a new vision and a new structure for our Association require a 
new Constitution. Months and months of work by me, our Moderator, and 
the Constitution Revision Team, have resulted in the proposed new 
Constitution that was handed out to the Messengers at our semi-annual 
meeting on April 18th. You can view the Constitution Revisions on the 
cbadecatur.com website. 
 

In addition to legal authority, I believe there are three key reasons that we 
need to adopt this new Constitution at our Annual Meeting on Saturday, 
October 23rd of this year. 
 

First, this new Constitution will enable us to FOCUS on our three key 
goals… Missions, Training, and Fellowship! In the context of a Local 
Association, “missions” refer to our local missions efforts which include 
Church Revitalization, Church Planting, Ministry Partnerships, and various 
kinds of Mercy Ministries, etc. 
Second, this new Constitution will enable us to SIMPLIFY (and clarify) the 
best possible structure to carry out our priorities! 
Third, this new Constitution will enable us to IMPROVE both the quantity 
and quality of ministry that our Association provides to our Churches! 
 

If we are going to effectively assist our Churches in carrying out your God-
given ministries, we NEED YOUR PRAYERS, YOUR PARTICIPATION, 
YOUR HELP, AND YOUR FINANCIAL SUPPORT.  
As Dr. Andrews often reminds us, if we are going to ask for your prayers, 
your participation, your help, and your financial support, WE HAVE TO 
EARN IT! 
I believe this new Constitution is the right tool to both allow and enable us 
to do that! 



    Finding pulpit supply can be a daunting task. If we are 
honest this can be a bit of a scary time. While there are a 
variety of reasons why you might need supply, it does 
indicate that things are changing in the life of your 
fellowship, and that can be scary and stressful. In my 
years of ministry I have learned a few things that help 
make a season of pulpit supply easier. This top 10 list of 
suggestions should help make the process easier and 
make your guest speakers want to return.  
    Without further ado, here are my top 10 tips for when 
you are using pulpit 
supply.  
 

10. Tell your guest what 
time he should arrive for your service. Be sure you figure 
in enough time to allow him to settle in and get a 
microphone put on. 
 

9.   Let your guest know whom he should expect to greet 
him when he arrives, whether it is you or another 
designated host.  
 

8. No one wants to feel out of place, so be sure to let 
your guest know what kind of attire to wear. 
 

7.  Let your speaker know when the deadline is for 
getting information in the bulletin or on the screens, as 
well as the contact information for whoever is responsible 
for compiling that information.  
 

6.  Let your speaker know what translation of the Bible 
your church normally uses. 
 

5.  Show great hospitality to your guest. Enlist a volunteer 
to be sure your guest is well taken care of. Provide him 
with bottled water, coffee, and a place to pray and put his 
belongings. If you have multiple services, providing a few 
moments of quiet and a snack between services could be 
a great encouragement to your guest.  
 

4. Be sure that you have talked with your speaker 
about how your church handles response time and  
what he should do to end the preaching time. 
 

3. Take time in your service to introduce your guest speaker and let him and 
the church know how much you appreciate his coming and are looking 
forward to hearing what God will say through him.  
 

2. State your expectations from the beginning of what you want your guest 
speaker to do. When you invite him, communicate how many services you 
have and what time those services are. Do you want him to teach a Bible 

study class or facilitate some kind of 
training with another group in the church? 
Don’t wait to ask him after he arrives. 
 

1.  Determine how much you can pay in 
honorarium and expenses. While the exact dollar amount varies based on the 
church size and what you are asking your guest to do, I encourage you to be 
generous. Also, as a rule, you should offer to pay milage for those who are 
traveling more than 25 miles to preach for you.   
 

    If you will put these 10 tips into practice when using pulpit supply, I think 
you will find it a much better experience for everyone involved. Since you 
made it all the way through the Top 10, here’s a bonus for enduring! 
 

    Bonus: Don’t be afraid to give your guest speaker an assigned text or 
theme for the sermon. You might think that you are tying his hands, but in 
most cases, you are actually freeing him to better serve your church. 
    I hope that these tips will help you as you walk through a season of pulpit 
supply. Don’t give up, don’t give in, keep trusting Jesus and know that He is 
going to move in your church even in a season of transition.  If I can be 
helpful to you in the future please feel free to reach out to me, 
gbraswell@waterloo.org. 
 

Soli Deo Gloria, 
Pastor Greg 
 

    Greg Braswell is the husband of Christin, dad of Julia and Josiah (son of Chris & 
Dale Granda). He is a coffee connoisseur, and guitar lover. He is the Worship and 
Administrative Pastor at Waterloo First Baptist Church, Waterloo, Illinois. He has 
more than 15 years of ministry experience. 

“If you put these 10 tips into practice when using pulpit supply, I think 

you will find it a much better experience for everyone involved.” 

By Greg Braswell 

     Anne Graham Lotz served as a keynote speaker for the 
first large-scale, in-person meeting of Illinois Baptist women in 
two years. While last year’s Priority Conference went online in 
the early days of the COVID-19 pandemic, this year’s meeting 
offered both in-person and online options. Lotz’s message on 
the Spirit was broadcast via video to more than 400 people at 
First Baptist Church, O’Fallon, and to more than 500 watching 
in smaller groups at 35 simulcast locations across the state. 

     Priority also included 11 pre-recorded breakout sessions, and 
women elected Lindsay Wineinger to serve as president of Illinois 
WMU. Wineinger, a long-time advocate for missions education and 
engagement, is a member of Woodland Baptist Church in Peoria. 
    The meeting’s theme, “Abide,” invited women to consider the Holy 
Spirit as the counselor and helper promised in Scripture. Lotz described 
him as “Jesus without skin. He’s Jesus, literally, in me.” 

IBSA APRIL 26, 2021 BY MEREDITH FLYNN 

https://illinoisbaptist.org/author/meredithflynn/


    We’re going to do a piece each month on one of our CBA Pulpit 
Suppliers so you can get to know them better. This month we’re 
focusing on Dwight Durbin.     
    Brother  Dwight Durbin was born and raised in Taylorville, Illinois 
where he grew up and graduated from Taylorville High School in 1972. 
In 1976, he graduated from Baptist Bible College in Springfield, Missouri 
with a Music Ministry degree. He has been in full time music ministry as 
worship leader and adult ministries for over 40 years at churches 

throughout our country and currently lives in Decatur, Illinois. 

    Dwight has been married to his wife Patti for 47 years and they have 
two sons, Gary in Stow, Ohio  and Richard in Denver, Colorado. They 

both serve as worship leaders/creative arts directors. 

    Dwight's desire is to love God, love people and inspire others to see 
God through his ministry of music and speaking. He's recorded several 
CDs projects and is available to give concerts and/or preach whenever 
and wherever opportunities arise. He can be reached to schedule at 
dwightdurbin54@gmail.com or by phone at 912-713-7873. 

 
   The Central Baptist Association’s Semi-Annual Meeting held Sunday, April 
18th, 2021, at Forsyth Baptist Church was well attended and the business 
portion went smoothly and quickly. We had 33 messengers representing 13 of 
our 20 churches, 1 alternate, and 16 visitors. 
   Pastor Joey Krol, Assistant Moderator, called the meeting to order. The  
Moderator Scott Andrews was in quarantine (thankfully Scott had the shots and 
he ended up not get sick).  
   Congregational singing was led by Craig Gates, part of the New Legacy 
group, from Tri-Valley, Bloomington.  Keith Schmutzler volunteered to play the 
piano since our pianist went to the wrong church and didn’t arrive until the 
singing was over for the business session. 
   Pastor Dean Jones, Heyworth, led us in a Bible Study titled: Faith That 
Pleases God, from Hebrews 11.  He shared that Abel had worship faith; Noah 
had working faith; and Enoch had walking faith.  Fewer people are willing to 
have the walking-with-God-continually-faith.  He used a ruler to compare the 
measure of faith people have. Those who have the full measure of faith are 
those who seek God and do His will daily. 
    The minutes from the October 10, 2020 Annual Meeting were accepted as 
written and presented.  
   Treasurer Tom Leach elaborated on the Financial report and then made a 
motion to accept it as presented. Motion passed.  
   Association Mission Strategist Lanny Faulkner then presented his report 
which was printed and passed out with the other reports upon signing in. His 
report included his attendance of services at 9 of our churches speaking a total 
of 18 times. He continues to pray for our churches and our pastors and their 
families almost every day.  
   Lanny Faulkner moved to accept the presented copy of the Constitution 
revisions that comes from the Constitution Committee. Motion passed.  

    Emmanuel’s newest deacon, Chuck Courtnay, made a 
motion to receive Oreana Baptist Church having completed 
their 6-months watch-care, into full fellowship of the CBA. 
The motion passed unanimously and Asst. Moderator Joey 
Krol extended the right hand of fellowship to Oreana’s 
Pastor Keith Schmutzler.  
   Senior Adult Coordinator Marian Blankenship announced 
the next CBA Senior Adult event will be the Annual Revival 
Meeting on August 12th at Oreana. 
  Motion to adjourn was made and prayer for the meal was 
given.  
    Forsyth Baptist Pastor Bruce Homontowski and some of 
the ladies of the church provided a meal of fried chicken 
and lots of tasty sides and desserts. 
   The Worship Celebration started on time at 6 PM with 
congregational singing. Then the New Legacy bluegrass 
gospel group played and sang. They have a state 
champion fiddle player in the group by the name of 
Kemedy, and we found out why she’s a state champion. 
The whole group is extremely talented playing multiple 
stringed instruments and singing harmony together.  
   Last by not least, Pastor Alfonso Hodges, Shiloh 
Missionary Baptist Church brought the Annual Sermon 
titled: Witness that Works, based on the woman at the well 
in John 4:34-39. She went and shared Jesus. 
   We ended the meeting after a collection for the Pastor’s 
Benevolence Fund of $386.  

mailto:dwightdurbin54@gmail.com


May 
1st at 8:30 AM-Pastor’s Breakfast Fellowship at 4 Star Family Rest. In Mt. Zion 
2nd-Senior Adult Day 
6th-National Day of Prayer 
9th-Mother’s Day 
31st-Memorial Day 
 

June 
11th at 11:30 AM-Leadership Team Mtg. 
20th-Father’s Day 

 

Churches: 
Argenta 

Arthur 

Atwood 

Calvary 

Emmanuel 

Fellowship 

Findlay 

Forsyth 

Galilee 

Hammond 

Heyworth 

Lincoln 

Lovington 

Mt. Zion 

Oreana 

Shiloh 

Sullivan 

Summit Avenue 

Tabernacle 

Tri-Valley 
 

Mission Statement 
   Central Baptist  
Association exists to 
foster relationships 
among churches in 
order to assist them in 
fulfilling the Great 
Commission. 
 

  CBA Vision is to see 
churches collaborating 
together to build the 
Kingdom of God. 

Central Baptist Association  
(217) 330-7593  
Email: office@cbadecatur.com 

650 N. Wyckles Rd. 
Decatur, IL  62522 
Website: www.cbadecatur.com 

 

March 7th-14th-Annie  
Armstrong  Offering and 

Week of Prayer 

 

    I need to hear from you about the idea of CBA 
hosting an “On Mission Celebration” missions 
rally this year on December 2nd to 5th. 
    Churches who wish to participate will host a 
missionary to speak at their church on either 
Thursday 12/2, or Friday 12/3, or Saturday 12/4 
evenings and on Sunday morning 12/5. Then we 
will then have an association-wide rally on 
Sunday evening 12/5 at one of our churches. 

    We will have missionaries available from the International Missions 
Board; the North American Missions Board; Illinois Baptist State 
Association; and local missions. 
    There will be no cost to the individual churches unless you choose to 
give the missionary speaker a love offering when they speak at your 
church. This is not mandatory. 
    I need to get a sense of how many churches want to take part in this. 
Please let me know if you are interested as soon as possible. 

  Lanny Faulkner 
      cbacircuitrider@gmail.com 

  (217) 622-3970 

https://il.sbcworkspace.com/Pub/Event/

Register/55233472 


