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   Covid has come. People have left. Attendance is down. So how do we get 
them back? 
   This is one of the most common questions asked by church leaders as we look 
into 2022 and beyond.  And the questions behind the question: Is the current 
attendance a new normal for the church? 
   For a while, probably. But here are a few general observations, both from the 
latest research and from hearing from leaders while consulting throughout the 
state: 

Worship attendance is down. Lifeway Research reports that the 
 average church is at 63% of their pre-Covid attendance. 

Giving is close to or above budget. 
Bible study group attendance is much lower than pre-covid. 
Ministry to the local community is well received by those accepting 

 help.  
   Let me argue that all of this is encouraging. 
We can appreciate the fact that we’re not alone. 
   It’s great news that we still have a core group of members actively attending, 
serving, and giving to the mission of the church. Praise God for those loving, 
serving saints! 
We have a way to grow our leaders.  
   One way to start is to launch our Bible study groups ministry then help them 
again become a strong part of the church. After all, whether the groups meet at 
church or away, a robust groups ministry provides structure, trains leaders, 
promotes intimacy, and deepens spiritual growth.  
   Even more, Bible study groups that operate with a team structure is the wisest 
approach. Several people within the group can become involved in important  
tasks, both in growing each other and growing the number in the group. This 
helps develop people as they grow, serve, and share their faith. 
We can reintroduce our church to our community. 
   Since ministry efforts (such as food distribution) have been well received, we 
have opportunity to reshape and reintroduce our churches to communities who 
need Jesus!  
   It also means that we can rethink what membership in a church means: that 
every member is not just a minister, but even more, every member is a 
missionary. 
We can invite our neighbors.  
   Research indicates that people still trust their neighbors, and Lifeway reports 
51% of them said they would come to church if their neighbor invited them. Our 
core group of church members can and should invite friends, relatives, 
associates, and neighbors to church. 
   When we not only train our people to share their faith, but also inspire them to 
do the simple things like inviting friends to church, we can see a gospel 
movement happen as lives are changed forever. 

Hawaiian 

Luau 

Meal: $5 
Signup by  
April 25th 

Signup at CBADecatur.com  
or text Chris at (217) 521-2420 

Special Guest-teaching hula  
Wear your muumuus, grass skirts and 
Hawaiian shirts, we’ll supply leis for everyone. 

CBA Sponsored: 

Date: Tuesday, May 3rd, 2022 

Time: 5 PM-7 PM (NOTE different time) 

Location: Forsyth Bapt. Church 

     132 E. Cox 

Menu:  Ham & Hawaiian rolls 
             Veggie pasta salad with spam 
 Tri-colored coleslaw  
 Pineapple upside down cake 
 Coconut pie 



7 Encouraging Trends of 
Global Christianity in 2022 
By Aaron Earls 

As you serve in your local church, it can be easy to forget the 
global nature of Christianity. Even connections to missionaries 
or trips to other countries don’t fully display the magnitude of 
the modern-day church. 
And if your church has plateaued or is even shrinking, you can 
be tempted to see the global church in a similar light. But the 
latest statistics from the Center for the Study of Global 
Christianity at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary can give a 
better perspective on Christianity in 2022. 
There are seven encouraging trends to note in the 2022 Status 
of Global Christianity report. 

1. Religious faith is growing faster than the irreligious. 
Particularly in the West, it can seem like secularism is growing 
and people are leaving the church and the faith. Globally, that is 
not the case at all. 
While the number of all religious people is growing at a 1.27% 
rate, the growth rate of nonreligionists is less than half that—
0.52%, well below the total population growth percentage. In 
particular, the number of atheists is almost stagnant, only 
growing 0.18% per year. 
There are fewer atheists around the world today (147 million) 
than in 1970 (165 million), and the Gordon-Conwell report 
expects the number to continue to decline into 2050. 

2. Christianity continues to grow. 
Not only is religion growing overall, but Christianity specifically 
is growing. With a 1.17% growth rate, almost 2.56 billion people 
will identify as a Christian by the middle of 2022. By 2050, that 
number is expected to top 3.33 billion. 
Catholics remain the largest Christian group with almost 1.26 
billion adherents, but the two fastest growing Christian groups 
around the world are evangelicals (1.8% growth rate) and 
charismatics (1.88%). 
The dramatic global growth for charismatic Christians is 
particularly noteworthy. In 1900, less than 1 million people 
around the world identified as Pentecostal or charismatic. By 
2050, that number will top 1 billion. 

3. Growth is fastest in the global South. 
The places where Christianity is growing the fastest? Africa 
(2.77% growth) and Asia (1.50%). In 2000, 814 million 
Christians lived in Europe and North America, while 660 million 
Christians called African and Asia home. This year, 838 million 
live in the global North, while almost 1.1 billion Christians live in 
Africa and Asia alone. 
In 1900, twice as many Christians lived in Europe than in the 
rest of the world combined. Today, more Christians live in Africa 
than any other continent. By 2050, Africa will be home to almost 
1.3 billion Christians, while Latin America (686 million) and Asia 
(560 million) will both have more than Europe (497 million) and 
North America (276 million). 

4. Christianity continues to spread out. 
As Christianity continues to grow in the global South, it is also 
becoming increasingly less concentrated. In 1900, 95% of all 
Christians lived in a majority Christian country. In 2022, that 
number has fallen to 53.7%. By 2050, most Christians (50.4%) 
around the world will live in non-majority Christian nations. 
With more Christians living outside of Christian nations, more 
non-Christians know a Christian. In 1900, only 5.4% of non-
Christians could identify a Christian they knew. That 
percentage has risen to 18.3% today. By 2050, 1 in 5 non-
Christians (20%) will know a follower of Jesus and have the 
opportunity to hear the gospel from them. 
As a result, the percentage of unevangelized people around 
the world continues to fall. In 1900, more than half of the 
world’s population (54.3%) was unevangelized. That has now 
fallen to 28%. 

6. More than 90 million Bibles will be printed this year. 
As Christianity continues to grow, the printing of Bibles 
continues to grow along with it. This year, 93 million copies of 
God’s word will be printed, up from 54 million in 2000 and 5 
million in 1900. By 2025, 100 million Bibles will be printed each 
year. Currently, almost 1.8 billion Bibles are in circulation 
around the world. That will climb to 2.3 billion by 2050. 
God’s Word continues to expand into new languages in new 
and exciting ways, including pastors and theologians in India 
developing and printing a first-of-its-kind Telugu study Bible for 
the nearly 90 million Telugu speakers in the country. 

7. Fewer Christians are dying for their faith. 
In 2000, the Status of Global Christianity marked a rate of 1.6 
million Christians martyrs over a 10-year period—the high 
mark of their report. In 2022, they estimate the decade long 
number to be 900,000. Each death is a tragedy, but any 
improvement is worth noting. 
The 10-year trends do not negate year-over-year numbers, 
like the increase in martyrs for 2021 as recorded by Open 
Doors’ latest report. Regardless of the current numbers or 
trends, churches should continue praying for persecuted 
believers around the world. 

    The week of Prayer for the Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering is March 6-13. Be in prayer regarding the 
spread of the Gospel Message throughout North 
America. Pick up a  Week of Pray Guide at your 
church.   

https://www.gordonconwell.edu/center-for-global-christianity/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2022/01/Status-of-Global-Christianity-2022.pdf
https://www.gordonconwell.edu/center-for-global-christianity/wp-content/uploads/sites/13/2022/01/Status-of-Global-Christianity-2022.pdf
https://blog.lifeway.com/newsroom/2021/12/14/lifeway-india-launches-first-of-its-kind-telugu-study-bible/
https://lifewayresearch.com/2022/01/28/1-in-7-global-christians-faced-persecution-in-2021/


Top IL CBA Giving Churches  
Here are the results of IBSA’s contributions reports received 
through 2021. 
    Central Baptist Association churches have given 
$184,918.15 to the Cooperative Program in 2021. Praise the 
Lord! That’s only $4,400 less than the Chicago Metro 
Association churches which has 117 churches to CBA’s 19. 
CBA has given more than all of the Associations in 
comparable size. 
 

Top Illinois  churches in Cooperative Program support 
through the fourth quarter of 2021. 
Three are CBA churches: 

#7 is Tabernacle, #39 is FBC, Mt. Zion, & #74 is Arthur 
Southern 

 

Top Illinois  churches in Cooperative Program support per 
capita through the fourth quarter of 2021.  
Three are CBA churches: 

#21 is Lovington First, #25 is FBC, Mt. Zion,  
#75 is Tabernacle 

Transforming Grace!  
April 29-30, 2022  

at the Bank of Springfield Center 
 in downtown Springfield, IL.  

The theme was birthed from the scripture passage 2 Cor. 3:18, 
"We all, with unveiled faces, are looking as in a mirror at the 
glory of the Lord and are being transformed into the same 
image from glory to glory; this is from the Lord who is the 
Spirit." 
    Ladies, we are excited to take you on this journey with us! 
Make plans to attend in person April 29-30, 2022 at the Bank 
of Springfield Center in downtown Springfield, IL. We 
encourage you to bring a friend, a co-worker, a neighbor to the 
conference in hopes they will experience transforming grace in 
their life! Will you prayerfully begin asking the Lord to show 
you who to invite along with you? 
    Keep on the look out for an email (if you attended last year) 
and through social media with details on registration, hotel 
blocks, etc.   
In person $55. Register at: https://il.sbcworkspace.com/Pub/
Event/Register/55233862 

 

We’re continuing the piece we’ve been doing each month on one of our 
CBA Pulpit Suppliers so you can get to know them better. This month we’re 
focusing Doug Gorman.  
    Doug, and his wife Stephanie, Gorman grew up in the Indianapolis, Indiana 
area, have been married for 16 years and in ministry together for 12. They were 
both saved 17 years ago and have been seeking and serving the Lord Jesus 
Christ ever since.  
    They have 5 children: Seth-27, Alec-25, Sophia-22, Ethan-20, and Ian-2 
(pictured). They have served in churches in Southern Indiana and  in multiple 
churches in Western Illinois for the past 4 years. Doug’s education is in business 
management from Phoenix University Online, along with Theology and Biblical 
Studies from University of America.  
    They have also spoke in and consulted with over 100 churches, helping them 
develop biblical models to be the church in the book of Acts.   

   Doug stated, “I preach with great conviction and only on the Authority of Scripture. No sugar-coating, no people pleasing, just God's 
Word. I am only a vessel for Him to use.” 
   If you’d like to contact Doug Gorman, he can be reached at (317) 225-6710, or emailed at: doug_gorman@hotmail.com 

 

Iron Sharpens Iron Conference 
 

8:30 AM-4:55 PM on March 19th, 2022 

Springfield, IL 
First United Methodist Church 

2941 S. Koke Mill Rd 

Early Registration by March 8th-$60 per man, 
or $47 if group of 10 or more men. 

 

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event 



March 2022 

6th-13th-North American Missions Prayer Emphasis and Annie Armstrong 

Easter Offering 

19th, 8:30 AM-4:55 PM-Iron Sharpens Iron Conference at FUM, Spgfld 
 

April 2022 

8th-9th-Disaster Relief Training, Central 

15th-Good Friday 

17th-Easter 

24th at 4 PM-CBA Semi-Annual Meeting 

29th-30th-Priority Women’s Conference, Springfield 

 

Central Baptist Association  
 

(217) 859-8222  
Email: office@cbadecatur.com 
650 N. Wyckles Rd. 
Decatur, IL  62522 
Website: www.cbadecatur.com 

Sign up for the Focus at www.cbadecatur.com 

Central Baptist Association  
has a new phone number:  

(217) 859-8222 
   Calls go directly to Chris Granda’s cell 
phone, but it is a business number. 
   Please take note: The (217) 330-7593 
number was disconnected in December.  

Churches: 
Argenta 

Arthur 

Atwood 

Emmanuel 

Fellowship 

Findlay 

Forsyth 

Galilee 

Hammond 

Heyworth 

Lincoln 

Lovington 

Mt. Zion 

Oreana 

Shiloh 

Sullivan 

Summit Avenue 

Tabernacle 

Tri-Valley 
 

Mission Statement 
   Central Baptist  
Association exists to 
foster relationships 
among churches in 
order to assist them in 
fulfilling the Great 
Commission. 
 

  CBA Vision is to see 
churches collaborating 
together to build the 
Kingdom of God. 

Galilee-Mark Book has been 
called as the Pastor of the Galilee 
Baptist Church in Decatur! Mark and 
his wife Andie, have four children, two 
who still live at home, Thomas and 
Toby.  
   Let’s welcome the Books to Galilee 
and pray for them and their family. 

Sullivan-please keep Ruth Ann Lusk in your prayers as she 
goes through 33 radiation treatments this month. 
Forsyth-is starting a Drug Recovery Counseling Ministry. 

 

CORRECTED DATE: 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
CBA Semi-Annual Meeting  

Sun., April 24th 
at 4 PM. 

Worship Service and 
Short business session 
More to come in flyer to 

churches. 

 

Does your church have news 
to share? Send it to Chris at 

office@cbadecatur.com 


