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Encouragement in today’s world can be tough to find. 
However, like digging for gold, encouragement can be 
found if we will only do the hard work of mining. Let’s 
mine four nuggets of truth together from Romans 8 that 
should encourage us all on our spiritual journey.  
 
The first nugget: Paul declares in verse 1 that there is 
no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. We have been 
judiciously acquitted of every past, present, and future sin. God no 
longer views us in our current state of sinfulness which has marred the 
Image of God in which we were created. Rather, he sees us as children 
who possess the imputed righteousness of Christ. Oh, what a position we 
have! 
 
The second nugget: God has empowered us through the indwelling 
of the Holy Spirit. In verses 10-11, Paul claims that it was the power of 
the Holy Spirit that raised Christ from the dead. And, the same Spirit 
now dwells in us! There is no problem, sin, or circumstance that you 
can’t overcome through this unique relationship that only a believer 
possesses. 
 
The third nugget: According to verses 28-30, God is sovereign over 
all points of our lives and will finish whatever he begins. When 
believers encounter various trials we can know for certain that God 
either caused the trials or allowed them to happen. God is in complete 
control of it all. His providence is always kind. We can rest assured that 
whatever we face will not destroy us because, as the late R.C Sproul 
said, “There is not one maverick molecule in all of creation.” 
 
In addition, He will always finish whatever he begins! Verse 30 states, 
“And those he predestined, he also called; and those he called, he also 
justified; and those he justified, he also glorified.” God has never lost a 
single link in the golden chain of any person that he has saved. Your 
eternity is secure in Jesus. 
 
The fourth nugget: God has given us eternal victory and no matter 
what we face in this world we will ultimately be victors over sin, death, 
Hell, and the grave! Verses 37-38 proclaim that we are conquerors in all 
things. No matter what giant stands before us, God will slay him. No 
matter what battle rages, God will be victorious through us.  
 
Encouragement may be hard to find in our world, but it can be found in 
God’s word if we will dig for it. My prayer is that you get out your 
mining equipment, turn on your headlamp, and start digging! Romans 8 
is merely one vein of encouragement for the believer. The Word is full 
of un-mined truth that will set you free and bring joy to your life. 

By Pastor Carlton Binkley, Tabernacle 

You can teach what you know,  

but you reproduce what you are.           

                       -Howard G. Hendricks 



By Bob Smietana 
    Small churches can make a big difference by sticking to 
the basics. 
    New Research with the Billy Graham Center and 
the Caskey Center for Church Excellence identifies at 
least 13 effective ways small churches can attract and 
retain more new converts, including many practices 
churches have used for years. 
    The research, additionally sponsored by 11 
denominations, and undertaken by Lifeway Research, 
shows that among the 13 are: holding classes for new 
attenders, committing a healthy portion of the church 
budget to evangelism and missions, serving outside the 
church to share the 
gospel with 
unchurched people, 
and having the pastor 
set up specific hours to share the gospel. 
    Lifeway Research tested 29 factors that could 
potentially affect the number of people who decide to 
follow Christ and stay committed to small churches.     
Thirteen of those factors predicted which churches 
retained more converts. 
    Doing all 13 well can create an environment that helps 
newcomers connect with the church, said Scott 
McConnell, executive director of Lifeway Research. 
“There’s no single approach or strategy that leads to more 
converts in small churches,” he said. “Instead, it appears 
that doing a lot of small things really adds up.” 
A little more intentionality matters 
    The phone survey of 1,500 pastors of small churches—
evangelical and Black Protestant congregations of 250 or 
fewer—asked how many converts each church had in the 
last 12 months and whether those converts stayed with 
the church after they came to faith. 
   Researchers then compared the 20 percent of churches 
with the most retained converts (11.7 or more per 100 
attendees) to the 50 percent with the fewest retained 
converts (5.56 or fewer per 100 attendees). 
Here are some of their findings. Among pastors of 
churches with the most retained converts: 
• 93 percent say their church engages in ministry 
outside the church at least every six months to share the 
gospel with the unchurched. 
• 92 percent consistently hear reports of church 
members engaging in evangelistic conversations and 
sharing their faith with non-Christians. 
• 68 percent offer classes for new attenders at least 
every six months. 

• 66 percent ask 
people weekly to 
commit to Christ 
following a personal 
presentation of the 
gospel. 
• 57 percent block 
out time on their calendar at least once a week for the purpose of sharing 
their faith with non-Christians outside the church office. 
• 51 percent attend training on personal evangelism at least every six 
months. 
• 26 percent have a higher percentage of the church’s budget (30 

percent or more) given to evangelism and missions. 

    The number 
one predictive 
factor, according 

to researchers: Churches with more converts tended to attract and keep 
more unchurched people. Pastors of churches with the most retained 
converts were more likely (35 percent) to say half of their congregation 
used to be unchurched. That dropped to 18 percent for churches with the 
fewest retained converts. 
Small churches may be able to reach more people simply by doing what 
they are already doing—with a little more consistency, said McConnell. 
Asking more non-Christians to come to church, sharing the gospel with 
them, following up with them, and inviting them to follow Jesus can all lead 
to more converts. 
    Jeff Farmer, associate professor of church, ministry, and evangelism at 
New Orleans Seminary and lead researcher on the project, said that 
inviting more unchurched people to attend services is key. “We need to be 
focusing on lost people—those who have no previous church 
background—and there are plenty of them,” he said. 
    And a pastor can lead the way, said Farmer. “No one in the church is 
going to share the gospel more than the pastor. Pastors who make time 
for sharing their faith with non-Christians and who teach church members 
to do the same can have a big impact.” 
    Rick Richardson of the Billy Graham Center at Wheaton College 
agrees, saying that the churches with the most converts in the study 
seemed to do a better job at attracting and keeping new people. “Those 
churches go the extra mile when it comes to inviting people and extending 
hospitality,” he said. 
    Overall, Richardson was encouraged by the study, which showed that 
most small churches are active in evangelism. They’re doing the right 
things, said Richardson. They just need to become more consistent in 
evangelism and outreach. “A few small things can make a big difference,” 
he said. 
    For more information on this study, visit LifewayResearch.com  or go 
to:  https://www.ibsa.org/small-changes-that-can-have-big-impact-on-your-
ministry/ for the IBSA webinar. 

“There’s no single approach or strategy that leads to more converts in small churches,” he said. 

“Instead, it appears that doing a lot of small things really adds up.” 

http://www.wheaton.edu/BGCE
http://www.nobts.edu/caskeycenter/
http://lifewayresearch.com/
http://lifewayresearch.com/2017/08/28/when-it-comes-to-evangelism-the-small-things-really-matter/


    Priority is April 23-24 with in-person event attendance 
at First Baptist Church in O’Fallon. Due to state COVID 
restrictions, in-person attendance is limited to 400.  In-
person registration is $55, including Priority materials and 
lunch. The cost to attend online is $30, including Priority 
materials which will be shipped to participants, or $15 to 
attend online without materials.  
    For more information, visit IBSA.org/women or contact 
Aubrey Krol at AubreyKrol@IBSA.org or (217) 391-3138. 
Priority registration opened online Feb. 1. 

Join us at Tabernacle Baptist Church on Easter morning 

as we showcase nearly 100 members of our Worship 

Ministry with special selections by our orchestra, worship 

band, and multi-generational choir!  

    We’re going to do a piece each month on one of our CBA Pulpit 
Suppliers so you can get to know them better. Our first one is Gary 
Bauerle. 
     
    Brother Gary has been in our Association for many years. He’s pastored 6 of 
our CBA churches in his years, all the while working at Caterpillar until he retired 
in 1999. 
    Gary surrendered to preach in 1981 and was ordained to preach at Argenta 
Baptist Church. He attended Boyce Bible School in Springfield, IL. Later he took 
a correspondence course through Bolivar, MO. 
    Gary is married to Robin and they have two grown sons, Buddy and his wife 
Rachel; and Beau and his wife Lindsey. They have 3 grandchildren; Ava, Pierce 
and Layne. 



March 
7th-14th-Annie Armstrong Offering and Week of Prayer 
14th-Set Clocks ahead 1 hour  
16th at 10 AM-Sr. Adult Fabulous 50s event at Emmanuel 
20th-Missions Leader Boot Camp at IBSA Bldg, Springfield 
28th-Palm Sunday 
29th at 2 PM-CBA Leadership Team Meeting at Emmanuel 

April 
4th-EASTER 
4th at 10:30 AM-Tabernacle’s Easter Worship Service with choir & orchestra 
18th, 4-7:30 PM-CBA Semi-Annual Meeting at Forsyth (All messengers need to attend.) 
23rd-24th-IBSA’s Priority Conference at FBC, O’Fallon, IL.  

 

Churches: 
Argenta 

Arthur 

Atwood 

Calvary 

Emmanuel 

Fellowship 

Findlay 
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Galilee 

Hammond 

Heyworth 

Lincoln 

Lovington 

Mt. Zion 

Oreana 

Shiloh 

Sullivan 

Summit Avenue 

Tabernacle 

Tri-Valley 
 

Mission Statement 
   Central Baptist  
Association exists to 
foster relationships 
among churches in 
order to assist them in 
fulfilling the Great 
Commission. 
 

  CBA Vision is to see 
churches collaborating 
together to build the 
Kingdom of God. 

Central Baptist Association  
(217) 330-7593  
Email: office@cbadecatur.com 

650 N. Wyckles Rd. 
Decatur, IL  62522 
Website: www.cbadecatur.com 

 

 
CBA Semi-Annual Meeting  

Sunday, April 18th  
at Forsyth Baptist Church 

4-7:30 PM 
Bible Study: Pastor Dean Jones, Heyworth  

Message: Pastor Al Hodges, Shiloh 
Music: New Legacy, Tri-Valley 

Forsyth will provide a meal  
Please sign up at your church and text or email the 

number attending the meal to  
Chris at (217) 521-2420 by April 12th.  

March 14th, 2021 
Set your clocks ahead 

Spring is coming. 

 

CBA Leadership Team 

Meeting 

Monday, March 29th 

PM at Emmanuel 

March 7th-14th-Annie  
Armstrong  Offering and 

Week of Prayer 


