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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

CBA  

SEMI-ANNUAL 

MEETING 
 

Sat., April 4th, 2020 

10 AM-2 PM 
First Baptist Church, Atwood 

All CBA church members  

are invited to attend.  

All Messengers should attend. 

     In Haggai 1:4-6, the Lord through Haggai, says to the people of Israel, “Is it a 

time for you yourselves to dwell in your paneled houses, while this house lies in 

ruins? 
5 

Now, therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts: Consider your ways. 
6 

You 

have sown much, and harvested little. You eat, but you never have enough; you 

drink, but you never have your fill. You clothe yourselves, but no one is warm. 

And he who earns wages does so to put them into a bag with holes.” 

    I have thought a lot of about Haggai of late, such a rich little book in the Old 

Testament taking place right after the people returned from exile in Babylon. The 

Persians had released the people to return to the Promised Land with 

instructions to rebuild the house of God. The people returned and worked on the 

altar and foundation, but then due to hardships and outside interference they 

became distracted and ended up focusing more on their own homes and lives 

rather than God’s House. As I look at the number of churches closing in America 

today and the number of churches essentially lying in ruin, I believe we have lost 

our focus today as well. Lifeway Research did a poll showing over 30% of 

churchgoers today will never invite a single person to go to church with them. It 

is safe to assume they are not sharing the gospel as well. This is very problematic 

if we are to see revival in our churches and our association. 

   The call to the people in Haggai’s day was to repent and they responded.  I 

believe we need to be churches and people of repentance today as well.  We 

spend a lot of time and energy on our own pursuits, comfort, wealth, and 

success, but often times give only what is left over to God.  This is not about 

doing more or serving more but this is about devotion to the Lord. This is about 

surrender to the Lord.  And most of all, it is about placing the kingdom of God 

above all other pursuits.  

     I hope that you will join me in prayer for our churches throughout this 

association, state, and nation to focus on the tasks given by the Lord. We must 

repent of the things that have distracted us from those tasks. This is not about 

methods or worship styles, it is about asking “What is the most important  task 

the church has?” The answer must be, to see people come to know the Lord. 

     My hope and prayer is that over the next few months we will work as an 

association to better partner with churches to accomplish this task. We must 

begin with prayer. Will you join me in praying, as individuals, and for our 

churches that we repent of anything distracting us from accomplishing the Great 

Commission? Will you pray with me that our churches and our lives will bring 

glory to God in all that we do?!   

    Will you join me in praying, as individuals, and for our churches that we 

repent of anything distracting us from accomplishing the Great Commission? 

Will you pray with me that our churches and our lives will bring glory to God 

in all that we do? 

By Chad Williams, Partnership CoordinatorBy Chad Williams, Partnership CoordinatorBy Chad Williams, Partnership CoordinatorBy Chad Williams, Partnership Coordinator    



Spring into ActionSpring into ActionSpring into ActionSpring into Action    
    Here are some great ways to make 

your warmer weather months fun, 

faith-filled, and productive. 
 

Drive-time Devotions. 
    Encourage families to take advantage of 

“mom’s taxi” by asking the kids questions 

that lead to devotional discussions. As 

Jesus did, use everyday objects on the 

journey to spark the conversation. See 

how God can use your short time together. 
 

Make Family Meals a Priority.      
    Invite others to your table. Host families 

from church or from the community. 

Welcome extra kids to join your table if 

they’re around come dinner time. Connect 

with these people and build relationships. 

It can be as simple as that. 
 

Show Up in the Community. 
    Encourage families to say yes to 

connecting opportunities. This could mean 

play dates or concerts, neighborhood 

watch, or litter cleanup. Others will see 

their acts of service and wonder what 

motivates them to do so, even when it’s 

hard. And as an added bonus, children will 

see Christ in their parents, too.  
 

Tailgate and a Movie. 
    Bookend the summer with tailgate 

parties on Memorial Day and Labor Day 

week-ends. One church invited neighbors 

to bring food to share, then purchased an 

affordable blow-up screen to watch a 

family-friendly movie in the church parking 

lot. A blank outside wall also works well. 

Kids will love playtime in the church yard.  

NOTE: The CBA Block Trailer now has a 

blow-up screen you can borrow. 
 

Special Needs VBS. 
    LIfeway creates a special-needs Vacation 

Bible School curriculum. Reach out to 

assisted living facilities, place and online 

ad, or talk to families with special needs. 

This community is rarely reached by 

traditional church practices. Members may 

begin to see a new mission field within 

your own community. 
 

Excerpted from IBSA Resource Spring 2020 

Upcoming Training Events: 
 

Emmanuel Baptist Church, Carlinville 

Disaster Relief Blue Hat University – April 17 

Blue Hats meet 8:30 AM–5:30 PM., Chaplains meet 1 PM 

continue through Saturday, April 18. ELT meeting 8 PM 

Disaster Relief Training – April 18, 8 AM– 4:30 PM 
 

Green Shirts: Would you like to serve on the mission field during 

disasters in Illinois? 

     Illinois Baptist Disaster Relief is looking for mature, young adults 

who would like to be disaster relief trained as Green Shirts to serve 

alongside a parent or guardian. Green Shirt volunteers are junior-high 

school age students. This training will be offered at all of our trainings 

in Illinois. To learn more about Green Shirt volunteers, contact Butch 

Porter at (618) 499-2215 or Sharon Carty at (217) 341-2416.  
 

To find out more information: https://www.ibsa.org/dr/  

IBSA Training  

Opportunities 
 

New for 2020: 0ngoing online courses 
     Participants agree to a 12-week process that includes: weekly 

teaching content, targeted resources, online connection with the 

other participants, and a project at the end of the course. Those 

who complete the course will earn a certificate and other 

recognition by IBSA. 

    With Spring comes tornados and floods, and a need for 

disaster relief volunteers. Illinois Baptist Disaster Relief is the 

IBSA ministry for mobilizing churches to bring help, healing and 

hope in times of crisis.  

     As a partner with Southern Baptist Disaster Relief, we help 

make up the third largest relief organization behind the American 

Red Cross and Salvation Army. Over 1,700 volunteers from IBSA 

churches across the state comprise IBDR. 



 

sometimes when the conscience of one 

can’t stand the guilt. Many will be hurt. 

Marriages may end. 

    Be firm with the couple: “Don’t think 

that it can’t happen to you. If a man as 

good as King David could fall into adul-

tery, you too are vulnerable. You must be 

very careful in relationships with the op-

posite sex, not because you think you 

would do something wrong, but because 

you are determined not to.” 

7. Be gracious toward one another 
    Just as the Lord does not deal with us 

according to what we deserve (Ps. 

103:10), we are to treat our spouses bet-

ter than they deserve. Help couples un-

derstand that sins and failures provide 

opportunities for us to show grace to oth-

ers that resembles the grace we have re-

ceived from God. In an ideal marriage, 

each party tries to outdo the other in 

showing love. As Paul tells the believers in 

Colossae: 

    So, as those who have been chosen of 

God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentle-

ness and patience; bearing with one an-

other, and forgiving each other, whoever 

has a complaint against anyone; just as 

the Lord forgave you, so also should you. 

Beyond all these things put on love, 

which is the perfect bond of unity. (Col. 

3:12–14 NASB) 

February 9, 2017 by Dr. Jim Newheiser 
 

4. Resolve conflicts quickly and completely 
    Many couples will periodically engage in arguments in which each spouse 

speaks in anger and says hurtful things. Over time they cool down and life 

might go on without their ever properly resolving the disputes. As the years 

pass, their marriage is affected by hurts and scars which never healed. Paul 

vividly warns the Ephesians of the danger lurking behind unresolved 

conflict. “Be angry, and yet do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your 

anger, and do not give the devil an opportunity” (Eph. 4:26–27 NASB). 

    Help young couples understand that leaving an issue unresolved is like 

letting the devil into their homes to wreak his havoc. Remind them that 

marriages fraught with unresolved conflicts are more vulnerable not only to 

increasingly destructive conflicts, but also to extramarital affairs. Show them 

how the New Testament repeatedly urges believers to do whatever is 

necessary to be fully reconciled to one another when there is a conflict 

(e.g., Matt. 5:23–25, 18:15–16; Rom. 14:1–23; Col. 3:12–14; Philemon). 

5. Be honest with each other 
    Nothing is more subtly destructive to marriages than falsehood. More 

than once I have heard the victim of marital infidelity say, “I can forgive the 

sex, but I don’t know if I can forgive the lies or if I can ever trust her again.” 

Paul tells the Ephesians, “Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth 

each one of you with his neighbor, for we are members of one 

another” (Eph. 4:25 NASB). In a similar way, a married couple becomes one 

body (Gen. 2:24). If the rest of the body can’t trust the eyes to see danger or 

the legs to run to safety, then the entire body is at risk. Spouses must be 

able to trust one another. 

    Illustrate for the couple how having a truthful marriage requires making it 

safe for each other to honestly confess sins and failings. A wife may not 

want to tell her husband that she got a traffic ticket because she fears his 

angry reaction. A husband who has visited a strip club may fear a dramatic 

emotional outburst from his wife. Even if it is hard to hear the truth, 

spouses can give thanks to God for helping the other person to be honest. 

Remind the couple that as sinners who have received much grace from God, 

they can have compassion for one another by helping to restore rather than 

condemn one another after a sin. 

6. Be cautious in their dealings with the opposite sex 
    Few Christians plan to have an affair. Yet many wind up in an 

inappropriate physical or emotional relationship which threatens their 

marriages and even their souls. Share with them a common progression in 

the development of an affair: a man and a woman are acquainted through 

work, the gym, children’s activities, or even the church. They start talking 

and find that they enjoy one another’s company. Over time one or both of 

them begin to develop feelings for the other. They find that they look 

forward to the next time they see each other. Then they start 

communicating through email, social media, or the phone. At some point a 

barrier is crossed. There is a touch, then an admission of attraction, then a 

kiss. The slide into an affair continues, usually until they are caught, or  
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Central Baptist Association  
(217) 330-7593  

Email: office@cbadecatur.com 

650 N. Wyckles Rd. 

Decatur, IL  62522 

Website: www.cbadecatur.com 

March 
1st-8th-Annie Armstrong Easter Offering & Week of Prayer 

8th-Daylight Savings (set clocks forward 1 hour) 

13th-14th- (Fri. & Sat.) Association-wide Marriage Retreat 

led by Doug & Leslie Davis 

28th (8 AM-12 PM)-VBS Clinic at Chatham Baptist Church 

April   
4th-CBA Semi-Annual Meeting at Atwood 

5th-Palm Sunday 

12th-Easter Sunday 

15th-Tax Day 

16-18th-Central Disaster Relief Training at Emmanuel in 

Carlinville, IL 

22nd-Administrative Professionals Day 

24th-25th-Women’s Priority Conference at Crowne Plaza 

Hotel, Springfield 

 

Churches: 
 

Argenta 

Arthur 

Atwood 

Calvary 

Emmanuel 

Fellowship 

Findlay 

Forsyth 

Galilee 

Hammond 

Heyworth 

Lincoln 

Lovington 

Mt. Zion 

Shiloh 

Sullivan 

Summit Avenue 

Tabernacle 

Tri-Valley 
 

Mission Statement 
   Central Baptist  

Association exists to 

foster relationships 

among churches in order 

to assist them in fulfilling 

the Great Commission. 
 

  CBA Vision is to see 

churches collaborating 

together to build the 

Kingdom of God. 

 

RSVP TO USE THE BLOCK TRAILER 
    We’re taking reservations for using the Block Trailer.  

Call the CBA office at (217) 330-7593, or visit our website 

www.cbadecatur.com, to get a usage form to fill out and return 

with your date requested and the guidelines for using the trailer.    

   LOOK: We now have a blow-up movie screen and some 

additional games in the trailer. 
 

It’s on a first come basis, so get your dates in early. 

Available CBA Stimulus Funds for 2020 
 

    A motion from the Leadership Team of Central Baptist Association 2019 was accepted by 

the messengers of the 2019 70th Annual Meeting making the following money available for 

stimulus from the large sum in the Baptist Foundation Account that CBA acquired and set 

aside for use in missions. Churches must send completed applications requests to the CBA 

office for review by the Partnership Co-Coordinator and then approval by the Leadership 

Team.  Stimulus Request forms are available at www.cbadecatur.com-under Resources 
 

October 2019/2020 Proposed Stimulus Package 
$6,000 Evangelism Projects. Can be awarded up to $300 per event per church.   

$4,000 – Leadership Development and Equipping. Amounts will be awarded on a case-by-

case basis. Can be used to attend conferences, obtain summer interns, leadership training, 

etc. 

$2,000-Missions Scholarship/Participation. Up to $100 per single applicant for a CBA 

church mission trip. Can be requested once per budget year. 

Total: $12,000 Total 


