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    If you know me personally, or have been following me on social 
media, you probably know that my wife and I are expecting our first little 
one in October of 2022. Just writing that sentence makes me over-
whelmed. Whether right or wrong, I feel tremendous pressure as a 
future father. Not in a negative sense, but in the sense that in just a few 
short months I will have a brand-new life that I will be responsible for. 
While I am quite nervous about being a “girl dad”, as a Christian, the 
thing that concerns me the most is pouring into this baby girl spiritually.  
    With this background in mind, one of the things that Brittany and I 
have instituted in our life is a Family Worship Night. Now, I am by no 
means an expert at family worship, but we wanted to make sure that we 
began building the habit before our baby, Lydia Jill, got here so that it 
would be something we would miss if we stopped doing it. As a guy 
who is really into simplicity and habit formation, I decided to research 
and come up with a simple approach to Family Worship. Maybe this is 
something that you can build into your weekly or monthly rhythm or 
maybe it will be something that you can tweak to fit your family’s 
needs.  
Sing 
    The first thing we do is sing. This can be as simple as opening up the 
YouTube or Spotify app on our TV’s or phones and listening to a song 
or two that prepare our hearts to encounter God. If someone in your 
family is musically inclined, they may want to lead in the singing. This is 
awkward at first, but embrace it, give it your all and your family can be 
awkward together, it will strengthen your family bond! Also, you will 
discover different songs that touch your family members’ hearts. You 
may even find songs that you can rally behind as a family worship 
song.  
Read 
    After a song or two, we open our Bibles and read a portion of 
scripture. This is where things get incredibly practical. As a parent you 
should have your thumb on the spiritual pulse of the family. You should 
know what sort of material your family may need to cover. If you have 
young kids, stories in the Bible about God, or simple Gospel present-
ations may be the area of focus for your Family Worship night. For 
teenagers, you may want to focus more on developing your teens' 
identity in Christ. Brittany and I decided that we would study the book of 
wisdom, Proverbs, because the season of life we are preparing to step 
into will require as much wisdom as we can get our hands on.  

(Continued on page 2) 

VBS Dates 
2022 

 
 

Sparks Studio from LifeWay: 
Church  Dates  Times 
Argenta  Aug 1-5  6-8:30 PM 
Arthur  July 24-29 6-8:30 PM 
Emmanuel July 17-22 6-8:30 PM 
Forsyth  July 17-22 
FBC, Mt. Zion  June 20-24,  9-11:30 AM 
Tabernacle June 27-July 1 6-8:30 PM 
 
Using Other Curriculum: 
Galilee—Monumental July 18-22   6-8:30 PM 
Oreana—5-Day Club 

CBA’s 73rd Annual Meeting 
10:30 AM-Sat., October 15th, 2022 

FBC, Atwood 
Lunch provided by host church. 



    We read one chapter, then we stop 
to discuss what sticks out to us. I do 
very little preparation for this. I just 
want to know what topics touch my 
wife’s heart so that I can get an idea of 
what she’s thinking through our 
discussion. We just talk about the 
Bible, there is no three-point sermon or 
verse diagramming, we just talk about 
the Bible. If we have questions, we can 
consult a Study Bible, but the point is to have a good spiritual 
discussion. We let the conversation dictate how long we stay 
in the Bible. Consistency over intensity wins out for me.  
Pray 
    Following our Bible time, we pray together. We share 
requests that we have. It could be our extended family, 
church family, circumstances at work, goals we have for our 
family, anything that needs prayed over we do it together 
then. That's it. After prayer, we are free to do whatever we 
need to for the rest of the night! 
 One last thing 
    I know everyone is busy all the time and its easy to say 
things like, “We just don’t have time to do that.” I would 
contend that we don’t have time not to do this. God has 
trusted me with a wife and, soon, a child. My job as the head 
of the household is to nurture, protect, and prepare my family 
to love, serve, and one day stand before God and give an 
account for their lives.  
  

(Continued from page 1) 
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June 19th, 2022 



    The wives of our Pastors are usually in the background, but they all have gifts 
and talents they use for serving the Lord. They stand behind their man and 
encourage him and lift him before the Lord in prayer. So here’s a little bit about 
our Pastor’s wife, Leslie Davis.  
    Leslie Davis, MS Board-Certified Mental Health Coach. Leslie currently directs 
HeartCall Counseling at her church, Arthur Southern Baptist Church, where her 
husband, Doug, has been pastor for 16 years. She has counseled people to a 
fuller Christian walk since she obtained her master’s degree in August of 2008.  

Leslie is passionate about helping people move beyond the struggles of today by 
offering encouragement, emotional healing, and coaching through Christian 
counseling, writing, and speaking. You can find her encouraging lives and posts 
on FaceBook @HeartCallMinistries and on the web at HeartCallMinistries.org. 
    Doug and Leslie have always called Illinois home. They have been joyfully 
married 32 years and raised four daughters who still call her “Momma.” Doug and 
Leslie celebrate three sons-in-law and four sweet, dimpled granddaughters who 
call her “Nana.” Outside of faith, family and friends, Leslie loves Harleys and high 
heels, just not at the same time.  

 

Friday, June 24th 

6:30-8:00 PM 

Summit Ave. Baptist Church 
1715 N. Summit Ave., Decatur, IL 

Topics: Finding musicians; Choosing & 

Using Visual Media; Restructuring Worship

-to be more Contemporary, with Guest 

Mitch Fleming, Atwood  
 

RSVP-Chris Granda at (217) 521-2420  

Annual Church Profiles 
-Pastors and Clerks 

   The ACPs will be mailed out the first part of July 
and are due back by August 29th.  
   The reasons the churches need to do this every 
year are: 1. To be considered a cooperating IBSA 
church and to receive the benefits that come with 
that affiliation. 2. Helps IBSA and SB entities to 
evaluate our cooperative progress in reaching 
Illinois and the world for Christ. 3. For the IBSA 
and CBA to have current information for their 
communications. 
   Please read all the instructions carefully before 
filling out the forms. There is an instruction video 
on www.cbadecatur.com. 
   If you need any assistance in filling your ACPs 
out, please don’t hesitate to contact me. –Chris 

LINCOLN SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH IS SEEKING A PASTOR: Due to the unexpected death of their Pastor in 
November of 2021, Lincoln Southern Baptist Church, located in Lincoln, Illinois is seeking a bi-vocational pastor. They 
are a small congregation that meets Sunday mornings, Sunday evenings, and Wednesday evenings for Bible Studies. 
They’ve adopted a 1st century church model. They are involved in local and international missions. They are informal in 
setting and dress. They believe “Church is not something we do, but something we are. We work, eat, and pray 
together. We talk about life and support one another. We study and take notes together as we seek unity in the body of 
Christ as a true family of God.” 
                        Annual Salary: $22,000                                                Accepting resumes until July 1, 2022 
Please send your resume to Pastor Search, PO Box 544, Lincoln, IL 62656; or email to lsbcpastorsearchil@yahoo.com. 

http://www.heartcallcounseling.org/
http://www.arthursouthern.org/
https://www.facebook.com/HeartCallMinistries
https://heartcallministries.org/


June 2022 
4th-Camps Opening Day 

6th-EQUIP online courses available 

12th & 13th-SBC Pastors’ Conference in Anaheim, CA 

14th & 15th-SBC Annual Meeting in Anaheim, CA 

18th at 5 PM-Grillin’ & Chillin’ at Summit Ave. 

19th-FATHER’S DAY 

20th-24th, 9-11:30 AM-VBS at FBC, Mt. Zion 

24th, 6:30-8 PM-Music Leaders Round Table at Summit Ave. BC 

 

Central Baptist Association  
(217) 859-8222  
Email: office@cbadecatur.com 
650 N. Wyckles Rd. 
Decatur, IL  62522 
Website: www.cbadecatur.com 

Sign up for the Focus at www.cbadecatur.com 

Churches: 
Argenta 

Arthur 

Atwood 

Emmanuel 

Fellowship 

Findlay 

Forsyth 

Galilee 

Hammond 

Heyworth 

Lincoln 

Lovington 

Mt. Zion 

Oreana 

Shiloh 

Sullivan 

Summit Avenue 

Tabernacle 

Tri-Valley 
 

Mission Statement 
   Central Baptist  
Association exists to 
foster and facilitate 
cooperative relationships 
among member churches 
and to assist them in 
fulfilling the Great 
Commission. 
 

  CBA Vision is to see 
churches collaborating 
together to build the 
Kingdom of God. 

Summit Ave.-Grillin’ & Chillin’ Men & Boys Event 
on Saturday, June 18th at 5 PM. Menu: BBQ ribs, 
hotdogs, wings, sides, soft drinks. 
Devotion by Pastor Al Hodges, Shiloh MB.  
Men--bring your motorcycles, or vintage cars, if 
you have them. 

Does your church have news to 
share? Send it to Chris at  
office@cbadecatur.com 

 


