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I am convinced you cannot over-communicate. 
Marriage and families collapse because of poor 
communication.  
         -Dee Ann Turner, former Chick-fil-A Executive 

   The Easter 2021 reports from churches and pastors across the country have been 
very encouraging. Even my own experience Easter weekend is worth telling and 
celebrating. 
   Jeana and I had the opportunity to attend worship with my son Josh, his wife Kate, 
and their sons, Peyton, Parker, and Jack, at their church in Alabama, the First Baptist 
Church of Trussville.  As soon as we arrived, we could see that people were returning 
to church on Easter weekend. When entering their beautiful building, we heard the 
amazing sound of people talking with one another. We attended one of their four 
worship services, which was full of people worshiping God, leading to a great 
message by their pastor, Buddy Champion. It was exciting to hear that this was one 
of the highest attendance in their history, even with the challenges of COVID-19. 
   As meaningful worship and powerful preaching occur, we can be assured that lives 
are being changed by Jesus Christ our Lord. We, therefore, need to celebrate what 
God is doing in churches across the nation. 
The Open Door 
   When Paul and Barnabas gathered the church in Antioch in Acts 14, this is what 
occurred. Acts 14:27, “After they arrived and gathered the church together, they 
reported everything God had done with them and that he had opened the door of 
faith to the Gentiles.” 
    Did you notice what they did? 
 -They reported everything God had done with them. 
 -The door of faith was now opened to the Gentiles. 
This is the culture we need to have in our Southern Baptist family: Telling and 
celebrating what God is doing. 
   I love hearing and telling stories of God’s work for, of, and about Southern Baptists. 
When we tell and celebrate what Jesus is doing among us, it builds faith and belief 
that God is able to do anything, anywhere, at any time, with anyone. 
Faith Inspires Greater Faith 
    When God powerfully uses one of us and works through one of our churches in a 
special way, we need to hear about it, talk about it, and celebrate what God is doing. 
Faith inspires greater faith! 
    What God has done through our convention of churches over the last 176 years 
together is an amazing story. The Southern Baptist Convention was founded in May 
1845—seven months before Texas became the 8th state of the Union—when 293 
messengers, representing nine Baptist state conventions, gathered in Augusta, 
Georgia, and constituted the SBC for the purpose of spreading the Gospel across the 
United States and around the world. 
    Cooperative missions began immediately, built upon the power of partnership and 
cooperation between churches, state conventions, and the national convention. In 
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From the devotional:  
 Streams in the Desert 
   Volume one, Copyright 1925  
 

    We shall never forget a remark that 
George Mueller once made to a gentleman 
who had asked him the best way to have 
strong faith. 
   “The only way,” replied the patriarch of 
faith, “to learn strong faith is to endure great 
trials. I have learned my faith by standing firm 
amid severe testings.” This is very true. The 
time to trust is when all else fails. 
   “For Abraham, when hope was gone, he 
hoped on in faith. His faith never 
quailed.” (Rom. 4:18-19) 
   Dear one, you scarcely realize the value of 
your present opportunity: if you are passing 
through great afflictions you are in the very 
soul of the strongest faith, and if you will only 
let go, He will teach you in these hours the 
mightiest hold upon His throne which you can 
ever know. 
    “Be not afraid, only believe.” And if you are 
afraid, just look up and say, “What time I am 
afraid I will trust in thee.” and you will yet 
thank God for the school of sorrow which was 
to you the school of faith.—A.B. Simpson 
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our 176th year, my prayer is we will once again come 
together as one, prioritizing like never before all we 
do as a convention to reach the world for Jesus 
Christ. We must exhaust our lives and energy to see 
this occur. 
   Right now, God is doing amazing things through 
our Southern Baptist churches, missions, and 
ministries. Therefore, we need to be about telling and 
celebrating what God is doing. 
    With over 3,600 overseas missionaries and an 
additional 5,000+ missionaries across North America, 
we are touching the world. With an estimated 50,000 
SBC congregations across the United States, I 
guarantee there are many stories of what God is 
doing in and through our churches. Yes, we are 
touching America and the world together. 
Let’s Tell and Celebrate 
   Friends, when we commit to telling and celebrating 
what God is doing, the faith across our convention of 
churches will strengthen and grow. The brief account 
of what I experienced on Sunday in one of our 
churches can multiply by thousands of our 
congregations. God is at work! Tell somebody! We 
want to celebrate what God is doing. 
    Why is this important? Faith inspires greater faith! 
God is writing a new story through us in this moment 
in history. 
   Tell and celebrate what God is doing. 

(Continued from page 1) 

IS VBS WORTH IT? 
Uncovering how one week can 
transform your church. 
    Adults who’ve attend VBS have 
overwhelmingly positive memories of the 

experience. Sixty-nine percent of American parents will encourage 
their child to participate in a VBS event at a church they don’t attend if 
invited by one of their friends.    
     If you total it up VBS results in 15 hours of intense discipleship, the 
gospel being shared daily, and 7 months of ministry in 1 week.  
    IT’S WORTH IT! 
    

   Our CBA Churches VBS Dates for 2021 
 Arthur June 6-10    6-8:30 PM 
 Forsyth July 5-9   
 Mt. Zion June 21-25 9 AM-Noon 
 Tabernacle June 21-25 6-8:30 PM 
 
 

 

    Call the CBA office at (217) 330-7593, or visit our website 
www.cbadecatur.com, to get a usage form to fill out and return 
with your date requested and the guidelines for using the trailer.    
   LOOK: We now have a blow-up movie screen and some 
additional games in the trailer. 
 

It’s on a first come basis, so get your dates in early. 
 

CBA Churches that are in the top 
100 Illinois churches per capita 
Cooperative Program giving through 
the first quarter of 2021: 

 
 FBC, Lovington    15th 
 FBC, Mt. Zion       18th 
 Tabernacle 36th 

    We’re taking reservations  

for using the  
Block Trailer.  



    We’re going to do a piece each month on one of our CBA Pulpit 
Suppliers so you can get to know them better. This month we’re focusing 
on Dale Granda. 
    Brother Dale Granda has been part of the Association churches for 32 years 
now and is the husband of CBA Ministry Assistant Chris Granda. He teasingly 
tells people when they ask who he is that he’s Chris’ husband. 
    Dale was raised in South St. Louis, Missouri, and is one of nine children. He 
attended school in St. Louis and has held several sales jobs since he was 9 
years old and he’s still working. 
    He moved to Arnold, MO, and started attending his brother’s church in Festus, 
MO, where he was saved at the age of 38. He also met his wife Chris at FBC, 
Festus. After they wed they moved to Decatur, IL, the following March so he 
could work for Marquis Beverage which he did for 30 years. 
    Dale attends Summit Ave. Baptist Church and has most of the 32 years he’s 
lived in Illinois. He’s been interim for Trinity, Lincoln, and is now filling in for 
Summit Ave. as they search for a pastor.  
   Dale & Chris have 7 children between them and 14 grandchildren. 
His hobbies include bird watching, Cardinal baseball, and studying God’s Word. 
 

Streator Camps  $165   1259 N 1659th Rd., Streator, IL 61364  

 Grades 3-12 June 7-11      June 14-18    July 12-16 
 

Lake Sallateeska Camps $165 4867 Baptist Camp Rd., Pinckneyville, Illinois 62274  

 Grades 3-6 June 20-24 June 28-July 2 

All IL Baptist churches are invited to bring your kids/students. This is a great week of 
seeking God at camp, includes 4 nights, 11 meals, Bible study, missions lessons, 
swimming, archery, boating, fishing, cooking class, hiking, water games, cardboard boat 
races, camp fire time, mini golf, basketball and many other fun activities.  
Each church is required to bring 1 adult for every 5 kids/students. A male for the boy’s 
cabins, and female for the girl’s cabins. 
 

Hannibal-LaGrange $235  

Super Summer  June 19-23 

Super Summer is a training and learning experience for students who are seeking fresh 
ways to develop their fullest potential as Christians. Super Summer is not an ordinary 
summer youth camp. 
The goal is to encourage and equip students to live an active life as a Christ-follower at 
home, school, their community, their country, and the world. While each student will bear 
much of this responsibility, we understand they need effective leadership and accountability 
from mentors in their family, friendship circles, and their church. To this end, Super Summer 
also serves to equip adults to serve in this capacity.  
This year’s theme is, COMEBACK | Despite all these things, overwhelming victory is ours 

through Christ, who loved us. -Romans 8:37 (NLT)  

 JUNE 18TH-19TH 
    Father son retreat is a great opportunity for dads 
and their kids to get away and enjoy the camp. 
During this event fathers will get the opportunity of 
worshiping with their sons during our worship 
services, they will do activities with their kids such 
as archery and fishing, and they will get to work 
through a provided Bible study with their kids. This 
is always a very fun and fulfilling weekend for dads 
and sons. Provided in the cost is: meals, one night 
stay, and a t-shirt for each participant. Fathers will 
also be given a devotional to take home with them. 
Registration is $40 per participant at Streator; $44 
per participant at Lake Sallateeska.  
   Includes: meals, lodging, activities, materials, 
journal, and a T-shirt. Bring bedding (or sleeping 
bag), pillow, and towel for bunkhouse lodging. No 
age requirements, but boys programming is geared 
to K-8 grades. Men may bring more than one boy. 

Register at: https://www.ibsa.org/riseup 
For more information please contact  

JacobKimbrough@IBSA.org or (815) 992-5947 



June 
7th-11th-Bounce Kids Camp at Streator (grades 3rd-12th) 
11th at 11:30 AM-Leadership Team Mtg. at Emmanuel (bring your lunch) 
12th-16th-Southern Baptist Convention in Nashville, TN 
14th-18th-Bounce Kids Camp at Streator (grades 3rd-12th) 
18th-19th– Rise Up Men & Boys Retreat at Streator  
19th-23rd-Super Summer: Comeback at Hannibal-LaGrange University 
20th-Father’s Day 

 

Churches: 
Argenta 

Arthur 

Atwood 

Calvary 

Emmanuel 

Fellowship 

Findlay 

Forsyth 

Galilee 

Hammond 

Heyworth 

Lincoln 

Lovington 

Mt. Zion 

Oreana 

Shiloh 

Sullivan 

Summit Avenue 

Tabernacle 

Tri-Valley 
 

Mission Statement 
   Central Baptist  
Association exists to 
foster relationships 
among churches in 
order to assist them in 
fulfilling the Great 
Commission. 
 

  CBA Vision is to see 
churches collaborating 
together to build the 
Kingdom of God. 

Central Baptist Association  
(217) 330-7593  
Email: office@cbadecatur.com 

650 N. Wyckles Rd. 
Decatur, IL  62522 
Website: www.cbadecatur.com 

 

March 7th-14th-Annie  
Armstrong  Offering and 

Week of Prayer 

The Southern Baptist Convention will convene in Tennessee at the 
Nashville Music City Center-June 15-16, 2021. 
Go to: https://sbcannualmeeting.net to register and for more information. 

 Annual Church Profiles-
Pastors and Clerks 

   The ACPs will be mailed out the first week of July 
and are due back by August 30th.  
   The reasons the churches need to do this every 
year are: 1. To be considered a cooperating IBSA 
church and to receive the benefits that come with that 
affiliation. 2. Helps IBSA and SB entities to evaluate 
our cooperative progress in reaching Illinois and the 
world for Christ. 3. For the IBSA and CBA to have 
current information for their communications. 
   Please read all the instructions carefully before 
filling out the forms. There is an instruction video on 
www.cbadecatur.com. 

Attention Clerks & Pastors: 
ACP Training Session  

& Salad Luncheon 
 

Saturday, July 31st, 2021 
10:30 AM-12:30 PM 

Summit Ave. Baptist Church 
1715 N. Summit Ave., Decatur, IL 62526 

 

RSVP: by July 26th to Chris at (217) 521-2420-leave a  
message or text with your name, phone number,  

church name, and whether you are attending. 

“He never forgets...unless it’s something I asked him to do.” 

Sign up for the Focus at the website 


