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     Gov. J.B. Pritzker said gatherings of 10 people or fewer are 

still recommended for churches. But as the state moves into 

phase 3 of the reopening plan, congregations have 

recommended guidelines to follow, rather than restrictions. 

    Speaking one day after multiple media outlets reported looser 

guidelines for Illinois churches, Pritzker encouraged faith leaders 

to follow new guidelines designed to keep parishioners safe and 

healthy.    At his daily press briefing May 29, Pritzker was asked if 

he “caved” by relaxing restrictions on religious gatherings. 

    “From the very beginning, I have said the most important 

thing that houses of worship can do and faith leaders can do is 

to keep their parishioners safe,” Pritzker said, “and that’s why 

we put out guidelines even in phase 3, recommending to people 

that they have services that are either online, or drive-up 

services, or in groups of 10 or less, because that’s the safety 

guidelines that have been recommended by the experts. 

    “And all along I have followed that science, those 

recommendations, and I would recommend that every faith 

leader do that.” 

    During his press briefing May 28, Pritzker had announced the 

new guidelines for churches, framing them as guidance, rather 

than mandatory restrictions.  “Where the 10-person limit 

cannot be followed in places of worship,” the guidelines 

recommend churches “set a capacity limit for the place of 

worship that allows for extensive social distancing (six feet or 

more) between congregants. Consider limiting attendance to 

25% of building capacity or a maximum of 100 attendees, 

whichever is lower.” 

    Throughout the afternoon and evening May 28, several media 

outlets reported the restrictions on churches had been lifted, 

quoting Capitol News Service. Later, the Chicago 

Tribune reported on the state’s response to an appeal to the 

U.S. Supreme Court from two churches seeking emergency relief 

from Pritzker’s order. “In its Supreme Court temperature and  
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panelists from across the state shared their 

reopening plans, it was clear that geography plays a 

key role in the process. In hard-hit Chicago, for 

example, Pastor Ron Gray and Connection 

Community Church don’t yet have a definite 

reopening date. “We want to err on the side of 

extreme caution,” said Gray. “I want to get back 

more than anyone else, but I’m more concerned 

about our safety.” 

     In other parts of the state with vastly fewer cases 

of COVID-19, though, churches are already meeting 

in-person or preparing to do so in the next few 

weeks. Pastor Dennis Seidel’s church is meeting in-

person, and taking temperatures as people enter. 

The food pantry at Northside Missionary Baptist 

Church in Grayville offers curbside service, as does 

the church’s monthly community meal. 

Nate Adams, executive director of IBSA, noted that 

the loosening of limits on gatherings creates 

breathing space for churches to create responsible 

plans for reopening. The complexities of those plans 

were evident as panelists shared how they’re 

preparing for services. 

     IBSA is hosting weekly webinars to help churches 

navigate issues related to COVID-19. Past webinars, 

along with dozens of resources on reopening, virtual 

ministry, shepherding from a distance, and the 

financial implications of the pandemic, are available 

at IBSA.org/church-helps. 
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filing,”the Tribune reported, “the state argues that 

the churches’ request is moot because Pritzker ‘has 

announced that after that date religious gatherings 

will no longer be subject to mandatory restrictions.’” 

    Pritzker was asked May 29 if the new guidelines 

were in response to the lawsuit. He noted industry-

by-industry guidelines the administration has put 

forth in phase 3, as well as guidance for outdoor 

activities. The guidance for houses of worship, he 

said, “wouldn’t be as comprehensive as it was if it 

was just something that was done on the fly.” 

     Pritzker’s statements May 28 and 29 were 

welcomed by some as freedom to worship, with 

many churches planning to open soon. A survey of 

IBSA pastors conducted in May showed 55% plan to 

reopen in June or July.  

    Other guidance for churches holding in-person 

services includes multiple small services instead of 

one large gathering, and considering details like how 

attenders will enter and exit the building. The 

guidance also encourages churches to avoid what it 

calls the “riskiest activities,” including singing, food 

and beverages, and person-to-person contact, like 

handshakes or hugs. Face coverings, screenings, pre-

packaged communion servings are among the many 

precautions encouraged in the guidelines. 

     The Illinois Baptist State Association held the 

second of two May town hall meetings shortly after 

the new guidelines were announced. As five pastor  

      

    The apparent shift on Illinois church gatherings came almost a week after U.S. President Donald Trump 

declared churches are essential and urged them to reopen for worship immediately. Additionally, multiple 

churches launched legal challenges to the previous stay-at-home order, including the two Chicago churches 

that appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court. 

Meet our two new summer interns: Austyn Lucas and 

Maddie Scott. They’re our first summer interns for the 

South Macon Ministry Center.  

   Austyn is from Divernon, IL and attends 

Western Oaks Baptist Church. She’s 

majoring in Social Work at Southwest 

Baptist University. She has two older 

brothers and a younger sister. 

   Austyn says she’s hoping to gain 

knowledge and experience while working 

alongside the CBA churches in ministry. 

    Maddie Scott is from Mt. Vernon, IL and attends the 

FBC, Woodlawn. She’s working towards getting her Real 

Estate license in the Fall. She also has 

two brothers and a sister, and is the 

eldest sister.  

    Maddie hopes that this summer will 

provide her with new mission 

opportunities. Her original plan was to 

do ministry in Africa. 

   So if you see them out and around, 

welcome them to the area. 
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   I, Chris Granda, Ministry Assistant, contacted some 

of our CBA churches on Monday, June 1st, to ask how 

having church again is going for their congregation.  

   Some of our churches have been having church in 

person for three weeks and some will be having their 

first services back in their buildings on June 7th.  

   I asked them several questions. The first question 

was: “Were the services attended better than you 

expected?” 

   Atwood, Hammond/Lovington, Summit Ave., 

Tabernacle and Tri-Valley said they had about 50-75% 

of their usual attendees. Some even had visitors. All of 

them said that things went smoothly and everyone 

cooperated with the restrictions that were in place, 

such as distancing of 6’ and face coverings, and 

leaving and entering without bottle-necking. 

    Pastor Joey Krol says, “We've been doing Drive-In 

Church for a month now. We've been using an FM 

Transmitter, where people tune into a station in their 

car and can hear the message. We are planning on 

continuing that for the next couple of weeks. It's great 

to see people excited to see each other and happy to 

gather....even in a parking lot. We have had lots of 

new visitors during the Drive in Services. Lots of 

ministry taking place.”  

   When I asked “What changes do you think you need 

to make for the coming weeks?”  A few were 

concerned about how to handle their children’s 

ministries since kids don’t understand about social 

distancing very well.  

Summit Avenue had to do without a pianist, and had 

some technical difficulties, but overall it went well.       

    Pastor Davis made a good point saying that he had 

contacted his community leadership to let them know 

ahead of time what they were planning on doing at 

Arthur So. He said that the response was all positive. 

He also contacted their insurance company to make 

 

sure they didn’t have any policy issues that needed 

to be addressed before resuming services in the 

building. 

    Pastor Davis also said that they will gradually 

reintroduce things back in as they go and the 

leadership is being proactive rather than just 

reactive. 

    Several of our churches will be adding Sunday 

Evening and Mid-week services back to their 

schedule. Some have been having youth services on 

a separate night.  

   The question, “Did anything happen that really 

encouraged you during your first service?” had some 

similar answers. Pastor Lanny Faulkner, FBC, 

Atwood, Pastor Doug Davis, Arthur, and Pastor Ron 

Woodrum, Tri-Valley all said that they were 

encouraged that everyone was so happy to be back 

together again and be able to worship together. 

Pastor Davis said that churches that aren’t open yet 

in Arthur have people that have been visiting their 

church and although they are only attending Arthur 

So. temporarily, they can encourage their own 

church’s congregation and staff when they do open. 

Some have seen visitors come due to the live-stream 

services that have been offered during the crisis.  

    My last question was “How has COVID19 changed 

the way you’ll be doing ministry?”  This question had 

the most responses. Pastor Carlton Binkley, 

Tabernacle, said that they will continue the live-

streaming on Youtube and Facebook. The other 

pastors who’ve been live-streaming said they will 

also continue to use these resources to reach people 

who may never come to a church building.   

    Many of the pastors I spoke to were amazed at 

how many people were being reached by the online 

services. People far and wide have been tuning in to 

Bible Studies, Children’s Sermons, Prayer times, and 

Worship services. 

   Many of the pastors have been working from 

home and will continue to do so until the crisis is 

passed.       

   Back to Normal? Not yet. But getting there.                                                                                  

    Many of the pastors I spoke to were amazed at 

how many people were being reached by the 

online services. People far and wide have been 

tuning in to Bible Studies, Children’s Sermons, 

Prayer times, and Worship services. 
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Tuesdays and Thursdays at 11 AM-IBSA Church Helps Webinars-

register at IBSA.org/church-helps 
 

CBA Website has a new section under Resource  “Church Helps” 

“COVID 19” with several links, such as: “24 Questions Your Church 

Must Answer Before Welcoming People Back,” “Grief Helps,” 

“Survey on Coming Back to Church,” “  

Tuesdays at 2 PM-CBA Pastor’s gathering on Zoom. Links are sent 

out weekly. 

 

Churches: 
 

Argenta 

Arthur 

Atwood 

Calvary 

Emmanuel 

Fellowship 

Findlay 

Forsyth 

Galilee 

Hammond 

Heyworth 

Lincoln 

Lovington 

Mt. Zion 

Shiloh 

Sullivan 

Summit Avenue 

Tabernacle 

Tri-Valley 
 

Mission Statement 

   Central Baptist  

Association exists to 

foster relationships 

among churches in 

order to assist them in 

fulfilling the Great 

Commission. 
 

  CBA Vision is to see 

churches collaborating 

together to build the 

Kingdom of God. 

 

ALLIANCE DEFENDING FREEDOM 
 

      CHURCH ALLIANCE 
 

OUR CULTURE IS CHANGING 
Churches face legal issues all the time, so they need 

to be prepared. And when an issue arises, churches 

need trusted counsel. 

IBSA churches will receive a discounted one-year 

membership for $125. (IBSA will pay 

the other half for each church.) 

Members receive legal review of 

their documents, online and phone 

access to attorneys, and 

representation in religious freedom 

cases.  www.adfchurchalliance.org 

 

Our Sympathy 
    Ila Grigg passed away April 12, 2020 at the age of 94. 

Grigg served alongside her pastor husband, Archie, who 

spent the last 35 years of his ministry at Calvary Baptist 

church in Decatur. He preceded her in death after 59 

years of marriage. Ila Grigg is survived by her four 

children and many grandchildren. Our sympathy to her 

family and friends in the death of Sister Ila. 

Illinois | Illinois Baptist Disaster Relief will provide disinfectant 

cleaning solution to churches and other facilities preparing to 

reopen as the state loosens COVID-19 restrictions. Churches, 

church school, day cares, senior living facilities, nursing homes, and families can 

pick up the cleaning product at one of 16 locations across the state. 

The bleach solution will be available in most parts of the state by June 1. It is pre-

mixed with water and ready to use. Southern Baptist Church, Sullivan is one of 

the locations. You will need to bring a container with a lid to take it back with 

you. Call Pastor Don Lusk at (217) 232-8880 to make arrangements or for more 

information. 

Disaster Relief leader Sharon Carty said the team will also have other products 

available for churches and families. “I’m very excited that we will be able to assist 

our churches in a new and different way through Illinois Baptist Disaster Relief,” 

said Carty, a member of Emmanuel Baptist Church in Carlinville. 
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