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By Pastor Carlton Binkley, Tabernacle  

    Just like many others, what I had read on the internet about the 2021 
SBC Annual Meeting held in Nashville, TN on June 15-16 had me 
primed to walk into a contentious meeting. Social media billed this year’s 
Annual Meeting to have all the makings of a good old-fashioned church 
fight.  
    Thankfully, that was not my experience at all! I experienced a sweet 
spirit of fellowship, family, Gospel-centered and saturated programs, 
corporate prayer and worship, and harmony even in times of 
disagreement. We prayed together, worshipped together, commissioned 
64 foreign missionaries together, and simply loved one another.  
    Leading up to the Annual Meeting, many people had been very afraid 
of a drift to the left within the SBC. We are not immune to a leftward drift 
that has ensnared so many, once conservative denominations. I believe 
that this convention proved that we are primed to be stalwart in our 
Biblical convictions for the foreseeable future.  
    Let me give you a few reasons to be hopeful for the future of the SBC: 
As a convention, we passed resolution 2 which addressed the 
illegitimacy of critical race theory as a means of scripture interpretation. 
However, it went above and beyond addressing CRT/I to also include 
any social construct or worldview that is antithetical to scripture. 
    The messengers of the convention voted to have the newly elected 
president create a task-force to be involved in an investigation of the 
mishandling of sexual abuse allegations by the Executive Committee.  
    We unanimously voted down a motion by the Executive Committee 
that would allow them to escrow Cooperative Program dollars going to 
our SBC entities. The Messengers were clear and sent a strong 
message by this unanimous negative vote that the SBC is a ‘bottom up’ 
organization and not a “top-down” entity.  
    The Resolutions committee rejected a resolution submitted to allow 
both genders to be ordained. The declining of this resolution to be voted 
on is a strong signal that our convention is robustly complementation, 
both in conviction and practice. 
    We elected a conservative president. 
    These are just a few reasons to have hope that the SBC is not sinking 
a sinking ship. Many who know me personally, know that I would be the 
first to pick up a sword and fight to save our convention if I sensed it was 
being attacked by liberalism. For today, my sword will stay in my 
scabbard and I’ll rejoice at what God is doing through the vast army of 
Southern Baptists all over the world for the cause of His name.  

Sign up for the Focus at 

ww.cbadecatur.com 

Tuesday, August 17th, 2021 
10 AM-Noon 

Lunch following—Cost: $6 
 

Oreana Baptist Church 
107 W. Bower St., Oreana 

 

Evangelists:  Keith Schmutzler 
Various guest musicians 

 

Please pray for the power and leading of the Holy 
Spirit as we meet for revival, encouragement and 

good “old” Christian fellowship. 
    

Please sign up at your church and have someone 
contact the CBA at cbaoffice@comcast.net or  
(217) 521-2420, no later than Monday, August 9th. 

Psalm 139:23-24— “Search me, O God, and know 

my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts. 

Point out anything in me that offends you, and lead 

me along the path of everlasting life.” 



   Please be in prayer for : 
    Our CBA Churches July VBS  
  Forsyth July 5-9 
  Galilee July 19-23 

    Call the CBA office at (217) 330-7593, or visit our website 
www.cbadecatur.com, to get a usage form to fill out and return 
with your date requested and the guidelines for using the 
trailer.    
   LOOK: We now have a new blow-up movie screen, and 
badminton and volleyball games in the trailer. 
 

It’s on a first come basis,  
so get your dates in early. 

    We are now taking  
reservations for using 

the Block Trailer.  

Streator Camps  $165    
1259 N 1659th Rd., Streator, IL 61364  

Grades 3-12   July 12-16 
 

Lake Sallateeska Camps $165  
4867 Baptist Camp Rd., Pinckneyville, Illinois 62274  

Student Camp  July 19-23, 2021 

All IL Baptist churches are invited to bring your kids/students. 
This is a great week of seeking God at camp, includes 4 nights, 
11 meals, Bible study, missions lessons, swimming, archery, 
boating, fishing, cooking class, hiking, water games, cardboard 
boat races, camp fire time, mini golf, basketball and many other 
fun activities.  
Each church is required to bring 1 adult for every 5 kids/
students. A male for the boy’s cabins, and female for the girl’s 
cabins. 
 

To register before July 16th-IBSA.org/students or 
JackLucas@IBSA.org 

    The following amounts are available : 

$6,000 Evangelism Projects. Can be awarded up to $300 per 

event per church.   

$4,000 – Leadership Development and Equipping. Amounts 

will be awarded on a case-by-case basis. Can be used to attend 

conferences, obtain summer interns, leadership training, etc. 

$2,000-Missions Scholarship/Participation. Up to $100 per 

single applicant for a CBA church mission trip. Can be requested 

once per budget year. 

Total: $12,000 Total 

    

 Churches must send completed application requests to the CBA 

office for review by the AMS and approved by the Leadership Team. 

(applications are available on the www.cbadecatur.com website)      

 Criteria for determining how the money is dispersed: 

    The church/individual that applies for any monies must be an 

affiliated member or church of the CBA. The application request 

must tell how money will be used in accordance with its category. 

    The church must be willing and able to report how that money 

was used to the Leadership Team and CBA messengers at a Semi-

Annual Meeting. Applications will be reviewed and approved by the 

Leadership Team. 

Disaster Relief  
Training 

July 16-17 at Carlinville, IL 
 

Disaster Relief Training Weekend consists of an ex-
ecutive leadership team meeting Friday at 5 PM and 
training Saturday from 8:30 am-3:30 pm. Training in-
cludes chainsaw, mud out, shower and laundry, child-
care, food prep and distribution, assessment, incident 
command, and chaplaincy. Registration deadline July 
2nd- www.IBSA.org/dr.  ButchPorter@IBSA.org 



    We’re continuing our piece each month on one of our CBA Pulpit Suppliers 
so you can get to know them better. This month we’re focusing on Charles 
“Chuck” Courtnay. 
    Brother  Chuck Courtnay, a recent transplant to Decatur, is originally from Michigan, but 
has lived the previous 40 years in South Carolina. He and his wife Jane moved to South 
Carolina so he could attend Columbia Bible College (now Columbia International 
University). He stayed one and a half years before their first child was born and never quite 
got back to Bible college—although he had already done 2 years at Grand Rapids School 
of Bible and Music (Michigan) and one year at Glen Cove Bible College (Maine).    
   Professionally, Chuck worked retail for nearly 20 years, selling everything from cameras 
to cars. Later he became a phlebotomist for ten years working in two hospitals. He 
medically retired in 2003.  Chuck and Jane have four children and one grandchild.  
   They enjoy taking road trips and since their kids live in four different states, there are lots 
of excuses for travel. Chuck also likes, music, photography, reading, John Wayne movies, 
and sports—especially the University of Michigan. 
     Chuck is a deacon and Sunday School teacher at Emmanuel. Previously he had been a 
choir director, VBS director, and youth leader. He has occasionally filled the pulpit and is 
licensed to preach. He usually does Bible Study or exegetical style preaching. 

     Chuck can be reached at  (217) 462-7264, please leave a message or text. 

IBSA Online Tech Conference 
Thursday, July 15th-Web page grand opening 

   Get church technology training you won’t find anywhere else. The 

impact will be seen immediately as you learn how to use technology 

for outreach to the lost and to unite believers. Help your staff create 

an attitude of worship form the bulletin to the preaching. Short 

tutorials that will be added to consistently.   

BenJones@IBSA.org  or call (217) 391-3123 

 

 

Regional Worship Training 
6-9 PM—Thursday, August 19th--IBSA Bldg. Spgfld. 

   Worship leaders for churches of any size paid or volunteers, 

vocalists, musicians, and worship technology volunteers will be 

encouraged in how they lead congregations to glorify God and 

equipped through practical breakout sessions.  There are five 

breakout sessions the first hour, dinner and roundtable discussion 

the 2nd hour, and Q&A breakouts the last hour. 

BenJones@IBSA.org  or call (217) 391-3123 

CBA Worship Leaders Roundtable 

From Pastors to Volunteers 

Saturday, July 24th  10-11:30 AM 
At Summit Ave. Baptist Church 

1715 N. Summit Ave., Decatur, IL 
 

Discussions on: Biblical Worship & How We Worship. 

Challenges for smaller churches, and sharing of resources. 

 

Small church music leaders: Are you struggling trying to 

find appropriate worship songs on videos with words and 

music? Trying to find sound techs and training them? Find-

ing a substitute pianist or musician? We want to hear your 

concerns and the ways you are addressing them.  

 

 

 

 



July 
10th at 8 AM-North CBA Pastor’s Breakfast-Location to be determined 
15th-IBSA Online Tech Conference 
16-17th-Disaster Relief at Carlinville 
24th-Aug. 1st-Illinois Changers at Peoria for grades 6-12, $175 
24th (10-11:30 AM) Pastors & Music Ministers Roundtable at Summit Ave. 
31st (10:30-12:30)-ACP Training & Salad Luncheon at Summit Ave. 
 

August 

14th at 8 AM-Central CBA Pastor’s Breakfast-Location to be determined 
17th at 10 AM-Sr. Adult Revival at Oreana $6 per person 
19th-Regional Worship Training at IBSA Bldg., Spgfld 
24th-Training Night for Church Leaders in Collinsville 

 

Churches: 
Argenta 

Arthur 

Atwood 

Calvary 

Emmanuel 

Fellowship 

Findlay 

Forsyth 

Galilee 

Hammond 

Heyworth 

Lincoln 

Lovington 

Mt. Zion 

Oreana 

Shiloh 

Sullivan 

Summit Avenue 

Tabernacle 

Tri-Valley 
 

Mission Statement 
   Central Baptist  
Association exists to 
foster relationships 
among churches in 
order to assist them in 
fulfilling the Great 
Commission. 
 

  CBA Vision is to see 
churches collaborating 
together to build the 
Kingdom of God. 

Central Baptist Association  
(217) 330-7593  
Email: office@cbadecatur.com 

650 N. Wyckles Rd. 
Decatur, IL  62522 
Website: www.cbadecatur.com 

 

 

Don’t Forget Clerks & Pastors: 
ACP Training Session  

& Salad Luncheon 
 

Saturday, July 31st, 2021 
10:30 AM-12:30 PM 

Summit Ave. Baptist Church 
1715 N. Summit Ave., Decatur, IL 62526 

 

RSVP: by July 26th to Chris at (217) 521-2420-leave a  
message or text with your name, phone number,  

church name, and whether you are attending. 

Sign up for the Focus at the website 

Illinois Baptists On Mission 
Multiply Your Impact 

Join IBSA’s statewide missions initiative  

this summer. 

Choose any date in July or August 

Option 1: Host a mission project. IBSA and other churches 

will partner with you  to do outreach in your community. 

Option 2: register your project as a DIY event. 

Receive promotional materials and a leader kit from IBSA.  

Contact IBSA for pricing.  

For more info and to register, contact 

BradLovin@IBSA.org or (217) 391-3101 

Put on your calendars:  

CBA 72nd Annual Meeting 
9:30-Noon on October 23rd, 2021 

Arthur So. Baptist Church 

Pastor’s  

Breakfasts 

For North CBA  

Pastors 

8 AM-Sat., July 10th 
  

For   Central CBA  

Pastors 

8 AM-Sat., Aug. 14th 
 

Locations to be  

decided. 

Email Lanny at 

lanny@cbadecatur.com to 

say you’re coming. 


