
 

    Watch for some changes coming this year. It’s been several 

years since the Focus has had any major changes to its format. 

So we’re starting off the new decade with a new look and 

emphasis. 

    As pastors and members of our churches, we want this 

newsletter to reflect what you want to see in it. We’re going to 

include some personal interest stories about our churches and 

our pastors. We’d like to include some short messages from our 

pastors on current subjects. But to do any of this, we need input 

from you.   

   To make your wishes known. Contact Chris to let her know what 

you’d like to see in the newsletter. Give her a call, leave her a 

voicemail or email, as she’s only in the office two days a week. 

You can email her at office@cbadecatur.com, or call and leave a 

voicemail at (217) 330-7593 with your name and number and 

she’ll call you back to get your input. 
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Building God’s Kingdom -Together    

Eph. 2:19-22 

January 2020 

Jeremiah 

January 5th-Emmanuel Baptist for Jeremiah 

1:1-19, Keith Schmutzler, Emmanuel; Jeremiah 

26:1-25, (7:1-34), Pastor Scott Andrews, 

Emmanuel 

January 12th-Arthur Baptist for Jeremiah 29:1-

34 & 40, Pastor Lanny Faulkner, Atwood; 

Jeremiah 34:1-22, Pastor Doug Davis, Arthur So. 

January 19th–Tabernacle Baptist for Jeremiah 

35:1-19, Pastor Carlton Binkley, Tabernacle; 

Jeremiah 36:1-32, Dale Granda, Summit Ave. 

January 26th-Forsyth Baptist for Jeremiah 37:1-

39 & 18, Interim Pastor Jim Thatcher, Forsyth;  

Jeremiah 42:1-44 & 30, Pastor Ron Woodrum, 

Tri-Valley. 

4 Sundays/ 6-7 PM 

4 CBA Churches 

8 Preachers 

2 Sessions 



    From the church parking lot, the thump, 

thump, thump of a bass line played over 

stereo speakers gets louder as you enter the 

church. Inside the darkened auditorium, 

children and teens swing their arms and 

stomp their feet—matching the motions of a 

worship leader onstage. 

   This is Ignite, FBC Atwood’s year-old 

ministry for kids and students. On this 

Wednesday night, Pastor Lanny Faulkner will 

baptize 17 young people who came to Christ 

through Ignite or another of the church’s 

ministries for kids and teens. (The church 

baptized 15 people total last year.) 

   Every Wednesday at the beginning of Ignite, 

attenders read or recite a 30-second gospel 

summary. Ignite leaders say they’ve heard 

kids sharing the gospel summary at school. 

And Faulkner recently baptized an entire 

family that came to Christ after the children 

heard the gospel every week. The parents, 

sitting at the back of the auditorium, heard it 

too, and responded in faith. 

   For 25 years, FBC Atwood, hosted a 

successful Wednesday night children’s 

ministry that depended on many teachers. 

When the number of available teachers 

dwindled, the church had to get a new vision 

for the ministry. They tweaked the structure 

so that fewer teachers are required. The 

church saw and average of 120 young people 

every Wednesday during Ignite’s first year. 

The church bus picks up a dozen or more 

children from neighboring communities. The 

deputy sheriff and his wife, who recently 

passed away, are responsible for hundreds of 

kids coming to know Christ.  

   “The gospel is the power of God unto 

salvation,” Faulkner says. “It’s not preaching 

ability, teaching ability, or how exciting the 

music is. The thing that brings people under 

conviction, the things that bring them to 

repentance and faith, is the gospel.” 
 

Excerpt from IBSA Illinois Baptist newspaper Sept 2019 

issue  

    Here we are once again looking to start a new year. As I was 

thinking about the year to come, I kept coming back to the 

number of the year itself: 2020. This gave me an idea that I think 

God laid on my heart. I want to challenge you and your church to 

take the 2020 challenge. You can take this challenge in a number 

of ways: 

 

Prayer 

Increase your prayer time daily to 20 minutes or by 20 minutes 

Pray with 20 people outside your church this year 

Giving 

Increase your giving to your church 20% 

Increase your weekly giving by 20% 

Increase your weekly offering by $20/week 

Sunday School 

Increase your Sunday School attendance by 20% 

Evangelism 

Share the gospel with 20 people this year 

Share the gospel with 20 more people this year 

Leave 20 tracts this year at 20 different locations 

Invite 20 people to church this year 

Attendance 

Attend church 20% more than last year (if possible). We have 

many faithful people who don’t miss a service. 

Bible Reading & Memorization 

Read at least 20 books of the Bible this year 

Read your Bible at least 20 minutes a day or increase it by 20 

minutes/day 

Memorize 20 Bible verses over the course of the year 

 

    Not every person will be able to take on all of these challenges. I 

certainly do not expect you to do all of these things, but doing just 

one or two would be something that would be beneficial to all. 

Whatever it is that you choose to do, just know that even if you 

fall short of your goal, it is always a wise idea to have goals. God 

will honor our faithfulness to Him. As Christians, we are called to 

be disciplined and to “press toward the goal for the prize of the 

upward call of God in Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 3:14). Let’s make 

2020 a year where we all grow closer to Jesus Christ and that 

when we enter into 2021, our churches and our personal lives will 

look a lot more like Jesus Christ than they do today. 

 

 

A new ministry reignited FBC, 

Atwood church’s passion 

Article by Keith Schmutzler 



    Of the 33 Illinois Associations, Central 

gave more to the Cooperative Program 

the third quarter of 2019 than any  other 

Association its size-18 churches. It also 

out-gave the 138 Chicago Metro Churches 

and only six other associations gave more 

than the Central Baptist Association gave. 

And they all have almost twice as many 

churches in their associations. 

    CBA also had 4 of our 18 churches in 

the top 100 giving to Cooperative 

Program and 4 in the top 100 per capita. 

   Thank you for your generous giving. 

    Many pastors really do struggle with depression. 

    Most church members have no idea their pastor was depressed. They don’t 

know until they are awakened to the reality of some of the dramatic 

consequences of the depression: broken marriages; sexual affairs; resignation 

from ministry; and even suicide. 

    If you are a pastor reading this post and you are struggling with 

depression, please get help. Too many of you pastors have been taught that 

depression is a sign of failure in ministry, that it is something that must be 

hidden from view. Those are lies, blatant lies. Please get help. Now. 

    But the primary purpose of this post is to explain the precipitating factors to 

depression. More clearly, these are the five primary causes pastors identified as 

the reasons behind their depression. Each of the causes is followed by a direct 

quote from pastors who shared with me their struggles. 

    Spiritual warfare. “I don’t mean this in a profane way, but there was a point 

in my ministry when all hell broke loose. I can’t explain the attacks any way 

other than spiritual warfare. The Enemy was intent on destroying my ministry, 

and I began to spiral downward emotionally.” 

    The surprising reality of pastoral leadership. “I wish someone had told me 

how tough it is to be a pastor. My single counsel was to preach the Word, and I 

understand the priority of preaching. But, after a year or so in my first 

pastorate at age 31, I saw the underbelly of local church life. I was just caught 

off guard. And it took me some time before I realized I was truly depressed.” 

    Sense of inadequacy. “My church is declining. While I don’t get hung up on 

numbers, my members started talking about the decline. And when we had to 

delete a position because we could no longer pay the person, I really begin to 

hit rock bottom. I felt like it was all my fault.” 

    Critics and bullies. “Pastoral leadership really can be a death by a thousand 

cuts. It’s not any one person or criticism; it’s the constant and steady stream of 

criticisms. It wears on you. My depression came on gradually, so by the time I 

was in deep depression, I did not see it coming.” 

    Loneliness. “It’s really hard to find a true friend when you are a pastor. And 

when you have no one to talk to about your struggles and questions, life can 

get lonely. That is why Church Answers has been a God-send to me. I get to ask 

questions and share my struggles in a safe place.” 

    The pastor in number five mentioned Church Answers, a dynamic community 

of church leaders. It’s a place where you can get your church questions 

answered 24/7. And, more importantly, it’s a place where you will never feel 

alone. I urge you to become a part of this community. It may be one of the best 

decisions you make in ministry. (This costs you to join.) 

    Depression is real with pastors. It seems to be pervasive. May we who serve 

alongside them, staff and laity alike, take a few minutes a day to pray for our 

pastors. It could very well be one of the most important ministries we have. 

Pray not just for pastors, but anyone who may be suffering from depression. 

FIVE REASONS MANY PASTORS STRUGGLE 

WITH DEPRESSION- By Thom S. Rainer’s Feb. 26, 2018 Blog 

When I lay my head to rest 

I thank my Lord above, 

For helping me throughout the day 

With His unending love. 
 

I ask for courage and for strength 

To turn away from sin, 

To be with me where Satan lurks  

And against temptation win. 
 

I pray for friends and family 

To keep them safe and sound, 

That they may live the kind of life 

That shows our Christ they’ve found. 
 

I ask to be a witness 

to those lost out in sin, 

And tell them about salvation 

And a new life begin. 
 

I feel so very saddened 

When I think of all the lost, 

When all they have to do is ask, 

Christ has already paid the cost. 
By Louise Webster (2004) 



Central Baptist Association  
(217) 330-7593  

Email: office@cbadecatur.com 

650 N. Wyckles Rd. 

Decatur, IL  62522 

Website: www.cbadecatur.com 

JanuaryJanuaryJanuaryJanuary    
January Winter Bible Study-every Sunday evening at 6 PM  
1st1st1st1st----Happy New YearHappy New YearHappy New YearHappy New Year    
16th-Tax Seminar at IBSA Bldg., Springfield 
18th @ 8 AM-Pastor’s Breakfast at Cracker Barrel 
19th19th19th19th----Sanctity of Human Life SundaySanctity of Human Life SundaySanctity of Human Life SundaySanctity of Human Life Sunday    
20th20th20th20th----Martin Luther King Jr. DayMartin Luther King Jr. DayMartin Luther King Jr. DayMartin Luther King Jr. Day    
21st-23rd-2020 Midwest Leadership Summit @ Crowne Plaza, Spgfld 
23rd @ 1 PM-Leadership Team Meeting at Tabernacle, Rm. 119 
31st & Feb. 1st-VBS Train the Trainer Clinic at IBSA Bldg. 

 

Churches: 
 

Argenta 

Arthur 

Atwood 

Calvary 

Emmanuel 

Fellowship 

Findlay 

Forsyth 

Galilee 

Hammond 

Heyworth 

Lincoln 

Lovington 

Mt. Zion 

Shiloh 

Sullivan 

Summit Avenue 

Tabernacle 

Tri-Valley 
 

Mission Statement 

   Central Baptist  

Association exists to 

foster relationships 

among churches in order 

to assist them in fulfilling 

the Great Commission. 
 

  CBA Vision is to see 

churches collaborating 

together to build the 

Kingdom of God. 

 

Church  

Argenta 

Arthur 

Atwood   

Calvary      

Fellowship 

Findlay        

Forsyth    

Galilee   

Hammond  

Heyworth  

Lincoln  

Lovington  

Sullivan 

Summit Ave.    

Tabernacle 

Tri-Valley    

           Total: 

Misc. Income 

Expenses:         

                         

   

FINANCIAL REPORT 
CBA General Fund 

Jan.-Dec. 2019 

 

Thank 

You  
For Your 

Support 

Amount 

$1,491 

$7,395 

$1,200 

$95 

$1,376 

$333 

$3,221 

$1,458 

$1,034 

$1,247 

$1,417 

$2,717 

$2,518 

$1,972 

$3,981 

$1,841 

$33,296 

$860 

$35,631 

Congratulations to Pastor Doug & Leslie 

Davis, Arthur, on the birth of their 

newest granddaughter born December 

16th, Ellen Molina Marie Cockrum. She 

weighed 6 lbs, 13 oz, and measured 20” 

long. Congrats to mom & dad-Trey and 

Hannah Cockrum. 

Church Technology Conference 
    Get training you won’t find anywhere else. 

The impact will be seen immediately as you 

learn how to use technology for outreach to the 

lost and to unite believers. Help your staff cre-

ate an attitude of worship from the bulletin to 

the preaching.  

  February 22nd at IBSA Building, Springfield 

IBSA.org/(217) 391-3135 

VBS Train the Trainer Clinic 
Jan. 31 & Feb. 1, 2020 

IBSA Building, Spgfld 
(217) 391-3135 

JackLucas@IBSA.org 


