
 

By Moderator Pastor Scott Andrews 
 

Greetings in the name of our Lord. 
 

Last October, I, Scott Andrews, was honored to be elected as Moderator of 

our Association. I want to express my appreciation for the trust you have 

placed in me through the stewardship of this office. I would like to share 

with you some of my thoughts, ideas, and vision for our Association.   
 

Let’s face it. We have been through a very dry spell.  In the last six years I 

think we have been through three “reorganizations,” and each time we keep 

coming back to where we were. I have felt for some time now, that what we 

need is not a reorganization, but a rebirth. A re-invention and redefinition of 

the association. We must put the past behind us and look to the future.   
 

There is an urban legend, that nonetheless makes a good point, of how the 

sidewalks were installed when the Berkley campus of the University of 

California was being laid out. As the story goes, the architects did not pour 

concrete sidewalks the first year the campus was built. Rather, they waited a 

year and observed where the students actually walked. They let the students 

define their own paths, and then, a year later, poured the concrete over the 

worn paths in the grass. 
 

I think it is time for us to throw away all of our preconceived ideas of what 

the Central Baptist Association should look like, and let the Association 

define itself. Now, to be sure, there are certain things that are not 

negotiable. As our name defines us, we are BAPTISTS—Southern Baptists, 

with a rich history of adherence to the Bible as God’s inspired, infallible, and 

inerrant Word. We are defined by our confession of faith, and our rich 

history that extends back to the shores of the Sea of Galilee. We are 

obviously defined, and united by our common faith and doctrine. 

But we are also a collection of independent, autonomous congregations, 

who have agreed to associate with each other voluntarily. Our Association 

must be defined by our cooperation, and our participation—NOT THE OTHER 

WAY AROUND.   
 

That is to say, that our Association must be based on biblical relationships 

between our churches, and those relationships will likely begin with our 

pastors.  We must get to know each other, and build relationships based on 

mutual trust and cooperation first. To that end, I would like to encourage 

each and every one of you to get involved. We can only build relationships as 

each of us, and our churches, participate in the fellowship opportunities  

that are offered. The structure and organization of our Association will 

follow. Remember the old adage—“Participation defines membership.”  

Let’s see where the paths are formed between our churches, and pour the 

structural concrete later. Let’s get to know each other and grow in our 

relationships so that we will have an association that is REAL, and not one 

that only exists only in name or on paper. 
 

As the song says, “Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love.” 
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Marriage Retreat: 
    You are invited to the 2020 Spring 

Marriage Retreat at Country Inn & Suites 

in Forsyth, IL, Friday, March 13th and 

Saturday, March 14th. The retreat, 

sponsored by the CBA, is facilitated by 

Doug and Leslie Davis, Pastor and wife of 

Arthur Southern Baptist Church. Doug 

and Leslie will lead you through an 

exploration of “Love and Respect: 

Becoming One! God’s plan for your 

marriage” and “Living Intimately: How to 

affair-proof your marriage” and “Say 

What? Skills for effective communication.  

So, whether you are newly married or a 

seasoned veteran, this retreat will be 

informative, encouraging, and 

entertaining. 

 

"Through this Marriage Retreat, we seek 

to provide Godly insight for you to 

increase your love, concern, and 

understanding for your spouse and for 

God's plan for your relationship." ~Doug 

and Leslie 

 

 Registration: 

Registration is $150. That includes meals, 

room, and sessions. Register at 

www.cbadecatur.com under the 

Resources heading or on the 

announcement for the Marriage Retreat. 

Reservations due by February 28th. 

 

Other information: 

Reserved rooms have two Queen beds, 

microwave and refrigerator, free Wi-Fi, 

coffee maker, alarm clock, and hairdryer. 

Breakfast is at the hotel by 10 AM on 

Saturday. Checkout from room is at Noon. 

Friday night's and Saturday’s lunch meal 

is at the Cracker Barrel. 

 

What People are Saying: “Enjoyed it! 

Great advice and presentation.” 

“The emphasis of the weekend was well 

placed & prioritized.” 

“I loved the game. What a great way to 

emphasize communication.” 

“Glad I came. I’ll make some personal 

changes because of what I learned.” 

“I discovered things that I did not realize.” 

photo by Christi Chambers  
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FOCUS FUNNIES 

 

 

February 9, 2017 by Dr. Jim Newheiser   Part 1 of 2Part 1 of 2Part 1 of 2Part 1 of 2 

1. Don’t Take Each Other for Granted 
   Couples who are courting or engaged spend every spare minute 

together and can’t bear to be apart for long. But often after they are 

married, spouses can get so caught up in career, children, hobbies, sports, 

and other activities that the marriage relationship is neglected. Very 

gradually the spouses drift apart. While there may not be much open 

conflict, the spark is missing. The wife may notice that something is 

wrong, only to have her husband tell her that she is worried over nothing. 

    A new marriage, like a new car, needs regular maintenance. It may look 

and work great today, but if you don’t maintain it, sooner or later it will 

break down. A husband and wife need to spend time growing closer to 

one another and enjoying one another. Tell couples that they need to 

work harder at romance after their wedding than before. Help them think 

about how to grow in intimacy year by year so that their marriage is 

protected from falling into disrepair. 

2. Make a Personal Walk With the Lord a Priority 
    Marriage takes grace. On our own, we are selfish sinners. It is only as we 

are strengthened by God’s Word through His Spirit that we can endure in 

love. We do not have the power to keep loving in our own strength. Jesus 

said that if we abide in Him we will bear much fruit, but apart from Him 

we can do nothing (John 15:5). 

    When couples with troubled marriages come to us, I typically ask each 

of them about their prayer and devotional life. In almost every case, I have 

found a correlation between the lack of a vibrant personal walk with the 

Lord and a failing marriage. Explain to couples how Scripture’s constant 

reminders of God’s grace to us motivate us to show grace to others. Direct 

them to passages like Galatians 5:16–23: if we walk in the Spirit, we don’t 

carry out the destructive deeds of the flesh, but instead bear the fruit of 

the Holy Spirit. Teach them that marital problems should always prompt 

them to make sure things are right between them and the Lord. 

3. Remain Involved in a Strong Church 
    God blesses and strengthens His people through the ministry of the 

church, both through the public preaching of the Word and through 

mutual ministry as the members of the body build one another up (Eph. 

4:11–16). To neglect gathering with the people of God is dangerous for 

couples’ spiritual well-being (Heb. 10:25). It also is important for couples 

to be in a strong church so that they can benefit from counsel and 

accountability if their relationship has trouble. I have heard families who 

have benefited from this kind of faithful pastoral care say, “We don’t know 

what we would have done if this church hadn’t been here for us.” I also 

have seen many families who are in the midst of a crisis suffer because 

they didn’t have godly church leaders caring for their souls (Heb. 13:17). 

Share with couples anonymous testimonies of couples you know who 

have benefited from involvement in your church. 

 Read the rest on the website or part 2 in the March Focus. 



Central Baptist Association  
(217) 330-7593  

Email: office@cbadecatur.com 

650 N. Wyckles Rd. 

Decatur, IL  62522 

Website: www.cbadecatur.com 

February 
6th-10 AM-3 PM-Connect at IBSA 

11th (Tuesday) @ 10 AM-Senior Adult “That’s Amoré“  

12th-Lincoln’s Birthday 

14th-Valentine’s Day 

17th-Presidents’ Day 

22nd-8:30 AM-12:30 PM-Church Tech Conference at IBSA 
 

March 
1st-8th-Annie Armstrong Easter Offering & Week of Prayer 

13th-14th- (Fri. & Sat.) Association-wide Marriage Retreat  

8th-Daylight Savings 

17th-St. Patrick’s Day 

21st-Children’s Ministry Day-various locations 

28th-8 AM-12 PM-VBS Clinic at Chatham Baptist 

 

Churches: 
 

Argenta 

Arthur 

Atwood 

Calvary 

Emmanuel 

Fellowship 

Findlay 

Forsyth 

Galilee 

Hammond 

Heyworth 

Lincoln 

Lovington 

Mt. Zion 

Shiloh 

Sullivan 

Summit Avenue 

Tabernacle 

Tri-Valley 
 

Mission Statement 
   Central Baptist  

Association exists to 

foster relationships 

among churches in order 

to assist them in fulfilling 

the Great Commission. 
 

  CBA Vision is to see 

churches collaborating 

together to build the 

Kingdom of God. 

 

Church Technology Conference 
    Get training you won’t find anywhere else. The impact 

will be seen immediately as you learn how to use 

technology for outreach to the lost and to unite 

believers. Help your staff create an attitude of worship 

from the bulletin to the preaching.    

Cost: $15 (includes lunch) 

  February 22nd at IBSA Building, Springfield 
8:15 AM-registration; 12 PM-Lunch and Closing Session 

IBSA.org/(217) 391-3135 

JackLucas@IBSA.org 

Like us on facebook 

CBADecatur 

Focuses on church revitalization 
>Develop a three-year plan 

>Use biblical and practical processes 

>Train your church leaders as led  

by an IBSDA Refocus Pathfinder 

>Receive spiritual encouragement  

From Pathfinders, coaches,  

And association leaders 

>Cost for churches is based on worship 

Attendance: 

  100 or less-$500 

 100-200-$1000 

 200 or more-$1500 

Focuses on pastor readiness 
>Work with an IBSA-trained  

Refocus coach 

>Form a personal development plan 

>Utilize free resources to address 

Areas of leadership growth 

>Join specialized training events 

>Engage in coaching sessions as part of 

this free readiness process to prepare for 

revitalization. 

Assessment Process $199 
+IBSA pays half the assessment cost (an 

additional $199) and subsidizes up to 

$1,000 for the Revitalization Process. 

Contact Scott Foshie at 

ScottFoshie@IBSA.org 

(217) 391-3122 

 


