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By Lanny Faulkner, Associational Mission Strategist   

  Determining the LORD’s will as to who will be your Pastor is the most vitally 
important decision a church can make!  
  You might ask yourself, “How can a believer know God’s will?”  
   We can know by The Words of the Scriptures. In Psalm 19:7-10 “The law of the 
Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the 
simple; the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of 
the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes; the fear of the Lord is clean, enduring 
forever; the rules of the Lord are true, and righteous altogether. More to be desired 
are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than honey and drippings of 
the honeycomb.” Another more familiar scripture is 2nd Tim. 3:16-17, “All scripture is 
breathed out by God…”   So go to God’s word and search it to see what a pastor’s 
qualifications should be, not just a pastor, but a man of God.  
    We can know the will of God by The Work of the Spirit.  
    In John 16:13-14, “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all truth, 
for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and 
he will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, for he will take 
what is mine and declare it to you.”  
    We can know the will of God by The Wisdom of the Saints.  
    Proverbs says a lot about seeking Godly council: Proverbs 11:14 states, “Where 
there is no guidance, a people falls, but in an abundance of counselors there is 
safety.”  Proverbs 15:22 says, “Without counsel plans fail, but with many advisors 
they succeed.”  
    We can know the will of God by The Witness of the Situation.  
     In Jeremiah 29:11-13 says, “For I know the plans I have for you, declares the 
Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will 
call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear your. You will seek me and 
find me, when you seek me with all your heart.” 
   After sharing the scriptures above, and there are many more, your Pastor Search 
Committee should pray and seek God’s will in every discussion and before every 
decision! You should seek God’s will and only His will as to who your next Pastor will 
be.  
  Other important considerations are: You should consider all information and 
discussions pertaining to the Pastor Search Committee as confidential and not share 
any of this information with anyone other than another committee member on the 
search team. You should not visit any potential pastor at his current place of ministry; 
and you should not watch or listen to their sermons UNTIL you have identified them 
as one of the “top three” candidates. You should not make any contact with a 
prospective pastor unless requested to do so by the committee chairperson with the 
knowledge of the other members of the team. You should graciously submit to the 
majority of the members of the committee when you disagree with a decision. Strive 
for unanimous decisions. 
   Also, when considering a pastor, look beyond his preaching abilities and find out 
who he is as a: Person, (if he’s married, and/or has children-a partner to his wife, and 
father to his children), pastor to his last churches, and a preacher of God’s word. 
   You should not consider anyone unless they provide the committee with a detailed 
resume’ or life story summary including type of information found on a resume’. 
  I’m available to help any church with seeking a pastor.  

Sign up for the Focus at 

ww.cbadecatur.com 

Tuesday, August 17th, 2021 
10 AM-Noon 

Lunch following—Cost: $6 
 

Oreana Baptist Church 
107 W. Bower St., Oreana 

 

Evangelists:  Keith Schmutzler 
Various guest musicians-from our CBA churches. 

Sign up to share your talent. 
 

Please pray for the power and leading of the Holy Spirit as 
we meet for revival, encouragement and good “old” 

Christian fellowship. 
    

Please sign up at your church and have someone 
contact the CBA at cbaoffice@comcast.net or  
(217) 521-2420, no later than Monday, August 9th. 

   “Therefore, since we have been made right in 

God’s sight by faith, we have peace with God because 

of what Jesus Christ our Lord has done for us. 

Because of our faith, Christ has brought us into this 

place of undeserved privilege where we now stand, 

and we confidently and joyfully look forward to 

sharing God’s glory.”-Romans 5:1 & 2 



1. Three’s company. Share a meal with a church family and 

an unchurched family . It’s a way to make connections that 

would not come easily otherwise. 

2. Family Walks. Start a “family walk challenge” to get 

church members out into their neighborhoods with the 

purpose of building relationships.  

3. Laundry Day. Spend a day at a local laundry mat handing 

out quarters to pay for a full day of laundry (it’s not cheap 

mind you-$2.50-$5 a load to wash). 

4. Light Brigade. Get a truck, a 

ladder, and a bunch of light bulbs 

and ask your neighbors if they 

need any light bulbs changed. (They do.) Take some 9-volt 

batteries along to help those who can’t reach their chirping 

smoke detectors. 

5. Support Teachers. Back-to-school outreach is back in full swing 

in most communities this Fall. Adopt the teacher’s lounge at a 

local school. Provide snacks and notes of encouragement. 

Come up with your own ideas, but do something. 

   I left the deacons’ meeting one proud pastor. It had been a 

tiring Sunday evening filled with meetings and preaching. 

However, I went home greatly encouraged by how God was 

at work using our leaders. 

    In our meeting, five deacons told stories about how they 

had shared the gospel with someone during the past month. 

Two deacons had hard conversations and shared the gospel 

with family members, one deacon had talked with a co-

worker, another with an acquaintance, and one got the 

opportunity to share the gospel with someone they had been 

praying for. Sadly none of those had been led to saving faith 

that month; but seeds were planted. I am overly grateful to 

serve with leaders who are faithful to share their faith.  

   Pastors and leaders I admire have encouraged me to keep 

focused on having gospel conversations and encouraging 

the church to share their faith. They will say things like, “The 

main thing is to keep the main thing the main thing.” If I am 

honest, however, it is sometimes hard to keep a focus on 

sharing the gospel with so many other things filling up my 

schedule.  

   If I am not careful, I can spend all my time caring for those 

who are hurting, counseling, preparing sermons, planning 

the next ministry event, and going to meetings. If I am not 

intentional, months could go by before I realized I haven’t 

shared the gospel with anyone. 

   One what that I have found to keep our focus on gospel 

conversations—for myself and our leaders—is to ask this 

question during meetings: “Who 

have you gotten to share the 

gospel with this past week?” I 

ask that question to our staff 

almost every week and to our deacons almost every month.  

   I usually ask that question early in the meeting so that I don’t 

skip over it if the meeting runs long. Asking this one question 

helps me keep “pressure on the hose” for evangelism. My staff 

and deacons know that I’m likely to ask during every meeting. I 

never give demerits or shame anyone if they haven’t.  

   I am always greatly encouraged when I hear how God is using 

others around me. When I hear their stories it fuels my heart to 

not miss looking for opportunities to share the gospel with 

people I come in contact with. Simply asking this question and 

knowing it will be asked keeps sharing the greatest news in the 

world on the font of my mind. It keeps me focused on praying for 

opportunities and praying by name for people to come to Christ. 

  After asking the question in a recent staff meeting, I later 

passed by our student pastor in a deep conversation with a 

young man. He was sharing the story of the prodigal son, and it 

brought tears to the man’s eyes. His name was Kevin and he 

had just been released from jail that morning and walked to our 

church. Within minutes, Kevin was praying for God to save him. 

   God works powerfully through the obedience of his people to 

share the gospel. It is vital that we keep the main thing the main 

thing. So, may I ask you a simple question: “Who have you 

shared the gospel with this past week?”  

By Pastor Sammy Simmons, Immanuel Baptist  in Benton. President of IBSA. 



    We’re continuing our piece each month on one of our CBA 
Pulpit Suppliers so you can get to know them better. This month 
we’re focusing on David Heady.   
     David Heady is 34, born Christmas 1986. He was raised in Eastern Europe, where his 
parents served as missionaries. He was married in 2009 to his wife Cheryl, and they have 
three children: David is ten, Noah is seven, and Avery is five.  
   David graduated from Liberty University with a Bachelors of Science in Biblical and 
Theological studies in 2016. His preaching style is expositional.  
    David is in the employ of his father who owns Jack-A-Slab Construction and SlabJackers 
Construction, where his primary role is sales, but he also has Human Relations, Customer 
Service, and supervisor responsibilities. “When you work for a small family business you 
wear many hats.” says David. 
    He’s filled the pulpit for Park Meadows Baptist in Lincoln; Freedom Baptist in 
Bloomington; First Baptist in Gillespie; and Tabernacle Baptist in Decatur where the family 
attends. And he’s taught Sunday school classes off and on since he was 19. Dave has also 
preached at several nursing homes throughout Central Illinois since he was a teenager.  
     When he finds time, which he says is challenging with three small children, he enjoys 
reading, music, coffee, shooting, lifting weights, and generally anything out doors.  
David’s phone number is (217) 737-8192; email is dvdhdy@gmail.com. 

Regional Worship 

Training 
6-9 PM—Thursday, August 

19th--IBSA Bldg. Spgfld. 

   Worship leaders for churches of 

any size paid or volunteers, 

vocalists, musicians, and worship 

technology volunteers will be 

encouraged in how they lead 

congregations to glorify God and 

equipped through practical 

breakout sessions.  There are five 

breakout sessions the first hour, dinner and roundtable discussion 

the 2nd hour, and Q&A breakouts the last hour. 

BenJones@IBSA.org  or call (217) 391-3123 

 

Equip Regional FREE Training  

August 24th, 2021 at Collinsville, IL 
   The Equip Regional Training Events provide opportunities for 

leaders to grow in their skills in order to serve Jesus!  

   Every leader can attend up to two very practical breakout 

sessions. 

Schedule: 

6:00— Dinner 

6:30— Opening Challenge 

6:45— Breakout #1 

7:30— Break 

7:45— Breakout #2 

8:30— Dismissal 
 

TONS of Ministry Areas Covered, including: 

*Children’s Ministry 

*Community Outreach 

*Deacon Ministry 

*Discipleship/Groups 

*Evangelism 

*Financial/Administration 

    

Register at il.sbcworkspace.com/Pub/Event/Register/55233752 

 There is no charge for this event. 

If you miss this one, there will be another one in Effingham on Sept. 

28th at First Baptist Church. 

*Pastoral Leadership 

*Prayer 

*Student Ministry 

*Women’s Ministry 

*Worship Ministry 

Kids will be headed 

back to school soon.  

Watch for kids at bus stops.  

Pray for the kids and teachers 

alike. 

mailto:dvdhdy@gmail.com


August 

14th at 8 AM-Central CBA Pastor’s Breakfast-Location to be determined 
17th at 10 AM-Sr. Adult Revival at Oreana $6 per person 
19th-Regional Worship Training at IBSA Bldg., Spgfld 
24th-Training Night for Church Leaders in Collinsville 

 

Churches: 
Argenta 

Arthur 

Atwood 

Calvary 

Emmanuel 

Fellowship 

Findlay 

Forsyth 

Galilee 

Hammond 

Heyworth 

Lincoln 

Lovington 

Mt. Zion 

Oreana 

Shiloh 

Sullivan 

Summit Avenue 

Tabernacle 

Tri-Valley 
 

Mission Statement 
   Central Baptist  
Association exists to 
foster relationships 
among churches in 
order to assist them in 
fulfilling the Great 
Commission. 
 

  CBA Vision is to see 
churches collaborating 
together to build the 
Kingdom of God. 

Central Baptist Association  
(217) 330-7593  
Email: office@cbadecatur.com 

650 N. Wyckles Rd. 
Decatur, IL  62522 
Website: www.cbadecatur.com 

 

Sign up for the Focus at the website 

Put on your calendars:  

CBA 72nd Annual Meeting 
9:30-Noon on October 23rd, 2021 

Arthur So. Baptist Church 

Pastor’s  
Breakfasts 

  

For Central CBA  
Pastors 

8 AM-Sat., Aug. 14th 
at 

Diamond’s in Decatur 
Email Lanny at 

lanny@cbadecatur.com to 
say you’re coming. 

    Please be in prayer for our four Sister Churches who are 
currently without a Pastor. Steve Pence is doing long-term 
pulpit supply for Calvary Southern in Decatur and Deacon 
John Carswell is serving as the Interim Pastor for Fellowship 
Baptist in Shelbyville. 
    Chris Granda is serving as the Chairperson for the “Will of 
God Discovery Team” (as I call search committees) at the Summit Avenue Baptist Church 
and they are currently in the process of prayerfully receiving and evaluating resumes’ as they 
seek the LORD’s will for who will serve as their Pastor. 
    The Deacons at Galilee Baptist in Decatur are working together to seek the LORD’s will 
as they proceed forward through the process at their Church. I will fill in for a few more weeks 
there as the Deacons determine the best way forward for the Church. 
    Please be in prayer for these beloved Church Families as they seek to, (in the words of Dr. 
Pajak) “Find, Follow, and Finish” the Will of God for their lives! 

By Dr. Lanny Faulkner, Associational Mission Strategist 


