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CBA Semi-Annual Meeting  
And Worship Celebration 

Sunday, April 18th  
at Forsyth Baptist Church 

4:00-7:30 PM 
Schedule:  

4-5 PM-Bible Study and Business 
Bible Study: Pastor Dean Jones, Heyworth  

 

5-5:45 PM-Forsyth will provide a meal  
 

6-7:30 PM-Worship 
Celebration   

Annual Sermon by Pastor Al Hodges, Shiloh 

Music: New Legacy, Tri-Valley 
Please sign up at your church and text or email the 

number attending the meal to  
Chris at (217) 521-2420 by April 12th.  

  

BY SARAH BORDEWICK 

 

    Being a part of a church family is part of growing as a follower 

of Jesus. But kids spend far more time in their homes. That’s 

why we want our families to go deeper together. 

    Discipleship at home is a critical endeavor. God made us for 

relationship, and those first relationships are in the home. 

Author Francis Chan says that a child’s view of God will largely 

be shaped by their view of their parents and their relationships 

with those parents. If the caretaker is weak, they will view God 

as weak. If they are distant, unforgiving, and unloving, that is 

the way they will view God. 

    That’s a lot of pressure on parents! Which is where we come 

in as ministry leaders. It’s our job to assist parents in the 

discipleship process, and to champion them in their God-given 

role. This is hard work, but it is vitally important. We should start 

by putting ourselves in the shoes of busy parents. Many didn’t 

have discipleship modeled to them growing up. Or they fear 

having difficult conversations with their children about spiritual 

matters. 

    Some have only seen biblical teaching used to control 

behavior, instead of a way of life. And if a caretaker is not 

engaging in personal study and reflection on Scripture, we can’t 

expect them to encourage and engage their children to do so. 

    The good news is there are solutions to all these issues. So, 

how do we help parents?             
Prioritize the word 
Proverbs 22:6 says, “Train up a child in the way he should go; 

even when he is old he will not depart from it.” This is not a 

100% guarantee that children will not turn from the truth  
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later in life, but discipleship is the best foundation to prevent 
kids from straying from the truth of Scripture. 
    Lifeway Research reports that by far the most positive 
predictor of spiritual health in adults is if they read the Bible 
as a child. Training up children doesn’t mean creating 
compliant, rule-following children. We are training them to be 
followers of Jesus Christ. This happens when they are in the 
word. 
   As a church leader, you’re aware of many other resources 
that can be helpful to parents. But part of the problem is that 
there are so many available. Unless you are looking for a 
specific topic or story, it is a challenge to make a decision 
about which materials to use. 
    Know what is available and what you trust in terms of 
family devotionals, age-appropriate Bibles, online videos, 
blogs, and home curriculum. When I go to a conference or 
Christian bookstore, I spend a lot of time looking through 
materials. If I know what’s out there, parents don’t have to 
trudge through a massive amount of resources. 
   We’re also in a good position as leaders to provide 
resources, although we should note this takes time and will 
affect our budget line. When something is readily available 
and the caretaker doesn’t have to seek it out, that is one less 
thing on their plate. It is a gift and a blessing. 
    One Illinois Baptist leader made it a point at every church 
he served to put in place times for children and teens to 
receive specific types of Bibles and books to aid in their 
development. Giving all your new seventh graders a Teen 
Study Bible is an expense, but it shows students we believe 
they are capable of understanding God’s word and studying 
it on their own. 
    If I really like a book, I find extra copies wherever I can to 
be able to give out whenever the situation or conversation 
calls for it. I often check used bookstores and library book 
sales for books like “Mere Christianity” by C.S. Lewis or 
“Don’t Waste Your Life” by John Piper. 
Model the behavior 
    As ministry leaders, we must be spending time with the 
Lord and learning from each other, and encouraging parents 
to do the same. Then, we have to reach in. To know the 
issues that are keeping families from engaging in 
discipleship at home, you have to know them. That means 
spending time and having intentional conversations. 
    Invite others to see how you disciple at home, or 
encourage families to share with one another what God has 
done through their family discipleship. Encourage parents 
that they are capable, and that they don’t need to have all of 
the answers. Some days family discipleship time may mean 
long conversations throughout the day, and others might be 
just a few minutes. 
    We know our time is limited at church, but that can compel 
us to make the most of our weekly interactions. Many 
churches provide parents with take-home pages about the 
week’s Sunday school or small group lesson. Even if the 
curriculum doesn’t come with it, they’re easy to create with 
the Scripture you studied and a few discussion questions. 

Our gatherings are also an opportunity to ask kids what God has 
been teaching them throughout the week. This helps set the 
expectation that God is always present and moving, not just in the 
walls of the church. 
    Discipleship is the most important calling of parenthood. 
Anything we can do to propel families to know and love Christ 
more is worth our time and energy. 
 
Sarah Bordewick is director of family ministry at First Baptist 
Church, Mt. Zion. This article appeared in the Spring 2021 issue of 
Resource magazine, online at Resource.IBSA.org. 
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  Pastor McNealy is the newest pastor at Argenta Baptist 
Church. He and his wife Stephanie have been married for 
16 years. They have six children, the youngest four still at 
home: Colleen-26; Ben-24; Mattie-14; Shamus-12: 
Adeline-6; Finnegan-5.  
  Matt grew up in Forest Homes, IL, right outside of Alton. 
He answered the call into ministry in 1987 at the age of 
15. He attended Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary in Fort Worth, TX.  
He’s served on the Carmi Children’s Home Board of 
Directors.  
    He loves to listen to the St. Louis Blues and the 
Cardinals play on the radio, and old-time radio shows. He 
likes to cook and building speaker systems. He works at a 
lumber company as bookkeeper, delivery driver, 
estimator, etc.  
   Let’s make Pastor McNealy welcome to the Central 
Baptist Association. 
 



    Priority is April 23-24 with in-person event attendance 
at First Baptist Church in O’Fallon. Due to state COVID 
restrictions, in-person attendance is limited to 400.  In-
person registration is $55, including Priority materials and 
lunch. The cost to attend online is $30, including Priority 
materials which will be shipped to participants, or $15 to 
attend online without materials.  
    For more information, visit IBSA.org/women or contact 
Aubrey Krol at AubreyKrol@IBSA.org or (217) 391-3138. 
Priority registration opened online Feb. 1. 

 HOPE HOUSE,  
New Life Pregnancy 
Center’s ministry to 
moms and newborn 
babies is becoming a 
reality! They are set up to 
open around July 2021. 
    They have purchased a home 
and are currently remodeling the 
house to fit their program needs. 
This in-residence experiential 
learning home for new mothers is 
designed to accommodate four 
women and their newborn 
children. 
    As only God can do, He led NLPC to a home located on ten acres 
and in a calm and secluded area of Decatur, conducive to 
uninterrupted learning and positive child rearing. The program will 
consist of supervised parenting and hands-on training for a period of 
one year. House parents and a staff person to help instruct, support 
and encourage and new moms will be on site. 
    They are very thankful for you, their friends, who so generously 
support the ministry  of New Life Pregnancy Center. They own the 
house, mortgage free, and they have the funds for the remodel in the 
bank. 
    A local professional has helped them determine the needs of each 
room based on how the room will be used. She has started scouting 
the area for quality furnishings at a fair price and has provided them 
with a projected cost of outfitting each room. 

    We’re doing a piece each month on one of our CBA Pulpit 
Suppliers so you can get to know them better. This month it’s: 
     
    Brother Tim Carr has been in our Association for fourteen years. He’s 
been filling the pulpit since 2010. After becoming a Christian, he started 
out as a Sunday School teacher. Tim served as Assistant Moderator for 
two years, and then say’s he was honored to serve two years as 
Moderator.     
   He and his lovely wife, Annette also had a very successful assisted 
living ministry and were blessed to see some accept Jesus as their Lord 
and Savior.  
   Tim graduated from Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary. He’s 
been blessed to travel and fill the pulpit at many different churches 
throughout Illinois. He and Annette always talk about how big of a church 
family they have. 
     Tim feels it’s an honor to be able to fill a pulpit. “It’s a big deal when a 
pastor of a church asks you to fill in for him, a huge responsibility.“ 
    Annette and Tim have five children, seven grandchildren, and one 
great grandson (their second great grandson is due in May)!  



April 
4th-EASTER 
4th at 10:30 AM-Tabernacle’s Easter Worship Service with choir & orchestra 
18th, 4-7:30 PM-CBA Semi-Annual Meeting at Forsyth (All messengers need to attend.) 
23rd-24th-IBSA’s Priority Conference at FBC, O’Fallon, IL.  
29th-30th-IBSA Chaplaincy Conference 
 

May 
2nd-Senior Adult Day 
9th-Mother’s Day 
31st-Memorial Day 

 

Churches: 
Argenta 

Arthur 

Atwood 

Calvary 

Emmanuel 

Fellowship 

Findlay 

Forsyth 

Galilee 

Hammond 

Heyworth 

Lincoln 

Lovington 

Mt. Zion 

Oreana 

Shiloh 

Sullivan 

Summit Avenue 

Tabernacle 

Tri-Valley 
 

Mission Statement 
   Central Baptist  
Association exists to 
foster relationships 
among churches in 
order to assist them in 
fulfilling the Great 
Commission. 
 

  CBA Vision is to see 
churches collaborating 
together to build the 
Kingdom of God. 

Central Baptist Association  
(217) 330-7593  
Email: office@cbadecatur.com 

650 N. Wyckles Rd. 
Decatur, IL  62522 
Website: www.cbadecatur.com 

 

March 7th-14th-Annie  
Armstrong  Offering and 

Week of Prayer 

 
   

    The 71st Annual Meeting 
Minutes will be handed out at the 
Semi-Annual Meeting on April 
18th.  
   Please have a messenger there 
to receive them. 

    Hello! I am writing today 
to ask you to reach out to 
our fellow Baptist churches 
to help some friends in 
need. Those friends are 
those without an address, 

the homeless. Please take a moment to consider how we 
together can help our friends and the Oasis Day Center in 
Decatur. The Oasis is a safe haven for many people who 
have no home or are displaced and need somewhere safe to 
go. The Oasis also makes lunches.  
    To take care of these people they rely on donations from 
giving people. Below is list of items that would help them 
greatly.  
NEEDED ITEMS: 
Hygiene items - soap, deodorant, shampoo, conditioner, 
razors, detergent, softener, brushes, tampons, band-aids, 
toilet paper, toothbrush, toothpaste, denture care, 
bodywash (travel size is nice) first aid items. 
Undergarments-underwear, socks, bras. 
Blankets, towels, wash cloths, belts, shoe strings, gloves, 
hats, reading glasses, backpacks.  
Coffee, creamer, sugar, Individually wrapped snacks - cakes, 
chips, cookies, crackers, pop tarts, can openers. 
Blessing bags are great.  
Thank you for your consideration! 
 
Teri Ratt 
Oasis Day Center 
243 W. Cerro Gordo St., 
Decatur, IL  
Open daily 7 AM-5 PM Nice is when I care what you think 

about me. Kindness is when I truly 

care about you.   Dee Ann Turner   


