
 

 

 

 

For some reason, I am drawn to the words “Stand Firm” as I write this article. Maybe it is     
because I need to encourage someone who is wondering if they can continue, if it really               
matters, and or they seem to be alone in their beliefs.  
 

Have you noticed how people really do change over the passing of time?  People may share the 
same beliefs, convictions, and commitments when they are young, but with life and time it seems that “things 
change” and so many don’t hold on, don’t hold out, and don’t care to “stand firm”. Why is that?  Friendships 
weaken, morals deteriorate, beliefs aren’t the same, and people are just “different” than they were. Is it a matter of 
the absence of good leadership in their lives, time in the Word, active involvement in worship, or all of the above, 
or something else?  This “change” can affect the close relationships that were once thought unshakeable, perma-
nent, and faithful for all of life.  
 

There are a lot of reasons this happens. I once read a book entitled, “The Drift Factor”. The title itself pretty well 
sums up the situation and explains what is going on. People just “drift”!!! The author says first of all we just need 
to get used to it, expect it, don’t be shocked by it. It may not be right or best, but it continues to happen and     
probably always will. Aren’t you glad, though, that some never drift, and will finish well?!! Think about 
it….maybe you need to be one of those who decides you will “stand firm” no matter what it takes, or who 
doesn’t!!! 
 

Here are some Bible verses to meditate upon: 
 

“So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of 
mouth or by letter.”    2 Thessalonians 2:15  
 

“Do not be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring…”   Exodus 14:13 
 

“When the storm has swept by, the wicked are gone, but the righteous stand firm forever.”   Proverbs 10:25 
 

“If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand at all..”    Isaiah 7:9 
 

“Stand firm, and you will win life….”   Luke 21:19 
 

“Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you…”   1 Corinthians 15:58 
 

“Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith: be courageous; be strong…”   1 Corinthians 16:13 
 

“Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ….”   2 Corinthians 1:21 
 

Maybe these scriptures will encourage and strengthen you today! 
 

Ray Stedman once wrote: “We are to stand firm in our faith with the certain knowledge that the battle is the 
Lord’s.  Our faith in His victory – a victory that is already accomplished on the Cross – is what overcomes the 
world!” 

 

You matter, You are loved, and I pray that You are standing firm! 
 

Kent Pate 

 

Church News 
If your church has a special event or information you’d like to share in the 

newsletter, please email shelly@rehobothonline.org or call the office,  
903-885-2868. The Newsletter deadline is the 15th of each month.  
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Mission Statement 
 

The mission of Rehoboth Baptist Association  
is to offer leading edge assistance in creating 
healthy New Testament churches that honor 

Jesus Christ by their very existence.  
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Please be in prayer for our: 
Pastorless Churches        

 
Black Oak 
Cornerstone 
Enloe 
Greenwood 
Independence 
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Block Party Trailer 

 

Ice Chests   Small Bounce House 

Large Bounce House  Tables & Chairs  

Popcorn Machine   Sno Cone Machine 

Carnival Games   Sound System  

2 Pop-up Canopies 

 

There is a $100 fee to use the trailer to help cover the costs of 
maintenance of the trailer.   

 

Contact the RBA office if you would like to reserve the trailer 
for your next church event! 

 

Call or email to reserve as soon as possible dates fill up fast! 
903-885-2868 or shelly@rehobothonline.org 

Lakeview Sportsman’s Dinner & Bass Fishing 
Tournament Spring 2020 

 

Dinner Friday, May 15 — Tournament Saturday, May 16 

 

Registration begins at 5:00 pm Friday 

*Dinner, program and tournament briefing begins at 6:30 pm 

The entry fee is $20.00 per participant, 
and the optional big bass pot is $2.00 per person. 

 

Tournament begins at safe light Saturday morning and ends at 
12:00 noon. If you have questions please email or call Martin 

Clickard mcbasshunter@yahoo.com / 903.935.0626 
*Participants are required to attend the dinner and briefing on 
Friday evening. No one is required to stay at Lakeview over-
night Friday but it is encouraged. To make reservations or for 

pricing information on lodging please email or call Susan  
at lakeview1948@windstream.net / 903.656.3871  

Lakeview Spring Senior Adult Rally 

Thursday, May 14, 2020 

 

Registration 9:00 am 

Program begins at 9:30 am 

Cost - $10 (includes 2 snacks & lunch) 
Churches please call by Monday, May 11  

to make reservations 903-656-3871 
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Easter Sunday 

is  
April 12th 

  

The RBA Office will be closed for 
Good Friday on  

April 10th. 
  

But the angel said, “Don’t be alarmed. You are looking for Jesus of 
Nazareth,[a] who was crucified. He isn’t here! He is risen from the 

dead! Look, this is where they laid his body.” 
Mark 16:6 (NLV) 

The Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering (AAEO) is the        
primary way we support        
mission efforts in North    
America. One hundred       
percent of gifts given to 
AAEO are used to support 
Southern Baptist missionaries 
serving across the United                               
States and Canada.  

                             Gideon’s Pastor Appreciation Banquet  
                    Tuesday, April 14th 

                         6:30 p.m. at White Oak  Buffet 
 

                               Br. Bruce Rudd from Mt. Sylvan Baptist                   
        Church in Tyler will be the speaker. 
                                  Kevin Woolley will provide music. 

 

Contact Brent Barclay to register:  
903-348-1411 or 7brentb@gmail.com 

 

All Pastors, Staff and Spouses are invited to attend! 

 

The 2020 theme is “It’s all about the gospel”. The scripture verse is 
“For I passed on to you as most important what I also received: that 
Christ died for our sins according to the scriptures, that He was  
buried, that He was raised on the third day according to the          
scriptures.”(1 Corinthians 15:3-4 CSB).  

The national goal is $70 million.  

Week of Prayer 
March 1-8, 2020 

          RBA Semi-Annual Meeting 
 

Tuesday, May 19th 

at 
White Oak Baptist Church, Yantis 

6p.m.. - 7:15p.m. 
 

 

 

Speakers: Jeff Gravens, Phillip Mathis  
and Pepper Puryear 

 

Theme: Vancouver Initiative 

As kids explore a world of   
concrete and cranes, rivets and 
rebar, bulldozers and backhoes, 
they will learn 
to build their 
faith on Jesus as 
they uncover the 
truth that He 
who began a 
good work will 
be faithful to 
carry it on to 
completion.  

For more information and/or  
to order materials go to 

vbs.lifeway.com 

2020 Club VBS Hands-on Training 

Hosted by: County Line Baptist Church 

March 14, 2020 ~ 8:15 am—12:30 pm 

This hands-on training is steaming with fun! 
 

At a Rocky Railway FunShop, get inspired, energized, and 
equipped to make this year’s VBS rolling with mountains of fun!  
Discover time-saving and budget-stretching tips from Group’s 
VBS veterans!  Meet and mingle with other VBS Groupies in your 
area, and coordinate sharing props and decorating resources.  Get 
ready for a fast-track day to plan, coordinate, and create amazing         
decorations with step-by-step instructions.  You’ll learn how to 
pull off a life transforming week by experiencing a “Day at VBS” 
and sharing practical ideas - including fundraising, volunteer                     
recruitment, and decorating - that are just the ticket to make your 
VBS amazing.  Plus, you’ll get lots of time to network and make 
connections with other VBS leaders in your community. 
 

Register online: group.com/vbsfunshop 

 

For more information contact: Melissa Johnson 903-268-2414 

                                  Or Rita Clinton 903-217-3515 

Doors open at 8:15 a.m. 
for Registration and Refreshments! 

 

8:30 a.m. - Networking and “New to Group       
                     VBS Q & A” 

 

8:45 a.m. - FunShop and Networking starts 

Administration Team Meeting 

Tuesday - March 17 @ 2pm 

at the RBA office 

 

Ministry Team Meeting 

Thursday - April 23 @ 5:30pm 

at the RBA office 

 

Feel like you are spreading yourself too thin?  
Would you like to connect with other bi-vocational pastors  
throughout Texas?  
Then join us to pause, refresh and revive at a retreat designed 
for specific issues bi-vocational pastors face. 
For more information go to: https://sbtexas.com/event/pause-retreat/ 


