
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rick Warren wrote again about this subject sometime last year.  Here’s a digest of what he had to say 
with some personal revisions and additions on my part.  The article is based on Acts. 
 

B.H. Carroll once estimated there were as many as 100,000 members in the Jerusalem Church after the first 25 years.  
Many have agreed.  G. Campbell Morgan believed there was a minimum of 60,000.  If you look at a Bible dictionary it will 
tell you that the population of Jerusalem in New Testament times was approximately 200,000.  What we have is a Church 
with 100,000 members in a city of 200,000.  Half of the city came to Christ!  No wonder it was said, “You have filled          
Jerusalem.”  What characteristics mark a growing, healthy church? 
 

1. Ministry in the Holy Spirit’s power.  Acts 1:4 
One of the characteristics of ministry without the Holy Spirit’s power is fatigue.  People end up running on their own 
steam. 

 

2. A Warm Fellowship.  Acts 2:42-44 
God looks for warm incubators when He has a bunch of new believers.  It’s the necessary environment for growth.  Ten 
times in the first five chapters of Acts, it says “they were unified’.  God overlooks a lack of facilities or programs, but 
not disharmony. 

 

3. Big Vision.  Acts 4:24 
Too many Churches want to play it safe.  Don’t be afraid to rock the boat if Jesus is the Captain of the boat.  Take risks 
to rescue souls! 

 

4. Consistent Prayer.  Acts 4:31 
Forty-eight times in the book of Acts it says, “they prayed”.  Prayer equals Power.  Spiritual warfare requires spiritual 
weapons. 

 

5. Generosity.  Acts 4:32-37 
We serve a giving God.  We need to be a giving Church.  A local Church can never outgive God.  Giving opens doors 
and builds bridges! 

 

6. Mobilization. Acts 6 
When every member is truly a minister, the local church moves from the leaders “adding” more people, to the Church 
“multiplying”. 

 

7. Mission Focus.  Acts 1:8  8:4 
Jesus never said, “I came that you might have meetings.”  He said, “I came that you might have life.”  Where is life 
lived?  In the marketplace and in the family.  The best way to keep the faith is to give it away! 

 
Praying for Healthy, Growing Churches Always! 

 

Kent Pate, Ph.D. 
Executive Director 
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WHAT IS REPENTANCE? 
By Larry B. Jordan 

 

Acts 3:19 – Repent therefore and be           

converted, that your sins may be blotted out, 

so that times of refreshing may come from the 

presence of the Lord. 

  
There is a word that is nearly a lost word in the English        
language.  In our society today, many churches are deleting or 
changing this word.  And yet, the Lord thunders out this word 
in the Bible 969 times.  The word is repentance.  One time 
should be enough, but God tells us 969 times to repent. 
 
 William Booth, the founder of the Salvation Army, 
said, in the 19th century referring to the 20th century, “I       
believe one of the chief dangers of the 20th century may be 
religion without the Holy Spirit, Christianity without 
Christ, forgiveness without repentance, salvation without 
regeneration, heaven without hell.”  Sadly, we are living in a 
day and time where many would be quite content to receive 
Jesus Christ if they could possess eternal life with no         
fundamental interference in their ungodly lifestyles.  We are 
living in a culture where many people want to hold on to the 
Lord with one hand and the world with the other hand.  Yet, 
the Bible makes it very clear in James 4:4, Adulterers and 

adulteresses!  Do you not know that friendship with the world 

is enmity with God?  Whoever therefore wants to be a friend 

of the world makes himself an enemy of God.  (Enmity means 
hostility or warfare toward God.)  In other words, we hold on 
to either Christ or the world, and God has not changed His 
mind for the 21st century Christian. 
 
 We live in a day and time where people do not want 
to hear about repentance.  In this seeker-sensitive, touchy-
feely, market-driven church age that is built upon the founda-
tion of polls, programs, surveys, and the latest          tech-
niques, instead of upon the Word of God, we have many 
preachers on television and in pulpits across this land that say 
repentance is a negative word.  They say, “It might scare the 
people off.  We need to fill the building.”  God didn’t call 
pastors to fill the building, but to fill the pulpit.  Pastors need 
to preach on the timeless Biblical truth of repentance!  It’s 
not a negative word, but our text makes it very clear that 
when a person repents and turns from their sin, it will be a 
time of refreshing from the presence of God – and that is 
positive!  That’s REVIVAL! 
 
 As your area evangelist, I would be honored to come 
to your church for a revival meeting, one-day rally, Bible  
conference, etc.  I come regardless of the size of the church, 
and just on a love offering basis.   

You can text or call me at 903-243-2430  

or email me at larry@larryjordanministries.com.   

My website is www.larryjordanministries.com. 

 

 

Saturday, April 5 

Purley Gates Retreat Center 

5:30 - 7:15 p.m. 

Donations Accepted 

Please RSVP @ 903-885-2868 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music by the Higher Trails Band! 

www.highertrailsband.com  

 

Evening of Dinner and Music 

 

 

 

Disaster Relief Training  

Yellow Cap and Specialty Training 

March 7,8 @ FBC of Winnsboro 

  

Friday   6:30 pm       Saturday   8:30 am 

Contact:  Larry White  903-466-5115 

Cost:  $10  

 

Don’t  
Forget! 



 
March 25 ~ Administration Team Mtg. 
  2 p.m. @ RBA Office 
 
April 5 ~ Senior Adults Evening of Dinner & Music 
  5:30 - 7:15 p.m. @ Purley Gates Retreat Center 
 
April 18 ~ Good Friday - RBA Office Closed 
 
April 20 ~ Easter Sunday 
 
April 24 ~ Ministry Team Meeting 
  5:30 p.m. @ FBC, Sulphur Springs 
 
May 13 ~ Semi-Annual Meeting  
  11:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. @ New Beginnings, SS 

What About Becoming  
a SEND Church in North America? 

 
• Fewer than 4% of SB Churches are engaged in Church 

Planting as a primary sponsor.   NAMB’s goal is to 
raise that to 10%. 
 

• 83% of the population in America is now living in the 
metropolitan areas.  “Lostness” in America is in our  
cities! 

 
• The Church-to-Population ratio in America peaked at 

One Church for every 430 people in WWI.  Today, 
there is only one Church for every 6,194 people.  In 
Canada, the ratio is 1 to 115,640! 

 
• Established Churches baptize 3.4 people for per 100 

resident members.  New Churches baptize 11.7. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How about Chicago, RBA Pastors and Churches? 
8.7 million people, 2000 People Groups, 200 Spoken lan-

guages, 9% of population in any kind of Evangelical 
Church 

 
Contact www.namb.net and start the process for your 

Church today!  Call me if I can help! 

2014 Goal: $70,000,000 
Offering Overview 

The Annie Armstrong Easter Offering® is much more than an   
offering envelope and an annual missions-giving emphasis. When 
people give to the offering, 100 percent of their gift will be         
transformed into missionary salaries and ministry supplies. Those 
missionaries and supplies will help others hear the message of 
Christ and respond in faith to His offer of salvation. Time and 
again our missionaries relate how the offering is their lifeblood. 
They know that behind each penny given, there is a Southern  
Baptist who believes in what they do and are affirming the need to 
equip them to share the gospel with those who need a Savior. 
 

Scripture: Matthew 13:3-9, 18-23 

 
Wichita Falls: March 28 – 29, 2014 

N. Houston: April 4 – 5, 2014 
 

For More Information visit: 
http://unapologetics.texasbaptists.org/ 

 

 

 

Summer Camps 2014 

June 9 – June 13   NETxtreme Youth Camp #1   Szyd or Jimmie  

      903 656-3871 

June 13 – June 17  NETxtreme Youth Camp #2  

 

July 25 – July 28   Faith Explosion Kids Camp #1   Kris Wardlaw  

      903 759-9049 

July 28 – July 31   Faith Explosion Kids Camp #2   



 

Church News 
If your church has a special event or information you’d like to share in the 

newsletter, please email info@rehobothonline.org or call the office,  
903-885-2868. The Newsletter deadline is the 15th of each month.  
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Mission Statement 
 

The mission of Rehoboth Baptist Association  
is to offer leading edge assistance in creating 
healthy New Testament churches that honor 

Jesus Christ by their very existence.  
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Please be in prayer for our: 

Pastorless Churches        
Black Oak 
Chapel Hill 
Enloe 
FBC, Mt. Vernon—Hispanic Work 
FBC, Yantis 

    Hilltop 
    Mt. Olive 
    White Oak 
        

From Bro. Larry Baxley: 
 
 

RBA Rejoice with us! 
 

Reilly Springs Baptist Church 
Lottie Moon Offering this year:  

$3,075.21 
 

 
First Baptist Church, Yantis 

April 6-9, 2014  
Sunday 11 a.m. & 6:30 p.m. & Mon-Wed 6:30 p.m. 

Guest: David Crain 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Reilly Springs Baptist Church 
April 27-30, 2014 

Sunday 6:30 p.m. & Mon-Wed. 7 p.m. 
Guest: Bro. Larry Jordan 

Gideon’s Pastor Appreciation Din-
ner  

April 1st ~ 6:30 p.m. 
 at  

White Oak Buffet 

2014 Vacation Bible School materials can be ordered through the 
RBA Office - 903-885-2868 
There is a link as well on our  

website www.rehobothonline.org to an order form.   


