REHOBOTH BAPTIST ASSOCIATION
Church News

If your church has a special event or information you’d like to share in the
newsletter, please email info@rehobothonline.org or call the office,
903-885-2868. The Newsletter deadline is the 15th of each month.

Please be in prayer for our:
Pastorless Churches
Black Oak
Calvary
Center Grove
Elm
Enloe
FBC, Sulphur Springs
FBC, Mt. Vernon—Hispanic Work
Mt. Olive
New Life, Cooper
Primera, Sulphur Springs
Union

Dates to Remember
2018

RBA Evangelism Rally ~ February 25th @ 6 p.m.
First Baptist Church, Sulphur Springs
RBA Semi-Annual Meeting ~ May 15th @ 6 p.m.
First Baptist Church, Yantis
RBA Annual Meeting ~ October 28th @ 4:30 p.m.
First Baptist Church, Sulphur Springs
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Mission Statement
The mission of Rehoboth Baptist Association
is to offer leading edge assistance in creating
healthy New Testament churches that honor
Jesus Christ by their very existence.

Number 1

Eloy Gonzalez
Block Party Trailer
The Block Party Trailer is available for use by the churches of
the Rehoboth Association. The trailer includes the following
items:
Ice Chests
Large Bounce House
Popcorn Machine
Carnival Games
2 Pop-up Canopies

I would much rather be writing about something else this month, but I feel it is appropriate to write about our
former Hispanic Director of Missions, Eloy Gonzalez, who passed away very suddenly and unexpectedly at the age
of 61 on Saturday, January 13. Maybe this brief tribute and testimony will be a blessing to those who read it.
Eloy began serving with RBA in December of 2008. I had been the Executive Director since November of 2006. We worked together for a little over
eight years.

Small Bounce House
Tables & Chairs
Sno Cone Machine
Sound System

There is a $100 fee to use the trailer to help cover the costs of
maintenance of the trailer.

Contact the RBA office if you would like to reserve
the trailer for your next church event!
Call or email to reserve as soon as possible as dates
are filling up fast!
903-885-2868 or shelly@rehobothonline.org
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Eloy was a family man first and foremost, like many of us who are in the
ministry. He and his wife, Lupita, had been married 35 years. Lupita was
Eloy’s best friend, his counselor and confidant, and his faithful, gracious
helper every step of their journey together. Together, they had four children,
all of whom are grown and living in the metroplex.
Eloy’s daughter, Sarah, wrote this: “My daddy was a true leader in Christ, a
great father, and an amazing example of a husband. His faithfulness in Christ
has touched many souls and has won them over to Christ. There are no words
to describe the amazing man he was.”
Would that all of our children would say some of the same things about each of us one day!
Eloy was born a Roman Catholic, and was the first generation in his family to be born again. He was a 26 year-old
police officer when he accepted Christ as his Savior. His heart was immediately on
fire for Christ and for eight years he did evangelistic work everywhere he could.
On September 16, 1990, Eloy was ordained in his home church, who recognized
his calling to preach the gospel and serve in ministry full-time.
Eloy was truly a life-time student of God’s Word and a life-time Missionary/
Pastor. He once said, “It seems like the more I study, the more I need to grow.” He
served in places like Honduras, Mexico, and Brazil. He received numerous
diplomas over the course of eleven years for studies at Southwestern Seminary.
As a co-worker, Eloy translated for me many, many times. I often called him
“Compadre”, which made him laugh. The word can mean two things, but the
meaning I chose was respected friendship. I would tell Eloy to make me look good,
when he was translating, because I sure had no idea what he was saying, or if what
I was saying made any sense!
Eloy was a man of complete integrity, a man who was all about discipleship and God’s Word, and a man who
deeply loved “his people”. There will be a void at the RBA office for some time. I’m just glad to say I got to know
him, and serve the Lord with him among our Churches for these eight years!
I guess now Eloy knows for sure if Spanish is the Heavenly language, like he always said it was!!
Kent Pate, Executive Director

Changed lives through ChristChrist-centered churches

2018 RBA Evangelism Rally
Week of Prayer
March 4-11, 2018

Each year, we honor the life and advocacy of Annie Walker
Armstrong (1850-1938) when we give to the Annie Armstrong
Easter Offering® for North American missions. As a tireless
servant of God and a contagious advocate and supporter of
missions efforts throughout the world, Annie Armstrong led
women to unite in missions endeavors that ultimately led to the
formation of Woman’s Missionary Union, for which she served as
the first corresponding secretary.

Easter Sunday
is
April 1st
The RBA Office will be closed for
Good Friday on
March 30th.
But the angel said, “Don’t be alarmed. You are looking for Jesus of
Nazareth,[a] who was crucified. He isn’t here! He is risen from the
dead! Look, this is where they laid his body.”
Mark 16:6 (NLV)

2018 VBS invites your kids to grab
their megaphones, lace up their cleats,
and tune up their instruments. As they
fill up the offensive line, sideline, and
drum line, your players, cheerleaders,
and band members will realize God
has given them His ultimate playbook.
He wants them to join His team, train
hard, celebrate salvation, and encourage one another. Get in the spirit
today with Game On VBS.

BGCT

February 25, 2018 @ 6 p.m.
First Baptist Church, Sulphur Springs
Guest Speaker: Dr. Richard Blackaby
Music: Mike Parks
Richard Blackaby is the President of Blackaby Ministries International and lives in
Go to www.bowiebaptist.org for more information.
Atlanta, Georgia. Richard travels internationally speaking on spiritual leadership in the
home, church, and marketplace, as well as on spiritual awakening, experiencing God, and
the Christian life. Richard regularly ministers to Christian CEOs as well as church and
family leaders.
Richard grew up in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada. He has been married to Lisa since
August 6, 1983 and has three adult, married children: Mike, Daniel, and Carrie. Richard
also has four amazing grandsons!
Richard earned a B.A. in history from the University of Saskatchewan. He has an M.Div
and Ph.D. in church history from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary and an
honorary doctorate from Dallas Baptist University.
Richard served as a senior pastor at Friendship Baptist Church in Winnipeg, and then as the President of the Canadian
Southern Baptist Seminary in Cochrane, Alberta, Canada, for 13 years.
He continues to serve as the Seminary’s Chancellor.
Richard has written or co-authored more than thirty books, and has also co-authored many books with his father, Henry.

Mike Parks is the Associate Pastor for Worship at Green Acres Baptist Church in Tyler,
Texas. He holds an A.A. from Northeast Mississippi Junior College, a Bachelor of Music from
Memphis State University and an M.M. in Church Music from New Orleans Baptist Theological
Seminary.

Theme Verse
His divine power has given us everything required for life and
godliness through the knowledge of him who called us by his own
glory and goodness. 2 Peter 1:3

Mike joined Green Acres Baptist Church in 1991. He has served at First Baptist Church in
Okolona, Mississippi, Calvary Baptist Church in Columbia, Mississippi, Hilldale Baptist Church
in Birmingham, Alabama and Morrison Heights Baptist Church in Clinton, Mississippi.

Motto
Gear up! Get Ready! Game on!

Mike and his wife, Jo, have been married since 1980 and have two children and
two grandchildren. Mike enjoys traveling, fishing, and spending time with his family and friends.

