
“The Busyness Battle at Church” 

 
I have been thinking about the “busyness” of ministry and “church” lately.  As we move toward      
Christmas this month, people will struggle to “avoid the rush” and “remember the reason”!  Maybe this 
is a good time to evaluate the pace of our lives and perhaps more importantly our church activities, too! 
 
I have read articles of late entitled, “Living Without Sleep”, “Too Busy for God”, “Is Your Child       
Overbooked”, and “Gotta Go!”  It seems like we know there’s a problem, but we’re too busy to find the 
solution or follow it! 

 
Does “over-busyness” in church activities affect our churches or ministries in a negative way?  Could it be we get so busy 
doing good programs at church that God Himself couldn’t interrupt us if He desired something different one year?  I    
wonder, is our relationship with God lacking because our rush of church activities actually have gotten in the way?  The 
work of the Lord can get in between us and the Lord of the work. 
 
Rick Warren put it like this, “You can get so many irons in the fire that you put the fire out.” 
 
A survey of over 20,000 Christians from 139 countries in 2007 revealed that 60% believed that busyness (of religion as 
well as life) gets in the way of developing a relationship with God either “often” or “always”. 
 
A well known Christian leader recently said, “I believe one of the greatest deterrents to revival is busyness.  For me       
personally, I made Christian ministry and productivity an idol.  The outward appearance of working hard became even 
more important than the reality.  Being perceived as hardworking became my identity.” 
 
I want to offer three suggestions for our Pastors, Staff, and Churches: 
 

• Avoid the pride thing!  Busyness does not increase our self worth or value.  We are not more…or less…important  
people because of our busyness. 

 
• Concentrate the sum of your energy and efforts in what you do together or as a whole in the Church, not            
individually!  So much we do is good, but is it effective really and necessary?  Do we really have to do the same 
things every year?  Doing less “together” might be better than doing more “individually”.  What activity has more 
potential impact for the whole vs. just the individual parts?  If you have just so much time and energy, much less 
resources, invest them for the whole and use what’s left over for the individual parts. 

 
• Apply the “Relationship” test!  What activities will most build relationships and joy?  If all our church activities 
result in stress, strain, friction, and have become just another “job”, we’re forgetting that the “Sabbath was made 
for man, not man for the Sabbath”! 

 
I pray for you all healthy relationships and joy this Christmas Season, and in 2010! 
 
God Bless! 
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November 29-December 6 ~ BGCT & SBTC Week of Prayer for 
  International Missions 
 

December 1 ~ Leadership Development Team Mtg. 
  11:30 a.m. @ RBA Office 
   
December 8 ~ Church Development Team Mtg. 
  10 a.m. @ RBA Office 
 
December 9 ~ Community Ministry Dev. Team Mtg.  
  11:30 a.m. @ RBA Office 
 
December 10 ~ Church/Denomination Dev. Team Mtg. 
  2 p.m. @ RBA Office 
 
December 11-12 ~ Hispanic Marriage Retreat 
  Purley Gates Retreat Center 
 
December 24 - January 3 ~ RBA Office Closed  

RBA BIBLE INSTITUTE  

STARTING 

 JANUARY 12, 2010! 

 
Bible Institute Theme, 1st Semester:  

“The Need...The Cure...The Word!” 

• Observation 

• Interpretation 

• Application 

 

Get serious with God’s Word!  RBA Bible Institute!   
Sign up through the RBA Office! 

 
Location: FBC, Sulphur Springs  

Every Tuesday for 16 weeks (Except Spring Break) 
One Hour Classes 

I just want to thank Rehoboth Association, 

Kent, Shelly, Missions committee and   

Pastor Don Smith. 

 

By now probably "Thanksgiving" has gone              

by, "Christmas" and "New Year 2010"                         

are approaching, and hopefully you have 

had a good time with friends and loved ones.  

  

As I am writing, I am constantly reminded of the 

"Second Coming of Christ" and knowing very well 

Christ could come at any moment.  The very earliest 

days of the church, the apostle and first generation 

Christians nurtured an earnest expectation and      

fervent hope that Christ might suddenly return at any 

time to gather His church to heaven.  James, writing 

what was probably the earliest of the New Testament 

epistles, expressly told his readers that the Lord's  

return was imminent: James 5:7-9 

 

"Be patient, brethren,  

until the coming of the Lord. 

See how the farmer waits for the  

precious fruit of the earth,  

waiting patiently for it until it  

receives the early and latter rain. 

You also be patient, Establish your hearts, 

for the coming of the Lord is at hand. 

Do not grumble against one another, brethren, 

lest you be condemned. 

Behold the Judge is standing at the door!" 

  

Peter echoed that same expectation when he wrote, 1 

Peter 4:7 

"The end of all things is at hand; therefore be 

serious and watchful in your prayers." 

(and many more Scriptures) 

 

May the Holy Spirit of God remind us in these coming 

Holidays and New Year that the Coming of Our Lord 

Jesus Christ is at hand! 

A word from our A word from our A word from our A word from our     

Director of Hispanic MinistriesDirector of Hispanic MinistriesDirector of Hispanic MinistriesDirector of Hispanic Ministries    

Eloy GonzalezEloy GonzalezEloy GonzalezEloy Gonzalez    

 
 
We would like to wish you and 

yours a  
very Merry Christmas! 
Kent Pate, Eloy Gonzalez  

and Shelly Huff 

Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 
Week of Prayer for International 

Missions 
SBTC & BGCT  

November 29 - December 6 



Join VBS leaders from across the country for this hands-on, two-day event 

that’s packed with information about LifeWay’s VBS and Club VBS 2010. 

• Get fresh ideas about outreach, evangelism, and follow up 

• Receive preview-only discounts on VBS T-shirts and leader shirts 

• Hear the VBS Musical 

• Meet Jeff Slaughter and the LifeWay VBS team 

• See and touch VBS decorations 

• Go home with inspiration about how to do VBS in your church 

 

Round up your posse and head for the Preview event nearest you! 

VBS Previews are $55.00 per person ($45.00 per person for groups of three 

or more from same church or association)   

Space is limited. Reserve your place today! 

 
 

RBA Gathering 

January 21, 2010 
Pine Street Baptist Church, Winnsboro 
Meal ~ 6 p.m. - Meeting ~ 6:45 p.m. 

Guest: Dr. Dub Oliver 

Many of you already know about the 
North East Texas One Month To Live 
Campaign. In case you haven’t heard, let 
me catch you up. Over 30 churches from 
Sulphur Springs, Dike, Como, Talco, 
Brashear, Cumby and Mt. Vernon are 
joining together to take the “One Month 
To Live Church-wide Challenge”. That 
means that all the participating churches 
will be preaching on the same topics and 
studying the same material for a period 

of six Sundays. Each family in each church is encouraged to attend 
all six Sundays (January 31, 2010 through March 7, 2010), read one 
chapter a day from the book, “One Month To Live: Thirty Days To 
A No-Regret Life”, place a One Month To Live yard sign in their 
yard, and to discuss what they have read and learned in either their 
Sunday School class or small group. And the most important thing, 
they are encouraged to invite their friends and neighbors to join 
them in the challenge. Thousands of people across North East Texas 
will participate. 
 

The impact of the North East Texas One Month To Live Campaign 
will spread beyond North East Texas. ABC News’ Nightline will 
follow three families from our participating churches as they      
individually take the “One Month To Life Challenge”. These three 
families will be a testimony to the world as God works in their lives 
during the challenge. 
 

One of the great things about the Campaign is it is bringing together 
churches from our own Association as well as churches from other 
denominations. God is developing relationships between pastors 
and churches that would have never been possible if it were not for 
this challenge. We all have one purpose and one heart and that is to 
"Win Our City to Christ." 
 

Inspired by the One Month to Live principle of "Leaving Boldly", 
we have also created a campaign called a "A Mountain of Good". 
We are asking all the churches to bring canned goods to a central 
location in Sulphur Springs where we will build "A Mountain of 
(Can) Goods." We are excited at the potential of meeting the needs 
of the less fortunate in our community. 
 

“One Month To Live: Thirty Days To A No-Regret Life”          
challenges people to ask themselves questions like: What would I 
do if I only had one month to live? How would I make each day 
really count? What would I start, or stop, doing? How would I   
relate to others? What would I do if those around me only had one 
month to live? 
 
It’s not too late for you and your church to join us in the North East 
Texas One Month To Life Campaign. If you are interested please 
contact me at First Baptist Church of Sulphur Springs at               
903-885-0646. 

 
 
 

Sunday, February 28, 2010 
6:30 pm  
at the  

Hopkins County Civic Center 
  

Guest Preacher:  
Dr. Robert Jeffress, 

   Pastor, First Baptist Church, Dallas 
  

Friday night, April 30th   
Saturday morning, May 1st 

                                      at  
    New Beginnings Fellowship Baptist Church       
                              (tentatively) 
             Guest Speaker: Dr. Greg Frizzell 



 

Church NewsChurch NewsChurch NewsChurch News    
If your church has a special event or information you’d like to share in the 

newsletter, please email info@rehobothonline.org or call the office,  
903-885-2868. The Newsletter deadline is the 15th of each month.  
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Mission Statement 
 

The mission of Rehoboth Baptist Association  
is to offer leading edge assistance in creating 
healthy New Testament churches that honor 

Jesus Christ by their very existence.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

Changed lives through ChristChanged lives through ChristChanged lives through ChristChanged lives through Christ----centered churchescentered churchescentered churchescentered churches 

 

 
Please be in prayer for our: 

Pastorless Churches        
Enloe 
FBC, Como 
FBC, Yantis 
Grace Baptist Fellowship 

               Macon 
               New Beginnings Fellowship, Sul. Spgs. 
               Ridgeway Baptist Church 
               Union Baptist Church 
 

 

Clearwater Baptist Church 
Presents a Christmas Musical 

 

 

It’s The Most Wonderful Time Of The Year 

 

December 11, 12, & 13 

Friday, Saturday & Sunday nights 
at 7 p.m. 

 

The First Day of Christmas 

Presented by: 

Weaver Baptist Church 

Sunday, December 20 at 6 PM 

Monday, December 21 at 6 PM 
  

The public is invited to join the   

members of Weaver Baptist 

Church in celebration of our 

Christmas Season. This program 

is free to attend; the people at 

WBC would just like to share the 

joy of the season. 

 

 

      Welcome!! 
 

      Stephen Leach 
 

       New Pastor  
       of  

   Cross Country Cowboy Church 

 

            Welcome!! 

 
           Doug Dawson 

 

              New Pastor  
                     of  
    Crimson River Cowboy     
                Church 


