
 
Forty Years…And A Testimony! 

 
  The year was 1971.  The month was December, and the date was the 19th.  

That’s when I said “yes” to God’s calling on my life into vocational    
ministry after a steady and oftentimes difficult struggle for four years.  I 
walked the aisle of FBC, San Augustine, and publicly committed to a 
ministry career. 

 
At the time, I was a Pre-Med major trying to play some baseball at Panola College in Carthage.  My goal was the 
University of Texas in both “fields”, but I probably would have “struck out” on both counts, to be honest! 
 
As God first began calling me into ministry, I tried to substitute.  I offered to be a Christian Coach or FCA leader, or 
a Christian Doctor.  Both are fine professions, but they weren’t His will for me. 
 
Along came a special young lady named Cynthia who questioned me about God’s plan for my life.  We met at a 
Dairy Queen one Sunday before each headed back to college, me to Panola and her to Sam Houston.  That next   
Tuesday a call came from my Dad.  Cynthia was gone.  She had been killed in a car crash only a few miles from 
home. 
 
What was God doing?  I don’t know fully, but Cynthia’s  death changed my life.  I was broken, and said “yes” to the 
Lord.  Cynthia was only 18 or 19, and yet I really don’t think I would have ever found my place in God’s plan apart 
from her words and her short life.  Her life counted for many things, the least of all was what God has done in and 
through me in 40 years of ministry to His glory only. 
 
Christmas is special to me this year.  It is a celebration of Christ’s coming, and it’s an anniversary of what He did in 
my heart personally forty years ago! 
 
Life is strange at time, and very difficult to understand.  But, scripture is clear.  God is able to make all things work 
out for good to those who know Him and are called!  (Romans 8:28) 
 
Have a special Christmas in 2011! 
 
Yours in Him Forever! 
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February 26, 2012 
First Baptist Church, Sulphur Springs 

6:30 p.m. 
 

Guest Speaker: Dr. Fred Lowery 
Pastor of First Baptist Church,  

Bossier City, LA 

  
  

We would like to wish you  
and yours a  

very Merry Christmas! 
Kent Pate, Eloy Gonzalez  

and Shelly Huff 

 

Week of Prayer for International Missions 
December 4-11, 2011 

 
 
 
1 ~ January Bible Study (in December)  
 9 a.m. - 12 noon @ FBC, Sulphur Springs Rm. 107 
 
12-13 ~ Coaching Clinic - (Sign ups are limited) 
 @ FBC, Sulphur Springs 
 
22 - January 2 ~ RBA Office Closed for the Christmas Holiday 
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26 ~ Ministry Team Meeting 
 5:30 p.m. - 7 p.m. @ RBA Office 
 
31 ~ Administration Team Meeting 
 2 p.m. @ RBA Office  

 
Held on  

November 15, 2011 at 
FBC, Sulphur Springs 

60 participants and a good 
time had by all!  

Norris Cash  
of  

FBC, Gresham, TX 
was the special guest 

speaker. 

Dr. Fred Lowery is outstanding!   
We will be encouraged and strengthened in our  

evangelistic efforts and relationships. 
Eddie Colvin, the minister of music there in Bossier City, 

will be coming with Dr. Fred, and Neal Terwilliger of FBC 
in Sulphur Springs will be working to prepare a strong choir 

to lead us! It will be a dynamic night spiritually!  
Pastors, plan to bring your people  

and encourage them strongly to come.  
They will thank you afterwards! 

Senior Adult Ministry Team Members: 
 
       Fred Lewis - Team Leader 
       Carol Kirby 
       Bill Cobb 
       Jo Ann Agee 
       Bill & Johnnie Hardage 
       Frank & Aline Coker 
       Shirley Burkett 
       Shirley Edington 

Another Senior Adult 
Rally is going to be held 

at the end of  
January 2012. 

 
Watch for more details! 
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“A Journey to Freedom” 
Women’s Conference 
January 13-14, 2012 

At Purley Gates Retreat Center, Mt. Vernon, TX 
Friday 5:30 pm thru Saturday 2:00 pm 

Conference Fee: $75.00 
 
 

 
To register or for more information: 
        Call ~ 903-237-8063  
        Visit ~ www.choccm.com  
        Email ~ choccm@yahoo.com  
        or mail to: 
 Chocolate Covered Ministries 
 P.O. Box 295 
 Winnsboro, TX 75494 
 

Registration fee includes conference, meals and room. 
Make checks payable to: Chocolate Covered Ministries 

We are trying to update our website.   
We would like for this to be a great source of  

information for the Association or for someone  
looking for a church home. 

We need your church’s service times  
and information.  

Please have someone from your church to       
contact the RBA Office @ 903-885-2868 with this 
information or email shelly@rehobothonline.org  

Thanks for your help with this! 
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Heart of Hope is a new non-profit organization in Sulphur Springs.  
The purpose of Heart of Hope is to help teens and women who are 
pregnant in Hopkins County and surrounding communities.  All of 

the services that they will offer will be free of charge to their clients.   
 

They are hoping to open by January 2012.   
 

· For planned and unplanned pregnancies, they will provide free 
pregnancy testing and sonograms.  Also, they will provide   
prenatal education, childbirth education, and newborn parenting 
skills up to age 5 years. 
 

· If the parent(s) decides not to keep the pregnancy, adoption 
exploration will be provided. 

 
· They hope to also provide personal development for the         

parent(s) such as: career preparation and guidance, GED,           
communication/people skills, goal setting, exercise & nutrition 
and budgeting. 

 
· In addition to the education and counseling, Heart of Hope will 

have a store with baby items such as diapers, clothes, new car 
seat, etc.  The mother will be able to earn “mom bucks” after 
completing each educational module.  She will then be able to 
purchase items with her earned “mom bucks” from the baby 
store for her child. 

 
They will be located in the CanHelp building, 613 Gilmer Street.  
They are in need of volunteers, monetary gifts and baby items.   
 
Heart of Hope is having a fundraiser on December 11th from 1 p.m. 

until 4 p.m. at Heritage Park. 
Please come out and support them! 

 
For more information contact Kim McCormack (903)348-6193 or 

Sylvia Millsap (903) 439-9339. 

 
It will be my 4th trip on April 13-23, 2012 

The Team Leadership and Guide are outstanding! 
 

The trip is very personal, first-class, unhurried, and secure. 
Size of the Group is 45-50. 

Our Guide is a Messianic Jew (very rare). 
 

Information and brochure available. 
Just contact Kent Pate @ 903-885-2868 
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If your church has a special event or information you’d like to share in the 

newsletter, please email info@rehobothonline.org or call the office,  
903-885-2868. The Newsletter deadline is the 15th of each month.  

  

The Record IS PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY 
REHOBOTH BAPTIST ASSOCIATION 
1139 INDUSTRIAL DR. E. 
SULPHUR SPRINGS, TX 75482-3326 
 

PHONE; 903-885-2868 
FAX 903-885-3506 
EMAIL: info@rehobothonline.org 
WEB ADDRESS: www.rehobothonline.org 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

KENT PATE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR  
ELOY GONZALEZ, DIRECTOR OF HISPANIC MINISTRIES 
SHELLY HUFF, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
 

OFFICE HOURS: Monday - Thursday 8:30AM - 4:30PM 

                  Friday 8:30AM - 2:30PM 

Non-Profit Organization 
U.S. POSTAGE PAID 

Permit No. 160 
  Sulphur Springs, TX  
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Please be in prayer for our: 

Pastorless Churches        
Enloe  
FBC, Como  
FBC, Cumby  
Journey Baptist  
Ridgeway Baptist Church  

               Center Grove Baptist Church   
  Martin Springs Baptist Church  

The Music Ministry 
Of  

First Baptist Church, Mt. Vernon 
 Presents 
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Saturday, December 3, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, December 4, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. �
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Public Cordially Invited 
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Is hosting a benefit for Jason Brewer.  Jason is going 
to serve as a Missionary in New Guinea. 

December 3, 2011 
11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. 

They will have Stew & Chili and an auction. 
Contact Tabernacle Baptist Church @ 903-866-2315 

for more information.  


