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STANDING IN FAITH
by Jonathan McClintock

Now here is an encouraging article 
headline: “Too Much Sitting Is 
Killing You (Even If You Exercise) .” 

No, I did not make that up . This headline 
comes from livescience .com . In fact, if 
you do a simple Google search about how 
sitting kills, you will find many more articles 
from numerous sources warning people of 
the dangers of a sedentary lifestyle .

The facts do not suggest that we 
should never sit down; that would be 
nearly impossible . However, medical 
professionals are worried about how 
much we sit . “More than one-half of an 
average person’s day is spent being 
sedentary—sitting, watching television or 
working at a computer” (Dr . David Alter, 
livescience .com) . In fact, several studies 
have produced grim findings, including 
the extremely high number of diseases 
developed by those who have sedentary 
lifestyles .

One researcher suggests, “Moments 
when you’re sitting, think of ways to 
stand . Move as much as you can when 
you’re not exercising” (Aviroop Biswas, 
livescience .com) . It appears this research 
has led many to respond by focusing 
on standing more often and for longer 
periods of time for the benefit of their 
own health . Watches and fitness bands 
now alert people to stand multiple times 

a day . More and more office cubicles are 
seeing the replacement of the standard 
desk with a standing desk .

It definitely seems standing can help 
physical health, but perhaps the same 
can be said about spiritual health . The 
metaphor of standing is used often in 
Scripture to depict an individual who is 
resolute and determined in their faith . We 
cannot properly battle the enemy when 
we are seated, unengaged, and stagnant . 
Instead, we are urged by the apostle Paul 
to stand!

Wherefore take unto you the 
whole armour of God, that ye 
may be able to withstand in the 
evil day, and having done all, to 
stand. (Ephesians 6:13)

Spiritually speaking, standing is not a 
physical condition . You may be flat on your 
back because of sickness, but you can be 
standing in faith . You may be knocked to 
your knees in battle, but through prayer 
you can be standing in faith . As the Focus 
Thought in lesson number five of this 
Summer quarter will declare, “We must 
stand in faith even if things do not seem 
to work out in our favor .”

Refuse to sit in faith . It is not good for 
your spiritual well-being . Instead, “Watch 
ye, stand fast in the faith, quit you like 
men, be strong” (I Corinthians 16:13) . 
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LESSON MANUAL
This Lesson Manual has been developed with the goal of providing teachers numerous options 
to assist in preparation and delivery of each lesson .

In each lesson you will find a Focus Thought, Focus Verse, and Lesson Text that lay a foundation 
and give direction for the material that is to be presented . Questions are dispersed throughout 
the body of each lesson to provoke thought and spark discussion . We urge teachers to use these 
questions as a means of helping students apply each portion of the lesson .

STUDENT WORKBOOK  
The Student Workbook has been organized in such a way that students are given the tools to 
not only follow the major points of each lesson but will also have a tool to further their personal 
discipleship and devotion throughout the week .

1 . The Focus Thought, Focus Verse, and Culture Connection have been included in the 
Student Workbook .

2 . The Lesson Outline has also been included to give the student a template to follow as the 
lesson is being taught . In addition, certain parts of the outline correspond with the daily 
discipleship prompts in the Approach section . This is designed to show what part of the 
lesson corresponds to the particular day’s lesson text and application questions .

3 . The Approach section is designed to give the student daily discipleship prompts by 
including portions of the lesson and application questions . The flexibility of this section 
allows for the student to follow along and interact during class, to become familiar with 
the lesson content before class, or to spend time in review during the week following class .

4 . The Ask and Apply questions are presented for the purpose of helping the student 
contemplate the truths of Scripture and the content of the lesson . The questions are 
taken directly from the Lesson Manual and are designed to help the student apply what 
is being taught .

POWERPOINTS  
To access your free PowerPoints visit: Pentecostalpublishing .com/wappt
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           FOCUS VERSE  
I Timothy 3:16

And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, 
justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, 
received up into glory.

           LESSON TEXT 
Isaiah 7:14

14 Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear 
a son, and shall call his name Immanuel . 

Isaiah 9:6
6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his 

shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace .

I Timothy 3:14–16
14 These things write I unto thee, hoping to come unto thee shortly:
15 But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the 

house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth .
16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, 

justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, 
received up into glory .

FOCUS THOUGHT
Jesus’ identity is without controversy in the Apostolic church.

Without Controversy

Lesson 1
June 6, 2021
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
President Lyndon B . Johnson promised 

American citizens in 1964, “We are not about to 
send American boys nine or ten thousand miles 
away from home to do what Asian boys ought 
to be doing for themselves .” The following year 
President Johnson approved the deployment 
of American troops into Vietnam; the President 
had broken his promise . In the election of 
1968, President Johnson decided not to run for 
reelection . Republican President-elect Richard 
M . Nixon ran on the campaign promise to stop 
sending troops to Vietnam . Nixon claimed he 
had a “secret plan to end the war .” In December 
1969, roughly eleven months after taking office, 
President Nixon initiated the first draft lottery 
since World War II . The president had broken his 
promise . In April 1975 the last American troops 
evacuated Vietnam following the fall of Saigon . 
Broken promises had left scars on the hearts of 
the American people .

In contrast, today we are going to discuss 
some promises that are sure and steadfast 
regarding Jesus Christ and His church .

 

        OUTLINE
I. THE MYSTERY OF GODLINESS

A .  Old Testament Prophets Predicted the 
Incarnation

B .  Messiah Was Revealed in the New 
Testament

C .  Jesus’ Identity Was without Controversy 
in the Early Church

II.  JESUS WAS GOD MANIFEST IN FLESH
A . Justified in the Spirit
B . Seen of Angels
C . Preached unto the Gentiles
D . Believed On in the World
E . Received Up into Glory

         CULTURE CONNECTION
KNEE DEEP IN SILVER DOLLARS

If you flip a coin, you have a fifty percent chance of guessing whether it will be 
heads or tails . If you play rock paper scissors, you have a thirty-three percent chance 
of guessing the right response . If you guess a number between one and one hundred, 
you have a one percent chance of guessing the right number . But let us make it more 
difficult to guess the right answer . Cover the state of Texas knee deep in silver dollars—
all 268,597 square miles of it . Mark one of those silver dollars with a Sharpie and 
ask a blindfolded man or woman to find the marked silver dollar on the first try . The 
possibility of that happening lives just outside the gated neighborhood of impossible . 

According to Peter Stoner—retired chairman of mathematics and astronomy at 
Pasadena City College—that outcome would be the probability of Jesus fulfilling just 
eight Old Testament prophecies about Himself by chance (a probability of one in one 
hundred quadrillion—the number one with seventeen zeroes to follow) . The prophets 
predicted Jesus would be born of a virgin, in Bethlehem, from the line of Abraham, 
and from the tribe of Judah . He would be called Immanuel, spend a season in Egypt, 
and follow a forerunner . Over two hundred more prophecies predicted His incarnation, 
birth, life, death, and resurrection .  

If Jesus was just a man, those prophecies would have fallen unfulfilled . But He was 
not just a man; He was God in flesh . And He was on the throne, even when He was in 
the manger, on the cross, or in the tomb .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES
One does not have to look far to notice how indebted the New Testament is to 

the Old Testament . Matthew, the first book of the New Testament, begins with a 
chronology attesting to the Hebraic heritage of the Scriptures . Luke also contains 
a similar chronology . In addition to chronologies, the New Testament references 
the Old Testament quite often to indicate fulfilled messianic prophecy . Unlike the 
United States presidents mentioned earlier, our God is a promise keeper . The New 
Testament presents these promises to us as a testimony of God’s faithfulness .

I. THE MYSTERY OF GODLINESS
Paul’s use of mystery, or the Greek word musterion, is not like our use of mystery . For 

many of us, a mystery entails something that cannot be known . For inquiring minds a 
mystery may be something presently unknown that one is working to discover . Paul 
does not use mystery in either of these ways . In fact, here he spoils the mystery . 
When Paul said, “Great is the mystery of godliness,” a loose paraphrase might be 
“Spoiler alert! I’m going to tell you the mystery of godliness .” In I Timothy 3:16, 
Paul revealed just exactly what the mystery was . However, Paul was not revealing 
something new to the biblical text . What Paul revealed in I Timothy 3:16 was already 
contained in the Old Testament .

 » Why do some feel the mystery of the Godhead is something we can never understand?

A. Old Testament Prophets Predicted the Incarnation
In Isaiah 7:14 Isaiah declared a virgin would conceive and bear a son . Matthew 

connected this prophecy to Jesus’ birth in Matthew 1:18–25, where it is recorded 
that Mary—Jesus’ virgin mother—gave birth to the Son of God . It appears, based on 
the context of Isaiah 8, that Isaiah interpreted the birth of a child by his prophetess 
wife as a sign that God was with them . So which child was the promised child? Was 
it the child of Isaiah 8, or the child of Matthew 1? The answer is both . This prophetic 
connection is an example of a double fulfillment—a point where a prophecy is 
fulfilled twice . Usually the first fulfillment refers to the immediate context and the 
second to a greater and usually messianic fulfillment . 

When Matthew quoted Isaiah 7:14 in Matthew 1:23, he quoted from the Septuagint 
like all other New Testament writers . The Septuagint was a Greek translation of the 
Hebrew Old Testament . In the Septuagint the Greek word parthenos was used to 
represent the Hebrew word almah . The word parthenos may bring to mind images 
of the Parthenon located in Athens, Greece . The structure was named in honor of 
the Greek virgin goddess, Athena . Therefore, parthenos has only one legitimate 
interpretation, “a virgin .” God used the translation of the Septuagint to make clear 
that the Incarnation would be born through a virgin birth—the ultimate sign that God 
was with us . God would take up residence among humans as a human being Himself .
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B. Messiah Was Revealed in the New Testament
Isaiah uttered another important prophecy in Isaiah 9:6 . This verse is an important 

part of many Christmas celebrations and famously referenced in Handel’s Messiah . 
However, it bears a greater legacy: This child could not be Isaiah’s child (Isaiah 8:3), 
because this child born must also be a son that is given . Jesus is the Son of God, who 
literally gave Himself to the world as a payment for the price of sin . Prophetic titles 
attached to Isaiah’s prophecy could not apply to Isaiah’s son . Truly the name of Jesus 
is wonderful (Philippians 2:9–11) . He is the counselor through the Holy Spirit (John 
14:26–28) . This Son of God would also be the mighty God who possesses all the power 
and authority of God (Matthew 28:18) . This child would also be the everlasting Father 
(John 10:30) . Finally this child and son would be the Prince of Peace, which seems to 
indicate that His rule and leadership would be characterized by peace, instead of war .

C. Jesus’ Identity Was without Controversy in the Early Church
The theology of the New Testament regarding the Godhead, although complex, 

can be professed quite simply . It appears that the one God of the Old Testament was 
made flesh in the person of Jesus Christ (John 1:14) . Following Jesus’ earthly ministry 
and resurrection, He ascended into Heaven to later return as the Holy Spirit within 
the heart of believers (John 16:7) . John’s Gospel and John’s first epistle both use the 
Greek word parakletos to refer to the Holy Spirit (John 14:16, 26; 15:26; 16:7) and to 
Jesus Christ (I John 2:1) . It appears that to John, Jesus and the Holy Spirit following 
Jesus’ ascension were the same . In I Timothy 3:16 Paul appears to be quoting an 
early Christian hymn . Since Paul is quoting an early Christian hymn, this not only 
represents what Paul believed, but also what the early church believed . The Holy 
Spirit inspired Paul to include this hymn to show that there was no controversy 
regarding who Jesus was . Christ’s church must continue to celebrate who He is today .

 »  How can we celebrate Jesus’s identity in our church, in our community, on social 
media, and in the world at large?

II. JESUS WAS GOD MANIFEST IN FLESH
The first Christian heresy was called gnosticism, which refuted the claim that Jesus 

was God manifest in the flesh . The gnostics believed Jesus did not physically rise 
again, but rather that He spiritually rose again . The gnostics were a group of converts 
who had been exposed to Platonism prior to being converted to Christianity . To them, 
flesh was evil and corrupt . As a result of these beliefs, their resulting theology was a 
synthesis of Platonism and Christian thought . New Testament authors writing at the 
end of the first century and beginning of the second century began to emphasize that 
God had been manifested in the flesh . John made this revelation clear in his Gospel 
by highlighting how Thomas touched the scars of the risen Jesus (John 20:24–29) 
and that Jesus ate with the disciples (John 21:10–15) . Of course, the Christological 
hymn Paul quoted in I Timothy 3:16 makes this theology abundantly clear .
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A. Justified in the Spirit
The word justified in the Bible usually bears the meaning of being declared right . 

Some translations use the word vindicated . Vindication involves the action of 
clearing someone of blame or suspicion . This type of thinking is connected to the 
Atonement . 

The basic concept of the Atonement has to do with two ideas: justice and mercy . 
Paul reflected on this thought in Romans 3:21–26 . In verse 25 Paul wrote that God had 
set Jesus “to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his righteousness 
for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God .” Propitiation 
refers to a situation where one party has wronged another . The party that committed 
the offense propitiates the offended party by performing an action to make up for 
the offense . The Greek word hilasterion is translated propitiation . This translation is 
also the word the Septuagint uses to represent the lid of the Ark of the Covenant . This 
word is also used in Hebrews 9:5, where most translations render it as mercy seat . 
In other words Jesus died for the sins of humanity to demonstrate God is just and 
punishes sin . God placed humanity’s punishment upon Himself . 

Finally Paul declared in verse 26 that God did this “to declare, I say, at this time 
his righteousness: that he might be just, and the justifier of him which believeth in 
Jesus .” Due to Christ’s atonement, God is justified in the spirit . It is revealed that 
God declares justice on sin through Christ while offering mercy and justifying, or 
declaring righteous, those who believe in Jesus . This idea is the heart of the good 
news or gospel of Jesus Christ .

 » What do you understand the idea of justification to be?

B. Seen of Angels
Key moments of Jesus’ life and ministry were supervised by angels . The angel 

Gabriel announced the birth of Christ to Mary (Luke 1:30–33) . The angelic host 
praised God as a result of Jesus’ birth (Luke 2:13–14) . Before Herod could carry out 
his plan to kill infant babies, an angel warned Joseph to take his family to Egypt 
(Matthew 2:13–20) . After Jesus fasted in the desert for forty days and was tempted 
by Satan, angels appeared to Jesus and ministered to Him (Matthew 4:11) . While 
Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane shortly before His capture, an angel was 
present to give Jesus strength (Luke 22:43) .  An angel rolled the stone away from 
Jesus’ tomb and announced Jesus’ resurrection to the two Marys (Matthew 28:1–
2, 5–6) . Finally when Jesus ascended into Heaven, two angels were witness to His 
ascension (Acts 1:10) . 

It appears these angelic visitations were a sign of validation for Jesus’ life and 
ministry . Since angels represent and carry out God’s plan, the angelic witness to 
Jesus’ ministry shows that Jesus’ ministry and God’s will are one and the same . 
Therefore, it is significant that Jesus was seen by angels, but more important, that 
as a human man, the angels recognized who Jesus was and validated His identity .
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C. Preached unto the Gentiles
This reference bears witness to the content of preaching within the early apostolic 

church . It was Jesus-centric . Although believers today should be thankful for a personal 
copy of the Bible, early Christians were not afforded such luxuries . For first-century 
Christians, what would become known as the New Testament was inaccessible or 
incomplete . Although it seems likely that New Testament Christians had memorized 
much of the Old Testament, they may not have possessed a copy of the Septuagint 
when traveling . The content of their preaching was the message about Jesus . 

For the early Christians, the experience of hearing the gospel and responding in 
obedience was the fundamental reality of what it meant to be a Christian . Furthermore 
the decision of the Jerusalem Council recorded in Acts 15 attests that Jesus was the 
key message presented to the Gentiles . Certain people believed that the new Gentile 
converts should first be circumcised, that is, to become a Jew before becoming a 
Christian (Acts 15:1) . The council determined that Gentile Christianity was authentic 
without the accompaniment of Judaism . In other words their faith in the message of 
Jesus legitimized their Christian faith instead of circumcision .

 » What is the message of Jesus? Why is this message enough to save someone?

D. Believed On in the World
Not only was Jesus preached to Gentiles, but He was also believed on in the world . 

The narrative progression of Acts intentionally bears this out . The Books of Luke and 
Acts are historical narratives produced by Luke (Luke 1:1–4; Acts 1:1–2), who later 
joined Paul’s missionary party and continued with him to Rome . Acts 16:10 marks a 
significant change in the Acts narrative for an attentive reader . Prior to Acts 16:10 Luke 
used pronouns like he and they to describe the characters of the narrative . In Acts 16:10 
Luke begins using we, which seems to indicate that Luke joined Paul’s group in Troas . 

What a historian chooses to record is significant; through recording an event, 
they report what was witnessed as essential to the historical movement . Even 
though Luke joined Paul in Troas, he painstakingly worked to record the origin 
of the apostolic church . Luke began the Book of Acts with a small band of Jewish 
believers instructed to go wait in Jerusalem for the promise of the Father . While in 
Jerusalem they determined who would replace Judas . The lot fell on Matthias as 
Judas’s replacement . Despite these humble beginnings, the Spirit of the Lord came 
and transformed their reality . 

The apostolic church began as a strictly Jewish movement . However, Luke recorded 
how the movement branched out with the Samaritan Pentecost experience (Acts 
8:14–17) and the Gentile Pentecost experience at Cornelius’s house (Acts 10:44–
48) . Eventually Gentile Christianity was legitimized by the Jewish elders in Jerusalem 
(Acts 15:1–35) . At the end of the Book of Acts, Luke presented Paul as spending two 
years preaching the gospel in Rome—the heart of the empire (Acts 28:30–31) . Acts 
marked the progression between two cities, or two worlds . It began in the Jewish 
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world and concluded in the heart of the Roman world . Surely this is a testament to 
Jesus who was “believed on in the world” (I Timothy 3:16) . 

E. Received Up into Glory
Excluding Jesus, two biblical figures have been “received up into glory”—Enoch and 

Elijah . When we understand the significance of these figures being “received up into 
glory,” we will understand the significance of Jesus’ ascension . Very little is said about 
Enoch (Genesis 5:21–24) . However, what is said is significant . Enoch walked faithfully 
with God and at some point, God took him to Heaven . Therefore, being taken to Heaven 
by God indicates God finds the life of that individual legitimate and acceptable . 

How Elijah was taken to Heaven in a whirlwind accompanied by horses and a 
chariot of fire bears an even greater significance . Not only did God approve of Elijah’s 
ministry and remove him when that earthly ministry had been completed, but God 
also passed Elijah’s ministry on to another . In fact Elisha not only received Elijah’s 
ministry but a “double portion” (II Kings 2:9–10) . 

Two significant events projected onto Jesus’ ascension were (1) by Jesus’ ascension 
into Heaven, God declared that the ministry of Jesus had been accepted and was 
the work of the only legitimate Messiah, and (2) by allowing the fledgling church to 
witness His ascension (Mark 16:14–20; Luke 24:50–52; Acts 1:4–11), Jesus ensured 
that the “double portion” of His ministry passed on to them . It was for these two 
reasons that the early church celebrated Jesus’ ascension . 

 »  Since I Timothy 3:16 was a hymn of the early apostolic church, what effect should 
witnessing the impressive theology of such hymns have upon us? What effect should 
this idea have upon how we select worship music? How important is it that we 
celebrate in word and in song the theology of the Scripture?

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
Messianic prophecy and the words of I Timothy 3:16 remind us that we are not 

sitting in an Apostolic church by accident . Messianic prophecy testifies that Jesus 
is the promised Messiah of Israel and the Savior of the world . This teaching shows 
believers that the faith we have received is not the result of random events or a 
cosmic accident, nor is it the work of diligent and determined people of faith . It is a 
work of God that is continuing in us today . We are the ministry of Jesus . 

At the beginning of Acts, Luke reflected on his former volume while writing to 
Theophilus . Luke’s former volume is the Gospel that bears his name . Luke said this 
volume was “of all that Jesus began both to do and teach” (Acts 1:1) . In other words, 
Luke was saying that his Gospel was only the beginning . However, Jesus is only in the 
Acts narrative for ten verses . So how did Jesus continue to do and teach through the 
Acts narrative? His church, which Paul often referred to as His body, continues Jesus’ 
ministry . In multiple churches spread across numerous cities, states, provinces, and 
nations, Jesus is still continuing to do and teach . The most wonderful blessing is that 
God has invited us to be a part .
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        FOCUS VERSE  
II Timothy 2:15

Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth .

        LESSON TEXT 
II Timothy 2:14–19

14 Of these things put them in remembrance, charging them before the Lord that they strive 
not about words to no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers .

15 Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 
rightly dividing the word of truth .

16 But shun profane and vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness .
17 And their word will eat as doth a canker: of whom is Hymenaeus and Philetus;
18 Who concerning the truth have erred, saying that the resurrection is past already; and 

overthrow the faith of some .
19 Nevertheless the foundation of God standeth sure, having this seal, The Lord knoweth 

them that are his . And, Let every one that nameth the name of Christ depart from iniquity .

FOCUS THOUGHT
To know Jesus in His fulness, we should be diligent in studying God’s Word.

Lesson 2
June 13, 2021

Rightly Dividing the Word
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
Do-it-yourself projects, or DIY, as they are 

often called, are popular today . The reason is not 
necessarily the high cost of paying for repairs but 
likely because of buzz around online community 
sites such as YouTube . If someone wants to try a 
DIY repair, they will not have to look very long to 
find a video telling them how to perform the repair . 
It is easy to find videos covering subjects from car 
repair to plumbing to cooking and so on . What 
someone might have had to call a repairman for in 
the past can now be found on YouTube . Despite the 
popularity of DIY, the old saying holds true: “Tools 
do not make a mechanic .” Furthermore cookbooks 
do not make a chef . 

Although there are some things we can “do-
it-yourself,” there are also a great deal of tasks 
where expert help is absolutely necessary . 
Having a Bible does not make someone a 
minister . In fact, reading and studying the Bible 
does not guarantee we will become productive 
and effective ministers . In our lesson text, Paul 
gives Timothy some guidelines to further develop 
his ministry that we should take to heart today .

        OUTLINE
I. YOUNG PASTOR TIMOTHY

A . Paul Exhorted Timothy to Study
B . Seek Approval from God
C . Rightly Divide the Word
D .  We Must Handle God’s Word with 

Respect

II. FAITHFUL TO THE CALL
A . Faithfully Use the Word of God
B . We Must Study to Understand God’s Word
C .  To Know Jesus in His Fulness, We Should 

Be Diligent in Studying God’s Word

         CULTURE CONNECTION
JE VOUS AIME

Meet Marcel and Magdalene . Marcel was a young man in love in 1875, eking out his 
living as a painter in Paris . Magdalene was the love of his life . He wanted to show her 
how much he loved her, so he hired a scribe to write “Je vous aime”—which is “I love 
you” in French—1,875,000 times . 

Marcel could have run off to paint in order to earn the money he was paying the 
scribe for his letter, but he stood right by his side through every word . He told his 
hired hand, “Repeat after me, and then write down the words I say .” For hours, Marcel 
said, “Je vous aime,” the scribe repeated, “Je vous aime,” and then he wrote, “Je vous 
aime .” Marcel and the scribe said and scribed “Je vous aime” out loud and on paper 
5,625,000 times .

This love letter comes in a distant second place to the love letter authored by God 
and penned by His people . His love letter is compiled into sixty-six books we call the 
Bible . The Bible is everything we need to hear from God, learn about God, know the 
plan of God, feel the heart of God, and do the will of God . Men and women of like 
passions are found within its pages, who faced the same temptations we face and 
fought the same battles we fight . God inspired His writers to write, so we would see 
examples of what to do and what not to do . That instruction was God’s gift . We open 
that gift every time we open His Word .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES
Paul’s letters to Timothy and Titus are often referred to as the Pastoral Epistles . 

These letters are unique in the Pauline corpus . They are personal letters from Paul, 
like Philemon, which are written to individuals instead of churches . However, these 
letters are unique in that Titus and Timothy were Paul’s associates in the ministry . 
Paul often involved these two workers in churches he had founded or those in which 
he was actively involved . For example, Timothy helped Paul establish churches at 
Philippi, Thessalonica, and Berea (Acts 16:1–17:14) . Six of Paul’s epistles to churches 
mentioned Timothy in the greetings . Tradition holds that Timothy remained a leader 
at the church of Ephesus following Paul’s death and was eventually martyred for 
his faith . In the Pastoral Epistles, Paul addressed a vast array of ministerial issues, 
such as the qualifications of a minister, practical wisdom on how a minister should 
approach a task, and how a minister should use the Word of God . 

Second Timothy bears a certain amount of urgency as this letter appears to be the 
last letter Paul wrote during his imprisonment in Rome . It is clear from his tone, Paul 
was involved in a compassionate correspondence with someone he regarded as a 
son (II Timothy 1:2) . In the midst of this letter, Paul gives the reader fundamental 
wisdom regarding ministry, in particular, pastoral ministry . To read this letter as a dry 
discourse on pastoral ministry would be artificial and take away from the weight of 
the occasion .

I. YOUNG PASTOR TIMOTHY
Paul wrote to Timothy because it appears he was lonely during his imprisonment . 

However, he was also concerned for the welfare of the churches because of the 
persecution that was taking place under Emperor Nero . Paul explained that Phygelus, 
Hermogenes, and Demas (II Timothy 4:10) had all forsaken him . Additionally Paul noted 
that Hymenaeus and Philetus had been teaching that the coming of the Lord was already 
past . As a result of their ministry, Paul said, the faith of others was being overthrown . 

Clearly Paul was experiencing a lot of anxiety regarding the state of the church 
during his incarceration . Only Luke, the writer of both the Gospel of Luke and the 
Acts of the Apostles, remained with Paul during his incarceration . This imprisonment 
was different than Paul’s first Roman incarceration at the conclusion of Acts . Some 
scholars believe Paul was released from house arrest after two years, went on a 
fourth missionary journey to Spain (during which Paul wrote I Timothy and Titus), 
and later returned to Rome where he was imprisoned by Nero . 

It appears Paul was imprisoned in a cold place as he asked Timothy to bring him 
a coat, along with his scrolls and papers (II Timothy 4:13) . Paul trusted Timothy and 
desired his company . Twice in the letter, Paul asked Timothy to visit (II Timothy 4:9, 
21), as Timothy was unique to Paul . Paul would tell the Philippians he had no other 
companion like him (Philippians 2:19–24) . At this pivotal moment, Paul reached out 
to his young apprentice for help and to share with him wisdom and counsel .
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 » How can we help encourage others in their walk with God?

A. Paul Exhorted Timothy to Study
Paul recognized that an effective minister must continue to study the Word of 

God and the work of ministry . Paul admonished Timothy to “study to shew thyself 
approved unto God” (II Timothy 2:15) . In other words, it would be his diligent study 
that would garner God’s approval . It would be his continued study that would 
produce and maintain Timothy as an effective minister . The same is true of ministers 
today . Ministers who stop studying cannot take their congregation any further . The 
minister’s failure to grow spiritually governs the potential growth of the congregation . 

An effective minister is knowledgeable in the Word of God, Christian theology, 
Christian spirituality, and pastoral care of all believers from young to old . In addition 
to the above tasks, the contemporary minister may wish to become proficient in 
finances, non-profit leadership, building maintenance, ethical conduct, and other 
legal matters . It is through knowledge and genuine care that ministers receive 
approval and fidelity from the congregation they serve .

B. Seek Approval from God
Not only does the minister look for approval, acceptance, and assurance from the 

congregation, but most important, the minister seeks approval from God . At the 
end of the day, what matters most is not a pleased congregation, but a God who is 
pleased with our ministry . This assertion does not mean that ministers are justified 
in abusing or neglecting a congregation because they are too busy “pleasing God .” 
However, this does mean a happy congregation is not always a sure sign that a pastor 
is working with God’s approval . The hearts of ministers await the day when they hear 
Jesus say, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant” (Matthew 25:21) . We must all 
strive to please the Lord with all the responsibilities, gifting, and callings He has put 
into our hands . 

 »  Why does it seem, at times, we value the approval of others more than the approval  
of God?

C. Rightly Divide the Word
Ministers must seek to “rightly divide” the Word of truth . The words rightly divide 

represent the word orthotomeó in Greek . This verb is interesting because it is a 
compound verb—a verb formed by putting two words together . The first word is 
orthós, which is connected to the English word orthodoxy, meaning “right doctrine .” 
Some people receive braces to straighten their teeth . The specialist who installs and 
cares for those with braces is called an orthodontist . Therefore, the range of orthós 
has to do with something being right and straight . The second word, temnō, means 
“to cut .” Other translations use the words “rightly handling,” “accurately handling,” 
or “straightly cutting,” for the word orthotomeó . If there is a “right way” to handle 



16

God’s Word, there also must be a “wrong way” to use the Word of God . As fellow 
laborers studying God’s Word, we must strive to use God’s Word correctly . 

D. We Must Handle God’s Word with Respect
When visualizing the word workman, it is natural to think of the idea of tools . In the 

practice of ministry, ministers are working with the Word of God to accomplish the 
labor of ministry . A gifted workman does not only know about and understand the 
function of his tools, but he is also skilled in using his tools . Some of the tools we 
have at our disposal are historical and cultural resources, grammatical and literary 
resources, in addition to the experience and wisdom of other pastors and ministers . 
Sometimes the process of correctly interpreting God’s Word is described using the 
words hermeneutics and exegesis . 

The Bible was written in distinctive historical settings, within unique cultures . In 
order to best understand the meaning of any given biblical text, interpreters should 
seek to unearth what that text may have meant to its original audience . Theologians 
sometimes refer to this concept as finding the stiz im leben, which is German for 
“setting in life .” When we know the setting in life of the original audience, we can 
best understand what God is speaking to us through the Scriptures . 

The use of literary resources is also extremely important . Before drawing implica-
tions about the meaning of any given text, we should make sure we understand the 
English grammar of the text . If the grammar or language of the particular translation 
you may be using seems hard to understand, consulting other translations may bring 
clarity . Although the original languages are accessible through printed and electron-
ic materials (e .g ., concordances, lexicons, and dictionaries), some may struggle to 
adequately understand Hebrew and Greek, if not formally trained in their use . 

Finally Bible interpretation is meant to be performed in community . Because 
we have pastors and other ministers active in our lives, we should consult them 
in our study . Nearly every New Testament book was originally written to groups of 
Christians . With this thought in mind, it is important to strive to study and interpret 
their meaning and applications in the context of community . 

 » Why should we study the Word of God?

II. FAITHFUL TO THE CALL
Timothy was tasked by Paul multiple times to remain faithful to the call . In 

II Timothy, Paul encouraged Timothy to uphold the gospel that had been entrusted to 
him (II Timothy 1:14), to continue faithfully in it (II Timothy 3:14), to preach the Word 
at all times (II Timothy 4:2), and finally, to suffer for it if necessary (II Timothy 1:8; 
2:3) . Based on Timothy’s previous history with Paul, it seems that he continued to 
remain faithful to the Word of God and His calling .
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A. Faithfully Use the Word of God
In II Timothy 3:16, Paul affirmed that, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God .” 

The word inspiration comes from the Greek word, theopneustos, which means “God 
breathed .” This word is another compound word in Greek putting the noun for God, 
theós, and the verb pnéō, meaning to “breathe out .” This definition implies that the 
Word of God flows from the very mouth of God . 

Believers should also notice that Paul cited examples that God’s Word is profitable, 
or useful:  “for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness .” Additionally 
in verse 15, Paul explained that the Scriptures “are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus .” This Scripture is good for rebuking, 
correcting, and training in righteous living . 

The Scriptures are also useful in giving us wisdom for salvation . Finally Paul 
explained in Romans 15:4 that the Scriptures were written for our learning: to give 
us hope and encourage us as we wait for the fulfillment of God’s promises . The 
Scripture has a variety of functions for “a workman that needeth not to be ashamed” 
(II Timothy 2:15) to complete his ministerial task . All ministers should strive to use 
God’s Word according to its usefulness . If ministers do not use the Word according 
to its usefulness, they are wrongly dividing (II Timothy 2:15) the Word of truth . For 
example, the Bible does make some scientific assertions; however, it is not a book of 
science . Additionally the Bible has insight into healthy human functioning; however, 
it is not primarily a guide for practicing medicine or counseling . We must use the Bible 
for what it is . To fail in this respect is to misuse and abuse the integrity of the Bible .

B. We Must Study to Understand God’s Word
In the previous section, Romans 15:4 was cited to explain that the Scriptures were 

written for our learning . Here Paul made an important distinction . The Scriptures 
were written for us, but they were not written directly to us . For example, Paul’s letter 
to Rome was written to a congregation located in the city of Rome in the first century . 
Though the Book of Romans is bursting with theological content that is for our 
benefit, in order to understand it in its original context, we must remember that Paul 
wrote the letter to the church at Rome . Since the Bible is written by human authors to 
human recipients in specific cultures, times, and places very different from our own, 
we must study God’s Word with that reality in mind .

Earlier we discussed how to respect God’s Word . In order to fully respect God’s 
Word, we must approach God’s Word for what it is rather than for what we would 
have it to be . It is beyond doubt that God inspired the biblical writers (II Timothy 
3:16, II Peter 1:21); however, it is also beyond doubt that the Bible was produced with 
human hands in unique cultures and situations . As we grow in our understanding 
of God’s Word, we will develop a deeper respect for the Word and become more 
capable of using the Word effectively for His glory .

 » What has been helpful for you in learning to understand God’s Word?
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C. To Know Jesus in His Fullness, We Should Be Diligent in Studying God’s Word
To increase the intimacy of our relationship with Jesus, we must be diligent in 

studying God’s Word . In addition to the Bible being God’s Word, the Bible also 
attests to someone else being the Word of God . John 1:1 declares, “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God .” In verse 14, 
John wrote that “the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth .” Just as 
God spoke Creation into existence (Genesis 1:1–3), God’s Word has creative power, 
just as the Word was made flesh . God’s creative power, authority, and voice are now 
embodied in the person, work, and words of Jesus Christ . 

When we read, study, and meditate on the Bible, which was inspired by the Holy 
Spirit, we come into community with Jesus Christ—the Word of God that was made 
flesh . We access God’s creative voice in His Word . When we put His Word into our 
minds and hearts, it creates new life within us . It is impossible to fully experience 
Jesus Christ apart from sharing community with Him through His Word . This study 
of the Word is a different discipline than worship, prayer, praise, or listening to 
preaching and teaching . We must be in His Word . When we are in His Word, we are 
where God has spoken and has chosen for His Words to dwell . Perhaps Charles 
Spurgeon, a renown nineteenth-century British minister said it best: “Visit many 
good books, but live in the Bible” (www .goodreads .com) .

 »  Why is it important to use God’s Word appropriately? Has God’s Word been useful in 
your life in the ways specified by Paul in Romans and II Timothy? How have you felt 
the creative power of God while reading, studying, or meditating on the Bible?

         INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
The relationship between Paul and Timothy should remind us of an important 

concept: every generation needs the next generation . Due to the finite nature of 
life, all of us may experience a time of growth and development—a time in our so-
called prime where we grow and develop others . To put this thought in the context of 
generational groupings: baby boomers are needed to help guide millennials in their 
spiritual growth and maturity, and millennials need to encourage those much older 
than them . Both groups equally need the other just as Paul needed Timothy and 
Timothy needed Paul . 

In response to this lesson, it is important for the younger to ask themselves, “Who 
is an elder that I allow to speak into my life on a regular basis?” Likewise, the older 
should ask themselves, “Who is a young adult I can help grow in their spiritual 
walk?” If no one readily comes to mind, today your mission is to identify a candidate 
and begin to develop that relationship . If we do not develop the next generation, our 
generation’s progress will go no farther . In a relay race, we must pass the baton to 
another . Let us ensure that a runner is prepared for the task by guiding, developing, 
and most of all, loving and encouraging them along the way . 
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           FOCUS VERSE  
Titus 2:13

Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour 
Jesus Christ.

           LESSON TEXT 
Titus 2:11–15

11 For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men,
12 Teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, 

righteously, and godly, in this present world;
13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and our 

Saviour Jesus Christ;
14 Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto 

himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works .
15 These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority . Let no man despise thee .

FOCUS THOUGHT
Salvation gives us hope for the glorious appearing of Jesus Christ.

Amazing Grace 

Lesson 3
June 20, 2021



20

        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
In 1779 John Newton described his personal 

experience of conversion in his best-known 
hymn, “Amazing Grace .” In the first stanza he 
reflected on his life-changing experience of 
being wretched, lost, and blind; comparing it to 
being saved, found, and able to see . Then in the 
fourth stanza, he reflected on the ultimate hope 
of all Christians . He wrote,

When we’ve been there ten thousand years 
Bright shining as the sun, 
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise 
Than when we first begun. 

This grace is our blessed hope, amazing and 
beyond the limited comprehension of mortal 
minds .

        OUTLINE
I. GOD’S GRACE SAVES US

A . Salvation to All
B . We Can Experience God’s Saving Grace

II. GOD’S GRACE TEACHES US
A . To Deny Ungodliness and Worldly Lust
B . To Live Soberly, Righteously, and Godly
C .  We Must Allow God’s Grace to Be at 

Work in Us

III.  GOD’S GRACE GIVES US A BLESSED 
HOPE

A . Looking for His Glorious Appearing
B . We Will Live Forever with Our Savior

         CULTURE CONNECTION
SCRIPTURE OR SCOTTISH PROVERB?

We begin with a quiz . Some of the following quotes are Scripture, but some just 
sound like it . Do you know the difference? “Cleanliness is next to godliness .” “The 
Lord works in mysterious ways .” “A man who has lost his hair and is bald is clean .” 
“Confession is good for the soul .” “A continual dripping on a very rainy day and a 
contentious woman are alike .” “This too shall pass .” “Little is much when God is in it .” 
“God helps those who help themselves .” 

Only two of those quotes are actually found between Genesis and Revelation . They 
are “a man who has lost his hair and is bald is clean” (Leviticus 13:40, NIV) and “a 
continual dripping on a very rainy day and a contentious woman are alike” (Proverbs 
27:15, NKJV) . The rest of the above quotes only sound like they might be Scripture . 
“Confession is good for the soul” is an old Scottish proverb dating back to the mid-
1800s . Benjamin Franklin is often credited for saying, “God helps those who help 
themselves .” The truth is God helps those who cannot help themselves . 

If we could save ourselves, we would, but we cannot . That is why we need God’s grace . 
God helps those who cannot help themselves . That is called grace . God’s grace brings 
salvation and helps us to say “no” to sin and “yes” to God . God’s grace purchased our 
salvation and makes it available to us through the currency of our faith . Jesus provides 
every good gift we will need, and He is preparing a place called Heaven we will one day 
call home . Little wonder John Newton put pen to paper and called God’s grace amazing .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. GOD’S GRACE SAVES US
In His own image and after His pleasure, God created Adam and Eve . Humanity became 

the final and finest work of Creation . Though the worlds were spoken into existence, God 
formed Adam out of the dust of the ground with a personal touch and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life . In return man became a living soul, never to die .

When Adam and Eve sinned, their relationship with God and all humanity changed . 
Humans became mortal and would now experience death . The Tree of Life in the 
Garden of Eden became accessible no longer . The serpent and the ground were 
cursed, while Adam and Eve were subject to sorrows . Eve would experience sorrow 
in the pain of childbirth, while Adam would suffer hardship as he toiled in the earth 
and labored to produce that which would sustain their lives . Rather than a curse for 
human beings, the Lord provided a promised hope of redemption for them . 

The heel of humanity was bruised by the serpent, but the head of the serpent was 
to be bruised by the offspring of humanity—Jesus Christ (Genesis 3:15) . The hope of 
salvation would come through childbearing (I Timothy 2:15) . In this promise, we find 
God’s desire to save humanity, not destroy it, even though it spiraled downward, 
deeper and deeper into sin .

Genesis 6 reveals a thread of ten righteous men from Adam to Noah who lived 
acceptably before God . However, the wickedness of humanity was great upon the 
earth and every imagination of their heart was only evil continually (Genesis 6:5) . 
God repented and thought to destroy His creation . But Noah found grace in the eyes 
of the Lord (Genesis 6:7–8) . 

A. Salvation to All
This first mention of grace in the Bible is directly connected to salvation . Noah 

found grace and his family was saved from the great destruction of the Flood . Though 
salvation by grace was initially experienced by one family, God’s intent was for 
everyone to be covered by grace . His desire is that none should perish, but that all 
should come to repentance (II Peter 3:9) . Titus echoed Peter’s statement by saying 
that the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men (Titus 2:11) . As 
the sacrificial lamb, Jesus Christ shed His blood for the sin of all people . God’s grace 
is not limited, but it is available to all who will believe . 

 » Discuss how God’s grace is subject to faith in Jesus Christ.

B. We Can Experience God’s Saving Grace
Paul wrote, “All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23) . Truly 

no one is righteous and without flaw . And as the examples in Scripture have taught us, 
no flesh can be justified by the Law (Romans 3:20) . But God’s grace, through faith in 
Jesus Christ, allows His righteousness to become available to all who believe . 
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The Law brings knowledge and knowledge brings judgement . Judgement brings 
condemnation, and condemnation ends in death . But grace brings mercy and faith to 
receive righteousness and life, even life eternal . The commission of Jesus was for His 
disciples to preach the gospel (Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection) to all the world . 
Whoever would believe and obey the gospel would be saved . We are saved by grace and 
not of our own works (Ephesians 2:5, 8) . Therefore, it is by faith in Jesus Christ that we 
experience the gospel the apostles preached . We do so through repentance, baptism 
in Jesus’ name, and the infilling of the Holy Ghost (Acts 2:38) . Salvation initially and 
forever is experienced by grace and is available to all people . It is for whosoever will . 

At Pentecost, when Peter preached to the Jews gathered at Jerusalem, he preached 
unto them Jesus of Nazareth, whom they had crucified and whom God had raised 
up (Acts 2:23, 32) . His message brought to them a realization of their sin . They were 
pricked in their hearts, knowing judgement waited (Acts 2:37) . Judgment always 
follows condemnation and eventually brings death . But grace came by Jesus Christ, 
whom Peter preached to them . They believed, repented, were baptized, and were 
filled with the Holy Ghost that day according to Peter’s instructions . Salvation was 
destined to go beyond Pentecost . Peter said that this gift of grace, this promise of 
the Holy Ghost, is “unto you, and to your children, and to all that are afar off, even 
as many as the Lord our God shall call” (Acts 2:39) . The miracle experience of His 
amazing grace still saves today .

II. GOD’S GRACE TEACHES US
Grace has been identified as God’s favor, more specifically, God’s unmerited favor in 

salvation . Paul said it clearly in Ephesians 2:8, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; 
and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God .” While this is true, the English translation 
of the New Testament does not capture the variety of meanings for the Greek . The New 
Testament uses “grace” to reference favor, joy, gratitude, thanks, a gift, assistance in 
labor, strength in weakness, and more . I Peter 4:10 identifies it as manifold grace:

As every man hath received the gift, even so minister the same one to 
another, as good stewards of the manifold grace of God.

In “this sense ‘grace’ is almost a synonym for the Spirit, and there is little real 
difference between ‘full of the Holy Spirit’ and ‘full of grace and power’ in Acts 6:5, 
Acts 6:8” (The International Standard Bible Encyclopedia) . In simplicity, grace is the 
blanket covering for every act of God toward human beings . As Jesus increased in 
wisdom and stature, He also grew in favor with God and man (Luke 2:52) . We too are 
dependent upon God’s grace to teach us what we need to become mature Christians .  

A. To Deny Ungodliness and Worldly Lust
Grace first teaches us what we should not do . The attractions of the world appeal 

to our carnal natures . The lusts of the flesh entice us to sin and to become ungodly . 
When distracted by the world, we lose the vision of God’s holy nature and His 



23

kingdom, which is not of this world (John 18:36) . We must choose whom we will serve 
and deny all that is contrary to that allegiance . Luke said that a servant can serve but 
one master, not two (Luke 16:13) . God is holy . All ungodliness and worldly lusts grieve 
the Holy Spirit and restrict God’s blessings, clouding vision and spiritual sensitivity . 

To deny is to limit access . When the destroyer is prevented entrance, peace prevails 
and blessings abound . The blessed and the ungodly are contrasted in Psalm 1 . There 
are great blessings in not doing that which is ungodly in our walk, in our standing, 
and in our sitting . 

Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor 
standeth in the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his 
delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and 
night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth 
forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he 
doeth shall prosper. The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the 
wind driveth away. Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, 
nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. For the Lord knoweth the 
way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish. (Psalm 1)

 »  Can you recall a time when you decided not to do something, and it was followed by a 
blessing from the Lord? Explain.

B. To Live Soberly, Righteously, and Godly
Grace teaches us what to do and what not to do . The Book of Ephesians teaches 

us to walk circumspectly—be aware of our surroundings—“not as fools, but as wise, 
redeeming the time” and considering the evil of our day (Ephesians 5:15–17) . Paul, 
in writing to Titus, his son in the gospel, described the importance of living soberly, 
righteously, and godly in this present world (Titus 2:13) .

Living soberly means to be seriously conscious of the spiritual while denying evil . 
Walking circumspectly, we are to deny the intoxications of the world, looking for the 
coming of the Lord with patience and established hearts . (See also James 5:8 .) 

We are to live righteously (justly) before God and humanity with a conscience that 
is free of condemnation . We are to be justly righteous in our deeds, actions, and 
attitudes . What we do and say must be of pure motive and presentation . When there 
is no condemnation of the heart, there is confidence toward God, and we can ask 
what we will in faith believing (I John 3:20–22) . 

Godly simply means being like God . Christians reproduce the divine nature of God 
in their lives while escaping the corruption “of the world through lusts” (II Peter 1:4) . 
When filled with the Holy Ghost, the attributes of the Lord Jesus become resident within 
the believer . Love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, meekness, temperance, and 
patience are some of the displays of godliness (Galatians 5:23–34; II Peter 1:6) .
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 »  Regarding Paul’s admonition to live soberly, righteously, and godly, why do you think 
sobriety was mentioned first?

C. We Must Allow God’s Grace to Be at Work in Us
Paul left Titus in Crete as the first ordained bishop . He had tasked Titus to set in 

order certain things and to also ordain elders in every city (Titus 1:4–5) . It was a 
difficult assignment because of the nature of the Cretians . Paul said they were 
liars, evil beasts, and lazy gluttons . Their nature had not been disciplined by grace 
and many were unruly, vain talkers, and deceivers who subverted whole houses, 
teaching things that should not be taught, simply for the love of money . Even worse, 
some professed they knew God, but in works they denied Him, “being abominable 
and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate” (Titus 1:10–16) .

It was obvious that the grace of God had been extended to them in salvation, but 
it had not been applied to their spiritual development . Paul said for Titus to speak to 
them sharply and stop their mouths . However, this would only be possible through the 
amazing grace of God . Truth must be spoken in love if grace is to work in and through 
us . We must grow in grace in order to exhort and guide others to grow in grace . 

Paul reminded Titus that they too had at one time been “disobedient, deceived, 
serving divers lust and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful, and hating one 
another,” until the grace and love of God appeared (Titus 3:3–4) . The qualifications 
of a bishop in Titus 2 contain the finest descriptive list of what grace can and should 
develop in us as believers . By grace we put off the undesirable characteristics of the 
old man and put on the new garments of the holy (Ephesians 4:17–24) .

 » In what ways do the requirements for a bishop differ from those of a Christian?

III. GOD’S GRACE GIVES US A BLESSED HOPE
The grace that saves also abides and sustains the believer unto the end . Faith is 

the understanding of God in truth . Hope is the confidence in His Word, and love is 
the powerful grace that sustains until the end: “Now faith is the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1) . Our hope is that someday 
when He shall appear, “we shall see him as He is” and be like Him (I John 3:2) . 

A. Looking for His Glorious Appearing
In Titus chapter 2, Paul specified qualifications for the different groups of 

believers: aged men, aged women, young women, young men, and servants . Paul 
identified himself as a servant in the opening verse of Titus . He then gave the four-
fold qualifications of a servant (Titus 2:9–14) . 

1 . The first was to be “obedient to their own masters,” being well-pleasing in all 
things .

2 . Adorning of the doctrine of God in “all good fidelity” (certain sound) .
3 . “Live soberly, righteously, and godly in this present world .”
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4 . “Looking for the blessed hope, the glorious appearing of the great God and 
our Savior Jesus Christ .”

Grace teaches us first and foremost to be obedient to the Lord—our master—in 
this present world . Jesus said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15) . 
Lastly grace teaches us to look for His coming or to have hope in the world to come . 
These two commandments capture the essence of living for God successfully .

 »  As the path of the just shines more and more toward that perfect day (Proverbs 4:18), 
does grace also increase with the drawing near of Jesus Christ’s appearing?

B. We Will Live Forever with Our Savior
Marriage is the coming together of two who love each other with the intent of never 

being separated . The church is the bride of Jesus—redeemed, purified, zealous for 
good works, and presented to Jesus at the Rapture . Jesus is the bridegroom, who has 
given Himself for us to “redeem us from all iniquity” (Titus 2:14) unto Himself as “a 
glorious church not having spot or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be 
holy and without blemish” (Ephesians 5:27) . It is the marriage of the one who is holy 
to the one who has been made holy by the grace of God . 

At the Rapture, both the dead in Christ and those who are alive shall be caught up 
“together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord” (I Thessalonians 4:17) . The rapture of the church is our hope—the conclusion of 
God’s amazing grace . And it is with these words we are to comfort one another .

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
While faith, hope, and charity are the foundations of the Christian experience, so 

grace, mercy, and peace are the possessors of that experience . Love is the greatest 
of the three founding precepts . Grace is the greatest of mercy and peace . Grace, 
many times, accompanies mercy and peace in the opening and closing verses of 
the epistles, especially those written by Paul . Sometimes grace and peace appear 
together, and other times grace and mercy are paired together . However, occasionally 
all three appear together, and sometimes it is just grace alone . But grace is always 
highlighted above mercy and peace . Grace makes mercy and peace possible . Without 
grace, there is no action of mercy and no resulting peace . It is the amazing grace 
of God that makes all other aspects of God’s revelation and experience possible . 
Without grace, there would be no Jesus—the author and finisher of our faith . Without 
Jesus, there is no Savior and we die in our sins . But, by grace we are saved and by 
grace we live and abound . And by His amazing grace, we have hope in life eternal, 
ever in the presence of the Lord . Therefore, we sing John Newton’s hymn, 

Amazing grace, how sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me.  
I once was lost, but now I’m found, was blind but now I see.  
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun,  
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise, than when we first begun. 
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        FOCUS VERSE  
Titus 3:5

Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by 
the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.

        LESSON TEXT 
Titus 3:4–8 

4 But after that the kindness and love of God our Savior toward man appeared,
5 Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved 

us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost;
6 Which he shed on us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior .
7 That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal 

life .
8 This is a faithful saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that they which 

have believed in God might be careful to maintain good works . These things are good and 
profitable unto men . 

FOCUS THOUGHT
We are saved by God’s Spirit and God’s grace.

Saved

Lesson 4
June 27, 2021
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
The will to live and the struggle for survival 

are central to the human condition and are 
acted upon in the most challenging of life’s 
circumstances . In times of danger and loss, the 
heart is moved and inspired by the courageous 
decisions and selfless acts of men and women 
on behalf of others . Such examples of concern 
for the plight of fellow travelers on this road of 
life demonstrate that even the simplest acts 
of love can change the lives and futures of all 
those involved . 

 

        OUTLINE
I. THE KINDNESS AND LOVE OF GOD

A .   God’s Kindness and Love Are Revealed 
to All Men though Jesus Christ

B . We Can Know His Love and Kindness

II. HE SAVED US
A .  We Are Not Saved by Our Own Righteous 

Deeds
B . We Are Saved According to His Mercy
C .  We Are Saved through the Washing of 

Regeneration
D .  We Are Saved through the Renewing of 

the Holy Ghost

III.  WE ARE JUSTIFIED BY THE GRACE OF 
GOD

A . We Are Made Heirs to Heaven
B . We Are Given the Hope of Eternal Life
C . We Are Saved by God’s Grace

         CULTURE CONNECTION
STANLEY WILLIAM MCKENNA WALKER

Some people are richer than they realize . Stanley William McKenna Walker was one 
of those people . He was an Oxford graduate living in Chicago in the 1950s, and his dad 
was an abundantly wealthy shipbuilder in England . Stanley’s father passed away and 
half of his $8,000,000 inheritance—in 1950—was due each of his two sons . 

Stanley was now a millionaire from England living in Chicago, but he was not staying 
in a luxury condo on the Magnificent Mile . When the search party searched for him 
to tell him about the inheritance, they heard he was sleeping off his alcohol in cheap 
hotels and on the curbs in Chicago . When they finally found him, he was dead, lying in 
a doorway on a cold, autumn night . He did not have to live that way or die that way; he 
either did not know about his inheritance or he did not care . 

Your father may not be a wealthy shipbuilder ready to leave you $4,000,000, but our 
heavenly Father built the universe with just His words . Throughout the New Testament, 
we open the bank statement to realize just how rich we are . God has showered us 
with His kindness . He has justified us—declared us righteous in His holy sight . He has 
shown us mercy, washed us, renewed us, and saved us from death to life . 

Even if you die a pauper without enough nickels to exchange for a dime, when you 
are born again, you become an heir of God and a joint heir with Christ . We really are 
richer than we realize .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. THE KINDNESS AND LOVE OF GOD
God’s love is powerful . It is manifested for all to see in the life of Jesus Christ, the 

one God manifested as man, whom the letter of Titus calls, “God our Savior” (Titus 
3:4) . On the cross of Calvary, beaten and suspended by nails, Jesus demonstrated 
His love to one and all, showing the world what He thinks of the human race . Jesus 
chose to reach out to the penitent thief at His side . God “saved us,” Paul told Titus 
(Titus 3:5) . Deliverance and escape from the plight and bondage of sin is the heart of 
the meaning of the word salvation .    

The sacrificial death of Christ can deliver us from the bondage of sin leashed upon 
humanity by Adam’s transgression . God’s love is the sole antidote to sin . God loves 
the sinner with an overwhelming love powerful enough to deliver the soul .

A. God’s Kindness and Love Are Revealed to All Men though Jesus Christ 
The precious blood that Jesus shed—symbolized in the sacrifices in the Temple 

of the Old Testament—was shed to purge “our sins,” that is, the sins of the whole 
world (Hebrews 1:3; I John 2:2) . God Himself, Luke declared, purchased the church 
“with his own blood” (Acts 20:28) . Romans 5:8 says that “God commendeth his love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us .” The word commend 
means that He proves His love, and His love is emphatic, meaning it is God’s own 
love that is demonstrated, not another’s . 

The amazing aspect of His demonstration of kindness toward all people is that His 
death became substitutionary—it is on our behalf He died . He took our place, the 
guiltless for the guilty . “Christ died for us,” in which the Greek preposition translated 
for means “on behalf of .” Isaiah says it magnificently: “Surely he hath borne our griefs, 
and carried our sorrows  .  .  . All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every 
one to his own way; and the Lord hath laid up him the iniquity of us all” (Isaiah 53:4, 6) .

 »  What might be the most effective ways to communicate to this generation the reality 
of Jesus Christ’s incarnation, His suffering, and His substitutionary death on the cross 
to highlight the extraordinary love of God for the lost?

B. We Can Know His Love and Kindness
Free will allows that all may live apart from the gospel and the love of their Creator, 

but God loves them still . He loves the sinner . God extends His hand to the lost . The 
power of the gospel can reach and transform any soul . Interestingly, some have 
compared God’s love to a flawless diamond, or what was known to early diamond 
traders as the diamond of the first water, referring to its purity . God’s goodness can 
work within the conscience and mind of the vilest sinner yet remain pure . 

Jesus was neither born in a palace, nor came for the elite . He touched the leper, 
raised the dead, and ministered to the poorest of the poor . He intends for the truth 
to reach every strata of society and every individual, regardless of how far they may 
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be from righteousness . Remember, the light can move anywhere and everywhere, 
including to the depth of the sewer, yet remain undefiled . “Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us” (I John 4:10) .

 » What are some of the most inspiring examples of the love of God? 

II. HE SAVED US
The nature of the bondage of sin is such that we could not save ourselves . From the 

judicial standpoint, we were guilty . From the standpoint of sin, we were imprisoned 
from within . God’s salvation provided the substitute acceptable for the punishment 
of our guilt, while offering complete deliverance from the sentencing of bondage 
upon our lives . The solution was not that we provided anything toward our salvation, 
but that God’s love was all encompassing and all powerful . Obedience to the gospel 
gave us access to what God’s love provided for all .

 »  What is the best way to explain to non-believers the experience of the power of 
salvation and the impact God’s love has upon one’s heart and life?

A. We Are Not Saved by Our Own Righteous Deeds
The fact that we cannot be saved by our righteous deeds does not lessen the 

importance of righteousness itself . In a world of darkness, this is a crucial distinction . 
Followers of Christ walk in His righteous footsteps . They are to grow in Christ’s likeness, 
that is, to become like Him . God’s favor has always accompanied righteousness, just 
as it did when Noah found favor with God . Noah had a relationship with His Creator, 
which then resulted in his becoming “a preacher of righteousness” (II Peter 2:5) . 

Yet it is equally crucial to recognize that self-righteousness, good deeds, and 
all the rest are inadequate to save anyone or to merit salvation . We are sinners by 
nature and under its curse, and as such, we cannot extricate ourselves from sin or its 
consequences . Our very nature is fallen and under the curse of sin .

B. We Are Saved According to His Mercy
It can be helpful to see mercy as the reverse side of grace . Whereas grace is the 

bestowal of undeserved blessing (salvation), mercy is the withholding of deserved 
judgment . Paul told the young Titus that we are not saved because of our own 
righteousness, but because of His mercy (Titus 3:4–5) . It is that simple . God is 
justified in His patient love of the lost . We are saved due to God’s unfathomable love 
and mercy . He alone is God, and He loves and judges perfectly .

God’s heart was revealed to the prophet Jeremiah, for example, in a comparable 
context regarding God’s chosen nation Israel . God said to Israel, knowing the end 
from the beginning: “I have loved thee with an everlasting love: therefore with 
lovingkindness have I drawn thee” (Jeremiah 31:3) . God’s love is infinitely greater 
than our past transgressions or the chains that have bound us in sin . In the words of 
the apostle John: “God so loved” us (John 3:16) .
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 »  What are the greatest examples in your personal life of the mercy of God? Consider 
the ways that mercy has impacted the way you live your life.

C. We Are Saved through the Washing of Regeneration
The “washing” to which Paul referred in Titus 3:5 has to do with the waters of 

baptism . He spoke similarly in Acts when he commanded baptism in the name of 
Jesus: “Arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins” (Acts 22:16) . There is a 
parallel reference where Jesus Himself compared spiritual or new birth with natural 
birth (John 3:3) . Jesus concluded, “Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, 
he cannot enter into the kingdom of God .” Here He used precise grammar to link 
water (or baptism) and Spirit as two elements in one birth (John 3:5) . 

The “washing of regeneration” is yet another linking of baptism to salvation . 
Jesus also said emphatically, “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved” 
(Mark 16:16) . Such a linkage of baptism to the gospel is not unfamiliar, as when 
Paul also spoke of Christ, “we are buried with him by baptism” (Romans 6:4), again 
highlighting the element of water in the experience of new birth salvation .

D. We Are Saved through the Renewing of the Holy Ghost
Paul told us in Titus 3:5 we are saved by two elements, first “washing” and then the 

“Holy Ghost .” (Jesus also explained this in John 3:5 .) This is the pattern of the Book 
of Acts and of the Pentecostal experience . Peter preached it at the first Pentecost 
when his hearers asked, “What shall we do?” (Acts 2:37) .

Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Ghost. (Acts 2:38) 

We actualize and experience the gospel of death, burial, and resurrection in 
repentance, baptism, and the infilling of the Spirit . New birth, renewal, or new life 
results for the new man arising from the death of the old man in genuine repentance 
(I Corinthians 15:3–4) . These elements are more than outward or mere sacramental 
symbols . They are vital and thrilling elements of the new life of the gospel and its 
saving and strengthening power within the believer . 

Additionally Paul told Titus that the Spirit is being poured out “abundantly” now 
because of Christ’s saving gospel “through Jesus Christ our Savior” (Titus 3:6) . The 
baptism of the Spirit refers to the supernatural infilling of the believer with the initial 
sign and outward evidence of speaking in other tongues (Acts 2:1–4) . Hundreds of 
millions of hungry people in recent years have received the baptism of the Spirit as 
promised by the Scriptures:

For the promise is unto you, and to your children and to all that are afar off, 
even as many as the Lord our God shall call. (Acts 2:39)
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III. WE ARE JUSTIFIED BY THE GRACE OF GOD
“That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the hope of 

eternal life” (Titus 3:7) . This verse, along with verse four, is the message of Paul’s well-
known summary in Ephesians 2:8: “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves: it is the gift of God .” The truth is, we cannot justify ourselves before God . 

Justification, resurrection, and the Spirit are intricately linked in salvation and in 
God’s grace . Paul said succinctly that Jesus “was raised again for our justification” 
(Romans 4:25) . Our justification results from our salvation, which means sinners are 
made right before God due to His merciful forgiveness and the transformation of the 
power of the gospel in their lives . Paul’s summary of this process is found in a single 
verse, II Corinthians 5:17, which says, “Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new .” The grace 
of God transforms us through the saving gospel of Jesus Christ .

 »  Why do you think some people view justification as meaning they are justified in living 
as they please rather than being transformed by salvation into new creatures in Christ?

A. We Are Made Heirs to Heaven

And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your 
hearts, crying, Abba, Father. Wherefore thou art no more a servant, but a 
son; and if a son, then an heir of God through Christ. (Galatians 4:6–7) 

Through salvation we are made heirs of God . Paul repeated this joyous hope to the 
young Titus:

That being justified by his grace, we should be made heirs according to the 
hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:7)

The hope of Heaven is the great future inheritance of the believer and the long-
awaited destination of humanity . Though made in the image of God, our perfect 
communion with God was marred by the devil’s deception in the Garden of Eden and 
humanity’s fall into sin . We were destined by sin to judgment, but now we are saved 
by God’s grace . New birth salvation and transformation have been designed by the 
Lord to make us inheritors of God’s best, both here and in eternity .

B. We Are Given the Hope of Eternal Life
The most consequential aspect of the Christian hope is not merely a place, but 

rather it is the hope of what is now out of our grasp—eternal life . Death has been 
defeated by Jesus Christ, and believers share in that victory . The hope of the child 
of God is a reality beyond this broken world of suffering and loss, of living and 
dying . That hope—which salvation in Jesus Christ affords to His people—is the hope 
of everlasting life with the Lord . Such a wondrous existence fulfills God’s eternal 
purposes for His people as well as the innate longing of the human soul . 
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C. We Are Saved by God’s Grace
Salvation originated in God’s eternal purposes, is by God’s grace alone, and is to 

“whosesoever” will (John 3:16) . God provided salvation for all people; as a result, we 
can escape from the plight of a fallen world . God’s love and mercy draw the human 
heart to Him . Jesus said, “And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men 
unto me” (John 12:32) . The warning of the Book of Hebrews is a prompt reminder in 
the light of the amazing grace of God: “How shall we escape, if we neglect so great 
salvation” (Hebrews 2:3) .  

 
        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
Wondrous salvation from God Himself and His grace alone provide the means of 

escape from the curse of sin and a fallen world . Furthermore, salvation offers us an 
abundant life in the Spirit and the hope of eternal life . The sacrifice of Jesus Christ 
is the greatest display of love ever known, for the King of Heaven became a man in 
order to die in our stead and redeem us back to God . That kind of sacrifice is truly 
amazing . God’s love and salvation are supreme evidence of His amazing grace .
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           FOCUS VERSE  
Daniel 3:18

But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the golden 
image which thou hast set up. 

           LESSON TEXT 
Daniel 3:14–25

14 Nebuchadnezzar spake and said unto them, Is it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, do not ye serve my gods, nor worship the golden image which I have set up?

15 Now if ye be ready that at what time ye hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, 
psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of musick, ye fall down and worship the image which 
I have made; well: but if ye worship not, ye shall be cast the same hour into the midst of a 
burning fiery furnace; and who is that God that shall deliver you out of my hands?

16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, answered and said to the king, O Nebuchadnezzar, 
we are not careful to answer thee in this matter .

17 If it be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and 
he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king .

18 But if not, be it known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the 
golden image which thou hast set up .

19 Then was Nebuchadnezzar full of fury, and the form of his visage was changed against 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego: therefore he spake, and commanded that they should 
heat the furnace one seven times more than it was wont to be heated .

20 And he commanded the most mighty men that were in his army to bind Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, and to cast them into the burning fiery furnace .

21 Then these men were bound in their coats, their hosen, and their hats, and their other 
garments, and were cast into the midst of the burning fiery furnace .

22 Therefore because the king’s commandment was urgent, and the furnace exceeding hot, 
the flames of the fire slew those men that took up Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego .

23 And these three men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, fell down bound into the 
midst of the burning fiery furnace .

24 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonied, and rose up in haste, and spake, and 
said unto his counsellors, Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They 
answered and said unto the king, True, O king .

25 He answered and said, Lo, I see four men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they 
have no hurt; and the form of the fourth is like the Son of God .

FOCUS THOUGHT
We must stand in faith even if things do not seem to work out in our favor.

Standing in Faith

Lesson 5
July 4, 2021
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
Nebuchadnezzar had a dream that disrupted 

his sleep, and he could not remember what it 
was about . When his wise men could not tell 
him the dream and its interpretation, he ordered 
all of them to be slain . When the palace guards 
came to execute Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, Daniel pleaded for time to pray 
and seek the answer from God .

In prayer God revealed the king’s dream to 
Daniel . 

Daniel explained that God had given 
Nebuchadnezzar a glimpse into the future 
political systems of the world . Daniel concluded 
his interpretation by asserting that the God of 
Heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be 
destroyed or conquered . It will crush all other 
kingdoms into nothingness and stand forever .

        OUTLINE
I. KING NEBUCHADNEZZAR’S IMAGE

A . Bow to Worship 
B . Cast in Fiery Furnace
C . The Enemy Has Idols for Us to Worship

II. SHADRACH, MESHACH, AND ABEDNEGO
A . Refused to Bow
B . The King Threatened Them
C . They Still Refused to Bow
D .  We Must Stand Strong in the Face of 

Temptation

III. BUT IF NOT
A .  They Refused to Bow Despite the 

Consequences
B .  They Trusted God Not Knowing the 

Outcome     
C .  We Must Stand in Faith Even If Things Do 

Not Seem to Work Out in Our Favor

         CULTURE CONNECTION
KISS THE TOES

Some believe the statue was built in the fifth century; others believe it was built in 
the thirteenth century . Either way the bronze statue of Peter in St . Peter’s Basilica has 
been a tourist hotspot for centuries . When tourists and worshipers come to the statue, 
many kiss or rub the toes on the statue’s right foot . The bronze toes have been worn 
away from centuries of adoration and curiosity . 

A decree has never been issued to worship this statue, but few seem able to resist 
the temptation . Nebuchadnezzar’s statue stood taller and loomed larger than this 
statue in Rome, and he attached a life or death decree to worship this statue . When 
his subjects heard the music, they were to bow their knees in worship . If they did not, 
they would be cast alive into a burning, fiery furnace . If awe did not motivate them to 
worship, surely fear would .

But three Hebrew prisoners of war believed in no other god but Jehovah and declared 
that He was the only one worthy of worship . This trio was not about to bow to any 
statue, no matter how gold or how grand . When they heard the music, they stood up 
and stood out like a Pepsi can in a Coca-Cola truck . Nebuchadnezzar followed through 
on his threat to cast them alive into a burning, fiery furnace . He knew they would be 
alive going in, but he never dreamed they would be alive coming out . But they were 
because they were not in the furnace alone; there was a fourth man in the fire .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. KING NEBUCHANEZZAR’S IMAGE
The Babylonians treated Nebuchadnezzar as a god . He gladly accepted their 

worship and at times, even demanded it . It is reasonable to assume Daniel’s 
interpretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream inspired the king to create a golden statue 
that stood sixty cubits—approximately ninety feet—tall . The Bible does not describe 
the image other than to give the height and width . Many assume it was a statue of 
Nebuchadnezzar, but it may have been a statue of the god Marduk, or maybe even 
something as simple as an obelisk or pillar .

A. Bow to Worship
Nebuchadnezzar placed the golden image in the plain of Dura in the province 

of Babylon . He assembled the provincial leaders—satraps, governors, prefects, 
advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates . At the sound of the music, they were all 
ordered to bow and worship the image . All the people knew that disobedience to the 
king’s command would mean immediate death . 

Prior to the creation of the image—some say perhaps up to twenty years earlier—
Nebuchadnezzar declared Daniel’s God to be “a God of gods and a Lord of kings and 
a revealer of secrets” (Daniel 2:47) . However, we are unsure how strong or complete 
the king’s revelation was of the God of Heaven .

 » What do you think was Nebuchadnezzar’s motivation for crafting the image?

Perhaps the image of gold was Nebuchadnezzar’s way of boasting that his kingdom 
would last forever . One could argue that forcing his subjects to bow to the image was 
also Nebuchadnezzar’s means of ensuring all his subjects were submitted, which 
was problematic for the Hebrew men since it would have required them to violate 
their submission to God and partake in idol worship .

B. Cast in Fiery Furnace
The penalty for not bowing and worshiping the image was being immediately cast 

into Nebuchadnezzar’s fiery furnace . While the Bible does not describe the exterior 
of the furnace, it does give us insight into its construction:

• It could be manually heated, for the king ordered it to be made seven times 
hotter (Daniel 3:19)

• It was hot enough that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers (Daniel 3:22) . 
This statement may indicate the furnace was open enough that the flames 
engulfed the soldiers . 

• Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego “fell” into the blazing furnace (Daniel 
3:23) . This may infer an open-pit fire .

• It was open enough that Nebuchadnezzar could look into the furnace (Daniel 3:25) .
• It was large enough for four men to stand upright and walk around (Daniel 3:25) .
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C. The Enemy Has Idols for Us to Worship
Just as Nebuchadnezzar installed his golden statue and demanded people to 

worship it, the enemy of our souls has idols for us to worship . Paul instructed the 
Romans to present their bodies as living sacrifices to God and not to be conformed 
to the world but transformed by the renewing of their minds (Romans 12:1–2) . The 
world pressures Christians to bow to modern morals of a permissive society where 
the biblical teachings of righteousness and separation are labeled as bigoted 
intolerance and outdated standards . Satan tries to deceive us into accepting the 
gods of this age . We must not bow .

 » What are some of the gods people worship?

II. SHADRACH, MESHACH, AND ABEDNEGO

A. Refused to Bow
The band began to play and the people all began to bow in worship—with the 

exception of Daniel’s three friends, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who 
remained standing . (Since Daniel is not mentioned in this narrative, one may assume 
that he was on a diplomatic errand for Nebuchadnezzar .) Since the three Hebrews 
were devout followers of Jehovah, their refusal should not have surprised anyone, 
including Nebuchadnezzar .

B. The King Threatened Them
Shortly after the music stopped, certain Chaldeans quickly approached 

Nebuchadnezzar and reported Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego’s failure to bow to 
the image: “There are certain Jews whom thou hast set over the affairs of the province 
of Babylon, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego; these men, O king, have not regarded 
thee: they serve not thy gods, nor worship the golden image which thou hast set up” 
(Daniel 3:12) . Full of jealousy and animosity toward the Hebrews, the other wisemen 
appealed to the king’s ego, by telling the king the three men had not regarded him, and 
by describing the trio’s disobedience: they did not serve the king’s gods, nor worship 
the golden image which he had set up (Daniel 3:18) . Enraged, Nebuchadnezzar 
summoned Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and severely warned them again of 
the consequences if they continued to refuse to bow to the golden image .

C. They Still Refused to Bow
Neither Nebuchadnezzar’s rage nor his threatening cowed Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego . Without hesitation the trio defiantly stated:

O Nebuchadnezzar, we are not careful to answer thee in this matter. If it 
be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery 
furnace, and he will deliver us out of thine hand, O king. But if not, be it 
known unto thee, O king, that we will not serve thy gods, nor worship the 
golden image which thou hast set up. (Daniel 3:16–18)
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The decision not to bow was not made in the spur of the moment . It was the 
outgrowth of living a life totally devoted to Jehovah . It was the same dedication that 
caused them to join Daniel in purposing “in his heart that he would not defile himself 
with the portion of the king’s meat, nor with the wine which he drank” (Daniel 1:8) . 
It was the same consecration they made while in bonds and heading to exile in 
Babylon . Without a doubt, “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord: and thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
might” (Deuteronomy 6:4–5) was in their spiritual DNA .

D. We Must Stand Strong in the Face of Temptation
One of the classic Bible stories of childhood is the focus of today’s lesson . The 

story of the three Hebrew children and the fiery furnace has inspired generation after 
generation of Christians to stand strong in the face of temptation . Regardless of the 
temptation that befalls us, we must follow the example of the three Hebrew men and 
remain resolute in our determination to live for God .

 »  What are some things to which you have felt pressured to bow, yet refused and stood 
strong?

III. BUT IF NOT

A. They Refused to Bow Despite the Consequences
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were well acquainted with Nebuchadnezzar’s 

temper tantrums, having been trained in Babylon and having served as officials 
in the province of Babylon . They were fully aware that consequences would follow 
their disobedience . They were neither delusional nor thought they would be spared 
because of their service or because of who they were .

B. They Trusted God Not Knowing the Outcome     
The trio boldly told the king, “The God we serve has the power and can deliver us from 

the fiery furnace . And somehow, He will deliver us from your hands . But, know, O king, 
if He chooses not to deliver us, we will still not serve your gods or bow to your image .” 

The power of this story is in the fact that the men took a stand, not knowing what 
the outcome would be . They knew God could deliver them . God could send a storm 
and put out the fire . He could strike Nebuchadnezzar down with a lightning bolt . He 
could teleport the men to a safe place—similar to Phillip in the Book of Acts . Or He 
could choose to level the city with an earthquake .

They did not doubt His power . They knew God could . They told the king He would 
deliver them out of the king’s hand some way—even if the fiery furnace was their 
gateway to Heaven . The problem was they did not know how He would do it . 

Have you ever faced a terrible situation in life—perhaps you were facing bankruptcy 
or terminal illness—and had the sweet assurance from God that everything would be 
all right, but did not know how God would bring it to pass? Did you think of different 
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ways that God would move? Did you decide that your half-backslidden brother would 
give you a winning lottery ticket? Or that your great uncle Dan would leave you a 
million dollars? Or that you would win the Reader’s Digest Sweepstakes? Or the final 
x-ray before your surgery would show the cancer was gone? Or that the FDA had just 
approved a new wonder drug for your illness? Or that your nephew is a perfect match 
to donate a kidney to you?

We must remember that God’s thoughts and ways are much higher than ours . 
God will always surpass our expectations . He may not always answer our prayers 
the way we would like, but He will always come through and His purpose will be 
accomplished in us and through us .

 »  How has the Lord come through for you in the past, perhaps in ways you were not 
expecting? What did you learn about faith and trust during those times?

C. We Must Stand in Faith Even If Things Do Not Seem to Work Out in Our Favor
Life will continually throw situations at us that will try our souls . What we face may 

not be nearly as challenging or blatant as Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego’s fiery 
furnace . The trials we face may be more subtle; nevertheless, they will come . And 
somehow we must reach a point in God where we are anchored in the Rock of Christ 
Jesus and nothing the devil sends our way will cause us to let go of our faith . We must 
grab hold of the “even-if-He-doesn’t” faith of the Hebrew men before Nebuchadnezzar .

Their answer to Nebuchadnezzar was immediate . They had determined many 
years before that they would not bow to the pressure of Babylonian society and 
culture . Likewise, we must decide—if we haven’t already—to remain steadfast and 
sure, regardless of what our future holds .

Since they continued to refuse to bow, Nebuchadnezzar had the Hebrew men bound 
and thrown into the fire . The fire was so hot that it killed the soldiers executing the men . 
But to the king’s amazement, the fire had no effect on Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego . 
Instead, the king saw four men walking around in the fire . Astonished he asked:

Did not we cast three men bound into the midst of the fire? They answered 
and said unto the king, True, O king. He answered and said, Lo, I see four 
men loose, walking in the midst of the fire, and they have no hurt; and the 
form of the fourth is like the Son of God. Then Nebuchadnezzar came near 
to the mouth of the burning fiery furnace, and spake, and said, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abed-nego, ye servants of the most high God, come forth, and 
come hither. Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-nego, came forth of the 
midst of the fire.  (Daniel 3:24–26)

God honored the consecration of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego . They stood 
firm, their confidence resting solely in the power and might of God . 
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In Trusting God Even When Life Hurts, Jerry Bridges states:
In the arena of adversity, the Scriptures teach us three essential truths about 

God—truths we must believe if we are to trust Him in adversity:
• God is completely sovereign .
• God is infinite in wisdom .
• God is perfect in love .
Someone has expressed these truths relate to us in this way: “God in His love 

always wills what is best for us . In His wisdom He always knows what is best, and in 
His sovereignty He has the power to bring it about .”

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego trusted God . They didn’t know how God would 
provide for them . They just knew that He would . But even if God chose not to deliver 
them from the fiery furnace, they were still determined to honor and worship the one 
true God .

         INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
Trust in God must be based in a relationship with Him and not on the situation you 

may be in . We must fully understand that God’s love for us is total; He loves us so 
completely that He cannot love us anymore than He already does . His love is based 
on His character, not on anything we have done or not done . Because He loves us, 
He only wants what is best for us .

In His wisdom He knows what is best . We don’t . He sees the beginning and the 
ending . He allows us to go through troubles and trials to help us grow and become 
more like Him . Because God is omnipotent, He has the power to do anything He 
chooses . Consequently, no matter how bleak the situation may seem, God is still in 
control and will do what is best for us .

We can rest confidently in God’s love, knowing He will work all things for our good . 
Think of the worst thing that could have happened to Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego: They could have immediately died like the soldiers and been transported 
instantly into the presence of God . But instead God brought them through the fire 
without the smell of smoke . They received the honor of a pagan king and gave 
Christians throughout the ages a story that has comforted and challenged them . We 
too can stand in our faith, no matter the circumstances .
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           FOCUS VERSE  
Daniel 6:10

Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his windows 
being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times a day, and 
prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime.

           LESSON TEXT 
Daniel 6:7–16

7 All the presidents of the kingdom, the governors, and the princes, the counsellors, and 
the captains, have consulted together to establish a royal statute, and to make a firm decree, 
that whosoever shall ask a petition of any God or man for thirty days, save of thee, O king, he 
shall be cast into the den of lions .

8 Now, O king, establish the decree, and sign the writing, that it be not changed, according 
to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not .

9 Wherefore king Darius signed the writing and the decree .
10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; and his 

windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled upon his knees three times 
a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his God, as he did aforetime .

11 Then these men assembled, and found Daniel praying and making supplication before 
his God .

12 Then they came near, and spake before the king concerning the king’s decree; Hast thou 
not signed a decree, that every man that shall ask a petition of any God or man within thirty 
days, save of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions? The king answered and said, The 
thing is true, according to the law of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not .

13 Then answered they and said before the king, That Daniel, which is of the children of 
the captivity of Judah, regardeth not thee, O king, nor the decree that thou hast signed, but 
maketh his petition three times a day .

14 Then the king, when he heard these words, was sore displeased with himself, and set his 
heart on Daniel to deliver him: and he laboured till the going down of the sun to deliver him .

15 Then these men assembled unto the king, and said unto the king, Know, O king, that the 
law of the Medes and Persians is, That no decree nor statute which the king establisheth may 
be changed .

16 Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions . 
Now the king spake and said unto Daniel, Thy God whom thou servest continually, he will 
deliver thee .

FOCUS THOUGHT
God will take care of those who are faithful to Him.

Faithful at All Times

Lesson 6
July 11, 2021
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
The prophet Daniel is one of the most loved 

figures in Bible history . He was captured and 
taken to Babylon when Nebuchadnezzar 
conquered Jerusalem in 605 bc . 

Daniel surpassed all of the other wisemen of 
Babylon and interpreted two of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dreams, which had greatly troubled the king . 
Because of Daniel’s wisdom and intelligence, 
Nebuchadnezzar promoted Daniel .

Nebuchadnezzar’s three successors—Belshaz-
zar, Darius the Mede, and Cyrus the Persian—also 
recognized Daniel’s ability and excellent spirit 
and promoted him in their courts . The setting of 
today’s lesson is the lavish court of King Darius I .

        OUTLINE
I. THE PRINCES SOUGHT TO TRAP DANIEL

A . Daniel Was Faithful
B . They Could Find Nothing Wrong
C .  The Enemy Would Love to Trap Us and 

Accuse Us

II. THE KING’S DECREEE
A . Prayer to No Gods but the King
B . Den of Lions
C . Daniel Prayed as He Always Had
D .  We Must Remain Faithful to God at All 

Times

III. DANIEL THROWN INTO LIONS’ DEN
A . God Shut the Lions’ Mouths
B . Daniel’s Accusers Were Killed
C .  God Takes Care of Those Who Are 

Faithful to Him

         CULTURE CONNECTION
BISWAS AND DANIEL

Pastor Biswas was a Christian pastor in northern India . He had been actively preaching 
Jesus to his Hindu neighbors, and many of them were converting to Christianity . One 
day someone knocked on his door and told him several men from the temple were 
calling for him . He went to the temple, not realizing he was about to face a den of lions 
in the form of Hindu extremists . 

When he arrived at the temple, ten Hindus were waiting for him . One of them pointed a 
revolver at Biswas’s head . Then the others attacked him . They punched and kicked him, 
shouting at him for “tricking” people to change their faith to Christianity . Then one of 
them shouted, “We killed your mentor one year ago, now it’s your turn!” (The pastor who 
led him to Christianity had been murdered by unknown assailants just one year earlier .)

Biswas knew he was about to give his life for the gospel . Just then he remembered 
the Old Testament story of Daniel in the den of lions, and he prayed, “God who saved 
Daniel from the lion’s den, save me .” Right after he prayed, one of the attackers 
shouted at the others to stop . The kicks and punches suddenly stopped . His would-be 
murderers sentenced him to pay a fine and released him . The fine was hefty, but he did 
not pay with his life . God saved Biswas just as he saved Daniel . Our God is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I.  THE PRINCES SOUGHT TO TRAP DANIEL
Because of their jealousy, the presidents and princes under King Darius sought to 

find a reason to incriminate Daniel and remove him from his place of power . Daniel 
had been elevated in the kingdom because of his wisdom, ability, and integrity . 
Scripture tells us that “an excellent spirit was in him; and the king thought to set him 
over the whole realm” (Daniel 6:3) .

A. Daniel Was Faithful
King Darius appointed 120 princes to administer his empire . However, above the 

120 princes, Darius appointed three presidents, “of whom Daniel was first” (Daniel 
6:2) . Daniel was probably around eighty years old at this time . He had proven faithful 
to each ruler and to his God . In his light-hearted online article, Jeffery Kranz listed 
twelve facts about Daniel . Point six states:

The Bible gives us zero dirt on Daniel. Abraham had his Hagar incident. Moses 
struck the rock and was banned from Canaan. David committed adultery and 
murder. And those other two sterling examples of righteousness, Noah and 
Job? Noah got drunk and naked (Genesis 9:21). Even Job repented because 
of how he spoke about God (Job 38:2; 42:1–6). But Daniel? We have nothing 
on Daniel. In fact, when his political opponents tried to get dirt on him, 
their only option was to make it illegal to obey God (Daniel 6:4–5). (www.
overviewbible.com, “12 Biblical Facts about Daniel”)

B. They Could Find Nothing Wrong
Ethnic bias and discrimination are not unique to our modern society . However, 

it was quite evident in ancient Babylon . The princes of the realm did not like it 
that Daniel—a Jewish captive—had been elevated above them and rumors were 
circulating that Darius was going to set Daniel over the whole kingdom . They were 
jealous of Daniel’s influence and power . They felt mistreated, betrayed, slighted, 
discounted, and wounded . Somehow they had to eliminate Daniel .

 »  Think about Daniel’s work situation. What do you think the atmosphere was like? 
Have you ever found yourself elevated above your peers? What was it like?

Unfortunately for the princes, Daniel’s character and reputation was impeccable . 
No one could find fault with Daniel’s lifestyle . He was faithful to God and his king . He 
lived righteously and honorably . 

Finally, the princes devised a plan that would bring Daniel’s consistency to account . 
They went to the king and appealed to his ego .

Then these presidents and princes assembled together to the king, and said 
thus unto him, King Darius, live for ever. All the presidents of the kingdom, 
the governors, and the princes, the counsellors, and the captains, have 
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consulted together to establish a royal statute, and to make a firm decree, 
that whosoever shall ask a petition of any God or man for thirty days, save of 
thee, O king, he shall be cast into the den of lions. (Daniel 6:6–7)

C. The Enemy Would Love to Trap Us and Accuse Us
Revelation 12:10 describes Satan as the “accuser of our brethren .” Just as the 

princes entrapped Daniel, the devil will do everything in his power to entrap and 
accuse us . We can guard against his wiles by putting on the whole armor of God as 
described in Ephesians 6:

Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, 
having your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of 
righteousness; and your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of 
peace; above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked. And take the helmet of salvation, 
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: praying always with 
all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all 
perseverance and supplication for all saints. (Ephesians 6:13–18)

We must constantly be on guard against the tactics of Satan . He is devious and 
subtle . He can even appear as an angel of light with messages of deception . It is 
important for us to allow the gifts of the Spirit to operate in our lives to help discern 
truth from error and the will of God as opposed to our own human will .

II. THE KING’S DECREE

A. Prayer to No Gods but the King
The princes decided to ensnare Daniel by making it illegal to pray to any god but the 

king for thirty days . This approach appealed to the king’s ego . Without considering 
any ramifications, he quickly followed the ploy of the deceitful princes and signed 
the edict into law . Once a law was signed by the king of the Persian empire, it could 
not be annulled or modified .

B. Den of Lions

Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went into his house; 
and his windows being open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled 
upon his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his 
God, as he did aforetime. (Daniel 6:10)

Notice the phrase “as he did aforetime .” Daniel was a man of prayer . It was 
something he had been doing three times a day for a while now . It was more than 
just a habit; it was a part of his spiritual DNA . 



44

 »  Discuss the importance of prayer in Daniel’s life. How did Daniel do what Paul later 
commanded in I Thessalonians 5:17, “Pray without ceasing”? What does “without 
ceasing” mean?

The princes had confidence in Daniel that he would continue to pray regardless of 
any law that was passed . With great delight, they went to Daniel’s apartment in the 
palace and found him on his knees . Immediately they went to the king .

Then they came near, and spake before the king concerning the king’s decree; 
Hast thou not signed a decree, that every man that shall ask a petition of any 
God or man within thirty days, save of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den 
of lions? The king answered and said, The thing is true, according to the law 
of the Medes and Persians, which altereth not. Then answered they and said 
before the king, That Daniel, which is of the children of the captivity of Judah, 
regardeth not thee, O king, nor the decree that thou hast signed, but maketh 
his petition three times a day.  Then the king, when he heard these words, 
was sore displeased with himself, and set his heart on Daniel to deliver him: 
and he laboured till the going down of the sun to deliver him. Then these 
men assembled unto the king, and said unto the king, Know, O king, that the 
law of the Medes and Persians is, That no decree nor statute which the king 
establisheth may be changed.  Then the king commanded, and they brought 
Daniel, and cast him into the den of lions. (Daniel 6:12–16)

Notice how the princes described Daniel . They did not refer to him as the prime 
minister or the chief advisor of the king . Instead, they called him a mere captive from 
Judah . One can almost hear the sneer in their voice .

King Darius was distraught . He had been duped and knew it . He desperately tried 
to devise a plan to have Daniel released . However, he found no escape . Therefore, 
the king had no choice but to follow the law he had signed . Daniel was cast into the 
den of lions .

 » Discuss Daniel’s response to the law and his reaction to knowing his fate.

C. Daniel Prayed as He Always Had
The Bible does not tell us what Daniel did in the lions den . However, it certainly 

would have been an excellent place to pray . And because of his long-standing habit of 
prayer, one can easily believe Daniel prayed as before, perhaps even more fervently .

D. We Must Remain Faithful to God at All Times 
Daniel was a righteous man . His reputation before God and humanity was 

untarnished . He was resolute in faith and had utmost confidence in God . Yet, being 
human, Daniel surely was filled with fear as he came near the lions . But even so, he 
set an example of faithfulness .  Instead of hiding and praying, Daniel had opened his 
window and prayed “as he did aforetime .”
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III. DANIEL THROWN INTO LIONS’ DEN

A. God Shut the Lions’ Mouths
After spending a sleepless night, the king hastened to the lions’ den early in the 

morning and cried out to Daniel, “O Daniel, servant of the living God, is thy God, 
whom thou servest continually, able to deliver thee from the lions?” (Daniel 6:20) .

Daniel replied, “My God hath sent his angel, and hath shut the lions’ mouths, that 
they have not hurt me: forasmuch as before him innocency was found in me; and 
also before thee, O king, have I done no hurt” (Daniel 6:22) .

God did more than just shut the lions’ mouths . He changed their nature . For even 
with their mouths miraculously closed, the lions could have easily mauled Daniel 
and killed him . However, he was left unhurt . Some artists have depicted this scene 
with Daniel kneeling in prayer, surrounded by several resting lions . Whatever the 
scene, God had miraculously intervened .

 » How do you imagine Daniel spending the night with the lions?

B. Daniel’s Accusers Were Killed
Darius was enraged that Daniel had to be thrown into the den of lions . He realized 

the duplicity of the other officials . As Daniel was released from the den, the king 
called for Daniel’s accusers . The accusers, their wives, and children were all thrown 
into the lions’ den . God released the lions’ mouths “and the lions had the mastery 
of them, and brake all their bones in pieces or ever they came at the bottom of the 
den” (Daniel 6:24) .

Isaiah 54:17 promises “no weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper .” 
Daniel’s rivals envisioned a horrible ending for his remarkable life . Instead, they 
and their families received the fate they had wished for Daniel . Even before the 
men, women, and children could fall to the floor of the den, they were attacked and 
devoured by the lions .

C. God Takes Care of Those Who Are Faithful to Him
Daniel’s life shows that God takes care of those who are faithful to Him . His miraculous 

deliverance and dedication to God influenced the empire, for King Darius wrote:

Then king Darius wrote unto all people, nations, and languages, that dwell 
in all the earth; Peace be multiplied unto you. I make a decree, That in every 
dominion of my kingdom men tremble and fear before the God of Daniel: 
for he is the living God, and stedfast for ever, and his kingdom that which 
shall not be destroyed, and his dominion shall be even unto the end. He 
delivereth and rescueth, and he worketh signs and wonders in heaven 
and in earth, who hath delivered Daniel from the power of the lions. So 
this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the 
Persian. (Daniel 6:25–28)
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 » How has God taken care of you during difficult situations in your life?

         INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
It is difficult to know what Daniel thought as he and his friends were being forced 

to leave Judah and enter captivity in Babylon . Surely he was filled with uncertainty 
and dread considering his capturers had decimated the Temple and ransacked 
Jerusalem . One thing is certain, Daniel purposed in his heart to remain faithful to 
Jehovah . And by his faithfulness throughout his life, God honored and elevated him 
to a place of prominence and power . Consequently Daniel influenced the world and 
brought glory to the one true and living God .

The life of Daniel stands as a monument to faithfulness throughout life with its ups 
and downs . He honored God and God honored him . God will do the same for us if we 
will be resolute in faith and stand strong and firm throughout the trials of life .  
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        FOCUS VERSE  
Esther 4:14

For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and 
deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; but thou and thy father’s house shall be 
destroyed: and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?

        LESSON TEXT 
Esther 2:17 

17 And the king loved Esther above all the women, and she obtained grace and favour in his 
sight more than all the virgins; so that he set the royal crown upon her head, and made her 
queen instead of Vashti .

Esther 4:13–17 
13 Then Mordecai commanded to answer Esther, Think not with thyself that thou shalt 

escape in the king’s house, more than all the Jews . 
14 For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and 

deliverance arise to the Jews from another place; but thou and thy father’s house shall be 
destroyed: and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?

15 Then Esther bade them return Mordecai this answer, 
16 Go, gather together all the Jews that are present in Shushan, and fast ye for me, and 

neither eat nor drink three days, night or day: I also and my maidens will fast likewise; and so 
will I go in unto the king, which is not according to the law: and if I perish, I perish . 

17 So Mordecai went his way, and did according to all that Esther had commanded him .

FOCUS THOUGHT
God has called us to work in the Kingdom for such a time as this.

For Such a Time

Lesson 7
July 18, 2021
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
Life presents challenging choices to all of us . 

Famed explorer Captain James Cook learned 
this firsthand in 1770 . His vessel, the HMS 
Endeavour, crashed into the Great Barrier Reef 
on June 11 that year . 

His wooden vessel struck fast into the jagged 
edges of the reef shortly after 11:00 p .m . Even 
after twelve hours had passed, the ship was still 
stuck on the reef, unable to move . 

Captain Cook faced an almost impossible 
choice . If he waited, he risked the loss of both 
ship and crew; abandoning the ship for the 
small life boats, with the hopes of making it to 
shore, meant he and his crew would be forced 
to remain in Australia for the rest of their lives . 

Esther faced a similar decision that was filled 
with uncertainty and little chance of success . 
Saying nothing meant she and her people were 
in peril and many would die, but speaking out 
could also mean death .  

        OUTLINE
I. ESTHER CHOOSES

A . The King Loved Esther
B . We Have Been Chosen to Serve the King

II. HAMAN’S PLOT
A . Modecai Refused to Bow Before Haman
B . Haman Sought to Destroy the Jews
C . The Enemy Wants Our Worship

III. ESTHER’S STAND 
A . Request of the King
B . Haman’s Death
C .  We Have Been Called to Work in the 

Kingdom for Such a Time as This

         CULTURE CONNECTION
REAL REALITY

Our culture calls them reality shows . Although they are designed to show real, 
behind-the-scenes life on center stage, few are reality . But the winnings are real . Some 
shows reward their winners with cash or cars . Others with a fiancée . Yet others with a 
brand-new business venture . Talent and music competitions promise recording deals 
and tours . If you can fillet or flambé better than most, you may win the opportunity 
to run a restaurant or be the top chef at a restaurant . Several contests still dangle 
$1,000,000 to keep their contestants at the top of their game .

The story of Esther reads somewhat like a reality show script . A whole harem of 
women were competing for King Xerxes’ affection . But the winner did not just walk 
away with cash or a car; the winner was given the privilege to marry the king himself . 
Hadassah, whose name was later changed to Esther, entered that contest at the urging 
of her cousin, and she won . When the royals placed the crown on her head, she was 
elevated from being Mordecai’s cute Jewish cousin to the queen of the entire nation of 
Persia, seemingly overnight .

The mention of God is noticeably absent in the entire book of Esther, but His 
providence and fingerprints are seen all throughout its ten chapters . God protected 
Esther from her enemies, and because Esther believed God, God used her and saved 
her people from annihilation—the people through which the Messiah, Jesus Christ, 
would be born . 
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. ESTHER CHOOSES
The story of Esther continues to captivate readers . Esther lived during the reign of 

the Persian King Ahasuerus, also known as Xerxes, who reigned from 486–465 bc . 
Esther lived after the destruction of Judah and Jerusalem in 586 bc but before the 
return of Ezra and Nehemiah in 458 bc and 444 bc, respectively . It is likely that no 
biblical prophet was active within her time period . The prophet Daniel was captive in 
Babylon as it fell to Persia in 539 bc, but he died shortly after that event and was not 
present when Esther’s story happened . It appears that in a very real way, Esther and 
the Jews who remained in Persia were alone .

The decree of Cyrus in 538 bc stating that Jews could return to their homeland 
meant that many left captivity and returned to Judea . Esther and many other Jews did 
not return but remained in the Persian city of Susa (Jason S . DeRouchie, What the Old 
Testament Authors Really Cared About) .  

A. The King Loved Esther
Esther 2:17 reports King Xerxes loved Esther . No specific reason is given for the 

king’s favor for Esther, although her obedience to her cousin Mordecai is highlighted 
as a commendable feature of her character . It is fair to suggest that her demeanor and 
disposition were key factors . No doubt Esther was physically beautiful, but the other 
candidates for queen would also have been physically beautiful . It is likely the wisdom 
she displayed (described in verse 15) in taking nothing into her visit with the king—except 
what the king’s eunuch suggested—showed a picture of her character . This revealed 
practical wisdom, for it is likely the eunuch knew the king better than anyone in his court .

God’s hand was also at work in this situation . Yes, God could have saved His people 
using some other method besides Esther, but in His sovereignty, God chose this 
method . Esther’s selection by King Xerxes was part of God’s plan .

 » Why do you think it is difficult for us at times to recognize God’s plan?

B. We Have Been Chosen to Serve the King
Esther was chosen to serve an evil king in a foreign land . As citizens of Heaven, we 

live in a foreign land but we do not serve an evil king; we serve the righteous King . Too 
often it is easy for disciples to forget that we are servants of the King . We live for Him . 
Too many are guilty of thinking the church—and even God—exists for them . But true 
joy, peace, and contentment are found when God’s people embrace the truth that we 
are His servants . 

In Romans 6:15–23 Paul clearly articulated that people will be servants of 
something: either servants of sin leading to physical and spiritual death, or slaves to 
righteousness leading to holiness and life everlasting . Esther had little choice about 
whom to serve, but modern disciples do have a choice . Esther chose to serve God 
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by obeying her uncle Mordecai and submitting to the king’s rule . We too are blessed 
when we obey godly elders and godly authority .

Many in today’s culture do not want to hear lessons about obedience and 
submission . It may be that obedience and submission to godly authority are two of the 
most counter-cultural topics in the world today, but both are still biblical principles . 
God calls His followers to obey His Word and submit to its authority . Submission is 
not blind obedience devoid of thought or emotion . Submission is obeying God’s Word 
when the natural man does not want to obey . Submission is following God and His Word 
even when the outcome does not seem clear from human perspective . Submission is 
obeying God’s Word even when the world around throws off all restraint .

 »  Think of a positive example of obedience and submission in your life. What about it 
stands out to you?

II. HAMAN’S PLOT

A. Modecai Refused to Bow Before Haman
Haman’s plot to kill the Jews began as anger toward one man, Mordecai (Esther 

3:5–6) . Mordecai refused to bow before Haman . Scripture does not explicitly say why 
Mordecai refused to bow . However, he was not alone being a Jewish man who refused 
to bow before no one other than his God—the Hebrew teens described by Daniel also 
served God while in a foreign land (Daniel 3) . Even as captives many Jews held fast 
to their faith in God and refused to bow in worship toward any other . Though captive 
and without many resources to help himself, Mordecai still refused to pay homage to 
Haman . Mordecai remained faithful to God, and his faithfulness led him right into the 
center of attention .

B. Haman Sought to Destroy the Jews
Haman was an Agagite (Esther 3:1) . Many biblical scholars believe this reference 

to Haman’s ancestry points to the King Agag of the Amalekites described in I Samuel 
15:20 . It seems the author of Esther is connecting Haman to the wicked king of the 
Amalekites, and to that same tribe that had for so long attempted to destroy God’s 
people . Consider Haman’s response when learning Mordecai was a Jew—instead of 
attempting to kill him, Haman began to plot to destroy all of God’s people (Esther 3:6) . 
The enduring hatred of Amalek—whom Saul refused to destroy when commanded by 
Samuel—was on display in the actions of Haman .

God’s chosen people had been punished by God and carried away as captives . 
They were weakened, no longer a nation, and suffering the consequences of their sin . 
But that was not enough for their enemy; he still sought their total destruction .

People who live for God and are called by His name are still targets of the adversary . 
The adversary is not content to see people suffer from bad choices and sinful 
decisions; he wants their total destruction .
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C. The Enemy Wants Our Worship
Haman’s initial complaint against Mordecai was that he would not bow and pay 

homage to him . This lack of respect may seem a small thing, but to one like Haman it 
was not . He wanted to receive veneration from Mordecai, and he was willing to kill for it .

This is also true for God’s people today . The enemy seeks worship . Often he will 
settle for God’s people not giving God the worship He deserves, but the enemy’s 
ultimate aim is to receive allegiance to himself . God’s people must be like Mordecai, 
whether surrounded by support and strength or on their own in a foreign place, they 
must take a stand and worship only the one true God .

The Book of Esther is about God’s people being delivered from their enemies . But 
the battle recorded in Esther began when one man refused to bow . Believers can be 
encouraged to know that their worship matters to God . We may seem insignificant, 
and at times we may feel small, but every individual’s worship is paramount in the 
kingdom of God . Every time we worship God, the enemy is defeated . The battle the 
Jews would fight and win years later was begun by one man who refused to bow . His 
first act of defiance set the tone and was crucial in their subsequent victory .

Once long ago there was a poor beggar in a far country . He sat each day on the corner 
begging for rice . One day an unassuming stranger passed by and asked the beggar for 
a piece of the rice he had received that morning . The beggar consented realizing that 
all he possessed had been given to him . Later in the day the same scenario occurred 
again . This time the beggar reluctantly consented . Finally near the end of the day the 
stranger appeared again and once more asked for rice . The beggar was indignant, 
“How can I survive if I continue to give you all the rice I collect?” The stranger smiled 
and asked the beggar if he had checked his bowl from the morning . Pulling the bowl 
down off the ledge he peered in and was stunned by what he saw: for every grain of 
rice the stranger had taken in its place he had left a diamond . When you give praise 
to God you receive vastly more than you give . This principle is illustrated in the life of 
Mordecai . By withholding praise from one who didn’t deserve it—the evil Haman—
Mordecai reserved his praise for the one who does deserve it—the almighty God .

 »  Have you faced pressure in worship? Where do you see the enemy fighting people 
today regarding worship?

III. ESTHER’S STAND 
As mentioned in the introduction, Esther faced a challenging choice . Moredcai’s 

refusal to bow set in motion a series of events whereby Haman was able to leverage 
his influence to have the king issue an edict with instructions to annihilate the Jews . 
Esther was then faced with the decision of a lifetime .

The stage for her decision is set in chapter 4 . Mordecai knew of the decree and 
began wandering the city with sackcloth, mourning because of what would befall 
God’s people (Esther 4:1) . In verse four of chapter four an interesting thing happened . 
The Bible says Esther sent clothes to Moredcai for him to wear and “take his sackcloth 
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away from him, but he would not accept them” (NKJV) . This small bit of information 
sheds light on the words of Moredecai to Esther only a short time later in the chapter . 
It is not overly speculative to suggest that Esther was perhaps hoping to avoid creating 
a scene . She was safe in the king’s house; she was the queen . Perhaps she believed 
she could secure the salvation of her family as well, including Mordecai . But in verse 
13, Mordecai challenged any notion of self preservation that would be gained by not 
taking a stand . He told Esther through the messenger, “Think not with thyself that 
thou shalt escape in the king’s house, more than all the Jews . For if thou altogether 
holdest thy peace at this time, then shall there enlargement and deliverance arise to 
the Jews from another place; but thou and thy father’s house shall be destroyed: and 
who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?” (Esther 
4:13–14) . 

Mordecai delivered the message that her position would not save her nor her family . 
Being silent and fearful while hiding and hoping for the best was not the solution for 
this challenge . Instead Mordecai suggested speaking to the king . Esther was placed 
in the impossible predicament and knew her life hung in the balance .

 »  Have you ever encountered a situation so dire that you felt you would never get out of 
it, but you did because of the hand of the Lord? What happened?

A. Request of the King
Esther heeded the words of Mordecai and prepared for battle through prayer and 

fasting . Her life was on the line, so she chose to pray and called a fast for herself and 
her staff . Only after praying did she approach the king .

Her prayers and fasting likely strengthened her resolve to approach the king . It 
likely created in her a desire for justice and a deeper faith that God—the just Judge—
would do what was right .

Esther approached the king and he was pleased with her, holding out to her the 
golden scepter (Esther 5:2) . Esther then invited the king and Haman to a banquet 
but did not reveal her request during the first meal . Instead she invited the king and 
Haman to another banquet the following day .

The providence of God is seen most clearly in this delay . For overnight the king 
could not rest, so he instructed his servants to read to him the records of his kingdom . 
These readings were likely done in an attempt to help the king fall asleep . However, 
the king was not able to fall asleep because in those records, a story was revealed 
about a man who uncovered an assassination plot and was never rewarded for his 
service . In the morning the king called for Haman to get suggestions about what to 
do for one so deserving of honor . Mordecai was then honored by the king for his 
service—the honor was conveyed on him by Haman (Esther 6) .

Then the king and Haman returned for the evening banquet with Queen Esther 
where she told the king of the danger to herself and her people (Esther 7) . The king 
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was outraged and ordered Haman to be hanged . Esther’s bold steps of faith were 
rewarded by God . 

B. Haman’s Death
The Jews were able to defend themselves with the new edict issued by the king, 

described in Esther 8 . But before this the Bible tells of the death of Haman . Haman—
who built gallows outside his home—was hanged from them . These gallows had 
been built for Mordecai (Esther 7:10), but the adversary hanged on them instead . This 
represents perfect justice by God against the enemies of His people . It is a profound 
reversal brought about by the hand of God . 

There is no better action than to trust God to fulfill His Word and keep His promises . 
Mordecai’s exaltation and Haman’s execution remind us that God deserves to be 
trusted .

C. We Have Been Called to Work in the Kingdom for Such a Time as This
Just as Esther found herself in the kingdom at the right time, so God’s people today 

must reckon that the Lord of history has designed these moments for us . We are called 
of God to place all of our faith in Him, even during difficult and trying times .

 »  Though our day is completely different from the age in which Esther lived, what are 
some challenges she faced that we also face? What are some different challenges to 
our faith that we face that she may not have faced?

         INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
Most of us have moments when we think it would have been easier or perhaps 

more exciting to live at another time in history . Certainly what God has done in the 
past is exciting, and what God plans to do in the future is wonderful, but we are 
only given the present . Therefore, what we do with this wonderful gift testifies of 
the attitude of our heart toward the giver . Let us live in such a way that our lives tell 
God “thank you” for allowing us to be alive right now . Let us trust that we are alive at 
exactly the right time in history and that it is no accident that we are here living for 
God in this present moment . God has called us here for such a time as this . 



54

        FOCUS VERSE  
Esther 9:4

For Mordecai was great in the king’s house, and his fame went out throughout all the 
provinces: for this man Mordecai waxed greater and greater . 

        LESSON TEXT 
Esther 9:1–5, 13–17

1 Now in the twelfth month, that is, the month Adar, on the thirteenth day of the same, when 
the king’s commandment and his decree drew near to be put in execution, in the day that the 
enemies of the Jews hoped to have power over them, (though it was turned to the contrary, 
that the Jews had rule over them that hated them;) 

2 The Jews gathered themselves together in their cities throughout all the provinces of the 
king Ahasuerus, to lay hand on such as sought their hurt: and no man could withstand them; 
for the fear of them fell upon all people . 

3 And all the rulers of the provinces, and the lieutenants, and the deputies, and officers of 
the king, helped the Jews; because the fear of Mordecai fell upon them . 

4 For Mordecai was great in the king’s house, and his fame went out throughout all the 
provinces: for this man Mordecai waxed greater and greater . 

5 Thus the Jews smote all their enemies with the stroke of the sword, and slaughter, and 
destruction, and did what they would unto those that hated them . 

 .  .  .  .  .
13 Then said Esther, If it please the king, let it be granted to the Jews which are in Shushan 

to do to morrow also according unto this day’s decree, and let Haman’s ten sons be hanged 
upon the gallows . 

14 And the king commanded it so to be done: and the decree was given at Shushan; and 
they hanged Haman’s ten sons . 

15 For the Jews that were in Shushan gathered themselves together on the fourteenth day 
also of the month Adar, and slew three hundred men at Shushan; but on the prey they laid 
not their hand .

16 But the other Jews that were in the king’s provinces gathered themselves together, and 
stood for their lives, and had rest from their enemies, and slew of their foes seventy and five 
thousand, but they laid not their hands on the prey, 

17 On the thirteenth day of the month Adar; and on the fourteenth day of the same rested 
they, and made it a day of feasting and gladness .

FOCUS THOUGHT
God will elevate to places of influence those who stand for righteousness.

Elevated to Influence

Lesson 8
July 25, 2021
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
Not long ago a husband and wife lived 

and worked in a large city . They did not own 
a car and used public transportation for all 
their commuting needs . They lived in a small 
apartment with their very large dog . Their 
dog passed away, and they quickly needed a 
solution for disposing the body . The wife called 
their veterinarian who kindly agreed to take the 
dog’s remains and dispose of them properly . 
But now she had to find a way to get the dog’s 
remains to the vet’s office . She found an old 
piece of luggage and stuffed the dog’s body 
inside . 

She made her way downstairs to the train 
station . After she boarded she attempted to lift 
the luggage into an overhead compartment . As 
she struggled a kind stranger offered to help but 
she refused . When it was obvious she could not 
lift the luggage on her own, the stranger picked 
it up for her and placed it in the compartment . In 
passing he mentioned the heaviness of the bag 
and asked about its contents . Embarrassed, she 

        OUTLINE
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A . Reverse the Letters
B . Mordecai’s Decree
C .  We Must Stand against the Decrees of 

the Enemy

II. MORDECAI’S LETTERS
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B .  Empowered the Jews to Defend 

Themselves
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Went
D .  We Can Find Joy Knowing the Lord Will 

Defend Us
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         CULTURE CONNECTION
THE BIXBY LETTER

It is one of the most popular and controversial letters written on American soil . It is 
known as the Bixby letter . In November 1864 the governor of Massachusetts wrote to 
President Abraham Lincoln and asked him to compose a condolence letter to Lydia 
Bixby . It was reported that her five sons had all been killed in battle during the Civil 
War . The President penned a 139-word letter expressing his sorrow and praying “our 
heavenly Father may assuage the anguish of your bereavement and leave you only the 
cherished memory of the loved and lost .” 

Scholars and historians argue whether Lincoln or his talented secretary, John Hay, 
wrote it . Either way that letter is one of the most famous letters written during war . 
Before the Bixby letter, Mordecai’s letter was one of the most famous letters written 
during war . His letter followed the diabolical decree Haman sent in the king’s name to 
annihilate all Jews living in Persia . Although the king could not reverse the decree to 
destroy the Jews, Mordecai’s letter—in the king’s name—gave them the royal right to 
defend themselves against their enemies . 

When the Jews received and read the letter, they were filled with joy . Their death 
sentence was lifted . Their enemies still attacked on the appointed day, but the Jews 
marshalled their own army and defeated their enemies . Although we do not once read 
of God’s name, His providence and protection were with His people all throughout the 
remarkable story of Queen Esther . 
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lied and said it was full of computer components . At her stop she pulled the bag down and 
disembarked from the train . In that moment the stranger grabbed her luggage and ran 
away down the street . Problem solved .

Sometimes life is that way . Not every solution to every problem is simple . But 
often, even when things are complex, they can work out for the good . Certainly this 
notion is true for those who live for God .

        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. ESTHER’S LAST REQUEST 
By the help of God, Queen Esther had achieved victory over Haman . In chapter 7 

Haman’s evil plot against God’s people was revealed, and Haman was hanged on 
the very gallows he had built for Mordecai . This important victory brought reprieve 
to Esther and Mordecai . But the edict of King Xerxes remained in effect . Although an 
important battle had been fought successfully, the war was not yet won .

Therefore, Esther again sought the king’s favor . Esther fell at the feet of the king 
and petitioned him on behalf of her people (Esther 8:3–6) . Note that verse three tells 
us Esther spoke again to the king, and the king held out the golden scepter to her 
(Esther 8:4) . Esther again risked her life for her people . She demonstrated God’s love 
for her people by bringing their needs to the king even when she had nothing to gain . 
What a stirring example of courage instead of fear, and faith in God instead of doubt .

It can be challenging for us to petition God on behalf of another when there is no 
discernible benefit for us . But Scripture commands us to bear one another’s burdens 
(Galatians 6:2) . When we bear another’s burden, we fulfill the law of Christ . By caring 
for another, when there is little or no benefit to self, we demonstrate the love of 
Christ . Furthermore, God is honored and His church is glorified .

 »  What are some things we can go to the King for on behalf of others? What are some 
ways we can bear one another’s burdens?

A. Reverse the Letters
Esther’s petition of King Xerxes was to reverse the decree of Haman (Esther 8:5) . 

Esther sought the king’s intervention and reversal of the decree Haman had issued, 
which called for the unrestrained slaughter of the Jews . 

It is important to remember that Haman’s act of evil came about because of his 
encounter with Mordecai . It is likely Haman hated the Jews before the encounter with 
Mordecai, and probable that he had other negative interactions with Jews . But the story 
of Esther tells that in response to Mordecai not bowing, Haman created a plot to destroy 
not only Mordecai but all of God’s people (Esther 3:6) . Haman’s plot and response to 
Mordecai serve as a reminder of the enemy’s hatred of God’s people . The adversary is 
bent on destroying the people of God and uses every strategy available to him in order to 
achieve his goal . God’s people must be vigilant to stand against the enemy . God’s people 
must recognize that the enemy seeks to destroy individuals and the entire church .
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To stand against the evils of Haman, Esther sought a reversal of his plan (Esther 
8:5–6) . It seems likely Esther knew the law could not be revoked . In his response 
King Xerxes declared that a law written in the name of the king and sealed with his 
ring “cannot be revoked” (Esther 8:8, ESV) . Another proclamation by the king can be 
found in the Book of Daniel (Daniel 6:8) . Therefore, we are left to speculate about 
why Esther would ask for a revocation . 

One possibility is that by asking for a revocation—something that could not 
be achieved—Esther was setting the bar at its highest possible place . She was 
requesting the king do something he was not able to do and by requesting this likely 
ensuring he would do all that he was permitted to do within the law . Perhaps Esther 
was asking the king to do the impossible, so that he would do everything within his 
power . Even though the law did not permit it, she approached the king as though he 
could alter the law if he chose .

This is an important lesson for God’s people . How many times are we guilty of asking 
God for something that is far less than what God is capable of doing? Disciples should 
reflect on their prayers—does this prayer honor God as the maker of Heaven and Earth? 
May God’s people recognize that prayers to our God have power to change the world and 
that God honors bold prayers . May God’s people be reminded that God answers prayer .

 » How have you seen God answer prayer in your life or in the life of someone you know well?

B. Mordecai’s Decree
The king was unable to reverse the decree . Instead he gave Mordecai the power 

to write another decree . Esther 8:8 tells us that King Xerxes told Mordecai he could 
write a decree as he pleased, in the king’s name, and have it sealed with the king’s 
signet ring . In a sense Mordecai was given a blank check: the king gave Mordecai the 
freedom to craft the decree in a way that would most benefit the Jews .

Consider the specific elements the king listed that would support the decree 
of Mordecai . First, Mordecai could write it as he pleased . Mordecai could use his 
knowledge of what it was like living as a subjugated people to craft the decree, so 
that it would have the most impact . He brought to bear all his experiences of living in 
the land of Persia thus far . He could design it in such a way to both empower Jews and 
protect them from later repercussions . Next, it would be written in the king’s name—as 
though the king himself had written the decree . This meant that the decree would be 
seen as written by the king . No one, even in the far-off provinces of the kingdom, would 
blithely consider not following the decree . It carried the weight of the king’s word; it 
would carry authority and impact wherever it was read . In the ancient world it would be 
seen and experienced as though the king himself had journeyed to that province and 
delivered the word in person . Lastly the decree would be sealed with the king’s signet 
ring . This seal would affirm its authenticity as a document coming from the monarch 
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himself . Because of what the king said, the decree’s effectiveness, authority, and 
authenticity were all above reproach—this decree would make a difference .

C. We Must Stand against the Decrees of the Enemy
Mordecai and Esther stood against the decree of Haman even when it could 

have meant their deaths . The three Hebrew young men in the Book of Daniel stood 
against an evil king when it could have meant their death . In the New Testament 
the apostles frequently took a stand when enemies tried to prohibit the progress 
of the church .

Present-day disciples must do the same . We must stand against the decrees of 
the enemy . Some are political and societal decrees, but most are decrees of the 
world, the flesh, and the devil . The enemy consistently tempts God’s people to 
sin, decreeing that sin is not dangerous . The enemy discourages God’s people by 
decreeing doubt about the goodness of God and the love of God . God’s people must 
stand up against the decrees of the enemy . We must stand in faith and push back 
against the decrees of darkness . Prayer, expressive and demonstrative praise, and 
witnessing are all effective ways to destroy the decrees of the adversary .

 » What are other ways to take a stand against the enemy’s decrees?

II. MORDECAI’S LETTERS
Esther 8:9 tells of the king’s scribes and couriers being summoned to Mordecai to 

help him complete the letters . The decrees of the king through Mordecai empowered 
the Jews to defend themselves against attack .

A. Sent throughout All the Provinces
Mordecai’s letters were written in each language of the various peoples of the 

Persian Empire, including Hebrew . They were distributed by the couriers of the king 
using the “ swift horses” that belonged to the king . 

B. Empowered the Jews to Defend Themselves
The letters of Mordecai empowered the Jews to defend themselves from attack and 

gave them the authority of the king to do it . Mordecai’s edict mirrored the evil edict 
of Haman, serving as a counter edict . Haman’s order empowered the people of the 
empire to “destroy, to kill, and to annihilate all the Jews, both young and old, little 
children and women” (Esther 3:12–13, NKJV) . Mordecai’s letter empowered them to 
defend their lives and destroy, kill, and annihilate any group that attacked them .

God turned the decree of the enemy on its head and enabled His people to survive . 
It is likely this decree prevented many attacks from occurring, but where attacks arose, 
God’s people now had kingly authority to defend and take the battle to their adversaries .
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C. Joy and Gladness Everywhere the Letters Went
Esther 8:17 declares how the decree in favor of the Jews was received . It was 

welcomed with joy, gladness, and feasting among the Jews and also among the 
people of the land . Haman’s decree resulted in confusion (Esther 3:15), as people 
likely wondered about the strange proclamation . Surely that was no way to keep 
peace in a vast empire—by allowing one people group to be attacked and destroyed 
for no apparent or declared reason .

The edicts of the enemy always lead to confusion . His directives encourage pleasing 
the flesh, doubting God, and harming others: confusion, chaos, and consternation 
are the result . But God’s commands are altogether lovely and sweet (Psalm 119:103) . 
God’s commands pull the best from people and bring life out of death . Joy and 
gladness result when God’s Word is rightly divided and effectively declared .

D. We Can Find Joy Knowing the Lord Will Defend Us
Disciples can be encouraged and have cause to celebrate as the Jews did because 

God will defend His people . The one who hopes in God finds in Him a shield and a 
hiding place (Psalm 119:114) . Our faith in God is a shield that pulls us out of the way, 
so God can fight our battles as we take refuge under His care .

 »  How do the people of God let God fight their battles? Can you share an experience 
where you knew God was fighting for you?

III. MORDECAI’S PROMOTION
God’s work on behalf of His people in this story continues with the elevation of 

Mordecai . Esther was chosen as queen and placed in a position to intercede for 
God’s people, and then Mordecai was elevated to second in rank to the king himself .

A. Second in the Kingdom
In many ways Mordecai is as much a hero in the story as Esther . Mordecai was a 

faithful servant to the king, uncovering an assassination plot in Esther 2 . He was 
faithful to God and refused to bow to Haman in chapter three . And when the evil edict 
was given, it was Mordecai who pleaded with Esther to appeal to the king on behalf 
of the Jews . Mordecai led the way and God used him to bring about deliverance .

Mordecai’s elevation came after his faithfulness to God and his sensitivity to God’s 
working on behalf of His people . It is possible that Mordecai’s elevation began in 
Esther 4:1–2 . Having learned of Haman’s evil decree, Mordecai tore his clothes, 
put on sackcloth, and began fasting for God to intervene . To the natural eye this 
does not seem like the beginning of elevation in the kingdom of Persia, but in God’s 
kingdom—a vastly more powerful one than Persia—these are powerful and influential 
actions . Mordecai could have begun building toward a revolt in the provinces and in 
Susa, but the likelihood of success there was minimal . Instead, Mordecai sought 
God and discovered along the way that God had a plan .
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Mordecai’s elevation also mirrors that of Joseph, another Hebrew in a foreign land . 
Joseph was wrongly accused and suffered before God elevated him in Egypt . Joseph 
was placed by God in a position of influence to bring about the salvation of God’s 
people (Genesis 50:20) . In a similar way Mordecai was elevated at just the right time 
to issue a new decree so God’s people could defend themselves . The timing of Esther 
and Mordecai’s elevation had to be right or the appointed time for the destruction of 
the Jews would have arrived with them having no ability to defend themselves . Here 
we learn yet again that God knows the times and seasons and will provide help at 
the right time .

 » Where and how have you observed or experienced God bringing elevation at the right time?

B. God Will Elevate to Places of Influence Those Who Stand for Righteousness
God brings exaltation and elevation to humans for specific purposes at certain 

times in history: “For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor 
from the south . But God is the judge: he putteth down one, and setteth up another” 
(Psalm 75:6–7) . God elevated Joseph, Daniel, Esther, and Mordecai while they lived 
in a country that was not their own . They were God’s people living in foreign lands 
and God’s purpose extended even there .

In Scripture God never brings exaltation for the purpose of human aggrandizement . 
Human glory is never God’s purpose for elevation . The most common reason for 
God’s exalting a person is the salvation of others . Joseph was used by God to save 
his brothers and father so Israel could continue as a nation . God elevated Esther and 
Mordecai so the Jews throughout the Persian Empire could be saved . God elevates 
people to perform His will, usually so others can be saved .

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
God still elevates to influence whom He chooses . Some are chosen for places of 

influence in government, others for places of influence in leading churches, and still 
others are chosen to be leaders in organizations . But the most important elevation 
from God is when God elevates a person to influence the life of another so that person 
can be saved . Many will never lead or be elevated to a place of national influence, 
but all God’s people can be elevated by God to speak to someone about the saving 
name of Jesus and testify about God’s great work in their own life . This elevation 
by God fulfills His purpose: to turn sinners to Him so they experience forgiveness, 
are baptized in His name, and are filled with the Holy Ghost . Let us all pray for God 
to elevate us to a position of influence in the lives of those around us, so they can 
experience this glorious gospel . To God be the glory . 
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        FOCUS VERSES 
Joel 2:28–29

And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men shall see 
visions: And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my spirit.

        LESSON TEXT 
Joel 2:23–32

23 Be glad then, ye children of Zion, and rejoice in the Lord your God: for he hath given you 
the former rain moderately, and he will cause to come down for you the rain, the former rain, 
and the latter rain in the first month .

24 And the floors shall be full of wheat, and the fats shall overflow with wine and oil .
25 And I will restore to you the years that the locust hath eaten, the cankerworm, and the 

caterpiller, and the palmerworm, my great army which I sent among you .
26 And ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, and praise the name of the Lord your God, 

that hath dealt wondrously with you: and my people shall never be ashamed .
27 And ye shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I am the Lord your God, and 

none else: and my people shall never be ashamed .
28 And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and your 

sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your young men 
shall see visions:

29 And also upon the servants and upon the handmaids in those days will I pour out my 
spirit .

30 And I will shew wonders in the heavens and in the earth, blood, and fire, and pillars of 
smoke .

31 The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the 
terrible day of the Lord come .

32 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be 
delivered: for in mount Zion and in Jerusalem shall be deliverance, as the Lord hath said, and 
in the remnant whom the Lord shall call .

FOCUS THOUGHT
God’s Spirit gives life and hope for the future.

Life and Hope

Lesson 9
August 1, 2021
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
Peter would enjoy teaching this lesson . 

The first Scriptures he quoted on the Day of 
Pentecost are today’s focus verses . The rest of 
the lesson text provides context for these verses .

When he announced, “This is that which was 
spoken by the prophet Joel” (Acts 2:16), Peter 
reached into the vast array of prophecies and 
singled out Joel’s words as central to the identity 
and characteristics of the New Testament 
church . It is a Spirit-filled church . It is a church in 
which the work of the Holy Spirit is expressed by 
men and women, regardless of social standing . 
Age is no barrier to the Spirit’s work . Young men 
see visions; old men dream dreams .

The work of the Spirit is for whosoever: “And it 
shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on 
the name of the Lord shall be saved” (Acts 2:21) . 
If this greatest work of the Spirit—salvation—is 
for all, so are all other works of the Spirit .

        OUTLINE
I.  JOEL PROPHESIED OF COMING 

JUDGMENT
A . A Foreign Nation Will Bring Destruction
B . Fasting and Repentance
C .  God Is Our Only Hope When Difficulties 

Come

II. THE DAY OF THE LORD
A . Return to the Lord
B .  God’s Judgment Is Meant to Make Us 

Return to Him

III. PROMISED BLESSINGS
A . Restoration
B . Spirit Outpouring
C .  God’s Spirit Gives Life and Hope for the 

Future

         CULTURE CONNECTION
FEEDIE

Before smartphones, only a handful of people would have loaded film in their Kodak 
and taken photos of their food . Today photographing food has become a societal norm, 
thanks to smartphones and social media . No one turns their head when the person next 
to them takes a selfie with their turtle cheesecake . The folks at Feedie have capitalized 
on this first-world privilege to help solve a problem in developing nations: hunger .

After downloading the Feedie app, all you have to do is enjoy a meal at a participating 
Feedie restaurant and use the app to take and share a photo of your meal . The restaurant 
will then donate the cost of one meal to an organization dedicated to ending worldwide 
hunger . It really is that simple . Joel would have loved to have the Feedie app in his day . 
Truth be told he would have been happy with a flip phone . 

Had they had smartphones and the app, they still would have been short on food 
to photograph . Joel and his beloved Judah were facing severe famine as judgment 
for their sins . God promised an enemy army would soon storm into Judah and leave 
famine and death in their wake . But that was not the only promise of Joel 2 . Once Judah 
repented of their sins and turned back to the Lord, God promised to restore them .

He was not finished . He also promised to pour out His Spirit upon all flesh . We still 
live in the glorious glow of that glorious day as God is still pouring out His Spirit upon 
all flesh . We do not know how long Feedie will continue to help fill empty stomachs, but 
until Jesus comes back, He will continue to fill empty souls with His Spirit . 
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. JOEL PROPHESIED OF COMING JUDGMENT

A. A Foreign Nation Will Bring Destruction
Trouble was on the way . After Joel heard it from the Lord, the first to hear of it 

were the “old men” (Joel 1:2) . Old men would get better news later after the Spirit 
was poured out on them . Their dreams would be better than the first part of Joel’s 
prophecy (Joel 2:28) .

None of those living in Joel’s day—which was probably at some point after Israel’s 
captivity in Babylon—had experienced what was coming . Neither had their ancestors . 
The pending trouble was so disturbing that those to whom Joel wrote would tell their 
children about it, and the story would be repeated down to the great-grandchildren 
(Joel 1:3) .

The news involved insects, drunkards, and a strong, innumerable nation with lion-
like teeth (Joel 1:4–6) . Clearly disaster awaited Israel . But why? Nothing in the Book 
of Joel specifies the reason for the coming calamity .

At this point it is important to notice the textual links among the Book of the Twelve, 
often referred to as the Minor Prophets . This group of twelve books are bound closely 
together by common themes and even precise language . Joel has so much in common 
with the other books that it has been called the anchor of the Minor Prophets .

Joel follows Hosea . In the Book of Hosea, there is no question of the reason for 
judgment . The people of Judah and Israel had departed from the Lord (Hosea 1:2) .

A close reading of Hosea and Joel provides a clue about the reason for the judgment 
pronounced by Joel . In Hosea the rebellious people did not realize it was the Lord 
who provided their corn, wine, and oil, as well as multiplying their silver and gold . 
These rebels offered the Lord’s gifts to Baal (Hosea 2:8) . As a consequence of God’s 
mercy on Hosea, the corn, wine, and oil would be restored (Hosea 2:22) .

Early in Joel we discover the judgment of the Lord involves the same agricultural 
distinctives: “The field is wasted, the land mourneth; for the corn is wasted: the new 
wine is dried up, the oil languisheth” (Joel 1:10) . After the people have repented, 
the Lord responds: “Behold, I will send you corn, and wine, and oil, and ye shall be 
satisfied therewith” (Joel 2:19) .

At first glance this connection may seem a mere curiosity . But when we notice 
Hosea and Joel are the only two books of the Twelve that refer to corn, wine, and oil 
together, it is apparent that there is a purposeful connection between the two; they 
are linked together linguistically, so it is no surprise they are positioned next to each 
other in the Canon .

Joel does not need to provide detail for the reason judgment is pending; it is the 
same reason as in Hosea . The people were in rebellion against the Lord .

 »  Why do you think the withdrawal or granting of corn, wine, and oil was an indication 
of judgment or blessing for ancient Israel?
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B. Fasting and Repentance
The link between Deuteronomy and the prophets is clear . Again and again the 

Hebrew prophets reminded the people of Israel of the judgments Deuteronomy 
warned upon those who rebelled against the Lord . They also reminded Israel of the 
promised restoration for those who repent .

Joel is no exception . After Moses hewed two new stone tablets to replace those 
he first brought down from Sinai, he ascended the mountain again . The Lord passed 
before him and proclaimed, “The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gracious, 
longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth” (Exodus 34:6) .

Given the heinous nature of Israel’s rebellion at the foot of Sinai, this promise 
of restoration is remarkable . Joel knew this text and appropriated it in his call for 
fasting and repentance: “For he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great 
kindness, and repenteth him of the evil” (Joel 2:13) .

Joel was a prophet who was inspired by the Spirit and whose consciousness was 
informed by the most ancient of the Scriptures and by the writings of those who may 
have been his peers .

C. God Is Our Only Hope When Difficulties Come
The textual links between Joel, Hosea, and Deuteronomy raise the question of 

whether we should expect such links—often referred to as intertextuality—between Joel 
and other books . There are indeed other links, such as between Joel 3:16 and Amos 
1:2 . Joel said, “The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem .” 
Amos wrote, “The Lord will roar from Zion, and utter his voice from Jerusalem .”

When we see precise quotations, paraphrases, or allusions in Scripture, we must 
pay attention to them . Scripture interprets and applies itself . In the case of Joel and 
Amos, Joel’s statement continues, “And the heavens and the earth shall shake: but 
the Lord will be the hope of his people, and the strength of the children of Israel .” 
Amos continued, “And the habitations of the shepherds shall mourn, and the top of 
Carmel shall wither .”

Although the last half of these two verses differ, a conceptual similarity is evident . 
Both present a disturbance in the natural realm . But Joel alone offered hope . The 
linkage between Joel and Amos, however, assures us that Amos also offers hope, 
even though the word hope does not appear in his book .

Joel and Amos appear next to each other in the Scriptures . On Pentecost, Peter 
quoted from Joel to explain the outpouring of the Holy Spirit . At the first church council 
in Jerusalem—called in response to the teaching that it was necessary to be circumcised 
and to keep the law of Moses to be saved—James quoted from Amos to explain the 
decision made by the gathered apostles and elders . (See Acts 15:16–17; Amos 9:11–12 .)

After quoting from Amos, James said, “Known unto God are all his works from the 
beginning of the world” (Acts 15:18) . This statement means we can expect to discover 
the anticipation of New Testament realities in the Old Testament .
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One of those expectations is that there is hope for believers in the most difficult 
of times . If our difficulties are due to our sins, repentance is available, just as it was 
in Joel’s day . If they are due to the actions of others, hope is still promised . The Lord 
Himself “will be the hope of his people” (Joel 3:16) .

 » Can you think of a specific difficulty when your hope was rewarded by God’s answer?

II. THE DAY OF THE LORD

A. Return to the Lord
The phrase “Day of the Lord” appears twenty times in the Old Testament . Other 

terms like the simple “day” or “that day” refer to the same event . Some of these 
references point to the judgment of God that was near on Israel’s horizon at the 
hands of the Assyrians, Babylonians, or others . (See Amos 5:18–27 .) Other texts 
reveal it to be the judgment of God on God’s enemies, like Babylon, and at the hands 
of other nations, like the Medes . (See Isaiah 13 .) Still others connect the Day of the 
Lord with the first or second comings of Christ, depending on whether we have Elijah 
or John the Baptist in view . (See Malachi 4:5 .)

In the Book of Joel, it is somewhat surprising to see the Day of the Lord transformed 
from a day of judgment to a day of blessing . First there is a series of warnings and calls 
for repentance . (See Joel 1:15; 2:1, 11, 31 .) But after the anticipated repentance, the 
“day” is no longer a time only of judgment, but a time of blessing as “the mountains  .  .  . 
drop down new wine, and the hills  .  .  . flow with milk, and all the rivers of Judah  .  .  . flow 
with waters, and a fountain comes forth of the house of the Lord” (Joel 3:18) .

 » What kind of blessing have you experienced in response to repentance?

B. God’s Judgment Is Meant to Make Us Return to Him
God’s judgment is never motivated by a desire to injure, but to restore . Even in 

the complete devastation of Jerusalem, a consequence of the persistent sin of the 
people, Scripture declares, “For the Lord will not cast off for ever: but though he 
cause grief, yet will he have compassion according to the multitude of his mercies . 
For he doth not afflict willingly nor grieve the children of men” (Lamentations 3:31–
33) . The word translated willingly literally means “from His heart .” The heart of God 
is not shown in the grief He causes but in the mercy He grants .

 »  Have you ever thought of God as a harsh judge who enjoys inflicting pain? If so how 
did you recover from that notion?
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III. PROMISED BLESSINGS

A. Restoration
The call to repentance in Joel 2:12–14 is rooted in the idea that the Lord “is gracious 

and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil . 
Who knoweth if he will return and repent, and leave a blessing behind him .” If these 
things were not true, what would be the point of repentance?

In language that would immediately be meaningful to Joel’s audience, he declared 
that upon their repentance, the Lord would respond, “Behold, I will send you corn, 
and wine, and oil, and ye shall be satisfied therewith” (Joel 2:19) .

There would be no need to fear, for the enemy would be removed from the land . 
Instead of fear would be gladness and rejoicing (Joel 2:20–21) . In place of famine 
would be abundant rain . The former (i .e ., autumn) rain and the latter (i .e ., spring) 
rain would produce threshing floors “full of wheat” and the vats would “overflow with 
wine and oil” (Joel 2:23–24) . The crops that had been devoured would be restored, 
there would be plenty to eat, and the repentant people would “praise the name of 
the Lord” because He had “dealt wondrously” with them (Joel 2:25–26) . Twice in 
two verses it is said that “my people shall never be ashamed” (Joel 2:26–27) .

 »  The first blessing promised on the condition of repentance was agricultural. Why was 
this important to those who heard Joel’s prophecy?

B. Spirit Outpouring
A careful examination of Peter’s Pentecost sermon indicates that he had more of 

Joel in mind than Joel 2:28–32 . The Book of Joel was foundational to his sermon; it 
appears not only in direct quotes, but also in verbal links and allusions . In addition 
an examination of Acts 1 indicates that Luke intentionally connected the events 
leading up to Peter’s sermon with Joel . 

It is significant that it was essential to be in Jerusalem to receive the promise of 
the Father—the baptism with the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:5) . Joel identified Jerusalem as 
the geographical location of deliverance . Deliverance would not stop there, however . 
Through the efforts of the disciples, it would spread over the earth . (See Joel 2:32; 
Acts 1:4, 8 .)

In Peter’s answer to the question, “What shall we do?” there are thematic links 
to Joel and direct quotes from the prophet . Peter’s command to repent summarizes 
Joel’s call to turn to God with all one’s heart, with fasting, weeping, mourning, and 
the rending of the heart . Peter’s promise of remission of sins captures Joel’s promise 
that God is gracious, merciful, slow to anger, and that He relents from doing harm . 
Peter’s command to be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ is his answer to Joel’s 
promise that whoever calls on the name of the Lord will be saved . Peter’s statement 
that the promise of the Spirit is not only to those present, but also to their children 
and to all who are afar off, is at least verbally linked with Joel’s multigenerational 
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idea . And the final words of Peter’s statement, “as many as the Lord our God shall 
call,” are virtually identical to the Septuagint’s rendering of Joel 2:32, “among the 
remnant whom the Lord calls .” (See Joel 1:3; 2:12–13, 32; Acts 2:38–39 .)

C. God’s Spirit Gives Life and Hope for the Future
If Joel’s prophecy could hold out a promise of material and spiritual restoration 

in response to ancient Israel’s repentance, we can be sure spiritual death can be 
replaced with eternal life and that hopelessness can vanish in the face of faith . All 
that is required in the era of the New Covenant is faith in God and genuine repentance 
demonstrated in the context of calling on the name of the Lord in water baptism . 
God’s promise to those who respond to Him in this way is the gift of His Holy Spirit . 

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
Can you imagine how the Israelites felt in the days of Joel, when their crops were 

stripped, their animals were starving, and the rivers were dry? Joel says they wept 
and howled . There were, no doubt, many among them who thought there was no 
hope and death was certain .

What about you? Have you ever been in a situation—or are you in one now—where 
you can identify with these ancient people?

There is a solution . It is the same as that held out by Joel . When Peter, the first 
preacher of Pentecost, called on Joel’s prophecy as the basis for entry into the 
church, he set the pattern for all who would follow .

Do not give up . Locusts may have visited you, but God is waiting to restore all you 
have lost .
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        FOCUS VERSE  
Micah 7:7

Therefore I will look unto the Lord; I will wait for the God of my salvation: my God will hear me.

        LESSON TEXT 
Micah 6:6–8

6 Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, and bow myself before the high God? shall I 
come before him with burnt-offerings, with calves of a year old?

7 Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, or with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?

8 He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the Lord require of thee, but 
to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly with thy God?

Micah 7:7–8, 18–20
7 Therefore I will look unto the Lord; I will wait for the God of the my salvation: my God will 

hear me .
8 Rejoice not against me, O mine enemy: when I fall, I shall arise: when I sit in darkness, the 

Lord shall be a light unto me .
 .  .  .  .  .

18 Who is a God like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth by the transgression 
of the remnant of his heritage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because he delighteth in 
mercy .

19 He will turn again, he will have compassion upon us; he will subdue our iniquities; and 
thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea .

20 Thou wilt perform the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abraham, which hast sworn unto 
our fathers from the day of old .

FOCUS THOUGHT
God will give salvation and deliverance to those who live as God desires.

The God of Our Salvation

Lesson 10
August 8, 2021
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
When manufacturers produce a machine, 

they place it on the market with a detailed 
set of instructions on how it is to be operated . 
Although they attempt to make the instructions 
understandable, often they require the new 
operator to read them several times to fully 
understand . One reason new operators of these 
machines have trouble is because they think they 
can figure it out without reading the instructions .

The God of our salvation left us a detailed book 
of instructions . These include not only a way to 
get to Heaven, but a way to live successfully in 
this present world . Unfortunately, many people 
believe they can get by without reading the 
instructions . For this reason they make a mess 
of their lives and risk missing Heaven . This 
machine—the human body and soul—operates 
more smoothly and efficiently when we follow the 
guidelines of God’s instruction book, the Bible .

 

        OUTLINE
I.  GOD’S ACCUSATIONS AGAINST HIS 

PEOPLE
A . Injustice
B . Sickness and Desolation
C .  We Must Have Compassion on the 

Marginalized

II. WHAT PLEASES GOD
A . Do Justly
B . Love Mercy
C . Walk Humbly
D .  We Must Choose to Do What Pleases 

God

III. THE GOD OF OUR SALVATION
A . He Gives Mercy
B . He Shows Compassion
C .  God Will Give Salvation and Deliverance 

to Those Who Live as He Desires

         CULTURE CONNECTION
$36 MILLION

In February 2018 a fifteen-year-old young man lobbed fireworks into a canyon . He 
did not realize he would ignite a fire that would end up burning nearly 47,000 acres 
in Oregon’s Columbia River Gorge . When the smoke cleared, the judge sentenced 
the teenager to 1,920 hours of community service, five years of probation, and a $36 
million fine . 

His attorney argued this penalty was “cruel and unusual,” but the judge wrote, 
“The restitution is clearly proportionate to the offense because it does not exceed the 
financial damages caused by the youth .” Thankfully no one lost their lives, but some 
families lost their homes . Many of them lost irreplaceable personal treasures such as 
wedding photos and family heirlooms . No amount of restitution can restore those . 
However, Judge Olson admitted the young man will not be able to pay the full amount 
ordered by the court .

In the Book of Micah, God called His people to court to make restitution for their 
offenses . They offered God what they thought He wanted . They offered burnt offerings 
of yearling calves, thousands of rams, ten thousand rivers of oil, and even their own 
firstborn children . But God did not want any of those offerings . Rather He told Micah 
to tell God’s people what He wanted from them: to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with their God . 

Restitution to the tune of $36 million is pennies compared to the debt Jesus paid for 
us, but He is not asking us to repay it . He only asks that we do what He asked Israel to 
do: to do justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with Him . 
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. GOD’S ACCUSATIONS AGAINST HIS PEOPLE
The injustices of our world are many and a solution is needed . When a person 

goes to the doctor with a problem, he is not satisfied to hear only the prognosis . 
He seeks diagnosis and treatment . The Book of Micah not only is God’s prognosis 
and diagnosis of Judah’s problems, it contains the required treatment . God carefully 
outlined the cause of their problems and then offered the remedy .

A. Injustice
In the Book of Micah, God called attention to the many spiritual problems of Judah 

and highlighted a glaring injustice:

Woe to them that devise iniquity, and work evil upon their beds! when the 
morning is light, they practice it, because it is in the power of their hand. 
And they covet fields, and take them by violence; and houses, and take them 
away: so they oppress a man and his house, even a man and his heritage. 
(Micah 2:1–2)

Nothing is closer to a man’s heart—other than God—than his house, his possessions, 
and his family . To lose these in any manner is a traumatic loss . But when these things 
are taken by force, it is not only a traumatic loss, it is a gross injustice that arrests the 
attention of God . 

God is a god of equity, or impartial justice . According to Psalm 75:7, God records 
all the injustices in the world and holds the guilty responsible . Being God’s chosen 
people did not exempt Judah from His rebuke and retribution for their injustice .

It is not uncommon for loving parents to be partially blind to the misdeeds of their 
children . Perhaps we are all guilty of allowing love to blind us . But God, whose love 
for us is far greater than our love for our children, does not allow His love to blind Him 
against the misdeeds of His people .

 » Relying on your knowledge of the Word of God, do you feel that God is a fair God?

B. Sickness and Desolation 
God let Judah know they would pay in sickness and desolation for their evil deeds . 

It is a common response among evildoers to feel they are getting by . But no one is 
getting by, for we must all stand before Him one day to give an account of the deeds 
done in this body (II Corinthians 5:10) .

God knows how to get our attention . Unfortunately, our attention is often not 
easily obtained . Ideally, God should only have to speak to us once . But frequently 
our attention is arrested only by more desperate means . Sickness and desolation are 
some of the methods God uses . (See Job 33:14–22, 29–30 .)

King Belshazzar’s banquet for his lords serves as an example for us . In the midst 
of debauchery and revelry, God’s hand appeared and wrote on the palace wall . The 
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king’s response was dramatic . “Then the king’s countenance was changed, and his 
thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees 
smote one against another” (Daniel 5:6) .

It is not difficult to see what caused God’s indignation . Not only did Belshazzar and 
his guests drink wine from the sacred vessels taken from the Temple in Jerusalem, but 
the revelers began to praise the gods of gold, silver, brass, iron, wood, and stone . This 
blatant desecration tipped the scale of God’s indignation, causing Him to indict the 
king in dramatic fashion .

When sickness interrupts our schedule, we begin thinking more seriously . If our 
attitude had been frivolous and careless relative to spiritual things, a sobering 
presence replaces all of that . With this newly opened attitude, God is able to reach 
us more readily .

 »  Do you think God ever uses sickness to get our attention? If you feel He does, how 
should we respond?

C. We Must Have Compassion on the Marginalized
Marginalized people are those who for various reasons have been pushed to the 

edge, or margin, of society . Whether the pushing is intentional or unintentional, these 
people find themselves out of the mainstream of society . As such, they usually suffer 
economically, physically, and socially . Often they are stigmatized because of their 
ethnicity, gender, color, physical inabilities, or economical status . Such abuse is 
never merited .

In the case of Judah, God indicted His people for mistreating the women and their 
children and causing them to become homeless . Although we do not know all the 
circumstances of their situation, we know enough to understand God was provoked 
enough to call attention to this injustice and to indict Judah .

 » What is the proper response of Christians to those in need?

II. WHAT PLEASES GOD

A. Do Justly
The word just in the New Testament is translated from a Greek word meaning 

“equitable (in character or act); by implication, innocent, holy, righteous .” In the Old 
Testament just has the meaning of “what is right, what is pronounced right judicially, 
justice .”

According to the definition of just, to please God we must be holy, righteous, 
innocent, and do what is equitable . We must remember that our first obligation is to 
please Him, for pleasing God leads to obedience, which is tantamount to salvation .

If we will be careful to please God in all things, we will not only be right, but we will 
more often be right with our neighbor . There is something about justice that creates 
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an atmosphere of compatibility . Simply being right with God often makes us right with 
our family and neighbors .

To “do justly” could easily be interpreted as “do what is right .” This requirement is a 
response to three major laws: God’s law, man’s law, and our law . God’s law is His Word—
the Bible . Man’s law is primarily the rules set by governments and all the local laws set 
forth . Our law is the inborn set of principles God has placed in every man and woman .

For when the Gentiles, which have not the law, do by nature the things 
contained in the law, these, having not the law, are a law unto themselves: 
which show the work of the law written in their hearts, their conscience 
also bearing witness, and their thoughts the mean while accusing or else 
excusing one another. (Romans 2:14–15)

B. Love Mercy
Without God’s mercy we would not be alive or saved today . Only by His mercy are 

we constituents of His kingdom . For this reason we are committed to love His mercy . 
The power that drives this commitment is not obligation . It is genuine love . It would 
be foolish for us not to love the very reason for our salvation .

Although the words love and mercy occur as a command in Micah 6:8, we should 
not need a command to love mercy . Mercy is too wonderful not to love . Commands 
are for those things that are not easily obeyed . Loving mercy is easy . It is as natural 
to a believer as breathing . However, the difficult part is loving mercy enough that we 
extend it to those we may feel do not deserve it . But before we withhold mercy, let us 
remember, we have also been in need of mercy when we did not deserve it .

As we are commanded to love mercy, we are offered a blessing for doing so . “Blessed 
are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy” (Matthew 5:7) . No one can be called merciful 
who does not love mercy . Therefore, if we love mercy and are merciful, we are promised 
that we shall obtain mercy . This promise is a blessing that is a benefit to believers .

C. Walk Humbly
In Micah 6:8, the word humbly is translated from a root word meaning lowly . 

Without faith it is impossible to please God (Hebrews 11:6) . We cannot have faith 
without trust . It is not possible to trust God when we are trusting ourselves . Pride is 
the attitude of trusting ourselves .

There are other reasons God requires believers to walk humbly . Jesus came to earth 
in the role of a servant (Philippians 2:6–7) . He was our example . According to I Peter 
2:21, we should, “Follow his steps .”

Humility allows God to receive the glory, for all glory belongs to Him . “My glory will 
I not give to another” (Isaiah 42:8) . Pride robs Him of the glory . For this reason, we 
must walk humbly .
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D. We Must Choose to Do What Pleases God
As simple as this statement sounds, many people seem to misunderstand its 

purpose . Our ultimate purpose is to please God, for pleasing God is what salvation is 
all about . He is the Savior of the world, and the only Savior; therefore, He is the only 
one who can give salvation . “Salvation belongeth unto the Lord” (Psalm 3:8) . It is 
obvious that salvation can only be obtained by pleasing or obeying God .

Salvation is a choice . No one can decide for us . Contrary to the precepts of Calvinism, 
we must personally choose whether we want to be saved or lost . Blaming God for 
circumstances that make it more difficult to be victorious is no excuse for being lost . 

We are blessed with benefits for pleasing the Lord . “When a man’s ways please the 
Lord, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him” (Proverbs 16:7) .

 » Is it alright to disobey man’s laws if that is the only way we can please God?

III. THE GOD OF OUR SALVATION

A. He Gives Mercy
The word mercy in the New Testament is translated from Greek words meaning 

“compassion and pity .” If God did not love us, He would never have come to save us . 
Seeing humanity mired in iniquity, He put on flesh, and then visited and redeemed 
us . It was only by His compassion and pity—His great mercy—that He came to save us .

I will have mercy, and not sacrifice. (Matthew 9:13)

In answer to the critical Pharisees who came questioning Jesus in Matthew 9, 
Jesus let them know unequivocally that He was more about mercy than sacrifice . The 
Pharisees were so married to Moses’ law that they could not understand love and 
mercy . They felt that anything gained had to be obtained by sacrifice .

The sacrifice of animals had its place in the Old Testament . The blood of animals 
accomplished what was needed at the time . “The law was given by Moses, but grace 
and truth came by Jesus Christ” (John 1:17) . “For what the law could not do, in that it 
was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, 
and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh” (Romans 8:3) . It was mercy that accomplished 
all of this: “For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats should take away 
sins” (Hebrews 10:4) .

Note that Micah 7:18 uses the term delighteth when referring to mercy . God does 
not show mercy because He feels obligated . It is not something that we earn . Mercy is 
an unmerited, uninherited act of love .

B. He Shows Compassion
Almighty God showed compassion when He manifested Himself in human flesh 

and came to this earth as a man . “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
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life” (John 3:16) . The Incarnation was something He did not have to do . He did not 
create us or visit us in flesh because He was lonely .

He not only showed compassion by coming to this world and dying for lost 
humanity, but He shows compassion daily . Simply put, God’s compassion was not 
just something wonderful in the past . It is something wonderful in the present .

As humans we find it difficult to understand His compassion because we are all too 
familiar with the “doing something for what is in it” concept . Too often our good deeds 
are done with an underlying expectation of something in return . But God became one 
of us to help us with no guarantee of anything in return . In contrast He knew that 
when He came, the very people to whom He came would be the ones to crucify Him . 
He cares unconditionally .

C. God Will Give Salvation and Deliverance to Those Who Live as He Desires
Salvation is simply living as God desires . Although this statement may sound easy, 

it is not . Because we are flesh, we have a lot of desires that originate in carnality and 
are diametrically opposed to God . To please Him is to do what He wants, not what we 
want . Even Jesus said, “Not my will, but thine be done” (Luke 22:42) .

Because of the ever-growing conflict between our will and God’s will, we are in a 
constant struggle . But there is great reward when we find victory in this struggle . Not 
only does victory yield peace, but it will eventually yield eternal life with the God of 
our salvation . 

 » What can you do this week to reflect how gracious God has been to you?

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
We must be concerned about what we are doing to please God . When we read the 

Bible, we need to feel that it was written to us personally . When Jesus says in His 
Word, “I go to prepare a place for you” (John 14:2), we should take the “you” to mean 
us . All the promises to the New Testament believers apply to each of us personally . 
If we will apply this Scripture, the Bible will not seem like an ancient Book written to 
a distant people, but to us . 
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        FOCUS VERSE  
Habakkuk 3:18 

Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation.

        LESSON TEXT 
Habakkuk 1:1–4 

1 The burden which Habakkuk the prophet did see .
2 O Lord, how long shall I cry, and thou wilt not hear! even cry out unto thee of violence, 

and thou wilt not save!
3 Why dost thou shew me iniquity, and cause me to behold grievance? for spoiling and 

violence are before me: and there are that raise up strife and contention .
4 Therefore the law is slacked, and judgment doth never go forth: for the wicked doth 

compass about the righteous; therefore wrong judgment proceedeth .

Habakkuk 3:1–2, 17–19
1 A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet upon Shigionoth .
2 O Lord, I have heard thy speech, and was afraid: O Lord, revive thy work in the midst of 

the years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath remember mercy .
 .  .  .  .  .

17 Although the fig tree shall not blossom, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of 
the olive shall fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; the flock shall be cut off from the fold, 
and there shall be no herd in the stalls:

18 Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation .
19 The Lord God is my strength, and he will make my feet like hinds’ feet, and he will make 

me to walk upon mine high places .

FOCUS THOUGHT
Because God has a plan for our future, we must not grow impatient or lose faith during 
temporary difficulties or suffering.

Rejoicing in Difficult Times

Lesson 11
August 15, 2021
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
During the 1800s the French General Massena, 

who served under Napoleon, arrived at a quaint, 
yet strategic, Austrian town . He had 18,000 
soldiers under his command . They busily began 
preparations to invade the town and take control 
of it . The stunned Austrian citizens were terrified 
by the approaching army . They realized they 
were about to be beaten, killed, and sold into 
slavery . With no options for outside assistance, 
they laid down plans for their counterattack .

What did they do? Since it was Easter Sunday 
and their upcoming deaths were seemingly 
imminent no matter what they did, they went to 
church . In their minds their only defense was to 
hope for a direct intervention from God . So they 
rang the church bells, put on their Sunday best, 
and worshiped the Lord .

When services ended, the Austrian believers 
opened the church doors to find out the entire 
French battalion had left . It turned out that 
General Massena incorrectly confused the ringing 
of the church bells for Easter service with what 
he thought was the announcement of the arrival 
of the entire Austrian army . The city was saved 
because they decided to rejoice in difficult times .

 

        OUTLINE
I. HABAKKUK’S CRY TO THE LORD

A . The Chaldeans 
B . Judgment Sent for Correction
C . God Will Correct Those He Loves

II.  HABAKKUK’S PRAYER FOR REVIVAL 
AND MERCY

A . God Is in Control
B . Rejoice in Difficult Times
C .  We Must Not Grow Impatient or Lose 

Faith in Difficulties or Suffering

         CULTURE CONNECTION
WHEN GOD DOESN’T MAKE SENSE

In 1994 Dr . James Dobson set out to answer one of life’s most unanswerable questions: 
the question of human suffering . Why do bad things happen to good people, and good 
things happen to bad people? He called on his years of counseling experience to help 
shape the principles and precepts in the book . Although it is an excellent resource to 
shed light on darkness, sometimes human suffering still exceeds comprehension . 

Before Dobson wrote, Habakkuk wrote . Habakkuk wrote a short, three-chapter book 
that bears his name . His book could have also been titled When God Doesn’t Make 
Sense . He opened up, asking God why He was silent when Habakkuk cried for help . 
Why did God seem to turn a blind eye to blind injustice in his day? Habakkuk began his 
book full of questions, but he ended it full of faith .

Although precious little changed from chapter one until chapter three, Habakkuk 
shifted his gaze from staring at suffering to staring at the faithfulness of God . When 
he did, he began to understand he did not have to understand God to trust Him . 
Habakkuk’s book and Dobson’s book both point our faith in the same direction . When 
we do not understand God, we can turn our eyes on Him and trust Him . He may not 
always do what we want, but He will always do what is right .
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES
When asked, “How are you doing?” have you ever responded by saying, “Not bad 

under the circumstances?” Stop and think about that . You are letting people know 
that life is really not going your way right then .  Basically you are saying you are living 
life under the circumstances . Perhaps it would be better to learn to live your life 
above the circumstances .

Often in life we are surrounded by adverse situations that have the potential to 
convince us that all hope is gone . Between what the enemy tries to tell us and the tricks 
that our own mind plays on us, it seems easier to simply give up than it is to fight back . 

Philippians 4:4 instructs us, “Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again, I say, Rejoice .” 
If the enemies of doubt, discouragement, and disillusionment do not retreat at the 
first sound of your rejoicing, then rejoice again . When you do, you are serving notice 
that you are not surrendering to your circumstance . Rather, you are rising above it .

I. HABAKKUK’S CRY TO THE LORD
The first words we read by the prophet Habakkuk are the cries of anguish: “O Lord, 

how long shall I cry, and thou wilt not hear?” Throughout time people have prayed 
the same prayer . In times of overwhelming circumstances and discouragement, 
people wonder if God even hears their prayers . They are left to question how long 
they will have to cry out to the Lord before He will respond .

In our text, the prophet’s cry is born out of understanding the times in which 
he lived . Judah was in total rebellion against God . They had forsaken His Word 
and turned to idolatry . The few faithful who remained were being persecuted and 
oppressed . Leadership was taking advantage of the people—instead of protecting 
them, they were actually abusing them .

Twenty-one years earlier, King Josiah had restored the Word of the Lord to the 
people . By this time the land should have been filled with people obeying the Word 
and reaping the blessing that came with that obedience . But when Habakkuk saw 
just how far the people had drifted from living by the Word, he was greatly troubled 
and called out to God to deliver them .

 »  How would you feel if you were Habakkuk and realized that the people who should be 
the most blessed were among the most oppressed?

A. The Chaldeans
The Lord heard the prayer of Habakkuk . However, the response He gave is not one 

the prophet expected or completely understood . The Lord revealed to Habakkuk 
that the answer he was looking for would come through a heathen people—the 
Chaldeans . He went on to describe them as a “bitter and hasty nation” that would be 
used to bring correction to Judah (Habakkuk 1:5–10) . 

Their history was already known to God’s people . They were aggressive and 
followed their own idea of justice . Their mounted troops were like ravening beasts 
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trampling everything in front of them . They put terror into everyone’s heart and 
took captives of every nation they conquered . No nation could stop them, and they 
regarded their might and power as being God-like . 

B. Judgment Sent for Correction
It would be by the hand of the treacherous Chaldeans that God would send 

judgment to Judah . However, Habakkuk had to realize that the judgment of God was 
not without a purpose . His intent in allowing that circumstance to come to His people 
was one of correction . It was not His intent to annihilate them or to even cause them 
to suffer needlessly . 

Jeremiah 46:28 gives us some insight into the mind of the Lord when it comes to 
His correction: 

Fear thou not, O Jacob my servant, saith the Lord: for I am with thee; for I 
will make a full end of all the nations whither I have driven thee: but I will not 
make a full end of thee, but correct thee in measure; yet will I not leave thee 
wholly unpunished.

We can learn from this instance in Israel’s history that the Lord allows things into 
our lives so He can bring needed correction to us . While this concept can be difficult 
to understand, it does have great value . For instance, in raising children there are 
times you have to allow things to happen to them in order for them to come to the 
realization of their wrong behavior . You know the correction they need can only come 
through a form of judgment of their actions . 

Hebrews 12:11 states, “Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, 
but grievous: nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness 
unto them which are exercised thereby .” While children may not understand the 
purpose of discipline at the moment it is being given, as they mature, they come to 
realize the discipline they resented actually produced good in their life . This thought 
is exactly what God was trying to get Habakkuk to understand and to communicate 
to the people .

C. God Will Correct Those He Loves
Understanding that God’s judgment has a purpose means that people must also 

understand that there is a reason God brings correction . He is not some evil tyrant 
waiting to inflict punishment or retribution on His people every time they mess up . He 
does not watch our lives anticipating another opportunity to bring bad circumstances 
into our lives to get our attention .

Rather we need to realize that the motivation for God’s correction is His great, 
unending love for us . Hebrews 12:6 plainly declares, “For whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth .” His motivation for correction is firmly grounded in His love for us . This 
really should help us realize just how important it is for us to not groan and complain 
when these difficult times come our way . If we do, then we are telling God that we do 
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not like how He is choosing to love us right then, and we would rather continue in our 
error instead of being corrected in His love .

A loving, earthly father would never allow his children to practice behaviors that 
were detrimental to their present life as well as their future . Instead motivated by 
deep love, he will seek to bring whatever disciplinary action is necessary to change 
the heart and actions of his children . Therefore, the discipline of the earthly father 
becomes a gift . 

 »  Do you see a benefit in looking at the difficult times that come into your life as a gift 
from God? Explain.

II. HABAKKUK’S PRAYER FOR REVIVAL AND MERCY
Once Habakkuk understood what the Lord was doing, he was left with a choice . He 

could surrender to the mindset that says there is no hope, or he could begin to pray 
for revival and mercy . We have the same choice when adverse circumstances come 
our way . We can choose to continue to complain and grumble to the Lord over things 
being the way they are, or we can come to the realization that God desires us to pray 
and seek His face for good to come of the situation .

The prophet was incredibly transparent with God when he said, “O Lord, I have 
heard thy speech and was afraid” (Habakkuk 3:2) . He was admitting that not only 
was there a fear of the Chaldeans attacking them, but there was also a fear that came 
from knowing God was directing them . 

We can struggle with mixed emotions when we realize that our actions may have 
caused the adversity in our lives and that God is using that adversity to correct us . 
Fear can overwhelm us and paralyze us spiritually . In this case Habakkuk allowed his 
fear of God to motivate him to the right actions of prayer and intercession .

His prayer resounded throughout the heavens when he petitioned God, “O Lord, 
revive thy work in the midst of the years, in the midst of the years make known; in wrath 
remember mercy” (Habakkuk 3:2) . Think about this request: “In wrath remember 
mercy .” What a prayer request to bring before the Lord . He was basically telling the 
Lord that they deserved the adversity that was coming their way . He went on to simply 
appeal to the motivating love of God to be merciful during the time of His judgment .

 »  Can you think of a time when you were thankful for God’s mercy shown to you in 
correction?

A. God Is in Control
During times of adversity and correction, our faith can be put to the test . The stress 

of such situations can cause us to lose our focus on the fact that God is in control, 
even when life is out of control . In those times it is good to remember Isaiah 41:10 
which says, “So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God . 
I will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous hand .”
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Keep in mind that the intent of God is for you to strengthen your relationship with 
Him and to live the best life that you possibly can . He is upholding you with His 
righteous hand in your worst seasons of life .

Times of trial and testing can wear on our hearts and minds, and our focus can be 
distracted from the faithfulness of God . Too often we look everywhere but to Him for 
help . Psalm 46:1 reminds us that “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help 
in trouble .” As you continue to focus on Him and worship Him, He will be your place 
of safety and renewal .

B. Rejoice in Difficult Times
Each one of us will respond in some way to correction and difficult times . Emotions 

can spiral out of control if not responded to correctly . We can be overcome with fear, 
anxiety, and can convince ourselves there is no way out of the situation .

We must remember that if we will rejoice during difficult times, God promised in 
His Word to be there for us . James 1:2 instructs us, “My brethren, count it all joy when 
ye fall into divers temptations .” Seriously? Count it all joy? Absolutely . Often the reply 
comes, “But you don’t know the situation I am in . The last thing I feel like doing is 
rejoicing .”

James is telling us that regardless of the situation we are in, there should be 
rejoicing in our lives . In Philippians 4:4 we are instructed by Paul to “rejoice in the 
Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice .” If you do not feel better after rejoicing the first 
time, then rejoice again . But whatever you do, rejoice in the Lord . 

Rejoicing is good for the mind, the heart, and the spirit . In a time of discouragement 
for Israel, the prophet Nehemiah instructed them to go their way and eat the fat, 
drink the sweet, give to those who had less than they did, and to not let sorrow 
overtake them . He then went on to give the reason why they should rejoice: “for the 
joy of the Lord is your strength” (Nehemiah 8:10) .

While the things happening to you and around you may rob you of your physical 
and spiritual strength, the Word declares we will be renewed as we rejoice in the Lord . 
The power of the Holy Ghost is not only a transforming power but also a renewing 
power .

 »  How does praising and worshiping God in a church service strengthen and encourage 
you?

C. We Must Not Grow Impatient or Lose Faith in Difficulties or Suffering
During times of difficulty and suffering, two of the most difficult things to do is to not 

grow impatient or to lose our faith . We must understand that the situation is working 
for our good . Romans 8:28 tells us, “And we know that all things work together for 
good to them that love God, to them who are the called according to His purpose .” 

However, that does not mean that we do not wish it would hurry along and get the 
work done so that we can move on . We impatiently look for an end to the struggle or 
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the suffering . Our mind goes to work trying to find shortcuts and when they do not 
work, we get frustrated . Our frustration can lead to disappointment, anger, and even 
bitterness . 

Jesus reminded us in Luke 21:19, “In your patience possess ye your souls .” In other 
words during those difficult times that try our patience, we must realize that our 
souls depend on us being patient and letting God complete a work in us for our good . 

Oftentimes our impatience and a lack of faith become interconnected . As we 
become frustrated in waiting for the season to pass, we begin to lose hope and fear 
it never will pass . We become like Habakkuk and begin to cry out to God, “How long 
am I going to pray and cry out to You before You hear me?”

A lack of response from God can cause us to struggle to maintain our faith in Him . 
The physical view of our situation can block our spiritual view of the God who is in 
control of our situation . We allow a temporary circumstance—that is actually for our 
ultimate good—to rob us of an eternal rejoicing in the Lord .

 » Do you recall a time when your impatience made the situation worse? Explain.

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
One of the great advantages of growing older as you serve the Lord is the ability 

to look back over your life and see His faithfulness . In Romans 1:17 we are told, “For 
therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith .” In other words as we 
go from one experience that builds our faith to the next experience that also builds 
our faith, we are able to see God’s righteousness at work in our lives .

As we faithfully serve Him and rejoice in difficult times, He will strengthen us and 
increase our faith . Even in those difficult times that we create, like Judah did during 
the time of Habakkuk, God can still work those times for our good . But we must do 
just as Habakkuk pledged to do in Habakkuk 3:18, “Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will 
joy in the God of my salvation .”

If you are going through a difficult time right now, take heart . God is giving you 
another opportunity to rejoice in Him and see His righteousness at work in your life . 
As you rejoice, you are sounding out for the world to hear that you are not surrendering 
but looking for complete deliverance and victory . 
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           FOCUS VERSE  
Nahum 1:7 

The Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and he knoweth them that trust in him.

           LESSON TEXT 
Nahum 1:1–7

1 The burden of Nineveh . The book of the vision of Nahum the Elkoshite .
2 God is jealous, and the Lord revengeth; the Lord revengeth, and is furious; the Lord will 

take vengeance on his adversaries, and he reserveth wrath for his enemies .
3 The Lord is slow to anger, and great in power, and will not at all acquit the wicked: the 

Lord hath his way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet . 
4 He rebuketh the sea, and maketh it dry, and drieth up all the rivers: Bashan languisheth, 

and Carmel, and the flower of Lebanon languisheth .
5 The mountains quake at him, and the hills melt, and the earth is burned at his presence, 

yea, the world, and all that dwell therein .
6 Who can stand before his indignation? and who can abide in the fierceness of his anger? 

his fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down by him .
7 The Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and he knoweth them that trust in 

him .

FOCUS THOUGHT
We must trust in God’s plan to redeem and restore us.

The Avenger

Lesson 12
August 22, 2021
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
Have you ever really prayed, I mean really 

prayed for God to take vengeance on someone 
on your behalf? More important, have you ever 
wondered why God did not take vengeance on 
your behalf as quickly as you expected Him 
to? After all, Romans 12:19 boldly declares, 
“Vengeance is mine; I will repay, saith the Lord .” 

Perhaps we need to be careful to understand 
the purpose of vengeance and even more careful 
to not exact vengeance ourselves . It could 
be possible that the reason God is not taking 
vengeance on your behalf is because you already 
exercised it yourself . Instead of letting the Lord 
work, you jumped into action . Instead of holding 
your peace, you let your tongue run wild . 

The Lord will not allow you to suffer defeat and 
destruction at the hands of your enemies without 
taking vengeance . He will avenge you in His time 
and in His way . Because He is slow to anger, we 
can be quick to misunderstand . We must learn to 
trust Him to be our redeemer and restorer . 

        OUTLINE
I. GOD’S SOVEREIGNITY

A . He Will Avenge His People
B . Slow to Anger
C . The Lord Is Good
D .  Because God Is Good, He Must Judge 

Sin

II. NINEVAH’S JUDGMENT
A .  Had Opportunity to Repent Because of 

Jonah’s Preaching
B . Returned to Their Sin
C .  God Judged the Ninevites’ Sin in Order 

to Restore His People
D .  We Must Trust in God’s Plan to Redeem 

and Restore Us

         CULTURE CONNECTION
THE REST OF THE STORY 

Sarah lived through a nightmare . In 2010 an intruder abducted her after brutally 
killing her mother, brother, and family friend . The police located him, arrested him, 
and rescued Sarah . He had been holding her hostage for four days . The community 
mourned but was thankful sixteen-year-old Sarah was still alive . Three years later she 
lived through another nightmare . Her father punched her in the back, and five days 
later, her stepmother kicked her down a flight of stairs . 

Her kidnapping made national news, but only local news outlets reported on the 
assaults she suffered three years later . It is a harsh reminder that life continues after 
the lights and cameras have been turned off, as it was for Jonah in his day and the city 
of Nineveh . From the time we are old enough to say the word whale, we hear about 
Jonah and the whale . We know Jonah preached to Nineveh, the Ninevites fasted and 
repented, and God forgave them . Long after the national news cameras of Jonah’s day 
were covering another story, Nineveh relented on their repentance .

That is why Nahum wrote his book . His book tells the rest of the story of the wicked 
city of Nineveh . God judged the nation of Assyria—especially its capital city, Nineveh—
and restored His people . Perhaps God would have forgiven the Ninevites again if they 
had repented again, but they did not . God poured out His promised judgment for their 
“endless cruelty” and redeemed His people in His mercy . 

The rest of the story of Nineveh is a short story because they did not repent of their 
sins . May the same never be said of us .
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       SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES
From the beginning God has had a plan for His people . Whenever someone rises 

up against them, God will always avenge them and fulfill His plan . Our responsibility 
is not to take vengeance into our own hands, but to trust the hand of the Lord to work 
on our behalf . The more confident you are in God, the more confident you will be that 
He will be your avenger at the right time . 

We must put down the carnal desire to seek vengeance and instead seek after God 
to be our avenger . After all, judgment left in His hands will be executed far better than 
we could ever do .

I. GOD’S SOVEREIGNITY
Perhaps one of the greatest struggles the carnal mind has is fully comprehending 

that God is sovereign . Our flesh wants to be in control of our life and fights against 
the idea that God created everything, orders everything, and rules over everything . 

Our finite mind struggles with understanding just how God created everything out 
of nothing but the expression of His desire through the sound of His voice . The world 
that surrounds us is but a mere expression of a limitless God . This idea is far beyond 
our comprehension . We do much better with things that have limits . After all, we are 
surrounded by limitations: the limitation of time, the limitation of space, and the 
limitation of resources . We are limited by our ability and our knowledge .

But God is sovereign . He rules and reigns over everything because He created 
everything . He has the right to do as He wills with any of His creation . Psalm 115:3 
declares, “But our God is in the heavens: he hath done whatsoever he hath pleased .” 
For one not living for God, this knowledge can be a terror, but for one faithfully 
following Him, it is a great comfort .

A. He Will Avenge His People
It would stand to reason that God will fight on behalf of those who are serving Him . 

Hebrews 10:30 lets us know, “For we know him that hath said, Vengeance belongeth 
unto me, I will recompense, saith the Lord .” When it comes to handling offences in 
the lives of His people, the Lord said He will take care of balancing the scales . 

Out of all this sovereign God created, nothing means more to Him than His people . 
As much as God loves all of creation, He loves humanity even more . This love is not a 
fickle love that is here one day and gone the next . It is a faithful, never-ending love . 

First John 3:1 tells us, “Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon 
us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us not, be-
cause it knew him not .” That is amazing . Out of all of creation He chose us to be sons 
and daughters of His . When a child is hurt or abused, a loving father will step into the sit-
uation and attempt to make it right . This is exactly what God will do for us when we have 
been done wrong by our enemies . He will take vengeance on them because He loves us .

 » Why do we need to allow God to be our avenger?
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B. Slow to Anger
Just because He will avenge us does not mean He will instantly respond during our 

time of trouble and conflict . Indeed many times it seems as if He is not even aware 
of what we are going through . But we must keep in mind that His ways are above our 
ways and His thoughts are above our thoughts (Isaiah 55:8) .

In addition His emotions are not like our emotions . While the Bible does declare 
that God is emotional, He is not out of control . When we read Psalm 103:8 we better 
understand how God avenges in His time: “The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to 
anger, and plenteous in mercy .” 

We may not see Him take vengeance today or even tomorrow . It may happen so far 
removed from where we are that we almost forget about the offense . But God does 
not . He is simply slow to anger . He is not some evil tyrant just waiting to pour out 
wrath and vengeance on our behalf . Rather He patiently waits for the right time to 
take vengeance on our behalf .

 »  Have you ever felt like the Lord was much too slow in acting on your behalf? If so, did 
you learn anything about the character of God in the process?

C. The Lord Is Good
Psalm 100:5 says, “For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; and his truth 

endureth to all generations .” At the heart of our relationship with God is the knowledge 
that God is good . The central theme of the Word of God is that God is a holy God, and 
therefore all that God is and does is good . Everything evil would be opposite to the 
character and nature of God . That means He cannot allow those who would do evil to 
His people to go unpunished . His sense of goodness demands justice .

Because God is good, He only desires good for us . As we become like Him, we 
reflect His goodness . The more of His image we reflect, the more His goodness is 
reflected toward us . As His goodness is reflected toward us, we realize that He will 
not allow us to be destroyed by our enemies .

D. Because God Is Good, He Must Judge Sin
Sin destroys the human soul . It is obvious that all sin would be evil and therefore 

not acceptable to a good God . When we allow sin into our lives, we are actively 
working against the goodness of God . In so doing we are separating ourselves from 
the very relationship He desires to have with us .

For that reason, He must judge sin . His goodness will not allow Him to leave sin 
unpunished . If He were to ignore sin and allow us to continue living how we wanted 
to live, He would actually be condoning us not being in a right relationship with Him .

As He judges sin and brings correction into our lives, He is manifesting His 
goodness to us . The apostle Paul expressed this so well in Romans 2:4 when he said, 
“Or despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; 
not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?”
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He will avenge us of our sin so that our relationship with Him can be restored . His 
goodness leads us to repentance, even when He is using judgment as a means of 
bringing us back to a right place with Him . 

 » Have you ever been guilty of not wanting God to be a God of judgment? Explain.

II. NINEVEH’S JUDGMENT
In the opening verses of the Book of Nahum, we find God giving Nahum a message 

of vengeance for Nineveh . The Lord quickly established the reasons why judgment 
was coming: (1) God is a jealous God; (2) the Lord executes revenge with passion; (3) 
He will take vengeance on those who rebel against Him .

The Lord is quick to explain that this judgment was not a sudden act of emotion 
and anger . Verse 3 lets us know that the Lord is slow to anger, great in His power, and 
He cannot ignore the sin that separates people from Him . In the remainder of verse 3 
through the end of verse 6, Nahum continued to write and describe the great power 
God has over the forces of nature and that He has His way with all that He created .

The Lord is slow to anger, and great in power, and will not at all acquit the 
wicked: the Lord hath his way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the 
clouds are the dust of his feet. He rebuketh the sea, and maketh it dry, and 
drieth up all the rivers: Bashan languisheth, and Carmel, and the flower of 
Lebanon languisheth. The mountains quake at him, and the hills melt, and 
the earth is burned at his presence, yea, the world, and all that dwell therein. 
Who can stand before his indignation? and who can abide in the fierceness 
of his anger? his fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down 
by him. (Nahum 1:3–6)

The remainder of the first chapter of Nahum details the intent of the Lord to deliver 
Judah once again . He was using the judgment against Nineveh as the means of doing 
so .  “The Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and he knoweth them that 
trust in him” (Nahum 1:7) . God is a place of safety and security for His people . But He 
knows when someone is not putting their trust in Him . It is to those who trust in the 
flesh and in sin that God will bring judgment . 

 » How do we know when we are placing our trust in ourselves instead of in the Lord?

A. Had Opportunity to Repent Because of Jonah’s Preaching
God’s natural parameter of mercy is incredibly broad, while His parameter of 

judgment is incredibly narrow . However, as a person tramples on His mercy by 
sinning or returning to sin, the parameter of God’s mercy narrows, and His parameter 
of judgment broadens . Nineveh became a prime example of this happening and 
should serve as a warning to all of us .
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Approximately one hundred years prior to the time of Nahum, the Lord had shown 
great mercy to the people of Nineveh and all of Assyria when He sent the prophet 
Jonah . The prophet came with a plea for Nineveh to repent or else God was going to 
destroy them . 

Amazingly the people repented and turned toward the Lord . The mercy of the 
Lord was extended to them because of their repentant response . This was a result 
of several things . In Jonah 3:5 we are told that they believed God, in verse five they 
proclaimed a fast to show mourning and humiliation, and verse eight tells us they 
called for everyone to pray to God as well as return to a moral life .

B. Returned to Their Sin
The tragedy is that their commitment was short-lived . Soon after Jonah’s revival, 

the people turned back to the evil and wickedness they were involved in before 
God showed them mercy . It was not long before they were once again consumed by 
wickedness and idolatry .

It would seem that their repentance was motivated more by a fear of being 
destroyed than it was about having a right relationship with God . When repentance 
is offered merely as an escape from judgment, there will most always eventually be a 
return to sin . The Ninevites were, as some people are today, moved for the moment 
when judgment was proclaimed, but once the mercy of God gave them a reprieve, 
they returned to the same sins they had recently repented of .

C. God Judged the Ninevites’ Sin in Order to Restore His People
Sin had driven the people of Nineveh so far from God that they declared war on 

God’s people, and it angered the Lord . For several years Nineveh had returned to 
their sin and it displeased the Lord . But when they decided to rise up against Judah, 
the Lord intervened . He had allowed Judah to suffer under the oppression of the 
Ninevites in order to correct them . 

Although the Lord had allowed Nineveh to be instruments of His correction for His 
people, He would not allow Nineveh to destroy Judah . Nahum 1:12 informs us, “Thus 
saith the Lord; Though they be quiet, and likewise many, yet thus shall they be cut down, 
when he shall pass through . Though I have afflicted thee, I will afflict thee no more .” 

The Lord was declaring that He was going to let loose His vengeance upon Nineveh . 
God’s sense of justice demands that He execute judgment on those who would 
attack and abuse His people . Those who have been faithful in serving Him deserve 
to be vindicated . By judging Nineveh for their actions, the Lord was showing Judah 
that He had not forsaken them, even during their time of rebelling against the Lord . 

 »  Have you ever seen the Lord act with judgment to protect you, or someone you know? 
Explain.
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D. We Must Trust in God’s Plan to Redeem and Restore Us
God well understands we are human and are subject to failing and falling short . 

Thankfully He is a God of mercy and is slow to anger . His desire for relationship with 
us is shown through His actions of both judgment and deliverance in our lives . He is 
longsuffering during our times of walking away from Him . 

Our own actions can bring us into places of judgment in our lives . “Be not deceived; 
God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap” (Galatians 
6:7) . Even though God may use the circumstances of our life to correct us, we have 
to trust that He has our best interest at heart . We have to trust that He has a plan to 
redeem and restore us . 

Just as He told Judah that He would allow them to be corrected but not destroyed, 
He will do the same for us . His plan from the beginning was a plan of redemption and 
restoration . While He has to judge, He will always do so with mercy . Nahum declared 
that God is a God of vengeance and that He will not let the oppressors of His people 
go unpunished .

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
We see the deepest desire of the heart of God in verses such as Jeremiah 29:11, 

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord, thoughts of peace, 
and not of evil, to give you an expected end .” God’s intent is not destruction but 
correction . He is fully expecting us to make it to Heaven and spend eternity with Him .

When we find ourselves oppressed and under the weight of a constant attack by 
our enemy, we have to remind ourselves of the intent of God .  Romans 8:28 states, 
“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to his purpose .” What a confidence we can have in the 
Word of God .

We know we are called according to His purpose . We should never let our faith 
waiver when it seems as if we are about to be destroyed . Rather we should express 
every confidence that God will avenge us and that what is happening in our lives is 
working for our good . He is good; His plan is good; we are in His plan; He will avenge 
us of those who would seek to destroy His plan for our life .

When we allow Him to be our avenger, we are declaring that we trust Him to fulfill 
His plan in us . We are identifying ourselves as belonging to Him and trusting that He 
is a sovereign God who will judge our enemies and deliver us . Psalm 35 describes it 
best: “Plead my cause, O Lord, with them that strive with me: fight against them that 
fight against me . Take hold of shield and buckler, and stand up for mine help . Draw 
out also the spear, and stop the way against them that persecute me: say unto my 
soul, I am thy salvation” (Psalm 35:1–3) .
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        FOCUS VERSES 
Exodus 7:1–2

And the Lord said unto Moses, See, I have made thee a god to Pharaoh: and Aaron thy brother 
shall be thy prophet.  Thou shalt speak all that I command thee: and Aaron thy brother shall speak 
unto Pharaoh, that he send the children of Israel out of his land.

        LESSON TEXT 
Numbers 12:6–8

6 And he said, Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I the Lord will make 
myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream .

7 My servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in all mine house .
8 With him will I speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the 

similitude of the Lord shall he behold: wherefore then were ye not afraid to speak against my 
servant Moses?

Deuteronomy 18:15–22
15 The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, 

like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken;
16 According to all that thou desiredst of the Lord thy God in Horeb in the day of the 

assembly, saying, Let me not hear again the voice of the Lord my God, neither let me see this 
great fire any more, that I die not .

17 And the Lord said unto me, They have well spoken that which they have spoken .
18 I will raise them up a Prophet from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my 

words in his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him .
19 And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he shall 

speak in my name, I will require it of him .
20 But the prophet, which shall presume to speak a word in my name, which I have not 

commanded him to speak, or that shall speak in the name of other gods, even that prophet 
shall die .

21 And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the word which the Lord hath not 
spoken?

22 When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing follow not, nor come 
to pass, that is the thing which the Lord hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it 
presumptuously: thou shalt not be afraid of him .

FOCUS THOUGHT
Prophets speak on behalf of God.

The Role of the Prophet  
and Prophecy

Lesson 13
August 29, 2021
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        CONTEMPLATING THE TOPIC
In December 1901 The Ladies Home Journal 

published an article by John Elfreth Watkins, Jr . 
titled, “What May Happen in the Next Hundred 
Years .” Watkins did not consult psychics; 
instead, he interviewed respected scientists and 
university professors . Some of their predictions 
had a measure of accuracy, but others were 
laughably off base: Nicaragua and Mexico would 
join the United States before 2001 . There would 
be no C, X, or Q in the English alphabet . Russian 
would be the second most spoken language in 
the world; it is actually eighth . There would be 
no animals except in zoos . Rats and mice would 
be exterminated . Strawberries, raspberries, and 
blackberries would be as big as apples .

The truth is, God alone knows what tomorrow 
holds . Sometimes He tells people what will 
happen so they can inform others . We call those 
people prophets .

        OUTLINE
I. PROPHETS

A . True Prophets
B . False Prophets

II. PROPHECY
A . Old Testament
B . New Testament

III.  JESUS CHRIST, THE ULTIMATE 
PROPHET

         CULTURE CONNECTION
WINNERS AND LOSERS

Meet Brian Morris . Brian was a fifty-four-year-old man from the small town of 
Clarendon Hills, Illinois, when he won $125 million playing the Powerball lottery . His 
friends and family asked what he would do with his freshly gained fortune . Would he 
continue to work? Would he retire and collect a pension? Would he just quit and walk 
away? He told them, “Watch the news and see .”

Within a few days, they watched the news and saw their wealthy friend posing for 
his mugshot . He was accused of dumping over $200,000 of manure on his ex-boss’s 
lawn . I suppose his actions answered their questions . This story reeks of more than 
just fertilizer; it reeks of fake news because it is fake news . But over two million people 
viewed it on Facebook and nearly 300,000 shared it . The grinning mugshot photo was 
real, but it was from a DUI years earlier . 

Before fake news was a worldwide pest, false prophecy caused people to scratch 
their heads and shrug their shoulders . Could people believe the prophetic claims of 
mortal men who claimed to know the future? Was prophecy really true? All through the 
Old Testament and even the New, God spoke to His people through His prophets . Many 
men stood in front of many crowds with a word from God for them . But many men also 
stood before the same crowds with a word from themselves for others . 

It is sometimes difficult to know when a prophecy is from God or just from man . But 
God’s Word will always confirm or deny prophecy . Do not let fake news or false prophets 
tarnish this shining gift from God to His church . God still speaks . We must still listen .  
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        SEARCHING THE SCRIPTURES

I. PROPHETS
The first mention of a prophet in Scripture appears in Genesis 20:7: “Now therefore 

restore the man his wife; for he is a prophet, and he shall pray for thee, and thou shalt 
live: and if thou restore her not, know thou that thou shalt surely die, thou, and all 
that are thine .” When Abraham said his wife Sarah was his sister, Abimelech took her . 
In a dream God warned Abimelech of his impending death if he did not return Sarah 
to Abraham .

The word prophet, like all words, is defined by its context . Here the only contextual 
clue we have to its meaning is that prophets pray, and their prayers are answered .

More specific insight is seen in Exodus 7:1–2 . In response to his reluctance to speak 
to Pharaoh, God told Moses, “See, I have made thee a god to Pharaoh: and Aaron thy 
brother shall be thy prophet . Thou shalt speak all that I command thee: and Aaron thy 
brother shall speak unto Pharaoh, that he send the children of Israel out of his land .” 
This summarizes God’s previous words to Moses concerning Aaron’s leadership role 
among the Israelites:

Is not Aaron the Levite thy brother? I know that he can speak well. And also, 
behold, he cometh forth to meet thee: and when he seeth thee, he will be 
glad in his heart. And thou shalt speak unto him, and put words in his 
mouth: and I will be with thy mouth, and with his mouth, and will teach you 
what ye shall do. And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people: and he 
shall be, even he shall be to thee instead of a mouth, and thou shalt be to 
him instead of God. (Exodus 4:14–16)

These texts identify a prophet as a spokesperson . As we see throughout Scripture, 
a true prophet is a spokesperson for God .

Prophets may be men or women, and their words are known as prophecies . 
Sometimes prophecies may be delivered not as words, but as actions or other forms 
of visualization .

 » Can you think of any women in Scripture who are identified as prophetesses?

A. True Prophets
When Aaron and Miriam, Moses’ siblings, criticized him for his marriage, God said 

to both of them:

Hear now my words: If there be a prophet among you, I the Lord will make 
myself known unto him in a vision, and will speak unto him in a dream. My 
servant Moses is not so, who is faithful in all mine house. With him will I 
speak mouth to mouth, even apparently, and not in dark speeches; and the 
similitude of the Lord shall he behold: wherefore then were ye not afraid to 
speak against my servant Moses? (Numbers 12:6–8)
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Aaron was a spokesperson for Moses . Moses was a spokesperson for God . Even 
though he did not think he was qualified to speak to Pharaoh on behalf of God, Moses 
still spoke God’s words to Aaron, who then passed the message on to Pharaoh .

This means Moses was, after all, a prophet . (See Deuteronomy 18:15; 34:10 .) But 
he was not only a prophet . It was common for God to speak to prophets in dreams 
and visions . God spoke to Moses “face to face, even plainly, and not in dark sayings .” 
Moses did not merely have visions and dreams; he saw “the form of the Lord” 
(Numbers 12:8, NKJV) .

This does not mean Moses saw God physically with his natural eyes . When Moses 
asked to see God’s glory, the Lord answered:

I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the name 
of the Lord before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and 
will shew mercy on whom I will shew mercy. And he said, Thou canst not see 
my face: for there shall no man see me, and live. . . . Behold, there is a place 
by me, and thou shalt stand upon a rock: And it shall come to pass, while my 
glory passeth by, that I will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee 
with my hand while I pass by: And I will take away mine hand, and thou shalt 
see my back parts: but my face shall not be seen. (Exodus 33:19–23)

We must keep in mind here that God is Spirit . (See John 4:24 .) As such He is invisible 
to the natural eye . (See Colossians 1:15; Hebrews 11:27 .) Moses would not be able to 
look directly at God with his eyes . The goodness (tōv) of God—a term for God’s glory—
would pass by while Moses was hidden in a cleft—a split in a rock—with God’s hand 
covering him . What Moses saw was truly awesome, but it was the “back parts” of God . 
We might say Moses saw the afterglow of where God’s goodness had been . The word 
translated glory (kabōd) refers to some kind of weighty and abundant splendor . No 
one who glimpsed this with the natural eye would survive .

To say God spoke to Moses “face to face, even plainly, and not in dark sayings” 
and that he saw “the form of the Lord” must be understood from the perspective 
of Exodus . For example, “face to face” is a figure of speech—a way of explaining 
the clarity of the communication . The word form refers to whatever represented the 
presence of the Lord, but it was not a tangible, physically visible image .

Visions and dreams are not to be despised . God communicates through them . But 
they require interpretation . The Lord’s words to Moses required no interpretation . It 
was quite clear what God meant with the first words He spoke .

Perhaps one reason for this is that Moses was called to write Scripture . Other prophets 
wrote as well, including their visions and dreams, but they did not fully comprehend the 
meaning of all they wrote . (See Romans 16:25–26; Ephesians 3:3–5; Hebrews 1:1–2 .)

True prophets do not presume upon this ministry . A call from God is involved . For 
example, the Lord said to Elijah, “Elisha the son of Shaphat .  .  . shalt thou anoint to be 
prophet in thy room” (I Kings 19:16) . When in a vision Isaiah heard the voice of the Lord 
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saying, “Whom shall I send,” Isaiah answered, “Here am I; send me .” The Lord answered, 
“Go, and tell this people, Here ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but 
perceive not” (Isaiah 6:8–9) . Amos said, “I was no prophet, neither was I a prophet’s 
son; but I was an herdman, and a gatherer of sycamore fruit: and the Lord took me as I 
followed the flock, and the Lord said unto me, Go, prophesy unto my people Israel” (Amos 
7:14–15) . The word of the Lord came to Jeremiah saying, “Before I formed thee in the belly I 
knew thee; and before thou camest forth out of the womb I sanctified thee, and I ordained 
thee a prophet unto the nations” (Jeremiah 1:5) . After Ezekiel saw a breathtaking vision of 
the glory of the Lord, the Spirit entered him and the Lord said, “Son of man, I send thee to 
the children of Israel, to a rebellious nation that hath rebelled against me: they and their 
fathers have transgressed against me, even unto this very day” (Ezekiel 2:3) .

In the New Testament, prophets are among the gifts God gives to the church “for 
the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body 
of Christ” (Ephesians 4:12) . Paul listed them secondly on two lists, once in Ephesians 
4:11 and again in I Corinthians 12:28 . In Ephesians, prophets are listed just after 
apostles and just before evangelists . In I Corinthians, they are found immediately 
after apostles and before teachers .

Just as women prophets are seen in the Old Testament, like Miriam (Exodus 15:20), 
Deborah (Judges 4:4), Huldah (II Kings 22:14), Noadiah (Nehemiah 6:14), and Isaiah’s 
wife (Isaiah 8:3), so they are found in the New Testament (Luke 2:36) . 

It is reasonable to assume that all prophets and prophetesses would be gifted to 
prophesy, but not all who prophesy are prophets . A prophet is a person who fills a specific 
role in the church . Prophecy is a gift—not a person—that God gives to some people, as 
He does the rest of the gifts of the Spirit . For instance, Agabus is identified as a prophet, 
and he foretold specific events . (See Acts 11:27–28; 21:10–11 .) On the other hand, Philip, 
the evangelist, had four daughters who prophesied (Acts 21:8–9) . Since they are not 
identified as prophetesses, it may be that they simply had the gift of prophecy, a gift like 
six others listed in Romans 12:6–8 . These gifts describe functions, not persons .

 »  As you look at the list of gifts in Romans 12:6–8, which one do you think you have been given?

B. False Prophets
It is no surprise to find false prophets mentioned in Scripture . There are always 

counterfeits to the gifts of God . The tendency of false prophets is to tell people what 
they want to hear .

In the days of Jeremiah, when the Babylonian invasion was pending, some who 
claimed to be speaking for God assured the people there would be peace and no famine . 
The Lord told Jeremiah, “The prophets prophesy lies in my name: I sent them not, neither 
have I commanded them, neither spake unto them: they prophesy unto you a false vision 
and divination, and a thing of nought, and the deceit of the heart” (Jeremiah 14:14) .
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Jesus warned against false prophets and explained they could be known by their 
fruit (Matthew 7:15–16, 20) . He said there would be many false prophets who would be 
able, by great signs and wonders, to deceive possibly even the “very elect” (Matthew 
24:11, 24; see also Mark 13:22) .

One way to detect falsehood is to compare what is taught to Scripture . Peter pointed 
out that false teachers, like the false prophets of old, “bring in damnable heresies, 
even denying the Lord that bought them, and [they] bring upon themselves swift 
destruction” (II Peter 2:1) . These false teachers are characterized by covetousness, 
and they “make merchandise” of those who follow them (II Peter 2:3) .

John explained that there are spirits behind false teaching: 

Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: 
because many false prophets are gone out into the world. Hereby know ye the 
Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh 
is of God: And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the 
flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard 
that it should come; and even now already is it in the world. (I John 4:1–3)

In addition to Scripture itself, the gift of the discerning of spirits is helpful in 
detecting false prophecy and false teaching . (See I Corinthians 12:10 .) This gift can aid 
in determining whether the Holy Spirit, a human spirit, or an evil spirit is the source of a 
prophecy or teaching . Although prophets have the liberty to speak in the church, after 
two or three have spoken, others should evaluate what has been said (I Corinthians 
14:29–32) . It is always possible, even with the gift of prophecy, for persons to go 
beyond what God is leading them to say . For this reason, Paul wrote that those who 
prophesy should “prophesy according to the proportion of faith” (Romans 12:6) . This 
is apparently a reference to the faith God has given them for the exercise of their gift .

 » Have you ever heard a “prophecy” that was in opposition to biblical truth? Explain.

II. PROPHECY

A. Old Testament
The prophets who ministered in the era of the Old Testament reminded those to 

whom they spoke of the warnings God had given Israel of the consequences for 
disobedience to the law of Moses . They also addressed events current at the time of 
their ministry and prophesied of future events . In this sense, the prophets spoke of 
the past, the present, and the future .

For example, Amos pointed back to the law of Moses as evidence of Israel’s 
disobedience: 

Thus saith the Lord; For three transgressions of Judah, and for four, I will not 
turn away the punishment thereof; because they have despised the law of 
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the Lord, and have not kept his commandments, and their lies caused them 
to err, after the which their fathers have walked. (Amos 2:4)

Nathan responded with immediate approval of David’s plan to build the Temple, 
but was corrected by God: “And Nathan said to the king, Go, do all that is in thine 
heart; for the Lord is with thee . And it came to pass that night, that the word of the 
Lord came unto Nathan” (II Samuel 7:3–4) . David was not to build a house for God; 
God would build a house for him (II Samuel 7:11) . In this sense, Nathan addressed 
a current situation, David’s plan to build a temple, as he did as a consequence of 
David’s sin with Bathsheba (II Samuel 12) .

The Lord revealed to Samuel—a child prophet—the future of Eli’s family (I Samuel 
3:11–14) . God did not let Samuel’s “words fall to the ground” (I Samuel 3:19) .

B. New Testament
Like their Old Testament counterparts, New Testament prophets foretold the future, 

as in the case of Agabus’s prophecy about a coming famine and Paul’s persecution in 
Jerusalem (Acts 11:28; 21:10) .

In general the purpose of prophecy in the New Testament era is the edification, or 
upbuilding and strengthening, of the church (I Corinthians 14:3–5) . Prophecy is also 
useful in bringing unbelievers to faith: “But if all prophesy, and there come in one that 
believeth not, or one unlearned, he is convinced of all, he is judged of all: and thus 
are the secrets of his heart made manifest; and so falling down on his face he will 
worship God, and report that God is in you of a truth” (I Corinthians 14:24–25) .

The practice of prophecy by all believers in the church was anticipated by Moses and 
Joel . This does not mean all believers are prophets so that they prophesy regularly, 
but that the potential is there when prophetic words are needed .

Would God that all the Lord’s people were prophets, and that the Lord 
would put his spirit upon them! (Numbers 11:29)

And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all 
flesh; and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall 
dream dreams, your young men shall see visions. (Joel 2:28)

Are all apostles? are all prophets? are all teachers? are all workers of 
miracles? (I Corinthians 12:29)

 »  Have you ever given a prophetic word that was confirmed by other members of the 
church? Explain.

III. JESUS CHRIST, THE ULTIMATE PROPHET
In some of His last words before His ascension, Jesus said, “These are the words which 

I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were 
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written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning me” 
(Luke 24:44) . One of these messianic prophecies is found in Deuteronomy 18:15–19:

The Lord thy God will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, 
of thy brethren, like unto me; unto him ye shall hearken; according to all 
that thou desiredst of the Lord thy God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, 
saying, Let me not hear again the voice of the Lord my God, neither let me 
see this great fire any more, that I die not. And the Lord said unto me, They 
have well spoken that which they have spoken. I will raise them up a Prophet 
from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his 
mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command him. And it 
shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto my words which he 
shall speak in my name, I will require it of him.

People were still looking for this prophet in the first century . Some erroneously 
thought John the Baptist fulfilled this prophecy (John 1:21, 25) . When Jesus fed the five 
thousand, some who observed this miracle said, “This is of a truth that prophet that 
should come into the world” (John 6:14) . They were right . His words were God’s words .

 » In what ways have you heard the voice of the Lord?

        INTERNALIZING THE MESSAGE
It is not uncommon for believers to say they have heard from God . Not many claim 

they have heard an audible voice from God, but some do .
It may seem presumptuous to say God has spoken to you, but the Bible is the story 

of God communicating with people . As you look back over your life, can you recall 
at least one time you are sure you heard God’s voice? Learn to listen because He is 
speaking to you . 




