Duplex Baptist Church_Organized in 1902

The Duplex Baptist Church was organized in 1902, although the earliest written records
of the church only date back to 1905. According to oral history Dr. R. H. Trimble
donated the land upon which the present church and parsonage are located. In or
around 1902 the community saw the need for a local church. Collections were taken
from throughout the community to forma Baptist Church. A few people in the
community, however, refused to give to the collections, for they supported an
interdenominational church rather than a Baptist Church.
The church has the records of new members as early as 1905 when members joined by
statement, letter, and baptism. The records affirm that the church was an organized
Southern Baptist Church, for the associational records of 1906 indicate that Duplex sent
M. A. Dial, Verna Trimble, and J. W. Griffin to the Twentieth Annual Baptist Associational
meeting of the Fannin Baptist Association.
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The first recorded pastor was J. P. Morris from Ector. Rev. Morris also pastored the
Ector Baptist Church. In 1906, the church had a total membership of 51 persons.
One of the first revivals or “protracted meetings” as they were called, was held in July of
1912. The meeting resulted in five additions to the church. One by letter and four by
baptism.
In the next few years Duplex showed much growth with the work of several new
pastors: Rev. McClung, Rev. Banks, and Rev. Jenkins serving from 1912-1915. These
early years were times of strict church discipline and unprecedented enthusiasm and
love among the brethren at Duplex.
Another interesting fact about the early church has to do with Christian conduct.
Several members were dismissed for unchristian conduct such as using bad language
and dancing. The church appointed an investigation committee to look into the conduct
of their members, to visit them personally, and to talk to them about their conduct.
Deacons that served Duplex Church in the early years were G. D. Chapman, W. H.
Chance, J. H. Dunn, J. W. Griffin, William Lourimore, W. H. Nichols, P. J. Peterson, W.
P. Thompsond, and John Phillips. The first recorded ordination of deacons was on
March 9, 1918 when Rev. Milam and Rev. Butch ordained Bro. J. P. Peterson, Bro.
William Lourimore, bro. W. P. Thompson, Bro. W. H. Chance, and Bro. Jim Griffin.
During the period of 1916 to 1918 the church continued to be active and was under the
leadership of pastors B. H. Borroughs and G. R. McCraw.
Bro. B. F. Milam was called as pastor of the church in april of 1919. According to oral
history Rev. Milam was quite a forceful preacher, pastor, and minister. Perhaps related
to some giving program or tithe, Bro. Milam is reported to have required a certain
amount of giving from members of the congregation. Many members who refused to
“allow the pastor to dictate to them the offering they should give: withdrew their
membership from the church but still remained active participants in church activities.
Bro. Milam, however, was quite effective and obviously quite popular among church
members. for he served Duplex a total of five years between 1919-1925 with only H. H.
Chaffee (1922), and J. L. Carter (1923) each serving for a year or partial year.
From the period of 1926-1934 Bro. A. J. Ward, Bro. M. E. Miller, and Bro. R. D. Starnes
served as pastors. During this time the church saw a need to ordain more deacons.
Frank Blanton, Charley Griffin, and John Jaynes were ordained on april 2, 1927.
In 1948, under the leadership of Bro. Franklin the church met biweekly. The records
indicate 12 baptisms that year with a total membership of 35 in church. The very next
year, 1949, Tommy Green of Dodd City became pastor, the church grew in membership
drastically as the grand total present members leaped to 75.
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From 1950-1952 the pastors were: Rev. W. T. Teel, Rev. Earl Prince, Jr., and Rev.
Hammond. Rev. Teel led the church to grow when he became pastor the church had
been growing and the growth continued as people again began to join the church in
numbers.
The church called Harold Cummings as pastor in 1953. bro. Cummings, of Denison,
saw many additions to the church. The first year of his pastorate he saw the Lord bring
11 new Christians into the fold and 10 more joined the church on promise of letter.
In 1954, James Calaway, the Sunday School Superintendent, reported that 102 were
enrolled with an average attendance of 74 and and in 1955, 80 were enrolled with an
average attendance of 55.
The middle 1950ʼs at Duplex were depicted by great enthusiasm and hard work among
the church members. The fellowship seemed quite anxious to see the church grow.
From the decision to purchase a new piano to the patching of the roof, the church
began to develop a vision for reaching the community.
During the middle 1950ʼs classrooms were built to accommodate for the rapidly growing
Sunday School. The wood heaters were replaced with butane heaters. In 1956, this
growing little church got a new pastor-Bro. Joe Eubanks who stayed at Duplex until
1958. On September 30, 1956, during the homecoming, the new parsonage was
dedicated.
Throughout the ministry of Bro. Joe Eubanks, the church maintained its growth in total
church membership, Sunday School, and Training Union as well as W. M. U. The
church voted to ordain Leon Keeton as a deacon on May 15, 1957.
The next few years 1959-1967, Duplex was under the leadership of the following
pastors: J. S. McCorstin (1959), Edward Dodson (1961), Allan Harrod (1963), and Fritz
Blankenship (1966).
Rev. David Caddell served as pastor from February 25, 1968 to November 18, 1972.
The new sanctuary was built under Bro. Caddellʼs leadership in January 1971. At the
age of 44, Bro. Caddell was slain by a robber in the holdup of the Speedway Grocery in
Bonham where he was employed part-time.
On March 19, 1972, Rev. Everett springfield came to serve as pastor, resigning in
October of 1973 and returning again on January 6, 1974. Bro. Bob Bethke came as
pastor in 1977.
Bro. Bethke served as pastor during 1978-1979, followed by Wayne Whiten in 1980,
Joe Smith in 1982 and Jeff Johnson came as pastor in 1983.
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In the recent years the church has again begun to grow and sustain growth. The work
that Bro. Springfield did in the community has obviously lasted and been quite
beneficial.
The church has continued to express the desire to continue to grow and to reach the
community for Jesus Christ. The church bell was installed and blesses members and
non-members alike with its distinctive sound saying, ʻits time to begin Worship.” The
church also embarked on a canvassing project in April 1984 by visiting over 100
persons in the community and distributing New Testaments to each home.

