
The History of Tucson Mountain Baptist Church  

(Formerly West Ajo Baptist) 

 
    West Ajo Baptist church began as a mission started primarily through the dedicated efforts of 
Rev. John Lewis.  It was first called the West Point Mission.  Services were held in the  
Vesey Elementary School Cafeteria at 5005 S. Butts Rd at a cost of $35 per service.  The first 
Sunday School and worship service was held on February 17, 1974 with 25 people in  
attendance.  22nd Street Baptist church accepted sponsorship of West Point Mission until the 
mission was organized into an independent church. 
 
  In December of 1976 the name was changed to West Ajo Baptist Church.  Construction of the 
new building begain in February 1977 and the first service was held in October that same year.  
On December 10, 1978 the mission was finally incorporated as a church.   
 
  The charter membership of 85 was already planning to construct an educational building west 
of the sanctuary (referred to as “B” Building). This was built in 1979 and used until the building 
was torn down in December of 2000 because it was in bad disrepair and not cost effective to 
repair or rebuild. 
 
   On July 8, 1990, West Ajo Baptist broke ground on a new educational building referred to as 
“E” Building.  The service was attended by about 125 people.  This building was completed for 
occupancy and available for use in 1993, along with a new kitchen, classrooms, and  
fellowship hall, bathrooms and a nursery. 
 
  In approximately 1993, the Harvest Festival outreach was started.  This tradition has 
contined throughout the years and is one of our biggest outreach programs. Another program 
that has lasted through the years is Parents Time Out which was started in 1983 by Danny and 
Linda Baker.  This ministry allows parents to drop off their kids at the Baker’s home for part of 
the day to get some free time. 
 
   Dr. Jay George was called as pastor in February 1994 and is still serving as pastor.  This is the 
longest pastorship in the history of West Ajo Church.   
 
   Due to space concerns in “A” building, the decision was made to have 2 Sunday morning 
worship services.  An early service at 8:00 am was added along with the 10:45 am service in 
October of 1995.  The church began holding worship services in “E” building March of 2000 
seating 200 people as the sanctuary in “A” building was just too small.  Even after the move 
 in to the larger space, two morning services were still held.  The church is again in need of 
more space.  The prayer of the church is that the Lord will lead us and prepare the way for the  
building of two new buildings.   
 
  In May of 2007, the church name was changed to Tucson Mountain Baptist Church to better 
reflect where we are located in the Tucson Mountain community rather than the town of Ajo.  
After the necessary paperwork the change was formally approved by the state of Arizona, and 
became official on January 1, 2008. 
 
   —-Information for this history was taken from “The History of West Ajo Baptist Church” 

written by Susan Sams in 2003.   

 


