NON-PROFIT
US POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT NO. 14
LOCKWOOD, MO

March 2018

Check out our website: www.ozarkprairieba.com
Check us out on Facebook.

This, That and More . . . . .

«City» «State» «Zip»

«Address»

«First Name» «Last Name»

So, at the OPBA office, we are taking that to heart. In the next few weeks
we have some things that we will be doing, and we would ask for your
prayers as we strive to serve you better.
Linda will be out of the office March 5-6 for the MBC Executive Board
Meetings in Jefferson City.
Steve will be going to NAMB in Alpharetta, GA on March 7-10 to attend
the Replant Practitioners Certification Training.
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Monday—Friday
8:30 -12:30*
*To make an appointment outside of office
hours, please call our DOM at (479)970-5880.

Offic e Hours for O P BA

Web: www.ozarkprairieba.com
“Like” us on Facebook

OPBA Office: 417-232-4249
Email: opba3119@sbcglobal.net

TEMPORARY RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Then, on March 16-18 Steve, Kevin Sheat, Harold VanDeMark, David
Caruthers and Eric Bruner will be going to LaCrosse, WI for a Vision/
Planning trip with Three Rivers Fellow-ship, our new partnership.

PO Box S
503 W 4th Street
Lockwood, MO 65682

Ozark Prairie Baptist Association

Do you know that March is the only month that has a command in it . . .
MARCH FORTH!

Then finally, Steve will be attending the DOM Retreat in Jefferson City on
March 20-21.
The OPBA office will be closed on March 30th for Good Friday.
One last thing. With the issues surrounding church safety lately, we are
beginning to come up with a strategy for our Association of churches.
Be in prayer for this.
MARCH FORTH AND SHARE THE GOSPEL.
Bro. Steve
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Financial Report for OPBA for FY 2017-2018
As of January 31, 2018
Held at FBC Everton each Saturday evening beginning at 5:15 p.m. with
dinner. For more information telephone Linda Brown, 417-860-9068.
Been Devoted but Destroyed?
But He gives more grace. Therefore, He says: "God resist the proud, but gives
grace to the humble." Therefore, submit to God, resist the devil and he will flee
from you. Draw near to God and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands,
you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Lament and mourn
and weep! Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.
Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift you up.
1 Peter 5:9 "Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings
are experienced by your brotherhood in the world."
Gordon McDonald Wrote in his book, Restoring Your Spiritual Passion, the following. I hope it encourages your ministry. I hope it keeps you truly devoted to
Ministry.

Revenue needed per monthly budget
Revenue received for January
Revenue over budget for December

$ 6,611.00
$ 8,847.01
$ 2,236.01

Expenses for December

($ 5.670.71)

Designated money in accounts as of January 31, 2018:
Baptist Hill (paid at start of next month)
Gordon Rhodes Mission Offerings
Camp (Children’s and Middle School
Camp Scholarship funds remaining
International Missions Fund
Undesignated money as of January 31, 2018

Partnership Mission with
Three Rivers Fellowship
in La Crosse, Wisconsin

You know them because when you come into their presence, they make you
think of Christ. Somehow you feel that you have just understood a little more of
what it was like to be in the presence of Jesus.

I suppose what I am talking about is best seen up at Pearl Lodge, our New
Hampshire retreat. An enormous rock is in the woods. Rather, two rocks. There
used to be one, but it is split in two. And it is clear why there is a split.
Long ago water seeped into a crevice, froze and created a deeper split. Then a
seed blew into the deepened crevice and germinated. From that tiny seed, a
tree began to grow. Now there are two rocks and a tree right in the middle.
There is quite a passion, quite indefatigable, powerful.
(continued on page 3)
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$ 48,917.04

Continue to pray for our

“I have many passionate people. They come in all ages, from all backgrounds,
with all sorts of personal capacities. No two look alike, but you know them
when you see them. They are not hurried; they are not shrill; they are not out
to impress.

The energy that pushes them along is not the thunderous noise of a jet, nor the
pressure of a Niagara. It's a quiet energy that you sense if you can’t see it.

$ 1,122.51
$ 6,056.12
$ 4,385.49
$
680.00
$
427.19

2017-2018 OPBA Leadership
Moderator
Clerk
Asst. Treasurer
SS/VBS Director
Men’s Ministry
WMU Director

Robb Hodson
Beverly Ramseyer
Kathy Steenrod
Linda Welch
Derick Hurt
Janet Miller

Vice Moderator
Kurtis Estes
Treasurer
Carolyn Rogers
Pastoral Ministry
Jack Slade
Children’s Camp
Chelsea Toler
Middle School Camp Kerri Toler
Evangelism Director Kurtis Estes

Baptist Hill Camp Board Members
Kerri Toler
David Roberts

Perry Ellis
Chelsea Toler

Althea VanDeMark
Steve Williams
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Calendar of Events
4th
7 -9
11-14
19th
16-18
20th
30th
1st
8th
12th

March
Steve at Cornerstone leading Worship
Bluegrass Girls & Company at Kings Point. Time: 5:30 p.m.
NAMB event: Replant Practitioner Certification for DOMs. Bro. Steve will
be attending.
Iantha Baptist Church Revival
News articles for THE ENCOURAGER due.
Vision Trip to LaCrosse, WI (Three Rivers Fellowship)
DOM Retreat in Jefferson City through 3/21. Bro. Steve attending.
Good Friday (OPBA office closed)
April
Easter Sunday
Dade County ME Day
WMU Meeting at Iantha beginning at 6:30 p.m.

(continued from page 2)
That kind of passion quietly splits apart the hardness of greed, hate, and intemperance. It lodges in the crevices of the home, the church, and society. It breaks up
things and starts something new. That is the kind of passion we need in this passionless world of ours. And it comes from people who have decided to take the
time and go to the places and establish themselves among the people who can help
us hear God speak."
We have become a nation of strangers characterized by isolation and disconnection
The soul of American society is empty and lonely. We find ourselves grasping after
the 'toys'
of life with the hope that something will make us happy. Our consumer indulgence
mentality has us craving every new gadget and devise that technology can provide
and yet there remains an empty hole.”
Steve Hale, author of Truth Decay, wrote, and will speak to you also....
“The Path of Destruction in the heart. We have every convenience conceivable to
make our lives easier. Jet airplanes speed us across the world in a matter of hours
and satellite television brings the world into our homes within seconds. Yet, the fact
remains that most people are so busy these days they can't sit still long enough to
enjoy the life they have."
So now you have it...March 8th at our Pastor's Breakfast let's talk about some very
subtle steps that effect and lead us to a ministry or a life of destruction.

Pastors and Wives Celebrations
Birthdays
3/3
3/27
3/30
4/3
4/8

Melissa Estes (PW, Main Street
Neal Brooks, (Pastor, Mt. Nebo)
Lonnie Pennell (Pastor, Newport)
Linda Welch (PW, FBC Golden City
David Cloud (Pastor, FBC Everton)

Anniversaries
3/4
3/16
4/12

Tom/Linda Welch (FBC Golden City)
Richard/Tammy Davenport (Sharon)
Steve/Sherrie Williams (DOM and wife)

From James 4: 6-10, Arthur Levine, wrote, 'Today's student mentality as that of going first class on the Titanic." They view society as a sinking ship that will never
reach its ultimate voyage since they can't get off, they simply clamor for the first
class seats on the top deck so that they can enjoy the ride until disaster strikes."
Author Levine is an educator and writer.
Pastor, see you March 8, 8:00 a.m. at Two Sisters, Lockwood. If you know a pastor
not receiving this correspondence, please let them know and invite them to our
time of refreshment together in God's Word.
Now truly is the Time.
Jack Slade, Pastoral Ministries, OPBA
Cornerstone Church, Lamar
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News from our churches . . . . . .
FBC Golden City
We are in the process of upgrading our sanctuary lighting to LED lights.
What a great difference this will make! Our attendance is still up, and for
this we are so grateful to God. Please continue to pray that our church
will be a beacon of light to the lost in Golden City.

CAMP TALK

Kings Point
Daniel Leith selected as 2018 Church Camp Pastor
The camp committee is very excited that Daniel Leith, Pastor of Fairview
Baptist Church, has accepted the invitation to be our Camp Pastor this summer. Daniel has experience in children’s ministry and camp ministry. Daniel
is eager to accept the challenge of being Camp Pastor for both the children’s
camp (3rd-5th grades) and the youth camp 9 (6th-9th grades). This year Daniel
and the rest of the camp missionaries will be helping students explore how
God is BEYOND BELIEF! Campers will explore how God can be seen in
the vastness of creation, the power of community, and even in their own
hearts. They’ll also discover how God’s endless love launches amazing adventures and that God always has new mysteries to explore. We are counting
down the days to camp 2018. Please be thinking about how you and your
Sunday School Class, Small Group, and all the Christians in your church can
help to make this year’s camp BEYOND BELIEF! Come and be a part of
what’s happening at Baptist Hill. Our camp date is July 6-9, 2018.
Kerri Toler, Middle School
Camp Director, 417-777-1937
Chelsea Toler, Children’s Camp
Director, 417-300-4284
The 2018 OPBA Camp Committee: Kerri Toler, Perry Ellis,
Sherry Long, Shelly McMasters,
Mark Stefan and Chelsea Toler.

Kings Point enjoyed a Valentine’s lunch and party recently. We are looking forward to going bowling in March. On Sunday, March 4th, we will
host the Bluegrass Girls & Company with snacks/fellowship at 5:30
p.m. and music to begin at 6:30p.m. Everyone is welcome for an evening
of gospel and bluegrass music. A love offering will be taken. Kings Point
is located at 594 West Dade 182—-go 5 miles south of Lockwood on Hwy
97 (go past S&H), then 1 mile east on West Dade 182.

Iantha

Iantha Baptist Church has a growing attendance since the first of the
year!! At our Wednesday evening meal, we have Children's’ Bible Study
and a Bible theme Art Class for all ages lead by Jill Campbell. Thanks to
her for o much fun!! We really enjoyed our ME college student in February. Everyone will be invited to our revival being held March 11-14.

FBC Lamar

The Youth Dinner & Dessert Auction had to be rescheduled due to inclement weather, so it will be on February 25th. Community Youth Night
for March will be Sunday, March 11th at Oakton at 7:00 pm. Ladies Night
Out will be March 15th. FBC Lamar will host Good Friday Services this
year at 7:00 pm on Good Friday.

Temporary Help Needed
Cornerstone Baptist Church, Lamar, is seeking a temporary pianist who
could also possibly lead the Worship on Sunday mornings only. This will
be a paid position(s).
Contact Pastor Jack Slade, 417-682-3390, to
leave a message.

THE APRIL 2018 EDITION OF THE ENCOURAGER WILL BE MAILED BY MARCH
23RD. PLEASE HAVE ITEMS INTO THE OFFICE NO LATER THAN MARCH
19TH.
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