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Check out our website: www.ozarkprairieba.com

What is it about January 1st that gives us hope for something new, something better in
the days ahead. Why do we pick that day to make a new commitment or a new resolution, or start a diet, or be better at saving money?
We all know that a new year is just a way to measure time, but it’s really just a continuation of time. Nothing magical happens because of a date on a calendar. And it has
nothing to do with Father Time ringing out the old and the New Year Baby ringing in
the new.
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Check us out on Facebook.

But, we still make those resolutions or commitments, or renew the previous year’s
resolutions and commitments…just like we did the year before.

Monday—Friday
8:30 -12:30*
*To make an appointment outside of office
hours, please call our DOM at (479)970-5880.

Offic e Hours for O P BA

Web: www.ozarkprairieba.com
“Like” us on Facebook

OPBA Office: 417-232-4249
Email: opba3119@sbcglobal.net

TEMPORARY RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Lamentations 3:22-23 (ESV)
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22 The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end;
23 they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.
God tells us that we can begin each day with the possibility of change, of reaching the
goals, of keeping the commitments one more day.
Whatever it is that you, your family, or even your church is looking forward to in 2018,
remember, that even if you don’t quite make it the way you thought you would have
or should have, tomorrow can always be a new start. We can face the challenge head
on, knowing that God is faithful and His mercies are new each day.
BTW… in 2018 I will turn 60. There’s not much I can do about the number of years that
accumulate, but I can focus more on being a better child of God, husband, father,
brother, church member, and even D.O.M.
So… Happy New Year! And, Happy Each New Day, too.
Bro. Steve

Save the Date!
OPBA Church Camp 2018

CAMP TALK
This year’s Children’s and Middle School Camps will be Friday, July 6Monday, July 9. The camp committee has met and has begun planning
for a church camp that will be BEYOND BELIEF! We are excited to have
another year to share Jesus in the beautiful setting of Baptist Hill Assembly in Mt. Vernon, MO. Churches, please be talking to your adults now
about setting these dates aside to come to THE HILL to be a missionary.
We know now that we will have a huge need for male Cabin Group Lead-

Financial Report for OPBA for FY 2017-2018
As of November 30, 2017
Revenue needed per monthly budget
Revenue received for November
Revenue over budget for November

$ 6,611.00
$ 6,879.98
$
268.98

Expenses for November

($ 6,530.86)

Designated money in accounts as of November 30, 2017:
Baptist Hill (paid at start of next month)
Gordon Rhodes Mission Offerings
Camp (Children’s and Middle School
Camp Scholarship funds remaining
International Missions Offerings

$ 1,215.45
$ 5,816.12
$ 4,385.49
$
680.00
$
427.19

Undesignated money as of November 30, 2017

$ 47,683.81

ers (CGL’s). Remember that we ask that each church send at lease one
CGL for each camp and gender your church sends campers to. For instance,
if you have five campers come to camp (2 female middle school campers; 2
male children campers; 1 female children camper), you should send two
female CGL’s and one male CGL. It is an absolute must that each church
meet these requirements, please. We are very excited about the plans we
have begun to make, so this camp will be BEYOND BELIEF!!!
Please contact either camp director with questions:

2017-2018 OPBA Leadership

Kerri Toler, Middle School Director, 417-777-1937
Chelsea Toler, Children's Camp Director, 417-300-4284
The 2018 OPBA Camp Committee: Kerri Toler, Perry Ellis, Nathan Long,
Shelly McMasters, Mark Stefan and Chelsea Toler.

Moderator
Clerk
Asst. Treasurer
SS/VBS Director
Men’s Ministry
WMU Director

Robb Hodson
Beverly Ramseyer
Kathy Steenrod
Linda Welch
Derick Hurt
Janet Miller

Vice Moderator
Kurtis Estes
Treasurer
Carolyn Rogers
Pastoral Ministry
Jack Slade
Children’s Camp
Chelsea Toler
Middle School Camp Kerri Toler
Evangelism Director Kurtis Estes

Baptist Hill Camp Board Members
Kerri Toler
David Roberts

Perry Ellis
Chelsea Toler

Althea VanDeMark
Steve Williams

Calendar of Events
January
1/1
1/11
1/18
1/21
2/8
2/11
2/18
2/21

Happy New Year!!!
WMU Meeting at Iantha Baptist at 6:30 p.m.
Missions Committee Meeting
OPBA Executive Board Meeting at South Greenfield, 7:00 p.m.
Sanctity of Life Sunday
February
Baptist Hill Meetings Exec. Comm. At 4:00 p.m. and the Exec. Board
Will meet at 6:30 p.m.
ME Days for Dade County Churches
ME Days for Barton County Churches
Camp Committee Meeting at the OPBA Office

News from our churches . . . . . .
FBC Everton
Pastor Emeritus, Harold McMasters, preached a Christmas message on Sunday
Evening, Dec. 10th. We had Christmas Caroling in the Everton Community followed by a Chili Supper on Wednesday, Dec. 13th. Our Christmas Program
was on Sunday, Dec. 24th beginning with fellowship at 10:00 a.m. and Worship
at 10:30 a.m. Our church voted to cancel Sunday Evening Worship for the winter months. We recently had our property surveyed as we begin long-range
planning for church growth. All of our messages can be viewed on YouTube.
Celebrate Recovery is every Saturday evening beginning with dinner at 5:15
p.m. For January, Pastor David Cloud will be preaching a series of messages
through I Peter as a focus on January Bible Study. Our goal for Lottie Moon has
been met! Come grow with us!

FBC Golden City

We have been blessed by the Lord in so many ways. Our Worship attendance
is up, and the Spirit of God is moving. Bro. Tom is bringing truly God-inspired
messages, and hearts are being revived. Please pray for us as we endeavor to
reach our community for Christ and that He will send those He has to labor
alongside our members. Slowly, but surely, we are making some much needed
updates to our facility. Our First Sunday Fellowship Suppers continue to be
quite successful. If your church does not have Sunday Evening Services, we
extend to you this open invitation to join us the first Sunday night at 6:00 p.m. for
our monthly suppers. You will find us a congregation that loves the Lord, and
enjoys the fellowship of others.

Kings Point

Pastors and Wives Celebrations
Birthdays
1/12
1/22
2/5
2/19
3/3
3/27
3/30

Tom Welch (FBC, Golden City)
Sherrie Williams (DOM Wife)
Kimberly Leith (PW, Fairview)
Ernie Demster (Kings Point)
Melissa Estes (PW, Main Street)
Neal Brooks (Mt. Nebo)
Lonnie Pennell (Newport)

3/4
3/16

Tom/Linda Welch (FBC Golden City)
Richard/Tammy Davenport (Sharon)

Anniversaries

We continue to be thankful for our new pastor, Ernie Demster, and his family as
they settle in! Recently, we’ve had a great time packing Shoebox Christmas,
decorating the church, enjoying a holiday potluck meal, and caroling at two
nursing homes. Additional December activities includes wrapping gifts for three
adopted families for Christmas, the Children’s Christmas program, enjoying our
choir singing Christmas songs, and hosting nursing home services at 1:30 p.m.
on New Year’s Eve in Lockwood. Two members of our church sang in the Community Cantata in Lockwood. Liberty will host the 5th Sunday Sing on Jan. 7 at
5:30 p.m.
News continued on page 5 . . . . .

This prayer from Billy Graham, written for The Saturday Evening Post in
2008, is just as relevant this year.

News from our churches (continued from page 3)

Our Father and our God, as we stand at the beginning of this new year we
confess our need of Your presence and Your guidance as we face the future.

FBC Lamar

We each have our hopes and expectations for the year that is ahead of
us—but You alone know what it holds for us, and only You can give us the
strength and the wisdom we will need to meet its challenges. So help us to
humbly put our hands into Your hand, and to trust You and to seek Your
will for our lives during this coming year.
In the midst of life’s uncertainties in the days ahead, assure us of the certainty of Your unchanging love.
In the midst of life’s inevitable disappointments and heartaches, help us to
turn to You for the stability and comfort we will need.
In the midst of life’s temptations and the pull of our stubborn self-will, help
us not to lose our way but to have the courage to do what is right in Your
sight, regardless of the cost.
And in the midst of our daily preoccupations and pursuits, open our eyes to
the sorrows and injustices of our hurting world, and help us to respond with
compassion and sacrifice to those who are friendless and in need. May our
constant prayer be that of the ancient Psalmist: “Teach me, O Lord, to follow your decrees; then I will keep them to the end” (Psalm 119:33).
We pray for our nation and its leaders during these difficult times, and for all
those who are seeking to bring peace and justice to our dangerous and
troubled world. We pray especially for Your protection on all those who
serve in our armed forces, and we thank You for their commitment to defend our freedoms, even at the cost of their own lives. Be with their families
also, and assure them of Your love and concern for them.
Bring our divided nation together, and give us a greater vision of what
You would have us to be. Your Word reminds us that “Blessed is the nation
whose God is the Lord” (Psalm 33:12).

Just coming out of the busy month of December the church is going to enjoy
an easy month in January, 2018. We would like to wish everyone a Happy
and Blessed New Year. We will begin with our regular weekly activities:
BLAST for the children, Collision Youth will have Wednesday evening meetings. Young at Heart will meet on January 16th for their monthly meeting.
Ladies Night Out will be on January 18th. Men’s Day will be Sunday, January 21st with a Family Breakfast and then Men leading the Worship Service.
Youth will be attending Winter Jam on January 25th at Springfield. Finally,
on January 28th, we will have our annual Winter Games and Family Fun
Night.

Iantha

Iantha Baptist Church had an awesome Christmas Concert with the Gould
Family on Dec. 10th. What a blessing to all. Other activities for December
were the Christmas Program on the twentieth with our children doing all the
parts, and giving out Angel Tree gifts with several families receiving a food
box for their Christmas Dinner. The Lord’s Supper was observed during the
morning service on Dec. 24th. Our Church is looking forward to an exciting
new year serving the Lord!!!

Praying that the Father will truly bless each of the churches and members of
the Ozark Prairie Baptist Association in the New Year. May we all work together
to proclaim the Good News of Jesus!
From your OPBA Staff:
Steve Williams, DOM
Linda Welch, Secretary

As we look back over this past year we thank You for Your goodness to
us—far beyond what we have deserved. May we never presume on Your
past goodness or forget all Your mercies to us, but may they instead lead
us to repentance, and to a new commitment to make You the foundation
and center of our lives this year.
And so, our Father, we thank You for the promise and hope of this new
year, and we look forward to it with expectancy and faith. This I ask in the
name of our Lord and Savior, who by His death and resurrection has given
us hope both for this world and the world to come.
Amen

Held at FBC Everton each Saturday evening beginning at 5:15 p.m. with
dinner. For more information telephone Linda Brown, 417-860-9068.

THE FEBRUARY EDITION OF THE ENCOURAGER WILL BE MAILED BY JANUARY 26TH.
PLEASE HAVE ITEMS INTO THE OFFICE NO LATER THAN JANUARY 19TH.

