NON-PROFIT
US POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT NO. 14
LOCKWOOD, MO

December 2017

Check out our website: www.ozarkprairieba.com
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I Am Celebrating My 59th Christmas.
Beginning way back in the late 1950’s through today…
that’s 7 decades of memories. So… I thought I would
ramble for a moment.

Monday—Friday
8:30 -12:30*
*To make an appointment outside of office
hours, please call our DOM at (479)970-5880.
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Web: www.ozarkprairieba.com
“Like” us on Facebook

OPBA Office: 417-232-4249
Email: opba3119@sbcglobal.net

TEMPORARY RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

PO Box S
503 W 4th Street
Lockwood, MO 65682

Ozark Prairie Baptist Association

2017-2018 OPBA Theme . . . . . .

AT SCHOOL - I remember in elementary school that
we would make a lot of decorations. Some for school
and some for home. The themes were religious and
secular, and we didn’t seem to have an issue with it. I
might color a Santa picture one minute and then build
a Nativity scene the next.
Our Christmas programs were still “Christmas” programs, not Holiday Events. We sang religious songs
about Jesus…even the Latin portion of O Come, All Ye
Faithful. Everyone I knew celebrated Christmas.
(Continued on page 4)

One Size Fits All
Whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. John 3:16
Like most children, I thoroughly enjoyed Christmas. With great anticipation,
I would snoop under the tree to see what toys and games awaited my eager
grasp. So I felt deflated when I started getting things like shirts and pants.
Grownup gifts were no fun! Then last Christmas, my kids gave me some
cool socks with bright colors and designs. I almost felt young again! Even
grownups could wear these socks, as the label reassured me: “One size fits
all.”
That welcome phrase “one size fits all” reminds me of the best gift of
Christmas—the good news that Jesus is for everyone. The point was proven
when the first invitation sent by angel choirs was to shepherds on the bottom rung of the social ladder. The news was underscored further when the
VIPs—the wealthy and powerful Magi—followed the star to come and worship the Christ-child.
After Jesus began His ministry, an influential member of the Jewish ruling
council came to Him at night. In the course of their conversation, Jesus invited “whoever believes” to come to Him. The simple act of faith in Christ
grants eternal life to those who trust in Him (John 3:16).

Financial Report for OPBA for FY 2017-2018
As of October 31, 2017
Revenue needed per budget
Revenue re ce iv ed for October
Revenue over budget for October

$ 6,611.00
$ 7,199.40
$ 588.40

Expenses for September

($ 6,068.23)

Designated money in accounts as of October 31, 2017:
Baptist Hill (* paid at start of next month)
$ 1,726.20
Gordon Rhoades Mission Offering
$ 5,816.12
Camp (Children’s & Middle School)
$ 4,385.49
Camp Scholarship funds remaining
$ 680.00
International Missions Offering
$ 427.19
Red Oak, Iowa Missions Fund
$
.00

Undesignated money as of October 31, 2017

$47,189.27

If Jesus were just for the poor and marginalized, or only for the famous and
fortunate, many of us would not qualify. But Christ is for everyone, regardless of status, financial situation, or social standing. He is the only gift truly
fit for all.
Thank You, Lord, that no one is unqualified for the gift of Your love. Teach
us to rejoice in the fact that Your love was just right for us, and help us to
share that love with others.
Jesus is the only gift truly fit for all.
2017-2018 OPBA Leadership
Moderator
Clerk
Asst. Treasurer
SS/VBS Director
Men’s Ministry
WMU Director

Robb Hodson
Beverly Ramseyer
Kathy Steenrod
Linda Welch
Derick Hurt
Janet Miller

Vice Moderator
Kurtis Estes
Treasurer
Carolyn Rogers
Pastoral Ministry
Jack Slade
Children’s Camp
Chelsea Toler
Middle School Camp Kerri Toler
Evangelism Director Kurtis Estes

Calendar of Events
December
12/1
12/3
12/9
12/10
12/17
12/24

Pastors and Wives Christmas Dinner at Two Sisters Café, 6:00 p.m.
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering Emphasis through 12/10
OPBA Men and Boys Wild Game Supper at Main Street at 5:30 p.m.
BLAST Choir (FBC Lamar) presenting, “Jingle Bell Beach” at 6:00 p.m.
“Evening of Bells” at FBC Lamar at 7:00 p.m.
FBC Lamar Sanctuary Choir Christmas Cantata at 10:15 a.m.
Christmas Eve Service at FBC Lamar at 6:00 p.m.
12/22 Christmas Break (OPBA office closed until Jan. 2, 2018)
January
1/1
1/11
1/18
1/21
2/8
2/11
2/18

Happy New Year!!!
WMU Meeting at Iantha Baptist at 6:30 p.m.
OPBA Executive Board Meeting at South Greenfield, 7:00 p.m.
Sanctity of Life Sunday
February
Baptist Hill Meetings Exec. Comm. At 4:00 p.m. and the Exec. Board
Will meet at 6:30 p.m.
ME Days for Dade County Churches
ME Days for Barton County Churches

Celebrations
Birthdays
12/25
12/30
1/12
1/22
2/5
2/19
3/3
3/27
3/30

Gudrun Slade (PW, Cornerstone)
Robb Hodson (FBC, Lamar)
Tom Welch (FBC, Golden City)
Sherrie Williams (DOM Wife)
Kimberly Leith (PW, Fairview)
Ernie Demster (Kings Point)
Melissa Estes (PW, Main Street)
Neal Brooks (Mt. Nebo)
Lonnie Pennell (Newport)

3/4
3/16

Tom/Linda Welch (FBC Golden City)
Richard/Tammy Davenport (Sharon)

Anniversaries

News from our churches . . . . . .
FBC Everton
The church continues to have Celebrate Recovery every Saturday evening
with dinner at 5:15 p.m. We will observe the Lord’s Supper on December 31st.

FBC Golden City

We hosted the Golden City Community Thanksgiving Service on Thursday, November 16th with a good number in attendance. We have completed our new
chair project for the Fellowship Hall. Attendance remains steady for Sunday
School and Worship each Sunday as well as our Midweek Bible Study. Continue to pray for us as we strive to do what the Lord has for us to do in Golden
City.

Kings Point

Kings Point Baptist Church was very pleased to call Ernie Demster as our new
pastor recently. He then had the privilege of conducting two baptisms. We recently had a work day at church with twenty-two adults participating. We’ve
been pleased to hear five new voices in our choir. The next few weeks include
filling Thanksgiving baskets, packing Shoebox Christmas, decorating the
church, and wrapping gifts for two adopted families for Christmas. December
activities will include a holiday potluck meal, caroling at two nursing homes, a
Christmas program, and hosting nursing home services on New Year’s Even in
Lockwood. We are also looking forward to the Community Cantata in Lockwood
on December 16th.

FBC Lamar

We’ll kick December off with our Deacon/Wife Banquet the first weekend in December. The Youth will have a Scavenger Hunt and Christmas Party on December 6th after the Annual Church Dinner. A schedule of our December
events are: BLAST Choir will present “Jingle Bell Beach” on December 10th
at 6:00 p.m., “Evening of Bells” on December 17th at 7:00 p.m., and the Sanctuary Choir will have their Christmas Cantata on December 24th at 10:15 a.m.
We will be hosting the Community Youth Service December 3rd at 6:00 p.m.
Once a month, the youth from all the churches in Lamar get together and have a
Youth Service. The bloodmobile will be here December 11th from 12:00 p.m.—
6:00 p.m. The Young at Heart group will be going to the Joplin Little Theater to
see “I’ll Be Home for Christmas” for their outing. We invite you to join us for
anyone of our events in December, or for Christmas Eve Services on December
24th at 6:00 p.m.

Held at FBC Everton each Saturday evening beginning at 5:15 p.m. with dinner. For more information telephone Linda Brown, 417-860-9068.
Continued from page 1
AT HOME – We made a lot of decorations at home, too. Paper chains to
use as garland on the tree. Egg carton bottoms cut out, wrapped in foil,
with a pipe cleaner inserted through to make a hook were hung from doorways and even on the tree. Mom always seemed to have a craft.
Our Christmas tree back then was ALWAYS real. Often, we would cut it
down with Dad, and then the decorating would become a family event.
The smell of the tree filled the house and the needles seemed to get everywhere.
My mom wasn’t the best cook around, but she liked to make cookies and
all kinds of treats for Christmas. Some of them I haven’t had since.
AT CHURCH – Church was magical at Christmas. The special decorations,
the Christmas caroling, the Children’s plays, and the adult choir musicals/
cantatas always were a highlight of the year. It seemed to me that most
people went to church during the Holidays.
As the years have gone by, a lot has changed in the way that the world celebrates Christmas. I could say that the old days were better, but, they were
just different. The important thing is to remember that however we do it,
that we continue to do it. And we will help to build new memories for our
children and grandchildren. And even if the world around us seems to care
little about the real meaning, we need to stand firm on to the Truth that
Emmanuel has Come, to Bring Peace on Earth, and that peace will be Joy to
the World.
Build some new memories this Christmas.

Bro. Steve

Born Charlotte Digges Moon, December 12, 1840, in Albemarle County, Virginia. Lottie rebelled against Christianity until she was in college. In December
1858, she dedicated her life to Christ and was baptized at First Baptist
Church, Charlottesville, Virginia.
Lottie attended Albemarle Female Institute, female counterpart to the University of Virginia. In 1861, she was one of the first women in the South to receive a master’s degree. She stayed close to home during the Civil War but
eventually taught school in Kentucky, Georgia and Virginia.
When she set sail for China, Lottie was 32 years old. She had turned down a
marriage proposal and left her job, home and family to follow God’s lead. Her
path wasn’t typical for an educated woman from a wealthy Southern family.
God had gripped her with the Chinese peoples’ need for a Savior.
For 39 years Lottie labored, chiefly in Tengchow and P’ingtu. People feared
and rejected her, but she refused to leave. The aroma of fresh-baked cookies
drew people to her house. She adopted traditional Chinese dress, and she
learned China’s language and customs. Lottie didn’t just serve the people of
China; she identified with them. Many eventually accepted her. And some accepted her Savior.

Starting in 1888, the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering® was established to empower the international missions efforts for Southern
Baptists. After more than a century, the annual offering continues
its steady growth. The National Goal this year is $160 Million. Your
giving enables missionaries to be sent to make disciples and multiply churches among unreached peoples and places for the glory of
God

Merry Christmas from the OPBA Staff
Steve Williams (DOM)
Linda Welch (Secretary)
THE JANUARY EDITION OF THE ENCOURAGER WILL BE MAILED BY DECEMBER 21ST.
PLEASE HAVE ITEMS INTO THE OFFICE NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 15TH.

