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Check out our website: www.ozarkprairieba.com
Check us out on Facebook.

8

I began searching their website to get to know them a little better. At the
MBC Annual Meeting, I met Leo Endel and Steve Melvin and began asking
questions about their churches. I picked up profiles of the churches asking
for help from associations and churches.
Right away I was drawn to a pastor in LaCrosse, Wisconsin. He being a Missouri boy may have been part of it . . . . And I began praying about him along
with another church in Minnesota.

Monday—Friday
8:30 -12:30*
*To make an appointment outside of office
hours, please call our DOM at (479)970-5880.

Offic e Hours for O P BA
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When I become DOM in 2016, one of the first things I did was to call Rick
Hedger from the Missouri Baptist Convention to ask him what the future
Partnership plans were. OPBA had just finished our time with Red Oak, Iowa, and I wondered what was next. He told me that the State Convention
was going to make a recommendation at the Annual Meeting to partner
with the Minnesota-Wisconsin Baptist Convention.

«Address»

«First Name» «Last Name»

Web: www.ozarkprairieba.com
“Like” us on Facebook

OPBA Office: 417-232-4249
Email: opba3119@sbcglobal.net

TEMPORARY RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

PO Box S
503 W 4th Street
Lockwood, MO 65682

Ozark Prairie Baptist Association

The Front Page News . . . .

I met with our Missions Committee and gave them a few church profiles, and
asked them to pray. Within a couple weeks, we had all chosen the same
church, Three Rivers Fellowship in LaCrosse, Wisconsin, with Pastor Anthony Schindler.
I called Anthony and told him of our desire to partner with him and his
church, and he was so excited about a partnership with us.
So . . . . This past weekend, March 16-18) a team of five consisting of myself,
Harold VanDeMark, David Caruthers, Eric Bruner and Kevin Sheat, drove to
LaCrosse to meet with Pastor Anthony, Associate Matt, their families and
their congregation. We evaluated the different work projects on the building and grounds, and even completed a number of small projects.
A highlight for Anthony was on Saturday afternoon, the five of us prayer
walked the neighborhood around his home while Anthony’s wife, Lindsey,
started making cookies. After a few batches were completed, Anthony and
(continued on page 5)
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Financial Report for OPBA for FY 2017-2018
As of February 28, 2018
Held at FBC Everton each Saturday evening beginning at 5:15 p.m. with
dinner. For more information telephone Linda Brown, 417-860-9068.

Resurrection Sunday
1 CORINTHIANS 15:55–58

Revenue needed per monthly budget
Revenue received for January
Revenue under budget for February

$ 6,611.00
$ 3,966.19
$ 2,644.81

Expenses for February

($ 5.388.04)

Designated money in accounts as of February 28, 2018

Easter is a season of great gladness for those who know Christ. But for
those who are without “the light of the knowledge of God’s glory” (2 Corinthians 4:6), there is nothing to rejoice over.
Jesus left us with the great hope and certainty that He is going to return to
bring a new Heaven and a new earth where, we are told, there will be no
more sorrow, trouble, or death for those who have believed and followed
Him. There will be trouble, sorrow, and suffering for those who have neglected or rejected Him. As Christians, our great task is to obey the command to tell the whole world about Christ crucified, buried, yet risen again.
My prayer for you during this season of the year, when we meditate on our
Savior’s great sacrifice for us on the cross, is that you will be filled with great
peace and hope, because “He is risen!” That is the Good News

Baptist Hill (paid at start of next month)
Gordon Rhodes Mission Offerings
Camp (Children’s and Middle School
Camp Scholarship funds remaining
International Missions Fund
Undesignated money as of February 28, 2018

$ 1,181.59
$ 6,710.32
$ 4,385.49
$
680.00
$
427.19
$ 49,680.13

As you follow Christ, are you obeying His command to tell others that He is
risen indeed?
Dr. Billy Graham

2017-2018 OPBA Leadership
Moderator
Clerk
Asst. Treasurer
SS/VBS Director
Men’s Ministry
WMU Director

Robb Hodson
Beverly Ramseyer
Kathy Steenrod
Linda Welch
Derick Hurt
Janet Miller

Vice Moderator
Kurtis Estes
Treasurer
Carolyn Rogers
Pastoral Ministry
Jack Slade
Children’s Camp
Chelsea Toler
Middle School Camp Kerri Toler
Evangelism Director Kurtis Estes

Baptist Hill Camp Board Members
Kerri Toler
David Roberts
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Perry Ellis
Chelsea Toler

Althea VanDeMark
Steve Williams
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Calendar of Events
1st
8th
12th
15th
29th
13th
17th
28th

April
Easter Sunday
Dade County ME Day
WMU Meeting at Iantha beginning at 6:30 p.m.
OPBA Evangelism Conference, Main Street, 3:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
Gospel Sing at Baptist Hill from 2:30 p.m.—5:00 p.m.
May
Mother’s Day
OPBA Executive Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m., Cornerstone
Memorial Day OPBA office closed.

News from our churches . . . . . .
FBC Golden City
We are so excited to report that we had three girls accept Jesus as their Savior
in March. We are looking forward to their baptism as soon as repairs are made
to our baptistry.

Kings Point

On March 4, Kings Point hosted the Bluegrass Girls & Company with snacks,
fellowship, and awesome gospel/bluegrass music. Everyone enjoying the
evening’s entertainment received a blessing. King’s Point looked forward to
going bowling in March. Easter Sunday will include the men cooking breakfast
at 6:30 a.m., a SonRise service at 7:30 a.m., Sunday School, and then our Easter Cantata at 11:45 a.m. April will also include a quarterly potluck lunch and
business meeting. April 29th will include services at Good Shepherd Nursing
Home at 1:30, and also our 5th Sunday Sing at Hulston New Hope starting at
5:30 p.m.

FBC Lamar

Pastors and Wives Celebrations
Birthdays
4/3
4/9
5/23

Linda Welch (PW, FBC Golden City)
Shelli Roth (YPW, FBC Lamar)
Jack Slade (Pastor, Cornerstone)

4/12
5/11
5/19
5/25
5/26
5/31

Steve/Sherrie Williams (DOM and wife)
Lonnie/Juanita Pennell (Newport)
CK/Margie Warden (Iantha)
Robb/Denise Hodson (FBC Lamar)
Charles/Andrea Cross (House of Prayer)
Josh/Charity Hall (South Greenfield

Anniversaries

God has once again generously blessed our church. In the month of March,
Chris Roth became our full-time Youth and Outreach Director, the Youth Dessert Auction was a success, and we had one young gentleman come forward
with the desire to be baptized. We will end March with Good Friday Services on
March 30th at 7:00 p.m. here at FBC Lamar. Child care will be provided for ages 3 and under. We will host the Community Sunrise Service on Sunday, April
1st from 6:30 a.m.-7:15 a.m. on the south lawn. We extend an invitation to anyone who would like to join us for Good Friday Service, Sunrise Service, or Easter Services. Our youth will be attending Young Christians Weekend at Silver
Dollar City on April 7th. Our Children’s program, BLAST, will be performing their
spring musical, “Danny and the Shacks” on April 8th at 6:00 p.m. Community
Youth Night will be on April 18th at the First Assembly of God Church. We invite
you to join us on Sunday, April 22nd for a special Sunday worship service as we
will be hosting Pic & Bow. To learn more about them, go to their Facebook
page: www.facebook.com/thepicandbow. They will also be the entertainment
for our Prayer Warrior Banquet. To end April, the churches in the community
will be having a Day of Service on April 29th where they all get together and
help those in need in the community with simple house repairs, cleaning up
yards, etc. Contact our church office, 417-682-3538, or visit our website,
fbclamar.org for more information on any of our upcoming events.
(continued on page 4)
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( The Front Page News continued from page 1)

CAMP TALK
Camp dates: July 6-9, 2018
Grades: 3rd-5th and 6th-8th

Church News (continued from page 3)

Fairview
We will be having SonRise Services on April 1st at 8:00 a.m. with special
speaker Billy Merritt. Full breakfast will be available after the morning
service.

Cornerstone
March has been a good month. We praise God for His care. We had
with us, Evangelist Don Walton, for an evening of just plain fun and laughter as well as skits, brain teasers, songs of yesteryear, food, fellowship
and more singing. Don shared a true message of Hope on March 18th.
We all are thankful for the talent given to this man of God, for he has
blessed us. Don has been president of the Missouri Baptist Evangelist
group several times over. What a weekend with Jesus, WHAT A WEEKEND!!! Coming to Lamar on April 8th, 6:00 p.m., will be the Abundance
Quartet. Lamar United Methodist Church and Cornerstone are hosting
this event at the Lamar United Methodist Church, 900 Poplar St., Lamar.
The church is just two (2) blocks north of Hwy. 160. A Love offering will
be taken. This group is regularly seen in Branson, MO. Abundance is a
great quartet. You don’t want to miss this group. The series by Pastor
Jack, “Road to Calvary” has been a blessing. Lastly, our entire church
body sought out God through biblical prayer from Feb. 14th-March 25th in
seeking God for the revival of our town of Lamar as well as awakening,
transformation, reconciliation and visitation of Christ upon His people, for
all people, and for all lost to come to Christ.

A highlight for Anthony was on Saturday afternoon, the five of us prayer
walked the neighborhood around his home while Anthony’s wife, Lindsey,
started making cookies. After a few batches were completed, Anthony
and his wife and kids went to meet their neighbors. Eric and I continued to
make dozens of cookies, while David, KIevin and Harold did the projects at
the church.
By the end of the afternoon, they had met twenty (20) families and even
had a few extended visits. They were so thankful for our help to make it
such a success.
On Sunday morning, we attended their worship service and we had a
chance to address the entire group—25 of them. The college students (10)
were on Spring Break, but the young families in the church eight (8) or
more little ones.
I am excited about the partnership with Anthony and with Three Rivers
Fellowship. The Missions committee and I will be presenting plans for upcoming projects. The OPBA churches will be able to assist in a great number of ways.
Begin praying now for the planning and for the partnership of all nineteen
of our churches in assisting a young pastor and young congregation in
reaching the people of SW Wisconsin with the Gospel.
—-Bro. Steve
Ozark Prairie Baptist Association
Partnership Missions
Three Rivers Fellowship
in La Crosse, Wisconsin
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OF THE ENCOURAGER WILL BE MAILED BY
THE OFFICE NO LATER THAN APRIL 19TH.
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APRIL 26TH.

