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Presbyterian ‘Connection’      
September 2019 

 

 

 

 

I was recently at a church event where people were sharing ideas of what they were doing in their 

churches, or had done in their churches which proved to be fruitful for the congregation. I sometimes 

am surprised when someone mentions something they have done and it has worked and many people 

in attendance are amazed because they have never heard of the program or tried it for themselves. If I 

am the one sharing the idea, I am amazed I offered something no one had tried or had thought of 

before.  I don’t always think of myself as an ingenious person.  What really catches me by surprise is 

when someone I look up to is surprised by an idea.  I often think, well I look up to them and they are a 

mentor to me, and they hadn’t thought of this idea, they were unfamiliar with this idea? 

It is in these moments, I realize an important thing; we need one another.  More than just needing each 

other we need to be sharing our knowledge with one another, we need to share our experiences with 

one another.  I believe if we do that we will be more productive and be able to analyze problems and 

find solutions more easily.  I recently heard the president of a company talk about the combined 

experience which was represented in the workforce, and the number was really impressive.  After the 

figures sunk in, I wondered if all of the experience mattered.  Just because a workforce has 200 years 

of combined experience, doesn’t mean a lot unless there is some sharing of knowledge, and of people 

tapping into the experience.  So, we all have experiences, we all have tried certain things, and we have 

learned a variety of things from different people, but unless we are communicating, sharing, and 

cataloging what we know, all of the knowledge will die away in a short period of time. 

I was talking with a gentleman who told me about the eulogy for his mother-in-law who suffered from 

dementia.  For the last several years of her life she was not able to carry on intelligent conversations 

like she had for most of her life.  In the eulogy, a daughter of the lady began to spoke and made an 

interesting statement. The memory of the lady who had passed away had not been lost.  The memory 

in fact had been transferred to the kids and grandkids.  The family members and friends, who had 

heard the stories, the lessons, and other experiences this lady shared, became the memories.  The 

same is true when we work together.  Memories, experiences, lessons get passed on, more people 

can benefit from the successes of these things, and they are able to take on a life of their own.   Each 

one of us is a finite being, with our own skill set, our own set of experiences, and our own knowledge.  

When all of us share what we know, the experiences we have had, and our knowledge we find 

ourselves becoming greater than the sum of our parts.   The Presbyterian Church USA is a 

connectional church because we know that we are stronger together than we are apart. 

 

                                                                                                        Pastor Blake Brinegar 
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Our Church Face Book page 

 

https://www.facebook.com/presbyterian.shoals 

 

Church phone # - 870-445-4622 

 

Our church email address 

presch@suddenlinkmail.com 

Connection Online 
 

If you would like to read the “Connection” newsletter 

online, go to our website; 

http://www.presbyterianchurchofbullshoals.com  

 

Click on the ‘Info Center’ tab at the top, then on the 

drop-down menu, click on “Presbyterian Connection”, 

then choose the month of the newsletter you would 

like to read. The most recent newsletter will be at the 

top. 

 

Coffee & Fellowship 

Be sure to drop in for coffee, maybe a 

Danish or cookies and wonderful fellowship 

on Thursday mornings at 10:00 a.m. in 

Memorial Hall! 

 

 

July Income -       $2,005.00 

July Expenses -   $5,680.73 

 

Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m. is Adult Bible School, 

following Worship. Lead by Dr. Roger Simons. 

    CHURCH CHUCKLES 

 

Sister Mary was truly a religious woman. Besides her 

duties as a nun, she was also very active in various 

hospitals visiting sick patients and taking care of all their 

needs. So it was no surprise that one day when she ran out 

of gas, the only container she could find to put the gas 

into was a bedpan. Sister Mary happily walked two blocks 

to the closest gas station filled up the bedpan with gas 

and headed back to her car. Luck would have it that as 

Sister Mary started tipping the gas into the fuel tank, the 

traffic light turned red and she had quite a large audience 

witnessing the spectacle. Just when she finished pouring 

in the last drops of gas a fellow opened up his window and 

hollered, “I swear! If that car starts I’m becoming a 

religious man! 

FROM SESSION 

A very special ‘thank you’ to Faye 

Brackett and her Mission Endowment 

Committee. They included our Church’s 

“Helping Hand” fund as part of their 

mission giving this year. This fund is 

designed to help a congregation member 

in need, “no questions asked”, and “no 

payback required”.  

                                         Meg Simons  

                   Treasurer & Session Elder 
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WORSHIP IN SEPTEMBER 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 1ST 

Jer. 2:4-13, Ps. 81:1, 10-16 

Heb. 13:1-8, 15-16; Luke 14:1, 7-14 

COMMUNION 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 8TH 

Jer. 18:1-11; Ps. 139:1-6, 13-18 

Philem. 1-21; Luke 14:25-33 

BRUNCH POTLUCK 

  
 
 

SEPTEMBER 15TH 

Jer. 4:11-12, 22-28; Ps. 14 

1 Tim. 1:12-17; Luke 15:1-10 

BLESSING OF THE FOOD PANTRY 

 
 

 

SEPTEMBER 22ND 

Jer. 8:18-9:1; Ps. 79:1-9 

1 Tim. 2:1-7; Luke 16:1-13 

 

 

SEPTEMBER 29TH 

Jer. 32:1-3, 6-15; Ps. 91:1-6, 14-16 

1 Tim. 6:6-19; Luke 16:19-31 

MINUTE FOR MISSION 

 

FIFTH SUNDAY SING - CBTL - 6:00 P.M. 
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CHURCH USHERS/GREETERS                                COMMUNION SERVERS  

September  1 - Dr. Roger Simons                                                    Dr. Roger Simons 

September  8 - Sandy Erickson 

September 15 - Irene Bere 

September 22 - Peni Lloyd 

September 29 - Sandy Erickson 

 

 

              PRAYER LIST FOR CONGREGATIONS, PRESBYTERY OF AR.- 2019 

September 1 - Wynne Church, Wynne                                     Commissioned Ruling Elders 

September 8 - Church was dissolved 2014                                                         First, Beebe 

September 15 - Central, Pine Bluff                                                                       First, Searcy 

September 22 - First, Brinkley                                                                       First, Jonesboro 

September 29 - First, Gurdon                                               Churches in Presbyteries in Honduras 

 

 
 

PLEASE NOTIFY PAT ERLEWINE IF YOU KNOW OF ANYONE WHO SHOULD BE ON OUR PRAYER LIST 

 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS   

September                                                        No October birthdays 
September 1  - Tywllah Schauer                                                       
September 12 - Gloria Wiles 

               

 

 

 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 
September 1 - Dick & Jini Sass                                                      No October Anniversaries 
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Color Me 
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  LIBRARY LINES - SEPTEMBER 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

      

 

 

 

 
       

 

Inspirational paper back novels have been donated to the library.  They are on 

the library cart in the Children's Library.  

Feel free to take as many as you like and to pass them on to others.  These 

books were meant to be shared.  Places like the Food Pantry, Doctor's and 

Dentist's offices are good places to leave them for others to enjoy.  

                   

            Faye Brackett, Librarian 

FROM THE DESK OF THE CHURCH TREASURER 

 

Since we started our fund raising campaign for the needed improvements and repairs to our beloved 

Church, you have responded with open wallets. As of August 18, 2019, $1,110.00 has been collected. 

This has allowed us to bring us up to the City’s fire code by updating and repairing our lighted exit 

signs. We still need to put the panic bar on the back door by the choir room. 

All the spot lights, but one, in the Sanctuary are burned out. The Church doesn’t have a ladder tall 

enough to reach them, so we will need to call an electrician. The bulbs in there now are 360 watt and 

generate a lot of heat. They also burn out in no time. We are going to have them replaced with LED 

energy efficient , cooler bulbs, which are much longer lasting. They will probably out last most of us. 

LOL. 

Much still needs to be done, as things like the lighting, crop up unexpectedly.  

Again, thank you for your generosity! If you can keep it up, great, if not, we understand. 

 

                                                                                                                    You are all loved! 

                                                                                                                     Meg Simons - Treasurer 
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MISSION MINUTE      

SEPTEMBER - 2019 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

                                

 

 

 

 

 

                                         

 

 
 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance is one of the Missions that we support. 

 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance enables congregations and mission 
partners of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A) to witness to the healing love 
of Christ through caring for communities adversely affected by crisis and 
catastrophic event. 
 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is the emergency and refugee 
program of the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. The core budget, including staff 
and administrative costs, is funded through the One Great Hour of Sharing, 
and its program work is additionally funded through designated gifts. 
 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance focuses on the long term recovery of 
disaster impacted communities. 
 

Provides training and disaster preparedness for presbyteries and synods. 
Works collaboratively with church partners and members of the ACT 
Alliance (Action by Churches Together) internationally, and nationally with 
other faith based responders. 
 

Connects partners locally and internationally with key organizations active 
in the response — United Nations, NVOAD (National Voluntary Agencies 
Active in Disaster), World Food Program, Red Cross,  FEMA and others. 

 

 
 
 

 

Submitted by the Mission Committee 
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Till We Speak Again 
 SEPTEMBER 2019 

 
 

Surprise; I have a friend besides Emma and Bernice who lives out of state. She has two 
children; Roxanne and Bill. Roxanne was always popular in school, got good grades, was a 

cheerleader and went to college after high school, and made good life choices.  

Her son ‘Bill’ was not popular in school, was bullied, had a learning disability making him a 
slow learner and he quit high school midway through his senior year. He made poor life 
choices. They did not include drugs or alcohol, but trusting the wrong people. Not finishing 
high school was a very poor choice, limiting him to seasonal hotel/motel work in tourist 

locations or steady employment at fast food restaurants.  

My friend comes from meager circumstances and so do her kids. Roxanne is now a 
successful Nurse Practitioner, while Bill still works in fast food. Bill’s learning disability 
makes life difficult and lonely for him. My friend helps when she can, but Roxanne is tired of 
‘messing with him’, even though they live 600 miles away from their mother and less than 5 

miles apart from one another.  

Her spouse is a very successful attorney; they live in a nice house with a beautiful in-ground 
pool, while Bill lives in a cheap apartment. They rarely invite him to family functions. He is 
very kind hearted, and people take advantage of  him. If someone tells him they need money 
or something, he gives it to them. This causes him problems with his bills and they become 
overdue and Roxanne has to step in and help him. He is a target for these scammers due to 
his trusting nature, who have no intention of paying him back. Roxanne has helped a couple 

of times but thinks he should have learned his lesson.  

She has washed her hands of her of her kind hearted brother who would give her the shirt off 

of his back if he thought she needed it. 

One night after working until closing at his fast food job, Bill got in his car and it wouldn’t 
start. His sister lived less than one mile away and would not go get him or even help him. She 
made him sleep in his car in 30 degree weather. She was raised Christian with 3 children of 
her own. What an example! This brings me to my point; “what type of Christian are you and 
I”?  Are we ones that only help those that are in our income bracket; family or not? Or..do we 

help all who call upon us in their time of need? I hope it’s the latter. 

As Christians, that is what we are expected by Jesus to do. We are no better than anyone else 

and no one else is better than us. We are all equal in the eyes of God, our Father. 

Never be embarrassed by your family or the circumstances you came from. Be                     
proud of the good choices you made in life, and remember all the blessings God                  

gave you along the way. “Pay it forward”.                                          

                                                                                                                                  Millie 
 

Thought for the day: You can pick your friends, but you can’t pick                    
your family - choose wisely and love sincerely. 
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SEPTEMBER PUZZLE 
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RECIPE FOR SEPTEMBER 

Fiesta Breakfast Bake 

 

 

Ingredients 

 

Directions 

Preheat oven to 350°. Cut biscuits into quarters; arrange evenly in a greased 13x9-
in. baking dish. Layer with vegetables and shredded cheese. Whisk together 
eggs, milk and seasonings; pour evenly over layers. Top with salsa. 

Bake, uncovered, until casserole is browned and middle is set, 35-45 minutes. Let 
stand 10 minutes before serving. Top servings with fresh cilantro leaves and 
additional salsa. 

1 tube (16.3 ounces) refrigerated corn biscuits 
3 cups frozen seasoning blend vegetables (about 14 ounces) 
1-1/2 cups shredded Monterey Jack cheese 
8 large eggs 
3/4 cup 2% milk 
1/8 teaspoon cayenne pepper 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
1/4 teaspoon black pepper 
1/4 teaspoon ground cumin 
1/2 cup salsa 
Fresh cilantro leaves 
Additional salsa 
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THIS WE BELIEVE FOR SEPTEMBER 

“ For I know the plans I have for you; declares the Lord; plans for welfare and not for evil; to give you a future and a hope.“ 

“Jeremiah 29:11” 

 

““We will be scripture-based to spread the Gospel of Jesus Christ 

and spiritually led to guide all people to be active doers of the Word”     

Approved by Session on November 16, 2007  

 
CHURCH STAFF 

Pastor: Blake Brinegar: Clerk of Session: Vicky Bair, Church Treasurer: Meg Simons,  

Church Secretary & Financial Secretary: Christi Partee 

 

DEACONS 
 

                                            Class of 2019                   Class of 2020                  Class of 2021 

                                              Sandy Erickson                    Irene Bere                   Faye Brackett 

                                            Pat Erlewine                       Vacancy                        Vacancy 

                                        

                                                        

ELDERS 
 

                                           Class of 2019                    Class of 2020                 Class of 2021 

                                             Vicky Bair                        Meg Simons                Steve Broskovak                                                                                

                                              Vacancy                          Peni Lloyd                      Vacancy 
                                                                                                                     
 

 
 

 
 

Presbyterian Church of Bull Shoals                                                                                    

P.O. Box 305 

Bull Shoals, AR. 72619 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


